APRIL 20

I had a little mini insight in today's readingditin't come because I'm smart, but because I've
been reading like this for so many years and tlidibally went off. I'm saying all this because
if you read The One Year Bibleear after year, the Spirit will do the same thioigyou.

| mentioned yesterday that one of the cities thatke were given is a city of refuge: Ramoth in
Gilead. | mentioned that there is a place in tHadeBwhere the three words are spelled as one:
Ramoth-gilead. This is the scene of a very spoaktign of Scripture. Actually, a lot of things
happen there. You see Ahab (not from Moby Dick,mrilar) getting set up to fall into God's
judgment and you see a godly king, Jehoshaphatngpakdevastating mistake. Then you
witness Michaiah, a lone, starved prophet, opemdaw to let us see what actually takes place
spiritually before the throne of God in heaven &sudes the demonic to judge the disobedient
and rebellious on earth. The entire event is irh®@icles 18, but look particularly at vs. 18-22.
You can get some real insight out of this. | haveagis been intrigued by this story, but | never
realized that what Ahab was using to lure Jehoshiapto fighting with him had once been a
spiritual city, a city of the Levites, a city offogie. What a noble cause to use to entice
Jehoshaphat into bonding with him and his evil. ¥an imagine Jehoshaphat thinking, "Of
course God will bless us if we try to recapture ttity from Syria, that had once been a godly
and holy city of Israel.” This makes sense to mg wigood man like Jehoshaphat was fooled. |
think that's pretty cool and very instructive. Aihés only because of reading The One Year
Bible, year after year.

Joshua 21:1-22:20
Joshua 21

Vs. 1-45 This is the final act of establishing ge®ple in the land. The Levites were given cities
to live in, with land to plow and keep their anisiabod spread the Levites throughout Israel.
Since they no longer needed to pack up the tablerrthey would be organized to minister at the
tabernacle in shifts. In the meantime, they wereaee a teaching ministry among the people.
So, rather than gathering the Levites around thertecle in Shiloh, they were spread out.
According to the Bible Knowledge Commentatyomeone has estimated that no one in Israel
lived more than 10 miles from one of the 48 Levwatens." (p. 364)

V. 11 We have heard of this city before. It is Herbut when Caleb conquered it, it was the
city of a giant among giants. | don't think Calelnlla problem giving this city to the Levites.
The Levites were to be a good influence in Israel.

V. 17 | never noticed this before, but the cityGbeon, where the guys tricked Joshua and made
a covenant with him, became a city of Levites.

V. 18 This is the future city of the priests and titometown of the prophet Jeremiah.
V. 38 This is Ramoth-gilead.

Vs. 43-45 This states the completion of the adriai®n of Joshua and the essential conquest
and division of the land. If only the people woulalve continued to follow the Lord.

This summary didn't mean that the fighting was paad it didn't signal the completion of the
Abrahamic covenant. Everything here is still partiat the doors are open for the people to take
the land by following God in faith.

Joshua 22:1-20

This is an interesting event. It hints to futurelgems, but at this point, it shows Israel's very
solid focus on obeying the Lord.



Vs. 1-6 Notice what Joshua says in v. 5, and seerhany individual commands you can get out
of this. If you have trouble, find the infinitivéistroduced by the word "to." This verse would not
only make a great sermon or devotional, but it disscribes the life of a disciple. And what is

all this about love? | thought we didn't hear adouing God in the Old Testament.

Vs. 7-9 As Joshua sent them back, he commandedtthshare with those who had been left
behind to protect their families and property amte¢gin farming the land. God and Moses had
already laid the groundwork for this.

Vs. 10-20 Tomorrow we'll read the answer of thetBl&es as to why they built the altar. That
these people built an altar is interesting. Thaylddave built a Mt. Rushmore of Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Moses. This altar showed thatrdgayded the worship of God at the
tabernacle to be the unifying symbol of IsraeWdis still a bad idea.

Notice that the people are totally unified in theisponse in vs. 11-12 and 16.

V. 13 Notice that they sent Phinehas to lead tlopleein understanding what had happened.
Notice the references to how the sins of a few thatvhole congregation in 17, 18 and 20.

V. 19 They offered the solution of letting the #ibes join them on the west side of the Jordan.

Since there is no mention of Joshua, it seemsJtigdtua has retired and that the new guys like
Phinehas were leading the people. More on thiy stonorrow.

Regarding discipleship, the thing | see in thisoact is the necessity to be constantly training
the next generation of leaders. Phinehas had gouiyf connections, but we also see him in
action as a man who had a heart for God. When mtioms the fiasco at Baal-Peor in v. 17, it
was because he himself took the lead in that situ&then everyone else was paralyzed. It is
interesting for me that the priests had an up-andheg leader in Phinehas, but the nation had no
one to follow in Joshua’s footsteps. The next leadewill see is Othniel, who was close to
Caleb and who was probably influenced by Calelthéncase of the rest of the judges, no one
looks like they were "discipled” for leadership.

Since our focus in this life is to be constantlyking more and better disciples, it shouldn't be
rare to find leaders who have come up in a grolgssume leadership from the past generation
and groom leaders for the next generation. In wigrkn the harvest, making disciples, who
make disciples, we should be pros at developing anehwomen who have hearts for God, and
who are convinced that their mission in life idabow Christ in the harvest, making disciples,
who make disciples. It is hard to break that cledigenerational preparation if we embrace our
mission as makers of disciples from and for the/ésir

Luke 20:1-26

We have read these events before in Matthew an#f.Masus is close to His crucifixion, and
here, He's in the pressure cooker of controverdycanflict.

Vs. 1-8 So, as a disciple advising other discipisat principle would you pull from this event
that would arm people in your group to give a gaadwer in this kind of conflict?

Vs. 9-19 | don't know about this one. Would youiadwour guys to be this pointed? It kind of
cuts against our cultural sense of being "polilycabrrect.”

V. 16 One note here is that Luke records the PéesisayingSurely not. In Romans, Paul (a
former Pharisee) uses this all the time. In Ron&a6st isby no means.

Vs. 20-26 I'm always amazed when | read this. hwisould teach myself to come up with these
kinds of answers. As a "near" application, | thiis fair to tell the people we are helping
become disciples, not to complain about governrardtto do the work of a disciple in the



harvest, bearing much fruit, glorifying the Fathed so proving to be disciples of our Lord.
Jesus said that if we seek His kingdom first, Hakke care of the rest.

Psalm 89:1-13

Ok, so this is interesting. This guy, Ethan, isthether to the guy who wrote the psalm
yesterday, Heman. Names are hard to track dowegcedly since the names vary in spelling
over years and books. Some guys even had moretiganame. Also, it is hard to know when
they lived because sometimes the head of the slaamed and then only the "famous sons" are
mentioned with names skipped in between. But cli@skout, look at 1 Kings 4:13 and then at
1Chronicles 2:6. You find the same names togefffegse men were known to be wise, and so
it's mentioned that Solomon was more of a wisetgay both of them put together. It means that
they probably lived before Solomon and during threetof David.

Now, it says that they were together (if it's thene guys) when David brought the ark of the
covenant into Jerusalem in 1 Chronicles 15:15-19.

This psalm will be spread over today, tomorrow #relnext day. If both men were with David
during the time he fled from Absalom, | wonderahd this is just pure speculation) these psalms
were meant to complement each other somehow. lbdtrayal of Absalom and the civil war

that took place, Psalm 88 seems to capture theragtdarkness of the days of running and
uncertainty, and Psalm 89 seems to remember thi@ggoestablishment of David by cries to

God to restore David again.

(Inv. 51, which we will read on April 22, it sousitike the verbal abuse David took at the hands
of Shimei in 2 Samuel 16:5-9. I'm saying this navstiggest that that event might be the
framework of this psalm.)

All of this is a bit harder when a psalm is spreatiover so many days. Then on the 23rd we get
two psalms because they were both written by MdSedigure.

Vs. 1-4 Notice how God'deadfast |love andfaithfulness are linked to God's sworn promise to
David. Implied in what is said here is that Godwdtdoe praised as a result of all of this. This
sounds very much like David.

Vs. 5-7 The heavens praising the Lord here araigelic realms where God is ruling and
served.

Vs. 8-10 Even the dangerous forces of nature djestto God. Their subjection to His power
is seen as His faithfulness to mankind.

Vs. 11-13 Even the majesty of creation praisesiilee and sovereign power of God.
Tune in tomorrow for the rest of the story.

Proverbs 13:15-16

Amen!



