APRIL 17
Joshua 15

Vs. 1-12 This is a long chapter having to do wité land given to Judah. Judah is basically
given the southern half of the country, from Jelersan the north to Kadesh-barnea in the
south, and from the Dead Sea to the MediterraneanT™hat land portion was so huge that three
other tribes would be given pieces of it, but euafly Simeon and Benjamin were absorbed into
Judah, and Dan went rogue and took land in thénn®his was a royal share of the land, which
later allowed Judah to become a kingdom unto itself

Vs. 13-19 And then there were those pesky giarts Jtory having to do with Caleb is
conspicuous by its presence. Caleb’s daughter was the southern desert (thanks, Dad!) and
needed the water rights. The real impact of tlusyss that this is the first time we find the name
of Othniel. He is a fearsome dude and unafraidaritg. He is also the first judge in the book of
Judges.

Vs. 20-63 There are a lot of names of cities heuépe encouraged. After you have read through
your one-year Bible a few years, some of theseheifin to stand out. One of the things that hit
me reading this year is the number of enemy ciesen” to Judah. It would be like receiving

the gift of Baghdad or Tehran. Many of these citiesild be grave enemies of Israel for the next
400 years.

V. 31 Just for trivia and because | never sawhki®re, notice the town of Ziklag. When David
finally got tired of being chased by King Saul,readed to live among the Philistines in Ziklag.
King Achish gave Ziklag to David. How funny, becaukis town was originally supposed to
belong to Judah. It won't be until the reign of Diathat the power of the Philistines is broken
and these cities are under the rule of Israel.

V. 33 Notice the names of these cities. When ydugthe story of Samson, you’ll see these
cities because all of the adventures of Samsdre(tif Dan) really take place in the land of
Judah.

Vs. 45-47 These are the cities of the Philistinbgtvwill loom large until David is on the
throne. It is sad to think that if the people hagtkfollowing the Lord, God would have given
them victory over these awesome enemies. The p&atenot to rest until the job was done.
By deciding not to press forward, they fell backevdnstead of commanding the land and doing
God’s work, Judah would be ruled by the Philistines

V. 63 There are many mentions of the Jebusitesliwéd in Jerusalem. It wouldn't be until
David was king that Jerusalem would belong to Isaiad become the city of David. They
actually taunted David, from the wall, that he wanit be able to take the city. Bad choice. Of
course the Jebusites had about 350 years (Jud®ewiw being king) of experience seeing
Israel flounder around in the land and fail. Thegi't been confronted by a man who was
following God and who really wanted that city. Gabkgpparently never personally tried to take
the city, and Othniel lived south of Jerusalemhia desert.

In my thinking, the parallel to us as discipleshiat we have been left here to work. Rest is
coming. If we rest now and settle into life on bait overwhelms and defeats us. All of the
blessing and strength the Lord promises us is amiivg our cross, following Him in the harvest,
reaching the lost and making disciples, who makeiglies. When we stop doing that and try to
turn our calling into a comfortable Christianityewwecome weak and at the mercy of our own
sin, the enemy’s influence and the culture’s atioas. Worst of all, we are no longer following
our Lord in the harvest, drawing on the strengtth eloseness He promises. For Israel and us,
living in Canaan, without moving forward, meansedef



Luke 18:18-43

Vs. 18-30 Many of the last illustrations Jesus isexd have to do with the Pharisees or rich
people (the Pharisees were rich too). We knowghysas the rich young ruler. The designation
of "ruler" means he was probably a ruler of a spgag.

V. 22 |1 don't think that the young man would hagaihed” treasure in heaven by selling
everything, but it would have shown that his tmeasures were already in heaven. It would have
made his true treasure clearly identifiable. Notaethat Jesus wanted him to give the money to
the poor. This kind of action also shows your adlés toward the poor. The Pharisees actually
despised the poor, thinking their sin and lazivesie their real problems. | think we do that too.

V. 25 The word for needle that Luke uses is a satgir sewing needle. If being rich makes
being saved almost impossible, | wonder what béitlg supplied and sufficient does for us as
disciples? Just a thought.

V. 26 If you put Matthew, Mark and Luke togethertbis story, you get a different impression.
The Twelve are completely shocked and overwhelmedhat Jesus said. The impact of the
story is that having anything that qualifies astigs” can make salvation impossible. Their
shock was very deep. Again, it makes me wonder\wwewan play with being rich and still think
we can be fully engaged in the harvest. We mighbbing ourselves.

V. 27 God apparently has an antidote. I'll betaedn’t taste good.

Vs. 28-30 This is a short version of Jesus telliregn to "seek ye first." God will more than
make up for what we "give up" in following Jesughe harvest. This is a very strong promise,
and | know very few people in the western world veloald live like this. But this is what Peter
and the rest realized that Jesus was calling theidain, putting Matthew, Mark and Luke
together gives you a fuller picture.

Vs. 31-34 Jesus had been heading toward Jerusalamound-about way. At this point, His

GPS is no longer saying, "recalculating.” Interggiiy, Jesus had been in the region of Judah that
extended (at that time) to the east side of théalorHe had now crossed over the Jordan and
was going “up” toward Jerusalem. All roads led “up’Jerusalem. His first stop was Jericho.
This sort of sounds like Joshua.

Mark 10:32 says that Jesus was walking on aheadhaydvere all terrified. This talk that Jesus
is having with His disciples is very serious, they don't get it. | have a feeling that if we had
been there, we wouldn't have understood either.dalye disciples thought, "With all Jesus was
able to do, and knowing how true and good He waw, ¢ould anything like this possibly

happen to Him? How could God allow it?" Sometimes just follow without “getting it.”

Vs. 35-43 | always enjoy this story. The crowdgé¢he blind manjesus of Nazareth is passing

by, but Bartimaeus cries oupn of David. Everyone who ever referred to Jesus as the Son of
David in the Bible was neither “blind” nor wrong.Hat guts he had to keep crying out. In v. 43
Bartimaeus is following Jesus and glorifying GoadAthe crowd that was followingesus of
Nazareth is now praising God.

It excites me to think that in any crowd, there Intige a “Bartimaeus” sitting there, hidden in
poverty or something else, waiting to be calletbttow Jesus in the harvest.

Psalm 86

Vs. 1-7 This is the heart of David. All of the tggGod had taught David through years of
struggles seem to be reflected in what he says Ger@ gave David many deliverances that
nurtured his faith, but it was a long time beforedGully delivered David. As a result of God
leading David through trials, David had developad heart and we are now blessed with this
testimony.



Vs. 8-10 David understood that God was not onlgantrol, but that all the nations would praise
Him.

Vs. 11-13 This is what David needed in his curteats. He needed to be taught in God’s Word
and to fear His name. David needed a heart of ghaanid he needed the comfort of God'’s
steadfast love. | could use all of those right now; in fact, tlaight be what the Spirit wants to
tell me as | read this.

Vs. 14-15 This is the contrast between those wh@egssing David and the security David
knows he has in the Lord.

Vs. 16-17 | can really identify with this requedthat do | specifically need? | don’t know, but |
really need God’s presence, His grace, His streagthHis help. It would be great for the Lord
to bless with the kind of encouragement and viaskhowledgement that would let people who
are questioning and doubting know that we are tiollpwing Him. That would be more than
enough, and that can only come from Him, not us.

As disciples, we "rejoice and exult” in our trialscording to Romans 5. That is because the
Holy Spirit is in us pouring the love of God ourtlirer into our hearts. This is the love shown in
what our Lord has done for us. The Spirit turns idrece were deadly and dangerous
circumstances for our souls, into steps of growith éctory: proof that we belong to Him and
are under His care.

Proverbs 13:9-10

We often think of the wise man in terms of someareseek who has deep, balanced,
experienced insights into life and the actionsedgde. We don't usually think of the wise man
as one who has learned to take advice.



