JANUARY 16
Genesis 32:13-34:31
Genesis 32:13-32

Vs. 13-21 Jacob sends Esau that day's equivalénetti2 Days of Christmas." It's interesting
to see how Jacob, a veteran herdsman, groupeddimses, even in terms of female to male
ratios. | wonder why there were no male camels oeetl.

V. 20 There is certainly a cultural dance takingcel here, but more importantly, Jacob is trying
to appease Esau. I'm more impressed by what isngissdny wife will tell you that "nothing

says you're sorry, like saying you're sorry." Tifesgvere an interesting token, but the words
never came. People secure in Christ should hawmbess$ using that word.

Vs. 22-32 For us as disciples, the only lessomIsee here is that the Lord tests our tenacity.
Faith is more often seen in persistence and enderaéman in genius and success. Apparently
there was a folk legend of something like thigidti held the "spirit" until the light of dawn, it
would grant your wish. | guess the Irish werentt far off. Anyway, if so, God was using it and
making a point with Jacob. Thisanwould be the pre-incarnate Son of God. For Jésusure
this was more like playing, trying to wrestle alsagvay from a Jack Russell Terrier; but He
wanted to see how persistent Jacob would be irumgssod's blessing.

V. 28 This is the birth of the nantgrael. What a name and how true it has been. And I&ia=|
been striving with men and God ever since. Jasthtsng with God was in "taking" the

blessing rather than waiting on God and receivinig obedience. (Think about this when you
read about the kingdom suffering violence belovihg prevailing is seen in his perseverance. He
outlasted man, and even in his disobedience thaseawaith in the promise that stayed alive.
Isn't it interesting that the name came out ofestand contention, and it will be this way until
Christ returns? Israel has been and will be a foédighting in the world, and it has been and

will be the focus of spiritual aggression againstdGut as the name suggests, with God's help,
they will prevail.

God gave Jacob a constant reminder of this daytentlessing pronounced on him. What an
interesting "reminder" to give to a scoundrel. Tlimgp would be a permanent, lifelong
disability. With every limp, Jacob would be remiddsf his wrestling and contending with God
and man and the words of blessing from the andes gromise of blessing on Jacob would not
end his woes. Oddly, the hip disorder was goingjdav him down to make him less "tricky,"
and it would be a reminder to depend on God. Whelheob actually becomes more "spiritual”
is doubtful.

You've got to laugh at God's timing. On the day wksau is coming with 400 men, running the
hundred in 13 seconds would be a handy skill; aadB is now disabled, though blessed, by
God.

Genesis 33

Vs. 1-17 I'm sad every year when | read this. Heraes Esau, like a big, friendly, drooling St.
Bernard, running up to Jacob, hugging him, andngrygin him. Then there is Jacob, blessed, yet
with ulcers and a bad conscience. And Jacob hataidytunfriendly, suspicious and "stiff-
arming” manner.

It was actually the Lord who soothed Esau. HisshtesEsau had allowed Esau to forgive. Also,
it doesn't seem that Esau had a complicated andwng nature, so he might not have been
disposed to holding on to grudges.

Jacob never says he's sorry or that what he didwasg. (Keep this in mind when you read the
next few dysfunctional family adventures. The ligsre like Dad, except for one notable



exception.) Jacob's entire demeanor and desioelis taccepted” and then left alone. This was
all about him. The gifts were only manipulativen& Jacob thought he had to forcefully get
God’s blessing, he turned into this kind of a ntasau looks good and honest. No ulcer there.
But Jacob has masterminded his own little tradgc-lrich, blessed, and miserable. And it will
get worse.

Forcing the gifts on Esau was important to showadlgathat there was some sort of "good"
relationship between the two parties. This is wiyaham refused the stuff from the king of
Sodom. He didn't want to be shown as "bonded"rt@m agreement with, him. This is why both
Pharaoh and Abimelech gave lavish gifts to Aberatee tricked them, to show that things had
been smoothed. By taking these gifts, Esau wagdenced by Jacob to show that all was well
between them. Esau's greeting and actions shovalthaas already forgiven long before he saw
the gifts. This looks like manipulation to me, ahdo, Esau must have just smiled and thought,
"Same old Jacob, poor guy.”

Vs. 18-20 Now it is true that Jacob, like Abrahamd ésaac before him, needed a large area
where he could graze his herds. I'm surprisedXhebb settled near Shechem because his father
Isaac was still alive, probably 75 miles south geBheba. Who knows what was going through
his mind and why he didn't see his father. Didtileh&ve a guilty conscience? | think Jacob

was blessed by God, but cursed by his own deceaitfre. Jacob buying the land near Shechem
meant that he needed it for grazing and that hddiatay there. It would also allow him to trade
with the people in Shechem. This is probably threage referred to in John 4.

Genesis 34

There must be a passage of time here. Just guessieg Jacob returned, his oldest son Reuben
would only have been about 13. If you look at thenbers mentioned previously, you can figure
this out. Dinah might have been about 8 and Josepiid have been 6 when they entered the
land. There must be about 10 years that have ggrespecially considering what Simeon and
Levi were capable of.

Vs. 1-7 I've heard preachers "wax elephants” reggidinah meeting with the women of the
land as being something wrong. | can't see it.derlBhechem was obviously wrong, and he
seems somewhat repentant and wants to do thethiglagt We don't know enough to understand
what Jacob keepings peacaneant. Jacob would have been there with all obinies, so I'm
sure Dinah was comforted and they talked abousitoation.

V. 7 The sons were not jugery angry They felt that war had been declared.

Vs. 8-12 Two wrongs don't make a right, but it dseem like Hamor and Shechem were
sincere.

Vs. 13-17 If not for the wordeceitfullyin v. 13, we wouldn't know that anything was wrong
here. | think they knew that father, son, and thi&e city would agree with their proposal. |
don't agree with some who say the sons were satptigat Shechem agreed to this. | think this
was premeditation and careful planning. These wWeresons of Jacob, the trickster. They had
grown up with the conflict and trickery betweenithreothers and the conflict and trickery
between Jacob and Laban. They knew how to useicioarfid trickery. As often happens, the
sins of the fathers are magnified in the children.

Vs. 18-24 These people had no idea what was goihgppen.

Vs. 25-31 Jacob took no real leadership to brirgsituation to a conclusion. In that leadership
vacuum, Simeon and Levi, "chips off the old blododk over; but as it often is when sin is out
of control, they went way beyond Dad. After Simewmr Levi killed all the men (Jacob
mentions later that in their murderous rage theg afippled the animals), the other brothers
were lined up and ready with their shopping cartb@city gate. They entered the city and did



"supermarket sweep," looting the dead bodies, rsasd markets. The neighbors would learn
that this was "No Ordinary Family."

V. 30 Notice in Jacob's words, there is no regarddod. Jacob is worried about himself. Notice
how often he saysie, myandI.

V. 31 Their words to Jacob, after he rebukes tHaaks an "I'm sorry.” This was just like Jacob,
who was no better with apologies. Jacob's woestdheaugh. Now this dysfunctional family
has two unrepentant murderers.



Matthew 11:7-30

Jesus is very pointed in this section. John theiBlagnded an era, so to speak. In v. 13 Jesus
says.all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until Joksdisciples, we are living "at the end
of the age" and have a very important role andepiacsod's continuing work.

Vs. 7-11 Although the people went to see John &ious reasons, John the Baptist was the final
prophet of the Old Testament period. He fulfillexttbMalachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3. Then Jesus
goes on to say that John the Baptist was the gteaitall men ever born before the new
covenant. If you think that over, that is a préttyge declaration. There were great men who
lived before John, but John had the greatest tagkhanor of all men before him. He was the
messenger sent to introduce to Israel, the Mestiahseed of Abraham and the promised son of
the woman. In the Apostle John's description ofisesd John the Baptist's ministry in John 1,
you can see that John the Baptist wasn't justdotimg the Jewish Messiah. He was introducing
the Savior of mankind.

And then in a very brief way, Jesus says that bty are born of the Spirit by faith in Jesus are
greater than John. Spiritual birth trumps physigeh. It is an amazing privilege to be born of
the Son to follow Him in the harvest.

Vs. 12-15 | think this expresses the conflict betwevorshiping God by the law and rituals, and
worshiping God in Spirit and in truth. Jesus introed the latter. John concluded the former.
Elijah was the prophet used by God to try to timanorthern kingdom of Israel back to God
before their punishment. John the Baptist was tsattempt the same in his generation. Jesus
said that the blood of all the prophets shed froenfoundation of the earth would be required of
that particular generation of Jews that would ldth John and Him. That punishment was
finalized in 70 A.D. when the Romans destroyed sedam and the temple.

Vs. 16-17 That generation was treating the messaigasth men in a trivial, childish way,
insisting that both John and Jesus should conforwhiat the people expected and wanted. It
was really a matter of life and death. The peoptaukl have been alert and ready to respond.

Vs. 18-19 John was criticized because he was \acy. slesus was criticized because he ate rich
food, drank wine and associated with tax collectod sinners. Apparently these were "reasons”
John and Jesus were not taken seriously. Johrt ghanin the excesses of the culture and Jesus
didn't join in shunning people. He mixed freelylwihem. (Note on v. 18 - Luke 7:33 adds to
John the Baptist’s description and saseting no bread and drinking no wingesus was the
opposite of John.)

Yet as much as people could reject John and Jesust dancing to their tune, they knew
inwardly that both of these men were acting frondQa particular, the works Jesus was doing
from the Father couldn't be denied.

Vs. 20-24 This is pretty straightforward. We'vetjtesad about Sodom. Can you imagine that?

Vs. 25-26 God intentionally blinds those who atiee and understanding their own eyes. This
happens even among His own children.

V. 27 On the one hand, this will make you a gootVi@est; but on the other, if you read John 6,
Jesus says the same things but seems to implthératis a response of faith. If a person
welcomes the Word of the Son, the Father reveal§&tn and the Son in turn reveals the Father.
If that acceptance and welcoming faith is not pnesgo amount of hovering around Jesus brings
a person closer. The Father doesn't grant acceiss ®on.

Vs. 28-30 The rest is the promise of rest in th#idaNotice the ordelCome to methentake my
yoke thenlearn from meand therl will give you restl heard this preached by Tony Evans once
and it was amazing. If you don't have the devo#nd relationship, learning is just effort and
feeds only the mind. You have ¢cometo Him and wanHim and be submitted tdim in



devotion, takingHis yoke. If this isn't first, learning just makes yioard and proud. And then,
you have to learfrom Him. You have to submit tblis Word andHisway. As Evans said, you
don't go asking Him to do things your way or blgssr way. He'll tell you that your way doesn't
work and it hasn't been working. No, you've gadidathings His way. You learn from Him.
Then, and only then, do you get the rest. Andrigs comes in a chaotic world. The world
doesn't change, we do.

As we've seen in Genesis and in The Psalms, theastaof God works even when there is no
safety or security. That rest is in Jesus Himsetfdnse we belong to Him, following Him in the
harvest, looking forward to His return.

Psalm 14

Vs. 1-4 Paul uses the words of this psalm in Ron3atesshow that all men, both Jews and
Greeks, are under the power of sin. Only God caalkthat power, but for all men, including
disciples, that power is still there. The answeha now in Christ, for us, there is forgiveness;
and the power of sin is broken by the indwellingyH8pirit. The true cure comes when our
bodies are "redeemed," in being resurrected.

Vs. 5-7 But in spite of all the hardship, David wamfident that God would deliver and the
people would once again rejoice.

Proverbs 3:19-20

Isn't it interesting to have this proverb, followithe psalm that sayse fool says in his heart,
'there is no God."?f | found a pencil lying on a desk and tried tawemce people the pencil

"just got there, that it just "happened" after 80an years of evolution and earthly events," they
would sayl was a fool. Rational people would tell me the jplem=eded an engineer to design it
because it's really two halves glued together atdbat fabricated graphite core. Then it gets 12
coats of paint, etc. And then, someone had totprt the desk.

No, the pencil is evidence of a designer, an emgiaad a manufacturer. But those same people
would say the world just happened. It is our st tihhakes us fools. It is that desire to rebel
against God regardless of the cost that is sinisSime most powerful and deadly force on this
planet. Why don't we have a world "Sin" day andljtke black ribbons on all our products to
remind us that we're fighting against sin? It isdht® fight against something you don't believe
in.



