APRIL 8
Deuteronomy 32:28-52

Vs. 28-33 Notice how God refers to Himself as IBsd&®ock" throughout the entire song. This
is in contrast to the "rock" Israel would chooséditow. The whole point in this section is that if
they were wise, they would have understood that ¥ahweh could have made them able to do
what has been done. This is very much like what 8&d in Romans 1:22Jaiming to be wise
they became fools and exchanged the glory of theomal God for images.Then, as Jesus

said, they bore evil fruit.

Vs. 34-38 You were wondering where the verse, "eange is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord," came from? God is saying that although Hell@llow the nations to punish Israel, He
will punish the nations and vindicate Israel. Gatl t#ach Israel through punishment that they
chose the wrong rock.

Vs. 39-42 God declares His ownership of reality trad all who make themselves His enemy
will be judged. Some of this sounds a lot like J&8hdesus will be the one bringing this
judgment.

V. 43 This sounds like the book of Revelationslobvious that the fulfillment of much of what
is written here will take place in the Tribulatiand in the Millennium.

Vs. 44-47 It looks like Joshua had a part in thedieg" of this song.

Vs. 46-47 are very powerful words and apply to eafals, too. As Christians, we still have the
tendency to underplay the daily importance of thert\in our lives. As followers of Christ in
the harvest, the Word, like the circulation of ldldbrough our bodies, has to be constantly
circulating through our hearts and minds. The wagekwe see in the lives of believers is
directly connected to this.

V. 48 | wonder how | would feel if | knew that whéfinished my sermon, | would die? That
might be a reason to preach a really long sermahoB the other hand, what does it mean to
die? We show what we really think of God and heavkan we become overwhelmed by fear
when we think of death. For those who work in thevkst, | think we all end up with the heart
expressed by Paul in Philippians 1, "I'd ratherknd,if it will do some good now in the harvest,
well OK, I'll stay."

Luke 12:35-59

Vs. 35-40 Verse 35 is said with the same enthuseasfrfor the same reason as v. S8l your
possessiondf our treasure is in heaven, then we are frdevéowith joyful abandon toward
God. Here, the emphasis is on doing the work of BdHe harvest until He returns. There is
that sense in which we should work with joy andestation of our Lord's return.

V. 37 Notice that this reward is only for thosevsgits who were awake.

V. 40 Jesus will talk to His disciples a couple mmtimes about the coming of the Son of Man.
That "day" is the 7-year Tribulation. Its beginniwgl be totally without warning. For each of us
as disciples, the day of our death, and the cirtamees thereof, can come without warning too.
We need to be faithfully doing His work and livimgexpectation of seeing Him at all times.

Vs. 41-48 The answer to Peter's question seems ‘tallbelievers.” You wouldn't call an
unbeliever a "servant.” We see plenty of beliey@sson earth. Some people get drawn into the
cultural comfort of worshiping worship and stuftieg, drinking, being merry. Some really
conservative, righteously right people miss thérettarvest by holding a loveless, military view
of protecting the truth in a bunker, beating thevaets. Satan is much wiser than we are and
knows a million ways to get us off track and to tnalize us.



Vs. 46-47Cut him in piecess a euphemism for a beating. Unbelievers don'adeeating. My
sense is that those Christians who fell asleepearight will be saved, but only as through fire.
That "fire" of judgment for the unfaithful believeiill have some aspect of punishment that will
be awful like fire, but not like the fire of etetr@ondemnation. Some of us know what we should
be doing and will get punished severely for ouodeddience. Some believers don't quite get it,
and will still be punished, but not like those afwho really have a clear vision of what's going
on.

V. 48 The privilege and the requirement. This idradsed to the disciples then who walked with
Jesus and saw who He was. It also applies to ushabe been gifted for the harvest.

Vs. 49-53 The meaning couldn't be clearer. Jesu® dar the harvest. This life will mean great
blessing from God, as we follow Him into the cociflof bearing fruit in a dying, rebellious
world. How can we desire to be anything differdratrt our Savior? How can we expect to live a
life that refuses to embrace what He embraced? ¢sowwe not follow Him into the harvest?

Vs. 54-59 Now this was addressed to the unbelieriagses. They needed to see what was
going on and make a decision. They, like the whaldd, were walking to judgment. Now was
the time to settle with God. Once before the juthgee would be no chance for mercy.

| wonder what this sleeping servant looks like.dnaer if he's more common than we think.
Psalm 78:56-64

This sounds like the period of the judges befona&d became their main judge and freed Israel
from the dominance of the Philistines. To get ddvetlea of what is said here, read 1 Samuel 4.

Vs. 56-58 True to the behavior of their rebellidathers in the wilderness, once in the land, they
also put God to the test.

Vs. 59-64 This event sounds like the capturincghefdrk of the covenant, followed by the deaths
of Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas, then the defditi and finally the death of Phinehas' wife
in childbirth.

Proverbs 12:24

Well, I know which guy | want to be. The wordle may not mean to be a governor, but in
contrast to the slothful, the diligent will remdnee to live his life without slavery.



