JANUARY 9
Genesis 20:1-22:24

So, we are nine days into the year. How are yongtoRemember: The Word is alive. These
notes are not. Work to maintain your daily timedieg the Word. If the notes are interesting to
you, they will be here when you have time to rdaaht. There are lots of lessons in these
passages. As you read, what is the Spirit highhghfor you?

Genesis 20

V. 1 We are never told why Abe & Co. journeyed soWWhatever the reason was, there was no
emergency. It seems that Abraham found himselfgoexamined in the kingdom of Abimelech;
and once questioned about Sarah, Abe felt thredteme lied. Then one thing led to another. It
could be that there was an actual threat once Aonakas approached, because God never
rebukes Abraham.

V. 2 Sarah was apparently still a "hot chick” at R@ver give up!

Vs. 3-7 I'm always amazed at how easily God ananktech spoke together. This literally put
the fear of God in Abimelech. It is interestingttod protected Sarah. God would have done
this even without the lie.

Vs. 8-13 Abraham explains the situation behindithéhat he and Sarah told. Rightfully so,
Abimelech is offended and is right in saying thaéefshouldn't have done this. Abe answers that
he didn't sense from the people that there waareofehe Lord in the land. There was fear now.

Vs. 14-18 Abimelech giving gifts to Abe and Saradsva sign of his innocence and testimony to
all the people to keep their hands off of Abrahatmraham's prayer brought God's blessing back
to Abimelech.

If you read between the lines here, | don't thirdimMelech was such an innocent guy; and so
God used this situation to cause Abimelech angédple to fear God and to respect Abraham.

On the other hand, God protected Abraham from HiriSeen a man of faith like Abe had feet

of clay. Apparently Abe was proud of his "littlefdk, but what we see is that he had a huge area
of fear and weakness. You wonder how someone wtig&an so much from God could do this.
He and Sarah were living in the very fulfilmenethhad longed for, so why would they fear

man and doubt God. There is a root of deceit dokiery here in Abe and Sarah that sprouts in
Isaac and blooms in Jacob. But | look at myselgvking Christ, having the Spirit and the Word
and a mission, and | can do the same kind of stliis passage is a warning to all who earnestly
follow Christ to get the "logs" out of our eyes.

In a way, the "unbeliever" is really the hero héte.had a good, educational encounter with God
that would prove useful later with Abraham and tsd@e event was used by God for many
purposes.

Genesis 21

Vs. 1-7 Isn't it interesting that when God told Abat he and Sarah would have a child, Abe
laughed. Then when Sarah heard it from the Lord |abhghed. Isaac means laughter. God
understood that the result of what he put Abe ardisthrough would bring laughter of awe and
joy when the baby was born. Because of the way fidegared their hearts, these are two parents
who would never take the blessing of being partartgranted.

Vs. 6-7 When | read these words it makes me thin&tvan incredibly unique woman Sarah
must have been, and we know so little about her.



Vs. 8-13 Apparently Ishmael was mocking and makimgof Isaac. God allowed this situation
to take place to move Abe and Sarah to this deti$od approved of sending Hagar and
Ishmael away.

Note that God refers to Hagaryasur slave womamot "your other wife.” Even in God's eyes,
Abe only had one wife. Paul would pick up on tlagerence to thelave womaryears later
when he wrote Galatians.

V. 12 This truth is also used by Paul very powdyfil Romans 9:6ff.

We could go after Sarah for her attitude towardafamd Ishmael, but God doesn't. He tells
Abe to go with it. Not all disharmony is outside@bd's will, and like the thing that happened
with Abimelech, He uses this within His working. Asciples working with unbelievers or in
churches, things happen relationally beyond outrobrPeople get into conflicts and things
break in funny, unexpected ways when there is emhsliscord. Instead of losing our minds, we
need to rest in the Lord and realize He might readeeper purpose in the thing we're calling a
failure or catastrophe.

Vs. 14-21 Notice that God was with Ishmael anddddshim. If you begin to underline the
names of different peoples beginning in chapterydQ,see that there were already Egyptians,
Canaanites and Philistines and many others. Thoe plas crawling with people. I've heard
people say that the major mistake that Abe andhSaede here was the birth of Ishmael, whose
people became the enemies of the Jews. However, the Edomites and Moabites and
Ammonites were all enemies too, and none wereeeliat Ishmael. It seems to me, from reading
the text, the future enemies of the Jews were @dreaplace and God is blessing Ishmael.

Vs. 22-34 Notice that Abimelech initiates this coaat with Abraham. He now knows about
Abe and, with the strength of Abe's camp and tbetfeat God was with him, Abe was a threat
to Abimelech.

Abraham is still the man of faith. The recordinglait encounter will make sense of what
happens to Isaac later. Abraham could have talefatid, or at least conquered Abimelech's
kingdom. Abraham's camp probably had more people &bimelech and Abe's men were
proven in battle. Also, because of the size ohleigls, Abe needed more territory. He could have
"taken" this piece of the promised land withouttimg. He endured inconvenience and
discomfort to pursue God's promise in waiting. Ddehiat sound strange, to pursue something
by waiting? You won't find that in a managementlbd&'hat a great lesson for us as disciples,
choosing to hunger and work in the harvest makiagples, when we could just enjoy "now"

and make our own heaven on earth.

Genesis 22

Vs. 1-2 Notice that GotestedAbe. He didn’t tempt him to sin. Apparently itttsbe expected
that God will "test" us too, to see if what He lgagen us has become an idol, or if our hearts are
wholly His.

Mt. Moriah apparently is where Jerusalem would bit.0f you're like me, you wonder if all of
what is about to happen took place where Jesusdwomed day be sacrificed. It could be.

Vs. 3-14 This story is pretty straightforward.

People often wonder if they would have the faitiAbfaham, meaning, if God asked them to
sacrifice their son if they could do it. Note tlhgdac was a teenager. Knowing what teens are
like, maybe this is why Abe seems so willing toid@ad joke.

Testing is "fitted"” to us and our lives followingp@. To answer the above question, if you had
all of Abe's experience with God, had all his faidtwait and believe, lived 25 years without
hope and saw the promised child, left home onlyhenword of God, etc., etc., etc., then, yes,



this test would have been meaningful to you andwould have done what Abe did. And, your
name would also be Abraham.

Interestingly here, we are told in Hebrews that Abew God could raise Isaac from the dead.
Yet with Abimelech, Abe had such fear for his owa.IMaybe that is why this test was so great.
Abe had to deal with his deepest fear, and, irt legtall the Lord had done for him, Abe finally
submitted his fear of death to the hand of God.

Vs. 15-19 This test is a high point in redemptii&dry. Adam was not able to pass a test like
this. Now, at that point in history there was a marearth, who out of love for God and trust in
Him, was willing to sacrifice something more deahtm than his own life.

Notice that it washe angel of the Lordlesus Himself, who spoke. This would be the place
where He, the Son, would be sacrificed by His Rafthrethe sins of mankind. Also, Isaac would
have heard all of this.

There are lots of lessons for a disciple here. @ifidest us even though it seems unfair, since
we are straining to do what others are not. Fruitemdure and lead to more fruit if the branch is
wholly connected to, and abiding in, the vine. Ymwe and devotion to your Savior is more
important than making disciples, reaching the éwst all the "Christian” stuff you do. In

Ephesus, they lost their first love, but loved wagk, and Jesus wasn't pleased. He threatened to
remove them. It is too easy to make an idol of stigiand God's blessing.

Vs. 20-24 This little genealogical note is to guesome info that will soon become important.
Matthew 7:15-29

These are Jesus' final instructions, warningscaradifications to His disciples in the sermon.
Note that there were not just the Twelve or thebl,possibly a couple hundred "would be”
disciples present.

Vs. 15-20 Jesus is bracing His disciples for tladityeof false disciples. He is also getting them
to probe their own motives in following Him. In ewW years Peter, John, and Paul would all be
writing letters to churches warning them aboutddislievers. Disciples are known by the
disciples they produce. All disciples are to mastithe love of Christ in the desire to reach the
lost and make disciples. Often we think that a@®ssmouth and words are "fruit.” Jesus says
we are to seek the glory of the one who sent o6n(J:18)

Disciples are known by their fruit. Some people edm Christ for themselves, their needs, their
name, their comfort, etc. If a person's faith igpgwate and fruitless as to be invisible, | think
James would say, "Faith without works is dead.”igcgble has to make sure he is discipling.
Following isn't an invisible walk, for as Jesussaylight is lit to be put on a stand and gives
light to all who enter. Jesus doesn't seem to hasegegory for disciples who are allowed to hide
it under a bushel. As disciple makers, we neecketpuiting it "out there" ourselves and leading
others to do the same with their light. Fruit isessary. Read John 15:1-8 to understand the
importance of fruit. To see Jesus' definition aitfrlook at John 12:24.

Vs. 21-23 I'll bet when Jesus told this to His ghkes, it took their breath away. It is possible to
be involved in ministry and to be lost. Activityn®t enough, even in the name of Jesus. Look at
the list: they prophesied, they cast out demores; thd mighty works. Holy cow! How did they

do that without knowing Christ? | don't know, buisi possible. Note that Jesus doesn't say, "I
knew you once, but you got off track.” He sdyfsjever knew you.Never! They came to the

light to fulfill their own needs, not because o¥éofor Jesus. Look at Acts 8:18-24. Here is a guy
who came to the light so he could do miracles.

We need to be very careful and discerning as desipo, even if we do know and love Jesus.
We need, like Abe above, to be very careful thatrtinistry and God's blessings do not become
idols to us and remove us from loving Christ. Ippans every day.



Vs. 24-27 The key to living as a disciple is so@en He whadhearsHis words andloesthem is

a disciple. Hearing is more than reading, but yanitc'hear" them if you don't read them. This is
why we're in the Word and why we get people intoWord. But like the parable of the soil and
so many of Jesus' parables, we all need to makeffibre to attach value to His Words and to
following Him. And all of this issues from our loand desire for Him. If we love Jesus, we will
read and understand and believe and trust His ViReslponding to our Lord's love moves us to
"do" His Word. The "doing" is not duty if you'reageful and in love. | know it's hard, but it
shouldn't be a "duty" to tell the dying where warid life.

Vs. 28-29 And like us, the peopleere astonished at His teaching
Psalm 9:1-12

As a disciple, note that the adoration and praigeanl (vs. 1, 2, 9) are only possible because
David was oppressed and driven for ten years ftovitng God. Abraham and Sarah could

laugh in wonder and joy because they waited foye&dys. We will have this kind of praise, if we
pay the price of discipleship, following Christaohing the lost, making disciples, who make
disciples. Living like this won't make everyone hgpWe may have to endure and wait and cry
out; but in the end, in order to protect us, thedLwill draw us to His side. That's a good place to
be and it makes all of the hardship worth it.

Today we only have the first half of this psalm.

Vs. 1-2 Even though David was still under stresd8), he had seen God deliver him so often
that in coming with this new request for help, blkiad to praise the Lord for the past.

Vs. 3-4 David had seen enemies fall and circumssohange. He knew it wasn't simply
because God loved him, but because God is right@aodisnaintains the cause of those who
follow Him.

Vs. 5-8 As Godebuked the nationghey fell and were forgotten, but God has, andags will,
continue to reign and give justice to the people.

Vs. 9-10 This is David's declaration of God's truth
Vs. 11-12 This is the praise due God for the tnftthose last verses.
Proverbs 2:16-22

Vs. 16-19 For the disciple, being wise, like thasevman" who built the house above, keeps you
from a lot of foolishness. One area of danger Stbmon is about to mention repeatedly is
seeking sexual fulfillment in the wrong places. Apmtly Solomon was writing this before it
actually happened to him.

What would be more relevant to our culture? Thislevand individuals in it will be in chaos
until the Lord returns, because we don't understamaeed for completion and how powerful
and controlling it is if it is not satisfied accang to God's design specs. A lot of devoted
disciples, men and women, are ruined here.

Note v. 17 and the mention of faithfulness to hestdand and faithfulness to God. This is the
same thing God mentions in Malachi 2:14, and is se®omans 1:18ff and in the Fall.
Faithfulness to God and faithfulness to one's spaus linked.

V. 19 Notice that those who go this way do regain the paths of lifeHow many public
preachers or people in full-time ministry do yowtn who were caught in an affair, and have
regained the place they were, either publicly ah&ir marriage, before they fell into sexual
adventure? God is not mocked. He's given us thaimgright here.



Vs. 20-22 Amen. David was just talking about righte judgment. Those who walk with God, in
friendship with Him, who love Him, cannot help thg righteous. They become like the Lord
and He blesses them as friends.



