APRIL 14
Joshua 9:3-10:43
Joshua 9:3-27

This is a great portion of Scripture, not becawsdhda & Co. were tricked by the Gibeonites, but
because it shows something of the faith the Giliesrand the understanding that all of the
nations in Canaan had of the people of Israel amat @od was doing with them.

Vs. 3-15 Now it says the Gibeonites acted with cogybut there was faith in something that
motivated all of this. Not everyone responded tiey did.

Notice in vs. 9-10 that they knew of what God hada&l40 years earlier in Egypt and believed it.
They also mention Og and Sihon, but notice thaneation is made of Jericho or Ai. These
guys were pretty clever.

V. 14 This is the only negative thing there ishe Bible against Joshua, and God doesn't make a
big deal about it. I'll bet they never failed td&ise Lord again. We’ve noticed that Joshua had
failed to ask God about a couple of things. Leagimask God in practical matters was
something that he was growing in, even in his 8@shad intense faith in God, as we’ll see
today, but had areas where he thought he couldrsitadeel a situation without needing God’s
guidance. This is true of all of us. I'm sure tl@sson is here for us as disciples.

To Joshua’s credit, this decision turned out gawddrael and for the Gibeonites. In Nehemiah,
there are Gibeonites in Jerusalem helping to rdlihé wall.

Vs. 16-21 Three days later when Israel marchedibedb they realized they had been
hoodwinked. Notice that Gibeon was the main fogithat protected three other cities.

Notice in v. 18 that when the people of Israel ot what their leaders had done, they were
upset. Why? Because they had internalized the medbat if one person sinned, the entire
nation suffered. They knew they were not to malecpeGod took care of this situation for

Israel and covered this oversight of the leadeiagimg something good out of it. Later, after
Joshua and these leaders are gone, the peoplgseithis incident as precedence to disobey God
and form alliances with people in the land. Thdt g sin, since they are not tricked, and it is
what will launch them into the tragedy that is bwok of Judges.

Vs. 22-27 The Gibeonites, the people, the leadleesentire city had amazing faith. Remember
that Abraham & Sons © had lived in Canaan for geti@ns long before this; and it is possible,
besides the information the Gibeonites had of Egyat they also understood something of the
history of Abraham and the promise. That's spei@rat know, but it makes you wonder.
Somehow they knew of what God had said to Mos&seuteronomy about bringing all of the
inhabitants of the land to judgment. Were theresp the crowd as Moses preached? They
knew what God had said. In 10:2 it says that tlasawgreat citywith real fighters, yet they had
the faith to try to make peace. God rewarded thanthis.

Faith is information, trust in that information aadeying that information. This is why these
people received God’s mercy. All of the other king€anaan knew exactly what the Gibeonites
knew and chose not to believe or even run. Itesrfationality of sin.

Joshua 10

Vs. 1-5 It is interesting that God used this eweitlh Gibeon to draw all of these kings into the
open field for battle. Imagine how long this wotlalve taken going one city at a time. These are
basically the kings that held military power in g@uthern part of Canaan.

Vs. 6-11 Notice that God assured Joshua of victengl then you see Joshua, the man of faith,
building his strategy on God’s assurance. Thikéshialance of hearing God and then using our



passion and creativity in following God. Both Gowlaloshua get their licks in, during this
battle. Joshua drove his tired army by night tde@gwhere the attack would be unexpected.
Then God did His thing. First He got some confugjoing and then Heéarew down large

stones God made sure Israel knew that He was involvebdtlat they weren't just winning by
their own strength. In light of Joshua's requéss must have been a passing, isolated
thunderstorm, since the sky was clear enough téh&egun. | can imagine the guys running from
Joshua, saying, "Is it me, or does it seem to fiatithat cloud is following us? Ouch!"

Vs. 12-14 These verses are amazing not only becdwsleat happened, but because of Joshua.
How did Joshua know that he could do this? Therstre a link between this and what Jesus
told the disciples about what would be possibtbéfy had faith as a mustard seed. Inspired by
the Spirit, yet as a man fully immersed in this neotnwith God, Joshua called on the day to
stand still. Before we get lost in the physicshef situation, think about the faith that was
inspired in Joshua. | think of how Jesus knew @ bee man and yet pass by another. And how
Peter and John one day walked past a guy Jesusdilked past many times, and knew it was
time to heal him. It makes me think about the hstreed where those intersections of faith and
mustard seed occur.

It was a good thing Joshua didn't know a lot alpdwyssics or natural law or anything, because if
he had, he would never have asked this becauséimpossible." It wasn’t that the day slowed
down; it was that it stood still; the sun and theom remaining in the same place means the earth
stopped spinning. Apparently God isn't impresseti physics either, because He did it. Just
think about what had to happen for the earth tp stoving. Those hours on earth, everywhere
on earth, would have been strange hours. God'sraeweyond physics. Physics exist for His
purposes but are not necessary. He is absoluterddées. He stops. He resumes. Physics and
natural “laws” work because He makes them work, ldaccan and will exist (someday) without
the sun.

It is interesting on this point that Luther triexteach science with this section and called
Copernicus a fool to say that the earth revolvediad the sun because Joshua clearly asked that
the sun stand still. Obviously God knew what Jogheant, and in the same way, we still call it
"sunrise" and a "sunset," even in scientific jolsnaven though we know better.

Again, all of these nations knew what the Gibeakeew. They could have fled; they could
have repented and asked God for mercy. The sameeifor the people we are sent to reach in
the harvest. They need to hear the message, lpairéisg by faith is between them and God.

Luke16:19-17:10
Luke 16:19-31

Since Jesus was just talking to the Phariseesstitmig would have been aimed at them and also
would have been good teaching for the disciples.

The story of the rich man and Lazarus falls inthfeerent category than Jesus' parables. The
parables are normally faceless, nameless objessines They are examples of "that woman" or a
"certain man." No names of historical people areresed. Names of known people throw the
meaning of the story into an historical or fictibframework. For example, if Jesus had told the
story of the prodigal son, and Abraham had beeffather, we would have immediately asked
the question of the story being real or being sbimgtJesus just made up using the historical
figure. If the story didn't jibe with what we knemas historical, it would open the question of
what, in fact, is historical in the Bible. That wddbe a nasty can of worms. BUT, that didn't
happen. When Jesus told a parable, he used no maaebdn't use historical figures.

So, what's going on here? The obvious implicatiotihat this is an historical event. Jesus was
not only the man, the Spirit indwelt Son of Godt Bie was also God the Son. He not only had
earthly illustrations to draw upon, but as God,ihgwseen the dramas on earth and how they



were concluded when men left the earth, He knewt Whppened to these people when they
finally entered the next life. Jesus, as God the, §ad withnessed every person who had ever
lived enter the presence of God. Actually, it gace of waiting. The waiting was for the time
when the justice and righteousness of God woulflilfided by Jesus living the perfect life and
making payment for sin. The question, "Could Galyeprovide salvation for sinners
righteously, according to His own rules,” was anm&den Jesus' sacrifice, payment and
resurrection. Until that event, there was a pldogaiting, which was divided into two parts: A
place of punishment and a place of comfort in tles@nce of God. If you read the book of
Revelation, people being resurrected to judgmedteing thrown into the lake of fire (hell) is
still future (Revelation 20). The new heavens aew rarth (heaven) is also still future
(Revelation 21). So for now, even on the spirigide of life, things are temporary until the final
judgments and new creations are finished.

As a real event, this story provides us with reathing about what happens immediately after
death, what it looks like and what the awarenedseois like after leaving this part of life. So,
for my part, | treat this story as an historica¢et

Notice that the two parts have namidadesbeing the place of punishment alldraham's side
being the good place. Wibraham's side | can only guess that God's redemptive purpose wa
tied into the promise to Abraham. Though the prenoiSredemption goes back to the Fall, it is
at God's call to Abraham that the plan of redenmpisomentioned in detail. The promise to
Abraham was the object of faith in God for manyegations of Israel's history. Today the object
of faith is the gospel of Christ. Anyway, God cdhe good place, Abraham's bosom, or
Abraham's side.

Notice that Abraham knows about the Law of Moseabtae prophets. You wonder by that if
Abe was able to hear or view some of that history.

Notice that the response of the man in Hades isazorfor his brothers. We often feel very
uncomfortable talking about Christ and commitmen&bd when an unbeliever has lost an
equally unsaved loved one. | get that, and theoeldhbe concern and tact. But in reality, that
lost person who has just stepped into reality,thatibeing the place of punishment, is consumed
with begging that someone will go to that otherspearon this side of life and tell them about
Christ. What shocking reality! Not only is heavéreering us on to share the gospel of Christ,
but hell is rooting for us, too, and maybe with ;mmemotion and desperation.

Notice that if a person will not accept the Wottkyt will not be impressed by miracles. Think
about what we’ve read in Deuteronomy. So much af was true and inspiring for us as
believers. What Moses said there was the esserfolafing God in faith for any generation of
people on this earth. The Pharisees put their hoposes, but as Jesus told them in John 5:45-
47, Do not think that I will accuse you to the Fath€here is one who accuses you: Moses, on
whom you have set your hope. For if you believedddoyou would believe me; for he wrote of
me. But if you do not believe his writings, how yolu believe my words?

The same goes for miracles. | remember saying;6d shows me something, then I'll believe.”
Not so. The preaching of the Word is sufficient gioés to the heart and soul. If people will not
believe what God has said, they will not be movednracles. We've seen that the miracles of
God bringing Israel out of Egypt and the miraclésiis daily provision didn't do much for
them.

Luke 17:1-4

Jesus was still thinking about the pride of therRleas, how they were like the rich man and
made faith and acceptance very difficult for thedye like Lazarus, tax collectors and sinners.
Thesdittle onesare those in need of redemption like the tax ctdies and sinners who had been
drawing near to Jesus to hear the Word. The wardifip means "to stumble." | was reading



Romans 14 and 15 this morning, and not making estpimble was a big part of what the Spirit
said through Paul. And when you get to the endarh&ns, it says in Romans 16:17-1L8ppeal

to you, brothers, to watch out for those who calisisions and create obstacles contrary to the
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. $tah persons do not serve our Lord Christ,
but their own appetites, and by smooth talk antldig they deceive the hearts of the nailee
word obstaclesneans a stumbling block.

Jesus was warning the disciples about this prollednPaul was fighting against it in churches.

V. 3 seems to be Jesus warning His disciples nbe¢ tikke the Pharisees, holding prejudices and
grudges that make it hard for people to come to &wtlfind His acceptance. Jesus tells the
disciples that they are to forgive and therebygie¢ people cause to stumble in their steps with
or toward God. Notice what Paul says to Timothy bod that sounds like this: 2 Timothy 2:24
And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsomekinat to everyone, able to teach, patiently
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gemties. God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, tueg may come to their senses and escape
from the snare of the devil, after being capturgdim to do his will.

This gentle spirit, willing to forgive and be pattewith the aggressive, sinning and frustrating,
was something that Jesus was trying to ingrainigndisciples, and something Paul knew
Timothy needed. And, hey, | need it too.

Notice that if the conditions are met, Jesus contsaiyou must forgive him/I'take it that the
rejection of this person would cause the stumbling.

Vs. 5-10 It seems that with this command, Jesubguuithe disciples to realize He was asking
something of them that was impossible for themd@uhotionally. In fact, it was beyond their
faith. So they asked Him for the faith to trust Hmorder to do what He commanded.

In this context, where Jesus has just talked almogiving in a complicated situation, it is
interesting that He uses the illustration ahalberry tree As | understand it, they make a very
dense and complicated network of roots. | know fliming in Texas, that if you had clay or cast
iron sewer piping, and you had a mulberry treénaytard, the pipes were full of roots.

Jesus is saying that even the tiniest amount tf feould cause, in this image, the tree to rise up
and this complicated root system to release anamvehrOf course, if you do this, remember that
in cities there is often restricted airspace aranternational airports so be careful of how high
you throw the tree through the air into the seat dithelpful suggestio® So the promise of

faith is that the most impossible thing and the hcosnplicated relationships can be overcome
with faith.

Vs. 7-10 Now comes the faith itself, and how simpiaith is increased simply by obeying with
gratefulness, without questioning or thought ashat we deserve. We think our service for God
is above and beyond the call of duty, but it's hetruggle with this all the time, but I'm inspire
by this example. In light of all that we've beewegi as disciples, our salvation, the Spirit, and
eternity with Christ, our work in the harvest igmag and we are unworthy servants and have
only done what was required of us.

I know that it might be hard to see this, but #sually ends this section of teaching that began
with tax collectors and sinners coming to hear désdLuke 15:1. The harvest is important to
Jesus and a disciple needs to be able to extergtdbe and forgiveness of Christ, not as a
conceptual message, but as his living experiendgpassion in knowing his Lord.

Psalm 83

Vs. 1-8 It's hard to know when this was written.tiAé destruction of Jerusalem, many of the
neighboring nations were happy and were judgeddoy f@r their acts during that time. | have



the sense this might have been when the Assyrians threatening Jerusalem and the
surrounding nations were hoping that Judah woulthken captive.

Notice the references to chapters 4-8 in the bddkidges. That period of time was a time when
the neighboring nations made frequent "shoppimg trio Israel.

Vs. 9-18 The psalmist cries out to God to save thleerHe did during the days of the judges.

Notice the crying out. Earlier in the year, mosfToe Psalms were the "crying out” kind. You
might conclude that by the mere frequency of tHasds of psalms, that should be our normal
state before God: asking, seeking, and knocking.

V. 18 The desire is that the nations would knowltbed. If this psalm was written regarding the
Assyrian threat to Jerusalem, God decimated thgrissarmy. The world was stunned and
every nation knew there was a God in Jerusalem.

Proverbs13:4

What occurs to me reading this is the differendgvben knowing God's will and doing it. We
may need to question what His direction for ubid,we don't need to ask what our sense of
interest and energy should be once we know. Ditigea a response of faith and love.



