JANUARY 1

I've written the Reading Notes as a help and supgie to leaders leading discipleship cells. |
am not suggesting that everyone read these, althitnag might be helpful. The main goal is to
have everyone reading The One Year Bédeh day. The Holy Spirit will work with that. For
each person who desires to go deeper and to lbadspanswering questions and adding
perspective and detail to the Bible passages, #aeliRg Notes might be a help.

I'm doing this with discipleship in mind, meanidgy writing out thoughts that will keep
discipleship and our growth as disciples appliediat we are reading. This would mean that if
we were to meet in a cell on any given eveningcadd discuss the Bible reading up to and
including that day, regarding our walk as disciplEse important thing is that people are in the
Word. The leader doesn't need to be a teacheusti@¢eds to see that people are in the Word,
are interacting and then, when necessary, he achs@de perspective or clarification.

When the year is done, I'm hoping, with your idead mine together, we will have a guide for
discipleship to lead a group through one year ofgui¥he One Year Biblas a discipleship tool.
Every year | read like this, | glean more from thading. The Spirit uses our growth and our life
situation to put His finger on words and thoughtst take on importance as we follow Christ.
So, reading the Word each year will always be newabse of our changing walk and the lives
of the new people who will be in these groups.

In doing this, going through the Bible like thisewwre modeling, for others, the importance of
reading the Word and learning from the Lord. Weadse equipping them and helping them
become disciples who will feed themselves fromWwerd and be able to reproduce this in the
lives of others. What a great privilege.

I'd encourage you to get The One Year BiE8V. | like to have a book in hand, old schoal, t
mark up and make lines all over. If you don't hame or prefer something online, this link will
take you to the day's readirigip://www.esvbible.org/devotions/every-day-in-therd. If you
prefer to have a hard copy of the Reading Noteés)| you can find documents for each month
atwww.sites.google.com/site/dlkachikis

Genesis 1-2:25

In reading the creation account, a disciple isdasgh a challenge of faith and trust. How big
will we allow God to be in our lives?

The creation account is very "matter of fact." Glogsn't present Himself figuratively. The
account is simple and descriptive. Nothing suggestisthis account of creation is not literal.

Our rationality or fear of seeming irrational sneakand says, "But God could have made all of
this over millions of years and the seven dayscabel figurative." True. But is saying this really
necessary to help God, or ourselves out? If G&bid, could He have done things just this way?
Can we put total trust in God even when thingstdappear" to follow what everyone says?
How big will we allow God to be?

Some examples: The angels that came to Abrahamwate in human form. They made the
bodies from the spiritual, without effort. Theserevéull, normal-looking human bodies, with
teeth and tongues and fingerprints, made immedgliatet requiring a billion-year process.

When Jesus raised the young man in Nain, or Lazhois men had decayed. Their bodies and
every cell had died. They weren't somehow in sugpémnimation. They were dead and
decaying. For Jesus to have raised them, it ngtrmelant calling back the spirit, but their bodies
had to be made new and able to sustain life. Tidloalspirit into a decayed body couldn't work.
For Jesus to have made the body new, it would haga on the level of a creation...a re-
creation of the body. And it happened in a secortlJesus didn't break a sweat.



The point being, the spiritual is infinitely morewerful than the physical. God creates out of
nothing, without exertion, instantly. Also, the faélcat the sun, moon and stars were made on the
4th day does not hint to the fact that the "privaitiwriters got mixed up, but simply that the
almighty God called them into existence, in a motnatthe right time, in His planning.

This all-powerful, sovereign Creator is the Lord feow. All things were made through Him
and without Him was nothing made that was madeel$tinere are reasons He doesn't answer
every prayer the way we ask, but for the discitflere is never a doubt to the greatness of our
Lord and Savior, or His ability, at any time, towbat is amazing and to do far more abundantly
than we can ask or think. We serve and follow withfidence in His power.

Genesis 1

V. 1 What a way to begin a book. If you were regdast year, this verse should sound familiar
since it is just like Revelation 21:1.

V. 2 This is very different from Revelation 21. Sesee the Spirit brooding in judgment here. It
was probably more like an artist walking aroundex@ of marble, visualizing what it was to
become.

Vs. 3-5 Day One-Light was given from God Himselfieldarkness was already there.

Vs. 6-8 Day Two - The waters above and below haggassted that there was a thick layer of
moisture in the atmosphere surrounding the enéirthelimiting the rays of the sun and giving
the earth a uniform tropical atmosphere. This lafavater in the atmosphere would explain the
waters of the flood and the changes that came thiéeftood. Actually, only God and His power
can account for all of the changes.

Vs. 9-13 Day Three - This was a big day. Not ordydu have dry land and seas separated, but
God planted and grew everything. Again, if we hfarth in the Lord, this shouldn't be any
problem. We have plenty of examples of what Goddmin an instant, but the most deciding
thing is our faithAnd the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grai mustard seed, you could say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and plantedha sea,” and it would obey ydiLuke 17:6)

Vs. 14-19 Day Four - All of the days up to now pretty straightforward, but there are some
guestions about this day. First, it comes after @ade the plants. Second, it has a specific
purpose, to separate and to be for signs and seasadrfor days and years.

This would mean that the sun, moon, other planedsgalaxies were made on the fourth day and
they were made for us. Their purpose was to gitretural” day and night and for counting

time. Of course there were other reasons God niede t but these are the said reasons. We'll
see in Revelation, that life can exist without thémfact, it will. It seems that these things were
made only for this time during the history of treeta.

Vs. 20-23 Day Five - One interesting thought herthat although the plants were fine before the
sun was made to provide energy and heat, the amimeaided the universe to be there even more
than the plants. Birds and insects, (bees, for pl@meed the angle of the sun and the other
"signs" for guidance. Probably all of the animais much more instinctively aware of the sun,
moon and stars than we know.

Vs. 24-31 Day Six - This is the creation of thenaalis first and then us as the finishing of God's
work.

V. 26 Notice that this is the climax of creatiorotNing else has been created in the image of
God. Man then is to rule over, guide and shephittlat God had madén so much of what we
see with God, He always creates with a purposenditida sense of giving purpose and
responsibility. Being made in God's image, and @aiple to talk personally with God, would
have given mankind purpose, fulfilment and resjiuhty. It would have been cool, and



eventually we would have known and built and depetbmore than we have at present. Sin
ruined a lot of things.

V. 27 This is a huge verse. Every person on tlaagt fails to thank God for His image. It is the
thing we take for granted. It is the thing we tvéetwe can sin intelligently and deny His
existence. Cool. When God pulled the "image" froebbchadnezzar in Daniel, chapter 4, he
didn't think it was cool; in fact, he didn't thinkebuchadnezzar just mooed.

The second part of this verse is also to be resgdeutd revered. God made them male and

female. Men take the gifts of God and twist therthigr own destruction. Read Mark 10:6-7
where this is quoted by Jesus. Jesus had no atherof marriage than a man and a woman,
who, by the way, did not divorce.

Vs. 28-31 This is a fuller description of man'serof the planet. This authority and power that
Adam was given was lost to Satan when Adam sindag. came under the condemnation of sin
and was no longer fit to rule the planet. Sataraegly went from being an assistant to
mankind, to being a restricting guardian

With all of these blessings, and before the Falljas a very good day.

Note that the real division between chapters 12aistbetween 2:3 and 2:4. This is a good time
to learn or be reminded that the verse and chapteions were made by Stephen Langton in
1205. He did an amazing job, but the divisionsrareinspired and many of them are not
accurate. The general creation of chapter 1 isited in, and focused upon, in chapter 2, giving
some specific detail to the creation of man and amm

Regarding the creation of woman: As followers ofi€thwe know that our world and society is
"sex" saturated. We also know that we, like Kingridgand countless Christians and ministers),
can fall prey to sexually related malfunctions. \Mra about to say might not have applied to
Paul or to 1% of the population, but | believepphes to everyone else.

This account, true and literal, shows that "sexidsthe issue with "sex.” The issue is
completeness. There is a huge difference. Genesadigking, sexual urge is something we
"think” we can harness, but the human need for d¢et@pess is an irresistible human need built
into us from creation. Ignore it, and it will rumy over. Deny it, and it will find a way of
expression that will create dysfunction and paiom@leteness may be expressed as sexual, but
the real driving power is thepiritual need to be complete as man and woman, as Godusade
This is the reason God later grants a concessiorefoarriage. The need He built into us is a
part of us. On this earth and especially with quirisial sickness (sin) it will not be denied.

All this is to say that in the world of disciplephthis reality has to be faced. Many couples are
ruined and many men maimed in their walk with Ghidecause they don't take their need for
being complete seriously. It becomes spiritualiaedut in the category of scratching an itch.
Sexually, they end up wounded and sidelined. Muohershould be said on this subject in the
context of discipleship, but suffice it to say thi@s passage is an important one every day in our
world.

Genesis 2
Vs. 1-3 These verses really end the general désaripf creation from chapter 1.

V. 4 This verse is huge. In a sense, it is tellisghat the Bible will be an account of the fallen
history of man until this history is ended. RememiB»d had Moses begin writing this well
after the Fall. The purpose of the book is to rddbe redemptive history of God's working with
man to save man. The conclusion of this book vellrbRevelation when God does away with
these heavens (sky, space, galaxies) and earttraaigs the new heavens, new earth and the
eternal world.



Vs. 5-9 Now, the account of creation will be retolih the focus on the creation of man.

Vs. 5-6 Notice how the order is given again, bldtree to man. The earth was planted and God
watered the earth from a mist that went up. Appi#yreénere was no rain until the flood. This
would have been complete, including the gardemgreahan would have something to eat. Just
like a baby, once it's out of mom, it has to haveabreath and food to eat.

Vs. 7-9 The focus here is the garden and the gmui$sod planted the garden, but Adam would
have been the landscape architect.

V. 9 Here are the two trees. What a solemn versattbDand life were both presenhe tree of
the knowledge of good and ewids not magic. The decision made there would digé t
knowledge regardless of whether Adam and Eve hagleabor disobeyed. The decision was a
spiritualaction, which would either break their relationstapgsod, or it would prove their love
for Him. Had they made the right decision, God wicéve led them tthe tree of lifewhere
they would have received eternal life and theinticent” nature would have been transformed
into a mature, sinless "spiritual” nature. God ddwve then turned around and judged Satan
and the entire sad tragedy never would have been.

Vs. 10-14 This geography shouldn't make too muakses¢o us. Moses and God are giving the
people some general bearings. The creation of mdhe garden was between these rivers.
However, the earth changed after the flood. Ingéhgenerations after the flood it is supposed
that the continents drifted, creating the contisemtd thereby distributing mankind all over the
place. Some of the continental drift theories middeePersian Gulf the center of a flower that
spread out east and west. Also, there would hage people in Moses' day who would have still
known about this event as history. (Remember, Mageswell educated, meaning that nations
back then had recorded historical events.) Todesitld be the same as telling children that
Germany used to be divided. They'll find that hartelieve.

Vs. 15-17 Notice that "work" was not the curse. A/daould have been smart and energetic and
creative. I'll bet he had all sorts of ideas on tthalo. And then of course, the tree of the test.
Imagine, Adam had hundreds of square miles and/eneginable tree to eat from. I'm sure that
staying away from one tree couldn't have beenlitgadf a deal, right?

Vs. 18-25 Notice that in the creation of Eve, Gabwery intentional. He made Adam feel his
need. Notice that God made Adam so that even arfag environment, with all his needs met,
with a sense of fulfillment in being able to make mark on God's creation, and with being able
to walk daily with God in the cool of the eveniragcording to God's plan, Adam was not
complete without Eve.

V. 20 In naming the animals there wasn't just teaiof "lordship," but rather connection. Adam
would have felt personally responsible for alllwktcreation that was given to him to protect and
develop.

Adam eventually probably felt lonely.

V. 22 | wonder if Adam thought it was Christmas!d3arought her. This was the first wedding
and I'll bet it was God the Son who was officiating

V. 23 What an amazing declaration. Again, the nanefwoman is connection. She would now
be under his care, figuratively speaking, castiisggarment over her (Ruth 3:9 vs. Malachi 2:16)
although they were both naked.

V. 24 Don't let the simplicity of this verse foaby. God is saying through Moses that this is
what began that feeling in man, that force of ratthrat event of life that is so close to us and is
still so unexplainable. God did it and it will be @resistible part of human history until the end.
Our need is not sex; it is completion.



Also notice the order in this verse: a man leapess to hisWIFE (not girlfriend), and then the
two become one flesh.

These were good days on the earth. Redemption etaehneeded, but tomorrow it will be a
bad day and the beginning of all bad days on elnill show us why God has left us here as
disciples to follow our Lord in the harvest.

Matthew 1-2:12
Now, the beginning of the redemptive work of ourd.o
Matthew 1

Vs. 1-17 Notice that Matthew not only uses thedige of Joseph, but Matthew only records God
speaking to Joseph, the son of David. Matthew isgithis for his very Jewish audience. In
emphasizing David here, there is an emphasis aeghawas God's grace that made the
covenant with Abraham. It was God's grace thatelsvid and promised the Christ would be
born in his lineage. Grace and truth came throeglug Christ in its full revelation. Although
ages changed and the object of saving faith wéerdift for Abraham, for David under the law,
and for the believer in Christ, it has always bbgmrace, through faith. Note later that Paul
mentions both Christ and His resurrection and dedcem David as a part of his gospel....grace
and fulfillment. And in all of that grace, the salion of man has been the goal. As disciples we
have received grace, and it is now our missioeltdhiose around us that this grace is fulfilled in
Christ.

V. 11 Notice that Jechoniah (also called Jehoiaohi@oniah) was part of Joseph's genealogy.
God spoke through Jeremiah (Jere. 22:30) that delioi would never have a descendant who
was king of Israel. This is why Jesus is a physiescendant of Mary, not Joseph. In terms of
human lineage, Joseph was Jesus' legal fathedebus was Mary's physical son. Jesus' claim to
the human throne of David is through Mary. In Li&®81 it says that Mary was descended from
David through Nathan, Solomon's brother (1Chr..3:5)

Vs. 18-25 Matthew is being led by the Spirit todemn those events of Jesus' birth that fulfilled
the predictions of the law and the prophets. Agadiice that everything is being directed
through Joseph.

V. 18 In Luke we know that Mary was with Elizabeslouth in Judah, for three months, helping
Elizabeth during the birth of John. When Mary raed home she was three months pregnant
and showing, and I'm sure her explanation soundeat.g

Vs. 20-25 I think this is kind and very encouragofghe angel to address Joseph as "son of
David.” Joe must have felt down, thinking Mary Haekn unfaithful. Notice that the angel tells
Joseph to name the baby in v. 21 and v. 25. ThatdAmave been a great honor for Joseph
knowing that this baby was the coming Savior inlihe of David.

Vs. 22-23 This is Matthew's and the Spirit's comtagnon this event. God was not just
fulfilling Scripture; He was fulfilling His promiseof redemption.

Vs. 24-25 Joe was quite a guy and a man of faithn&med Jesus. Oddly enough, what we find
in Matthew regarding the times the angels spokimseph is all we know of Joe. He served God
in a very quiet, obscure way.

Matthew 2

Vs. 1-2 Notice that Matthew skips the shepherdsthadnanger. The wise men have no names.
They came from the east, probably the area aroatyIBn. It is thought that the inspiration for
their waiting and observing came from the influent®aniel. We don't know how many wise
men there were, only that they brought three gifts.



Vs. 3-4 Herod was evil and religious. What a corabon. He believed enough to be very
dangerous. He claimed to have some Jewish conndatigrael and to have the right to claim
the throne, thus being a king. If the Messiah wdsave been found, it would have been a major
threat to Herod. Sin is pretty irrational.

Vs. 5-6 This is Micah 5:2. Again, Matthew is progito the Jewish mind, that Jesus fulfills these
prophecies.

Vs. 7-8 Wait until you see what comes of this. Hienas really an evil genius.

Vs. 9-12 It will be fun one day to meet these guyemember the first time | read this as a
disciple of the Lord and realized that they fourduk in a house, not the stable and manger. |
just kept reading this, stunned. I'm happy to sggtlover it.

Tomorrow, Joseph & family are really going to néledlse gifts. Stay tuned.

One of the benefits of reading The One Year Bibl® keep the perspective of what all this
history is working toward. The OT is going to gerdhto read, but in the Gospels and Acts, we
stay focused on the unfolding of God's missioretich a lost world. Having the New Testament
along with the Old Testament will help us see tBg/wise and subtle way God uses those
people in the OT to lay the foundation for our sdiln.

Psaim 1

What a tremendous promise of the power of the Vifoir lives. Yet, for the disciple, it begins
with thedelightin Christ and the saving plan of God. The apptemieof salvation, of His grace

to us, draws us to His Word; and in these our lar@srooted. This is the strength of abiding in

Christ as a disciple.

V. 1 The Lord wants us to be separated unto Hins fidgminds me of John 17:13anctify them
in the truth; your word is truth.

V. 2 Does God really mean this? Every year | belignis more.
Vs. 3-4 This has nothing to do with outward succ#ss the life of following Christ.

Vs. 5-6 The decisions we make now not only affeetkind of life we lead on earth, but they
determine where we stand on the day of judgmennuihis tragic time on earth is concluded.
Will we stand in the redemption that Jesus brimgeith we stand under God's judgment?

It is easy to read this psalm and enjoy the imaged/say, "Amen!” But how many of us will
really believe that we need to be in the Bible g\8#ngle day, drawing our life from Him? If you
believe that, do it. Make time and do it. No exauskist do it. It has been the best time of my
life for the past 20 years and | don't know whedeok without it.

Proverbs 1:1-6

It is always sad for me to begin Proverbs, knovilvag the wisest man in the world stopped
loving God, began to love everything else and diddtter fool. If it could happen to him, are we
any better, even with the Spirit? No, the strergta disciple is to love and follow Christ and
abide in His Word. Thevise and understandin@/att. 11:25) don't get to see wtiidtie children
see if they simply and humbly hear God's Word amd.d



