JANUARY 20
Genesis41:17-42:17
Genesis 41:17-57

Vs. 17-33 Knowing that the dream came from God redike very interesting dream. What
stands out to me is the length. Fourteen yearsosgtime.

Vs. 34-36 Joseph was a "full-service" dream revedia sure this was part of God's working
too.

Vs. 37-45 Talk about "rags to riches!" This de&luded power, authority and a wife. Isn't it
interesting that God had this planned all the tamd never told Joseph? God was making Joseph
a certain kind of man that He could trust with tkirsd of power and responsibility. Joseph never
knew what was coming and he could have given upthan, God kept just enough favor and
blessing coming, to keep Joseph encouraged thrmsghals. And He can do this with us. His
wisdom and working are beyond our comprehensioasd?aul said in Romans 11:33-86he

depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsear chable are his judgments and

how inscrutable hisways! "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his

counselor?" " Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?" For from himand

through himand to himare all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Vs. 46-57 In this summary of the fulfilling of tlleeams and the success of Joseph's work, there
is some very interesting information.

V. 46 Notice how old Joseph was when he enteredsetvice. He was sold when he was 17 and
now he is 30. He was a slave for 13 years. Thesyedh Potiphar and in the prison taught Jacob
skills. He learned the language, the customs, tisenbss of buying and selling, and he learned
the laws. But he was still a slave and still sigteunder the injustice of what his brothers had
done to him. And then, there was the injustice bawPotiphar's wife did to him. I'll bet that was
along 13 years.

Vs. 50-52 What does the naming of his childrenytell? We make Joseph out to be a superhero,
and he was, sort of. Still, I'm not getting theadkat he knew yet what God was up to. The
names show that Joe was still grieving and headind,this, many years later. The year before
the famine means that Joe was now 36 and hadn't®éamily for 19 years, over half of his

life.

V. 57 All the "world" in that area of the world kwethere was grain in Egypt. Egypt would have
been a hopping place.

Genesis 42:1-17

Time has passed. To see how many years it was inoe $oseph had seen his brothers, peek
ahead at Genesis 45:6.

Vs. 1-5 After all these years, we finally hear stimmeg about Jacob and the family. Actually, the
adventures of Judah (chapter 38) have taken exailyng. What does v. 4 suggest to you? In
Jacob's thinking, Benjamin was the only remainioig af the Rachel side of the family. By now
all of the other men had their own wives, familiets, servants and herds.

Vs. 6-17 This is Joseph meeting his brothers.

V. 9 What is the importance of this verse? Whatsdbes tell you about Joseph and his thinking
the past ___ years? It does not seem to me thgtldaseicipated seeing his brothers or had given
the significance of his past dreams any thought ootv.



Why do you think Joseph is treating them so roughigon't think it has anything to do with
revenge. The last time Joe saw them, they wereenoud, merciless men.

We'll put more of this together tomorrow. It is egh to say that, as disciples, God doesn't do
everything in our lives at once. We often look baokl say that we should have known or
understood something at a certain time in our |ieesve wish we had. The Father is a good
teacher. His plan is vast and He teaches us itifdes He opens our eyes according to His
timing and plan. In the meantime, even in our sileg, we trust Him and follow in the harvest.

M atthew 13:24-46

It would be a good exercise to think of how altluése parables fit together. The parable of the
sower comes first, then the wheat and the weeds,ttite mustard seed, then the ditty on
parables, then the explanation of the wheat andisyéken the hidden treasure and finally the
pearl of great price. | think | have it figured phut your exercise will benefit you more than my
ideas, and don't try to Google and find someone’€ksxplanation. Do it yourself.

Vs. 24-30 The wheat and the weeds. Jesus givgsatlable here and then the explanation later.
This parable is similar to the parable of the met toe fish later, but this story has the twist of
there being an enemy. So, what do you think the @bthe enemy is here? The weeds don't keep
the wheat from being harvested, but they do mageytbwth of the wheat more difficult and it
makes the harvest more work. Ultimately all the athwill get into the barn and all the weeds

will be burnt. It seems like the impact of weedthis difficulty during the present time regarding
the growth of the wheat and the kingdom.

Vs. 31-32 In Jesus saying that the mustard setie ssnallest of all seeds, | don't believe He is
trying to make a scientific statement. In the eigyere of the people listening, the mustard seed
was a very small seed, probably the smallest thelytt deal with. What do you think Jesus is
teaching about the kingdom in this parable? It sekke the point is that of a small beginning
being contrasted with the huge result. I've heardespeople suggest that the birds are evil, but |
don't see that. In other places a king's sovergigmtl power is expressed in his ability to provide
shelter to the birds and animals.

V. 33 Again, this is a positive expression of tivegklom being small in its beginning and size,
but permeating everything though unseen.

Vs. 35-36 As Matthew has done before, he is showiagJesus was fulfilling the words of the
OT prophets. It is interesting to see who this peipwas. Look at Psalm 78:2.

Vs. 36-43 This is pretty straightforward, dealinghathe end of the Tribulation and the second
coming of Christ. Still, notice that the time oktimpact of the parable is now and the difficulty
the weeds present to the growing wheat and theiggokingdom. The angels won't break into a
sweat doing their part. Notice in v. 43 what hagpenthe children of the kingdom once the
weeds are removed. | think that helps show thetpdithe parable.

V. 44 This is pretty easy to understand. Is knowdigist worth everything? Paul thought so in
Philippians 3:8.

Vs. 45-46 Ditto. Isn't it interesting that the dreto Pharaoh was repeated twice using different
figures? Here we are given something similar. Tthatsaid twice means that it is certain and
true,fixed by God. (Genesis 41:32)

Given the importance of understanding what Jessayisg, as disciples we can ask ourselves if
we are giving enough of ourselves to growing irudeand serving Him in the harvest. Is
knowing Christ the most important thing in our Byeisible in all we say and do and spend our
time on? The hidden treasure and the pearl arevaation to a willing heart. I've been

following for 35 years, and although | agree whk tgive everything" teaching, | still catch
myself holding back from really giving everythinbhese parables are a constant invitation and



exhortation to give everything and follow our Londthe harvest. That's what disciples do. Or as
someone has said, "To give all that you are fothall He is; this is the gospel according to
Jesus."

Psalm 18:1-15

Vs. 1-6 As with most of the psalms so far, thet f§ig verses are great encouragement and will
resonate with those who have been in the presh@areldesperately needed the Lord to rescue
them.

Vs. 7-15 These images are of God coming to Davé$sue. What do you see in the images that
follow, that is interesting to you? To me this viasirative of how God vindicated and brought
David to the throne, but it looks literal with reéddo the events in Revelation before the Son
comes to His throne.

Proverbs4:1-6

These verses seem autobiographical. Solomon isiméog David sitting down with him and
talking.

It seems to me that Solomon wrote this during @éopgexvhen he was close to the Lord, but he
drifted later in life. Rehoboam, Solomon's son, midd heed this advice. The inspiration of the
Spirit and the truth of God's words remain, evesugh the messenger didn’t heed his own
message. Here’s what Paul said to Timothy in 1 Tinyd:16,Keep a close watch on your sel f
and on the teaching. (RSV "and your teaching'Rersist in this, for by so doing you will save

both yourself and your hearers.

It makes sense, doesn't it, and it really appliess as disciples making disciples.

The other thing that hits me and applies to usssples is v. 6love her, and she will guard
you. Apparently in Solomon's later years, he loved athing else.

For us as disciples, for our entire lives followi@grist, there is no more secure place on the
planet than abiding in and loving our Lord, stayinddis Word, working in His harvest. Life
situations change. Our ages change. Our Saviolpkésand His salvation remain the same. It is
our love for Him and our hope in Him that keeps us.



