READING NOTES - JULY
The One Year Bible(ESV)

JULY 1

This looks like a good day to celebrate. You've plated six months of reading your one-year
Bible. Sounds like a good day for a Frappuccino@ @hiller. Keeping up on the Bible is the
goal, not these reading notes. The Lord will blems effort and the Spirit will give you what
you need to follow the Lord in the harvest.

2 Kings 18:13-19:37

These are two great chapters of the Bible. As plissiwe need to be inspired by these. We need
to be inspired by King Hezekiah, a great lover ofideading his nation in the darkest of times
facing an unstoppable world power. There are prigbamillion ways to apply what we have
here, but there is one application that is goingepeat again and again: When God allows us to
be pushed into a corner where there is no hopeniglet be on the verge of giving a deliverance
that is not only for us, but is also a sign forryeae else. Hezekiah is facing total annihilation
by Assyria. Unknown to him, soon all nations wobklpraising the God of Israel and sending
Hezekiah "Thank-you" notes.

2 Kings 18:13-37

Vs. 13-16 Notice that Hezekiah tried to avoid dfigrhe reason Hezekiah said he had sinned is
that the local nations, including Judah, had baridgdther to resist Assyria. Now, all of these
nations were either conquered or they had withdr&gypt was a weaker world power and
unreliable. Hezekiah and Jerusalem were standorggal

Vs. 17-18 Apparently the Assyrians were not happi the tons of precious metals they had
just received. They wanted everything and wereyéada long siege of Jerusalem. Hezekiah
and his leaders had already anticipated this.

Vs. 19-25 This is the intimidation part of Rabsha&espeech. As you read, notice how often the
Rabshakeh tries to use a religious argument taatlfie morale of the people. It will happen
three more times.

Vs. 26-27 I'll bet they wished afterward that theyn't asked Rabshakeh not to speak in
Hebrew.

Vs. 28-35 But now that he was excited, Rabshakedated more of his disdain for Hezekiah
and for the Lord.

This morning | was reading over the temptationesfu$ and realized for the first time that the
temptation to throw Himself off the temple was hgélased on God's promise of help to Jesus.
Satan was trying to get Jesus not to wait for @uhér to help Him, but to force the promise and
get help "now." In essence Satan was telling Jestito wait, but to press the "easy" button.
Now that is a temptation | can relate to. One eflthrdest things we do as disciples is to hope in
God and wait on Him in the harvest. And the tempitato "give up” doesn't come from the lost,
but from believers. It might come from believersondre not living for Christ in the harvest,
telling us that we're being impractical or whateseunds like it might be from God, but has
nothing to do with living to glorify the Father lmgaring much fruit and so proving to be His
disciples. It might also be coming from disciplelsordon't understand the irregular way God is
leading us in the harvest. This is what will happeRaul today in Acts. No one will be
expecting the Lord to lead a choice servant likel Rao such grave trouble.

I'll bet Hezekiah was tempted too. That offer othacken in every pot" that the Rabshakeh was

making must have sounded good. Instead, againsadbn, they hoped in God and waited.
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Vs. 36-37 Notice the obedience.
2 Kings 19

Vs. 1-4 This is a godly man leading the people arship and fasting and crying out. This is
how the northern kingdom and its kings and peoptaikl have come to the Lord. That's what
all those miracles were meant to encourage.

Vs. 5-7 Isaiah said that God did indeed hear. &ita here is incredible. They are still
surrounded, but they understood Isaiah to be ahetapf God and his words were the Word of
God. Imagine the contrast here to what happené&stael for years during the ministries of
Elijah and Elisha.

Vs. 8-13 Rabshakeh should have left well enougheal®his turn of events must have made him
think he would lose face and that the people inskem "might think" this was from God. So
he decided to put his arrogance and ignoranceitmgiyrjust to make sure everyone knew.

Vs. 14-19 We haven't seen this kind of faith andlipess since David. Close your eyes and try
to visualize what this might have looked like, kieg coming before the Holy Place dressed in
sackcloth, spreading the letter out on the grobhirdself lying on the ground before that Holy
Place that held the bread of God's provision, dngol of God's presence and leading, and the
incense of prayers constantly being heard by Gedelah realized that just beyond the veil
were two golden cherubim, and between them waarthef the covenant, but that this only
represented the reality of God upon His thronegfadly listening to every word that Hezekiah
was saying.

V. 19 This is amazing and inspiring. Hezekiah his darkness, had a glimpse of God's
redemptive purpose.

V. 20 God hears prayer.

Vs. 21-28 Much of this sounds like the book of &giobviously. It also sounds like what God
said to PharaotBut for this purpose | have raised you up, to slyow my power, so that my
name may be proclaimed in all the eaitx. 9:16) This is how God uses the arrogant.

Notice God's commitment to Zion and to JerusaleniOO years God would have these places
destroyed because of Judah's disobedience, bupGadsed Solomon that His eyes would
always look there and that His name would somedalldhere forever.

V. 28 This reference to hooks is referring to htvey Assyrians used hooks to lead away their
captives.

Vs. 29-31 After this, this small remnant of Judatuwd prosper. Even though the people hadn't
been able to work the fields, God would supply whay needed. He would make the land
produce enough food all by itself. That was the sand really, that would be nothing compared
to providing manna for forty years.

Vs. 32-34 God is still responding to His promiséavid.

Vs. 35-37 Assyria was no longer a world power. ma@ment, God broke them. Years earlier He
had done this to Egypt, and they never recoverbdreTis rejoicing among nations; there is
freedom; there is a vacuum of power in the worllll.efxes are on Israel and their God. And
people of all nations are beginning to send boxefhocolates to Hezekiah.

Oh yeah. And again, God opened windows in heavenpply the needs of His people. When
the few survivors of the Assyrian army awoke, fotimel dead and left (fled?) for home, they left
a tent city full of supplies, food and precious ate{money). For Hezekiah and the people it
would have been like a super Wal-Mart. God washgkiare of His people and because they

followed, ironically, there was “a chicken in evergt,” compliments of the Assyrians.
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Being moved to the brink of despair spiritually ardotionally is not fun, but God does that for
His glory and to teach us what we could not learany other way. As disciples following Christ
in the harvest, we need to bear the weight of faitlowing to others what it means to have our
hope set on the living God, who is the Savior biran, and who saves those who believe.

Acts 21:1-16

Vs. 1-6 Verses like v. 4 have led people to belign it wasn't God's will for Paul to go to
Jerusalem. Assuming for now that it was in fact Gedll for Paul to go (we'll find proof
positive in Ch. 23), why do you think the Spiritsvilling people to tell Paul that trouble was
before him? | don't think the Spirit was tellingeth Paul shouldn't go, but the Spirit was telling
them that Paul was facing some very hard timess fidminds me of the sons of the prophets
telling Elisha that he was about to lose Elijah.

Vs. 8-9 So we meet Philip again. Notice the woldg tuke uses. Philip wame of the sevein
the background you can almost hear the theme dothg 6Magnificent Seven."

It is interesting that Paul was a part of the niddi killedone of the seven.

Vs. 10-11 What | learn here is that if a guy narAgdbus comes into the room, I'll definitely tell
him to stay away from my stuff.

What's interesting here is that the Holy Spirgaying this will happen. It is not an "if-then”
proposition. Paul was definitely going; this wadimieely happening. It was God's will. So why
is the Holy Spirit doing this?

Vs. 12-15 Paul was used greatly by God. Knowind,Recause of what the grace of God made
him, Paul was actually a great man. Imagine thelshmthe church to have one of your heroes
put on ice, in jail, for over three years on soiiflg sechnicality of the law and some political
corruption. You could imagine that people woulddsouraged and churches would be
shocked. Paul's opponents would say, "See, weytnld But the Spirit is warning the spiritually
perceptive, that His plan in using Paul is abouthtange. | think the Spirit is getting everyone
ready. This is not Paul's mistake. It is God's wailtl plan.

V. 15 This guy, Mnason (whose name appears to bsimg an important vowel), is from
Cyprus, just like Barnabas. It was the believessfiCyprus who first began to share the gospel
with Gentiles. This would be someone in Jerusaletin whom Paul could feel at home. As we'll
see, Paul even had relatives in Jerusalem, butntiigiyt not have been believers or sympathetic
to how Paul had "thrown his life away."

As disciples, sometimes | think we second guesd Wdyapens to others, as if we are God and
know better. God's will doesn't always look smoatil straight. His will for us, for a week, a
year or a decade of our lives, doesn't necesdaailg to follow our plan or have to make sense to
everyone else. We only need to follow Christ inhlevest, wherever that harvest is, whatever
the field might look like. We draw near to God gvday bearing our cross. If that's all we know
of His will, that's a plan and all we need to do.

Psalm 149

I know it is easy to identify with the "praisingap of this psalm and not really endorse the
"judgment" part of the psalm. | wonder if the peopl Jerusalem who heard the "Rabshakeh
Rant"© would have understood both parts of thigrp3a

Vs. 1-4 With the reference tonew son@nd to Zion rejoicing in its king, you could imagithis
being the day when Jesus walks into JerusaleneiMittennial Kingdom to reign forever.

Vs. 5-9 Notice that thgodlyare mentioned three times in this psalm. The eefe to theéwo-
edged sworddgoes sound like the judgment of God at the entdefge.
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| would say that vs. 7-9 give this psalm a verypbretic, forward look to the judgment of the
nations at the coming of Christ.

As disciples, we need to remember that a parteftgspel is judgment. It is not only love's
privilege to make an offer of redemption, but iailso love's duty to warn of impending
judgment. And judgment will come and we will notywelcome it when it does, but we will be
a part of that judgment.

1 Corinthians 6:2-®r do you not know that the saints will judge Wwrld? And if the world is
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to tejaticases?Do you not know that we are to
judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertgito this life!

Proverbs 18:8

The words of the Rabshakeh were meant to dividegaridkep. He said that God had sent him.
He said God didn't care. He said life could be gopdbllowing him. As a pastor and disciple,
after all these years, being on both sides of vérspnd gossip, | think it is always a bad thing
when this happens in a church. If you can't tal&ndy sin is around the corner. If | feel | need to
whisper, | might need to leave. We are here t@¥IChrist in the harvest and see the lost
reached and disciples made. Focusing on beingcaoisvho makes disciples can, itself, take
away a lot of reasons to whisper. For the sakehois€Cand His work through us, we are told to
be eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in bioed of peace. If we are whispering at church,
there might be something wrong that needs to beeaddd. If it can't be addressed and the Lord
has made it important to us, we might need to |éefere we cause upset and division.

JULY 2
2 Kings 20:1-22:2
2 Kings 20

It should seem unusual that suddenly we have thihede chapters having to do with Hezekiah.
We have had little detail regarding kings like Asal Uzziah, but here we are being treated to
some in-depth treatment of Hezekiah. A person'®mapce, for good or for bad, is often
signaled by the amount of space they receive. Halzekas a great king; but his world and his
faith got "rocked,"” and he slipped and fell. Thisrg is here for us as disciples so that we don't
slip and fall too.

Vs. 1-11 This appears to have happened just aftdrdglivered Jerusalem from Assyria. Look
at 2 Kings 18:13. So this is probably happeningrltitat year. This should have been the time to
celebrate. The prospect of dying seems to havéectygd Hezekiah's faith. Also, if this
happened in Hezekiah's 14th year and he was 25 dercame king, he was now dying as a
young man of 39. Many people would find this toebitter turn of affairs. Many of us would do
the same thing if we were in the same circumstandes point is, as strong as our faith and
walk is as disciples, we don't know how somethingxpected might hit us. For one person,
impending death doesn't shake them. For anotheopétr shakes them to their foundation. It
could be anything - death, threat, financial rgiexual temptation, the need for recognition,
money, constant aggravation with something, lossjob, loss of someone we love. In the kings
of Judah, we see almost all of these. How thesgshthallenged or ruined their faith are
recorded, so that we can learn from them.

V. 3 Not to judge, but I think Hezekiah thoughtdeserved to live.
V. 8 Why did Hezekiah have to ask for a sign? Diat show how precious his life was to him?
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V. 11 I don't know much about physics, but unléss was a trick with angels holding
flashlights or mirrors, God did something prettyaang here. I'll bet He didn't even break a
sweat and He didn't break the world.

Vs. 12-15 There may have been several reasonkisovisit. Now, it could have been that they
cared for Hezekiah, but it might be too that the gaing backwards really got their attention.
We will see that the Babylonians were interesteldgavenly signs. The other reason these men
came to visit Hezekiah was because the Assyrialy aad been decimated in trying to attack
Jerusalem. They were not only thankful, but theyewend of scouting out the territory. Babylon
would become the first great empire in that pathefworld. Jerusalem was a long way from
Babylon, but it was located strategically betwegy, Syria and Assyria.

V. 14 Up to this point, we don't have any idea S@hething might be wrong. In 2 Chronicles
32:23-31 we'll see that Hezekiah really tripped fatichere. What is written in 2 Chronicles
ought to strike some fear into any serious disciple

Vs. 16-19 Although this might seem harmless, wenkfrom other accounts of this event that
Hezekiah's words in v. 19 indicate that somethiag wrong. He was betraying the next
generation for peace and comfort in his life. Tieisomething for us to learn. God allowed him
15 more years, so he died at 54.

2 Kings 21

V. 1 Note that Manasseh was 12 when he begangdn.reiow many years did God grant to
Hezekiah when he turned to the wall and wept lyteefhat's right, there would have been no
Manasseh if he had died. | heard Walter Martin moarthis in a sermon and then he broke into a
Yiddish accent and said, "Sometimes, better youlshdie."

Vs. 1-16 Manasseh brought a curse of judgment dpdah that God would not forgive.
Ironically, Manasseh was the longest reigning lohtsrael, northern or southern kingdom. How
unbelievable. How tragic. And as much as we have tiat is said about Manasseh, there is still
more to be said, especially about the sheddingraddent blood. Tradition has it that Manasseh
put Isaiah to death by cutting him in two. A matyick gone bad? The innocent blood was from
those who spoke out against him.

In order for Manasseh to reign the longest oftadl kings, 55 years, he had to have been a good
king, a good administrator. They had prosperity Badvas likable. Ok, he killed all of his
opponents and anyone who didn't see things his filayg Jerusalem with innocent blood.
Success and having "a way with people,” in thi€ chsought an incredibly hard judgment from
God.

But, in 2 Chronicles 33, we'll learn something alddanasseh, really about God, that will blow
you away.

Vs. 19-26 Now, it should be no surprise that Ama@aswvil. His father was a true piece of work,
but the story is a little more complicated. Whatdea't see here is that Amon ruled during his
father's absence (Manasseh was on "vacation" igl8a) and when his father returned, some
things changed. Amon un-did the changes and thaltyshe was killed.

2 Kings 22:1-2

It is funny that these two verses are here todagyldd The One Year Bibleditors wanted to
cheer us up. There is a lot to say about Josialsame of it is supposition on my part. So, bear
with me.

Notice how old Josiah is when he began to reigd,veimat it says about him in v. 2. How did

that happen? Possibly his mother, right? Now, gik ladittle over these numbers. How old

would Josiah have been when his grandfather Mahaied? Now, it might be a good idea to
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read 2 Chronicles 33:10-23. Something happenedataalsseh which he couldn't pass on to his
son, because Amon was already old and set in tlge wfehis father; but Manasseh might have
been able to pass his newfound convictions onggtandson. | think this is what happened. |
think God used the worst king, to influence thet lagg.

Tomorrow we'll read about Josiah who, in my opinias the godliest king of Israel. The Spirit
says there was no king like Josiah. Josiah is tihelang of whom it is said that he sought the
Lord with all his heart and with all his soul angmwall his might. Now David was unique and
Hezekiah was unique and both were godly. The comtiesach of these men defined their
unique faith and godliness. Josiah's context © &sy unique. As we'll see tomorrow, his
challenge was completely hopeless. God said db.If&tiserved with an energy and vision that
were amazing. Just before the storm struck, Jaswald be a light of grace and would be used
by God to save Israel during the exile and to pres&od's redemptive purpose in Israel. It will
take a couple of months before all of the piec#ddgether, but it will amaze you. You don't get
this stuff out of a book or a Sunday school classven a seminary class. It is the result of
reading your Bible year after year after year.

The Lord has put these records here to strengtiiehearts in the harvest. Even an evil man like
Manasseh was shown grace and responded, and theeHaw of his repentance grew. The

Lord knew we would need to read these year aftar tgeinspire us with hope in the harvest.
When we feel like giving up, the lives of these mehus that God's grace is amazing and to
keep following our Lord and making disciples.

Acts 21:17-36

Vs. 17-26 Notice that the church in Jerusalem veag lieavily burdened by believers who still
regarded the law as binding. This might have beereraultural than theological, but the impact
was very oppressive. We tend to think that "liberal is the greatest threat to Christianity, but
in the NT, it was radical conservativism.

If you want an interesting note on what is aboutdappen here, look at what Paul says to the
Christians in Rome in Romans 15:30-31. He knew wieet possible and this prayer was
answered...kind of.

Some people think Paul made a mistake by followerges' advice, but Paul did keep vows. In
1 Corinthians 9:19ff Paul expressed his freedoffit o when necessary for the gospel.
Knowing Paul, this was not wrong or a mistake. bisA23, we'll see this was all according to
God's plan. It didn't matter whether Paul ziggedawyged, he was on his way to bear witness to
the Romans. And it began here.

V. 27 Wouldn't you know it, Paul was almost dond &oom! Someone saw him. Remember,
God waited until the last minute to free Peter. Nésvwaited until the last minute to have Paul
spotted. It was God's design of this situation Beail wasn't seen until the end of the week,
meaning that any charges against him wouldn't édilgie. He had worshiped like this for a
week without a problem.

Vs. 28-36 In Texas they have "flash flooding." émusalem they had "flash rioting."

V. 29 Because of the political power of the Jewsytwere granted the right to kill anyone,
including a Roman citizen, if that person profatteeltemple. Trophimus never went in, but
these Jews from Ephesus saw him and assumed tke wor

V. 31 The Romans had a garrison overlooking theptergrounds; and, like the fire department,
they were always ready for a riot. They definiterned their pay this day, saving Paul's life and
actually having to carry him above their heads hkewas a rock star. How ironic. The people
were beating Paul, so they arrested and chainedYomwonder why Paul didn't begin to speak
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right away, but | assume having been beaten, hestilaim shock. The Romans assumed he was
just a radical Israelite or an Egyptian rebel. Rean't just any radical. He was a Roman citizen.

As we watch Paul the disciple, we learn what it nseg@ abide in Christ. Paul completely
submitted himself into the Lord's hands with hisue set on fulfilling the mission Jesus had
given him in the harvest. I'll bet it felt good whthey stopped hitting and kicking him. But as
we'll read in 2 Corinthians, Paul was used to sinféefor His Lord in the harvest.

Psalm 150

Can you believe it? Today we are reading the lagpter in The Psalms. When was the last time
you read all 150 psalms. Reward yourself with sbimgtspecial!

Just a thought here: If you wanted to use thiafdevotional in a group, you can find some
different "points"” very easily. What follows the was praise hin? You should get three groups.
This is also a good Bible study.

V.1 This is where to praise Him.

V.2 This is why we should praise Him.

Vs. 3-5 This is how we should praise Him.

V.6 To boil it all down and to complete The Psalegerything should jugiraise the Lord
Proverbs 18:9-10

There are lots of people who work hard and liveearth never knowing what's going on. |
would understand these two verses together as fmgpf&r the Lord."” Jesus said/hoever is

not with me is against me, and whoever does ndiegatith me scattergLuke 11:23) There is

no neutrality in this dark time of harvest. If wedw what is happening in the world, we need to
be in the harvest. To know and not to follow Chimsthe harvest is what brings ruin. To live and
stand in the name of the Lord is what brings aififéne with reality, and though it might not be
an easy life working in the harvest, it is stiletbafest place on earth as we follow Christ.

JULY 3
2 Kings 22:3-23:30

Today we will read about the godliest king of eitkemgdom - my take on Josiah. It will be said
in 2 Kings 23:25 that there was no kiwgo turned to the Lord with all his heart and watt his
soul and with all his mighgccording to all the Law of Moses, nor did anyeaster him. Josiah
will have no black mark against him. The circumstaof his death, | think, was just God getting
him out of the way. He had accomplished his purplsall of this, there is the wonder of what
happened to Manasseh at the end of his life. Tisehe wonder of how Josiah could be the best
king of all, as the grandson of the most evil kamgl the son of an evil king. And finally you
have to wonder what the point of Josiah's reform, wance after his death Judah totally reverted
back to idolatry and apostasy. You can wonder rmwwhen we get down the road and talk
about this again, you'll see how God used hisalifd you might be filled with wonder. It teaches
you never to give up and to keep following whetihenakes sense or not. Honoring God always
makes sense.

2 Kings 22:3-20

Vs. 1-7 So, how old is Josiah? That he had bedovioig the Lord to this point is pretty
amazing, considering what is about to happen. Atingrto what we'll read in 2 Chronicles 34,
Josiah also had red letter years in the 8th arfdl yigrs of his reign. This, however, would be
the most important year in Josiah's life; and simeavould reign for 31 years, the next 13 years
would also be pretty intense.
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I think Josiah's interest wasn't in rebuilding theple for looks, as much as | think he might
have been sensing the need to worship God as Gbprbacribed. We read in 2 Chronicles 34:3
that when Josiah was 16, "still a child,” he befgaseek the Lord. | think he wanted to worship
in the temple. If that was the case, God would héipwith a little present.

Vs. 8-10 As they were rummaging around, they foamopy ofthe Book of the Lawthe Bible.
Now think for a minute and imagine what this mednseans that up until now, they did not
have a copy of the first five books of the Biblesihh had never heard the law before.
Considering what Josiah had already done as redandz Chronicles 34, that is pretty amazing.
Manasseh must have died believing he had destitbgeldst existing copy of the books of
Moses. Apparently he had made a point of gettidgfithe law. Imagine the guilty conscience
he must have had as he died, especially if youzeehk had changed. | wonder who the hero
was who hid the scrolls.

Vs. 11-13 So, was this for show or was it real?IMiet out in a couple verses that Josiah did
more than tear his clothes. | wish we had this kihceaction as we work in the harvest,
knowing the offer God is making and knowing theastohat is approaching for every person on
this planet.

Vs. 14-20 At this time there were other prophetd,|lthink there was a sense of urgency here
and this prophetess lived in the city. Notice @lahg with the urgency, Josiah sent five of the
leaders of Judah.

V. 17 Notice the end of this verse. The sins of &seh brought irrevocable judgment against
Judah. So, what would be the point of anythingpii knew that regardless of what you did,
judgment was coming? Regardless of the reformaiosade, everything was promised to end
in ruin. That sort of sounds like the harvest welagking in as disciples of Jesus. Josiah is such
a cool guy in this respect and a model discipleenake had no idea how God would use him.

Vs. 18-19 I've got to admit that it is a privilefgeread these verses with you. | can't remember
what year it was when | first read them, readingang-year Bible, but | have printed these as a
plague on my wall and they have been a constamiueagement to me to work hard in the
harvest, regardless of how disappointing and dagkts. God only asks for our love, faith and
obedience in following. The results are totally His

We know the Word of God against this place in whighlive today. Does it move us to grief
and tears? It moved our Lord to give all that Hes ¥ our salvation. This is the heart we need
as disciples following our Lord in the harvest, nmakdisciples, who make disciples, who make
disciples until our time is up and until He returi¢e need to leave it all in the harvest,
following and imitating our Savior.

V. 20 So, Josiah could have kicked back and reltse®@duse he would have peace. This is what
Hezekiah thought. But this is why Josiah was somhetter. Because of his love for God and
for God's people, Josiah went "nuts" in a goodtsiair way. Fighting an impossible fight, he
would work like no other and appear to lose, butl @sed Josiah to save Israel.

2 Kings 23:1-30

Vs. 1-3 One thing you can be sure of, Josiah coelylebeyed everything. This also would
have meant that he wrote his own copy of the lasvraad it daily. I'm sure, with only one copy
in existence, he also had the Levites making séeemes. It seems that all of this is Josiah. He
called the meeting; he read the book, and he nfedeavenant.

Vs. 4-14 There were no more offerings on the hilgiegs. Josiah not only stopped all of this, but
he desecrated the spots to make sure they werel\rdnd would never be used again. As |
read this | wonder why they hadn't removed sonthiefstuff earlier. It must have been that
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everyone just grew up with it and assumed it washe worship of God. Manasseh was king for
54 years. That would be a lifetime for many peopleey saw stuff and may have just thought it
belonged there. As Joshua and the priests anddsawient through the temple and the city, they
must have questioned every statue and memorigkfareaning.

V. 13 Notice who made these altars: the wisest imaime world, the same king who built and
dedicated the temple. With his skill as a build#rbet they looked pretty. And in all of these
years since his death, none of the kings (not élezekiah) destroyed them. Note that Chemosh
and Milcom were gods to which you offered babieshtareth was the girlfriend of Baal and this
was sexual worship. Probably the unwanted babaoes that worship were offered to these other
gods.

It should be noted that all of these reforms aedmsings took time. The area around Jerusalem
had to have happened in thé"y&ar, otherwise Josiah would not have held thed®@s. The
other reforms, like the ones in Samaria, could laken place over the next 12 years.

Vs. 15-20 If you remember back to 1 Kings 13, tiasl been foretold by the "man of God."

Vs. 17-18 This is why the lying prophet wanted éolduried with the man of God, so that his
bones wouldn't be taken up and burned.

Vs. 21-23 Imagine the honor given to Josiah heome\bf the kings before him celebrated a
Passover like this one, and that includes David@widmon. This doesn't mean that the other
Passovers Josiah celebrated weren't good, buhibdassover established a sense of devotion
to God that had been lost in Israel for hundredgeafs and through all of the kings of Israel.

Now, we haven't read this yet, but Hezekiah al¢ebrated a Passover that was renown, in that
no Passover like it had been celebrated since SwloWvhen you read what Hezekiah did, it will
impress you and it was a truly godly event andotfféhe fact that Josiah's Passover goes back
to a godly man like Samuel speaks for its deepeottlen. Josiah didn't have the resources
Hezekiah had. Josiah had just found the Bible aasl still trying to rebuild Judah after decades
of his grandfather's evil influence. Also, Hezekditin't have priests who were consecrated to
lead the people in worship. Somehow, Josiah hag/ene ready.

V. 25 | have to believe this is saying that Josuas the godliest king Israel ever had. When
Jesus was challenged regarding the first commanoheti, Jesus cited Deuteronomy 6:4-5.
Josiah is the only king this is said of. Yet, Hfoe will look "wasted," but it wasn't.

Vs. 26-27 Judgment was coming, no matter what.

Vs. 28-30 We'll have to read the account of thi& @hronicles 35. It is the only instance of
"foolishness" on Josiah's part, but honestly, sai2d 27 tell you the clock was already ticking
and this battle was just a way for God to takealosut of the equation. God retired Josiah. His
work was done. Now the judgment would roll.

Acts 21:37-22:16

It is unfortunate that this speech by Paul is edrinto tomorrow. As you read this, it seems like
everyone was really listening to him. Think of extbing Paul is saying here. There are no
objections. Isn't that incredible? But tomorrowlrezgly the "G" word and the dust (and stones)
will fly. Good thing the Romans wore helmets.

Acts 21:37-40

Vs. 37-39 Apparently there was an Egyptian guy Wwhd come to Jerusalem before this with
4000 men, stood on the Mount of Olives and decl#dratiat his word the city would fall. All

that happened was that a bunch of guys ran upilttegtbr them wearing shiny suits and holding
shiny pointy things. The Romans had no sense obhuiie Egyptian got away, but on his
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"wanted" poster it mentioned that he couldn't sg@edek. The tribune thought Paul was this guy
until he heard Paul speak Greek. (The Bible Knogge@ommentary-N;Tp. 417)

V. 40 When the crowd heard Paul speak in Hebreramaic they went silent.
Acts 22:1-16

V. 1 Apparently this is how Stephen also addresisedrowd before he died. Maybe Paul
remembered this.

V. 2 A hush fell over the crowd. I tend to thinlatiPaul was speaking high Hebrew.

Vs. 3-5 This describes Paul's upbringing and peéigis a very zealous Jew. Verse 4 describes
Paul as being very hard and violent in his angarmag Christianity. He put men and women in
prison. He'll say more the next couple of timegives his testimony in Acts.

Vs. 6-11 It is interesting that there is no uprioare from the Jews. The Pharisees believed this
kind of event was possible; in fact, tomorrow theisees will say this and defend Paul.

Vs. 12-16 It is still amazing that they are listemio Paul.
Psalm 1

It is difficult to emotionally "agree" with spiritl truth when your life circumstances seem
unsettled. But that is why God gives us His trtthnake us see beyond the physical and beyond
our needs. When you read this psalm, change thésmmnandrighteousand the pronouns to
"follower of Christ," or "disciple.”

Vs. 1-2 The blessed person both delights himselienLord and meditates on His Watdy and
night That makes sense, but for most people it dokapjpen. You've heard me say that we are
spiritually bi-polar and that we need our "medsémwvday. We assent to our need for the Word,
but we really don't believe it. God says we neeldih delight in Him and to be in His Word
daily.

On the other hand, do any of us really walk indbensel of the wickear stand in thevay of
sinnersor sit in theseat of scoffefsThe media definitely helps us do that. We wataff en TV
that is insane. The thoughts of our own heartseafaee people, situations and fears qualifies us
as sinners and scoffers. And many of us listerutoown hearts and react. The point is that we
need to be totally immersed in the Lord's love @redLord's Word.

Vs. 3-4 The contrast is interesting. Two peopladitag next to each other are experiencing the
same trials of life. God makes all the differeriéer us as disciples the thought of fruit is
important and is promised if we are planted inlthed.

Vs. 5-6 The wicked cannot stand before the Lordwaid judgment because they don't know the
way. By grace, we know the Lord and the Lord dsect on His way.

These are such simple verses, but they determiendist profound differences in the hearts and
attitudes of people walking through this life, ex@nong those who say they know the Lord.

Proverbs 18:11-12

Like Paul saidWhen | am weatand humble)then | am strongPaul was glad to admit his
humility in Christ. As disciples, sometimes, it éska long time to learn this. We do ministry in
unseen arrogance until the Lord finally gets oterdaton and we see that it is His harvest, His
power, His grace, and we are just unworthy servahts have done only what was required of
us. All those things we depend upon, our youth,hmalth, our intelligence, our money, etc.,
sometimes get in the way of humility and findingsrives in Christ, as His servants in the
harvest.
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JULY 4

Laura mentioned this morning that she found it kefdool that on the day that Josiah found the
Book of the Law, the psalm we read was Psaltvut his delight is in the law of the Lord, and
on his law he meditates day and nighfound that kind of cool too.

Today we are given some very fast-paced historghvhill bring the kingdom of Judah and the
book of 2 Kings to an end. There are many imporéaents here that we will read about later.

2 Kings 23:31-25:30
2 Kings 23:31-37

Pharaoh Neco removed Jehoahaz as king, showingééess, and installed Eliakim as king,
renaming him Jehoiakim, showing again that he vess Both of these guys were sons of
Josiah and both were bad. Neco's decision had vatddaving a king in Jerusalem who would
support Egypt and Assyria against the rising EmpirBabylon. The city where this took place,
Riblah, is about 200 miles north of Jerusalem. e a long way to go to get fired. Later,
Nebuchadnezzar would also set up his court indityat

2 Kings 24

Vs. 1-7 We'll meet Jehoiakim later in Jeremiah.wWées a grade "A" jerk and was buried without
honor. He is important for one big reason. Whemlaee peace with Nebuchadnezzar, Neb took
some of the young men captive to train them toesbimn as governors, etc.. This was 605 B.C.
and it began the Babylonian captivity. The clockief Babylonian captivity was now ticking.
Daniel and his friends were taken at this pointatMlve never noticed before is that Jehoiakim
served Neb for three years. Those three yearsgplayy important role later.

V. 7 Babylon defeated Egypt and now controlled gteng down to the Brook of Egypt, which
was a river in southern Palestine and still ab@ rhiles from the Nile. About 20 years in the
future, Neb would lead his army into the heart gfjit and defeat them.

Vs. 8-17 Now Jehoiachin, Jehoiakim's son, was rgutctly king. The last words of 2 Kings talk
about him being taken out of prison in Babylon Gethg honored by Nebuchadnezzar's son,
Evil-Merodach. Of course, you're wondering why yeauld name your kid, "Evil" anything.

But the real question that you can't find answéree is why you have the story of Jehoiachin at
the end of 2 Kings and also at the end of Jerenviah.get the facts here but they mean little to
you. I'll give you my thoughts when we get there.

Vs. 10-17 Nebuchadnezzar took Judah captive iretivases. The first wave which comprised
only a few thousand was in 605 B.C. This was whaniél & Co. were taken. This now would
be the second wave, taking most of what was inethmple and about 12,000 of the skilled
laborers. This was meant to have humbled the cpuntit not destroy it. If you take all the
businessmen, soldiers and craftsmen, you don‘elgaich that a country can build on. The
prophet Ezekiel was taken to Babylon in this seadejabrtation.

As a note of interest, you have to ask yourself Wiy didn't just destroy Jerusalem and take
everyone. It is because something happened in those years that Jehoiakim served Neb, that
gave him a reason not to want to destroy Jerusafelahoiakim had rebelled earlier, it would
have made it tough on four Jewish boys, but one& three-year education was over, it didn't
matter too much what Jehoiakim did, because Nelngdrzzar had already had his first lesson in
learning the fear of God, literally. The grace afd3vas working internationally before this
second deportation even took place. We'll seangseat detail when we read Daniel.

This isn't something you get from reading commeesalit is what the Spirit gives you, if you
read your Bible year after year and are willindpgocurious.
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Vs. 18-20 Neb renamed Mattaniah (Josiah's third, stedekiah, showing he was boss, and left
the humbled, yet existing, Jerusalem intact. Gdigment on Judah was not complete. We
don't see it yet, but God was working overtimeri@ag grace and mercy to preserve Israel as a
nation in exile. It was grace upon grace and a veiple commitment to His promises to
Abraham (an offspring and a nation through whidmations would be blessed), to David (his
"son" would rule Israel forever) and to Solomora(t®od's name would dwell in Jerusalem in
the temple).

2 Kings 25

Vs. 1-7 Unfortunately Zedekiah didn't listen toelarah. God told Zed through Jeremiah that he
should open the gates of Jerusalem and walk dhetBabylonians. If he had done that, God
promised to preserve his life and the city. Obvipe didn't obey. We'll see all of this close-up
when we get there. Zedekiah was the final kinguofah.

Vs. 8-21 The city was destroyed and the templedeasroyed. When they burned the building,
all of the gold melted and ran in between the stdoeks that made the foundation of the
temple. These blocks were removed (and probably fsseother buildings) so they could get the
gold. This is why there wasn't one stone left ootler and why Zerubbabel and the returnees
(they were not a rock band) had to rebuild the ferfgundation before they could rebuild the
temple. All the cool stuff Solomon made was eitthestroyed or taken to Babylon, and to think
that Solomon began this ruin by worshiping othedggdMost of the people were taken away into
Babylon (a long walk) and only the very poorespebple were left. Jeremiah was left. In fact,
Nebuchadnezzar gave special instructions aboutiahne I'm willing to bet it was on Daniel's
advice.

Vs. 22-26 God's judgment wasn't over. When Gedaliad killed, the people came to Jeremiah
and asked him to ask God what they should do. Glddtem to remain in the land. They said
that Jeremiah was lying, so they took him hostagktaok off for Egypt. Neb followed them to
Egypt and killed them and the Egyptians. | thinkttheremiah and his servant survived and
Jeremiah returned to his hometown.

Vs. 27-30 This note is also at the end of Jereninahicating it was years later, and after the
death of Nebuchadnezzar. Since Jeremiah wrotéhisibook, we know he was alive.

Here is why this event is important. More than grtged told the people through Jeremiah that
if they surrendered to Neb, opened the gates antd au, they would live and see God's mercy.
Jeremiah said this very thing later to Zedekiab,atsit no one did it, except Jehoiachin; and
look what happened. Even this evil king was hondng&od for obeying His Word spoken
through Jeremiah. It was a last kind of proof ® pleople that if they had obeyed God, even in
His judgment of them, He would have honored them.

The word to us as His disciples and to those walsfiein the harvest is that if we obey God, He
will save and restore us.

Acts 22:17-23:10
Acts 22:17-23

Vs. 17-23 It is hard to believe that they wereelshg until he said the woi@entiles.Their
fanatic racism was not to be taken lightly. Rememtis also existed in the church, therefore
the necessity to give the Spirit visibly and to@opany the giving of the Spirit with the gift of
tongues, tying together the experience of the Jeitisthe experience of the Gentiles. This
racism explains these two visible manifestations.

V. 19 Notice that Paul had been involved in bea@hgistians - more on this later.
Vs. 20-21 This is an interesting interchange betweaul and the Lord.
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V. 23 Can you imagine them flinging dust into the &his sounds like something you'd expect
to see in the primate house at the zoo. Actudlig, the heart of terrorism. We'll see this in
action tomorrow.

Vs. 24-30 Paul might have been slow to show his &o@itizen ID when he was in Philippi.
Here, Paul played the card quickly. Roman soldikesthese almost whipped Jesus to death and
they didn't like the Jews, for apparent reasongsé&lare the guys who used that cat-of-nine-tails
with the metal and bone attached to the ends.

Acts 23

Vs. 1-5 Ananias the high priest was not Annas igh priest who accused Jesus. The
commentators are all over the place here with Paegponse. | wasn't there, but I'll tell you
what | think. After Paul was struck, he reactedeitvesus responded to being struck (John
18:23). But in answer to the question in v. 4, Rpntlsarcastic. According to the BKC-NT, p.
419, Ananias was not known to be a good man. ébelthe people did not respect this high
priest and no one spoke well of him, therefore Bandmment. If it was the case that all spoke
evil of Ananias, he must not have been the ruleP&ul said, "Oh, | didn't know he was high
priest because everyone in Jerusalem tells Angolas.” You get the idea.

Vs. 6-10 At this point Paul began smelling "kangatdt was the court. Then he began smelling
"goose." It was his and it was cooked if he stayede. Paul knew there was no justice to be had
with that group and that his situation was dangelmd hopeless. So Paul drove a wedge
between the groups by appealing to the resurrecfitime dead, which the Pharisees held and the
Sadducees (the priests were Sadducees too) rejéctetingly it worked and the Pharisees
began to stick up for their boy Paul.

V. 10 The Romans took Paul out of danger again.

In an odd kind of way here, the Lord was givingudatem more grace, but they were rejecting

it. Matthew 23:29-39 is a very intense word of jotnt against these leaders, delivered two
days before Jesus died. In response to Jesud'ida¢tpuestion to them, how they would avoid
being sentenced to hell, Jesus answered His owstignesayingTherefore | send you prophets
and wise men and scribes, some of whom you wilttkl crucify, and some you will flog in your
synagogues and persecute from town to tdvatice that what Jesus said was in the future tense
Before Jesus died He said this would be an attéorkeep them from being sentenced to hell,
but their response would be violent toward His raagsrs. This is exactly what had happened to
Paul. He had been scourged in synagogues and pddmm town to town and now they
wanted, really badly, to kill him.

In about 13 years, in 70 A.D., the Romans wouldlfynbe fed up with the Jews and destroy the
city and the temple. Jesus said that this woulghapJust as Jesus was using Paul as an
instrument of grace and judgment by putting Pawa position to proclaim Christ, the Lord uses
us the same way in the harvest today. Our job fslkow, reach out and make disciples, who
make disciples of those who come to Christ. Those ear and don't respond are responsible to
the Lord.

Psalm 2

This psalm was probably written by David, sometafter the Lord had made the promise to
him that his son would reign upon the throne odidsrDavid's kingdom and influence was
expanding because of God's blessing, and Davichaately aware that this was God's work, not
his. David saw the plan of redemption and the psenw Abraham progressing through God's
promise to him. Inspired by all of this, | beliet@t as David wrote this psalm about his earthly
son, the Holy Spirit moved him to write what wollecome a prophetic description of the Son
of David taking His millennial throne.

13
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




Vs. 1-3 This is a great question. With all we'vadao far, the answer has to be the irrational
power of sin in us. Even if God were visible, aswbes in Jesus and will be in the Millennial
Kingdom, man would still rebel against Him.

Vs. 4-6 David was seeing the Lord humble natiorferiedsrael. This is exactly what the Lord
will be doing during the Tribulation and at the eang of the Millennial Kingdom. Actually,
God is in charge today and regardless of what amtlinks, the time will come when every
knee will bow to Him.

Vs. 7-9 This is clearly prophetic. This never cobée applied to any physical son of David. It
applies to the coming Son of David.

Vs. 10-12 This doesn't just apply to kings, bualigpeople.

It's ironic. We are guests in God's "house;" anddle&de, democratically, that we don't like His
view of marriage or spirituality. We decide thasHrules" don't allow us to express our
"humanity” and "freedom."” The earth is terriblylfof our "humanity and freedom." And the
reality is that this "house" is ruined and will teplaced with a new "house.” Why would the
Lord want to take anyone with Him to the new houwdeo hated Him in the old house? The only
sane people on this planet are those who knowdhegick and lost, and know where to run.
The name of the Lord is a strong tower. The righsemn into it, and they are saved.

Proverbs 18:13

Oh well, | guess most of us husbands and pareat&aoked" on this one. Anyone who's trying
to do better, raise your hand!

JULY 5
1 Chronicles 1:1-2:17

Having read the books of Samuel and Kings, Chresialill add some very interesting
information. Chronologically these books were plapavritten after the Babylonian exile.

Their purpose was to reestablish both the genealbtprael and the history of Israel for a new
generation reentering the land. It has been suplpbse Ezra, of the book of Ezra, was the
writer. When we get to Ezra, we'll see that it waseasy for Israel to reestablish itself. This
genealogy and history would help. Ezra will showattthe plan of redemption runs through Israel
and through the lineage of David. Ezra will alsowslthat the worship of God was to be led by
the Levites. This history is to properly order Hras a nation returned from exile, knowing both
their heritage and their purpose.

1 Chronicles 1

Why start at the beginning? Well, as mentioned fanaous song from “Sound of Music,”
"That's a very good place to start." Actually, theection Ezra is going is toward the lineage of
David and the Davidic kingship. That is "the shiorell we come to today. The writer is linking
David to Adam, both of whom had a special relatmpm$o God. Enjoy the reading. Some of this
will be review. See how much you remember.

Vs. 1-27 This is the lineage of redemption up taakiam. Notice how Ezra writes this. He is
showing the godly line of God's redemptive planibeigg with Adam. If a person had more
than one son, and understanding what those otherdid is important, Ezra will explain what
the other guys did first and then after that, halk about the son who brought the godly line
forward.

V. 19 Notice Peleg. In his days the earth was édidhis doesn't mean that surveying crews
went out and set up boundaries. This was aftecahéusion of languages. People scattered from
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the area around Babylon. After this scatteringedge, it is thought that the continents began to
drift apart.

Vs. 28-33 Ezra thought it important to explain lineage of Abraham's other sons first. Some of
them became important nations in Israel's history.

Vs. 34-54 The son of promise was Isaac, but Isaddwo sons. The lineage of Esau is
developed first. Again, all of this was significantormation for the newly returned nation of
Israel.

1 Chronicles 2:1-17
Vs. 1-4 Notice how quickly Ezra goes to the tribddadah.

Vs. 5-8 Ezra does quick work explaining the line&Zefah. His famous descendant was Achan,
that troubler of Israel. Do you remember where gadrabout him?

Vs. 9-16 This goes straight down the line to Dafaat, notice at the end you have some
development of the sons of David's sisters. Yowkhgecognize some very important names
here.

V. 16 Notice the relationship between David andbhJd#is was another reason why it was so
hard for David to get rid of him. And notice théateonship between Joab and Amasa, whom
Joab murdered.

It is interesting that as the exiles returnedeiouilding Israel, they went all the way back to the
beginning, the fall and the promise of redemptlomight have been that they wanted the
people to see their lives in the perspective of'&pthn, rather than simply living every day with
no perspective of what their lives and their natimeant. For us as disciples in the harvest, we
begin each day knowing why we are here and wiewitho is leading us into the harvest. Our
purpose for being here each day goes back to #megslredemption.

Acts 23:11-35

V. 11 This is how we know that all of this mess was$ a mistake on Paul's part. The Lord
Himself stood with Paul in prison and told him tleaerything was going according to plan. So
when you get here, you can look back over Paulsgy to Jerusalem, all of the warnings, Paul
taking the guys into the temple to complete the vetw., and understand that it was God's plan,
not some human mistake.

It is interesting that the word "facts” is not Irettext. The issue here is that two different words
for testify are used. The first means something éksolemn, insistent pleading, like laying out a
case and trying to get someone to see the truéhs@bond word for testify is the normal word
for witness.

Jesus was not only encouraging Paul, but He wasoadkdging that what Paul had done, he
had done well.

Vs. 12-15 This is simply first century terrorisrtisla suicide squad. | wonder if these guys really
held to their vow. It would serve them right if $heid. But since the circumstances changed, the
high priest probably released them. Jesus predibhtgdhe time would come when those who
killed His followers would think they were servi@pd. Actually, Paul understood that line of
thinking too.

Vs. 16-22 This tells you that Paul had family inulalem and that they were still connected to
the religious elite. That's the only way Paul'sheap could have been close to those who knew
this information.
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V. 17 This is another example in Acts of a Romdicef who was positive toward Christianity.
What Luke mentions here would have gone into Roreaards that might have been called
upon for Paul's trial in Rome before Caesar.

Vs. 23-35 Caesarea was the Roman capital of Isfaed.would be Paul's home for the next
three years. Note v. 29. This again would have leéme official Roman record. So why wasn't
Paul released? Because, as we will find out, kedig a rat. Oh, and God had a purpose in all of
the next three years of confusion. Imagine, Padldeen so busy and traveling so broadly, and
now God's will for him was to sit "under house attdor at least three to four years in Caesarea
and then in Rome.

As disciples we learn like Paul, and all the gematants of God before him, that we serve where
and when and how He chooses. And even in jail asalation, we are in His will, serving the
same God in His harvest.

Psalm 3

Wow. | wonder if Paul read this psalm in prisorCiaesarea. God was, in fact, a shield around
him. Actually, we know the circumstances of Davidting this psalm. Keep in mind that he
probably wrote this sometime after his return taidalem when he was safe. Possibly civil war
was looming as he wrote this.

Vs. 1-2 This had been true of David on several sioces.

Vs. 3-4 David had learned that God was his proteatd the only thing that he had to be proud
of. David's desire was to build the temple and ésred it to be in Jerusalem. As he had gone
out of Jerusalem during the shame of Absalom sgekirkill him, David believed that God
answered his cry from Jerusalem.

Vs. 5-6 With all the things from which God had sévém, including the results of his own sin,
once David understood the Lord was with him, hddsleep.

Vs. 7-8 Amen. I'll bet Paul knew this too.
Proverbs 18:14-15

What crushes a spirit? In the Spirit, a personectosGod, led by the Spirit, prays and cries out
and comes to understand the times and the Loatkng. He or she survives those times that
crush men's souls through coming to grips with &aall and His love. I'm sure that is how Paul
survived those very long years in jail. The knowgedhat is mentioned would be in knowing
God and knowing that we are always in His hand.

JULY 6
1 Chronicles 2:18-4:4

Admittedly, | tend to read some of this with hailf @ye, but there are some things to note. Keep
in mind that the reason this information is impottes that after the exile, there was a need to
reestablish the nation in the land. They needextiémt the people toward Israel's purpose, give
the history and significance of people and plaaed,they needed to know who was a true-blue
Jew. The genealogies were very important. For el@nf person couldn't prove their
connection to Levi, they couldn't serve in the teamjf someone couldn't prove his lineage back
to Aaron, he couldn't be a priest.

1 Chronicles 2:18-55

Yesterday in 2:9, Ezra began to mention Hezron.lileeof David and the Messiah ran through
his son Ram. Now Ezra is going back to other séhearon who also had importance. What
you find here are a lot of names that became t@mdsvillages.
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Vs. 18-50 In all of these descendants from Caleb tfre fellow spy with Joshua), probably the
most important is Hur in v. 19. The line of Hur Mak picked up in vs. 50-51. There are some
other names and places mentioned here like Telkb&phrathah and Gilead. I'm sure this must
have had more significance to the Jews than to us.

Vs. 50-55 Kiriath-jearim became home to the arkhefcovenant for a while and Bethlehem
became a well-known place too. You have also h#mrciame Ephrathah before. Micah Bix
you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little@aimong the clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israghose coming forth is from of old, from
ancient days.

V. 55 Now these are some interesting names, alcaéed with the tribe of Judah, specifically
the line of the sons of Hur.

This is the first time you see the name of Jabezeht is the town named after the guy we will
meet in chapter 4. Notice that this town becaméntiree to clans of scribes. Now, if you ask
me, it was no accident that the scribes who magesmf the Bible settled in a town governed
by a man like Jabez. Godliness attracts godlingssn you have a summary of these clans of
scribes who are called Kenites who come from thesa@f Rechab. The Rechabites will also
figure to be important, especially in Jeremiah 381 where God makes an eternal promise to
them. Godliness attracts godliness. I'll have ntorgay about Jabez tomorrow.

1 Chronicles 3

In this list of sons of David the intended goalmesdo be getting to v. 19. Zerubbabel was the
first governor of Israel after they returned froml®lon. This establishes Zerubbabel as a
continuation of the Davidic line. The other namesttue the line of David to the 400 silent
years, but the point is made that the line of Dawidearly able to be established, even after the
exile.

Vs. 1-4 These are David’s sons, born to him as kinfudah during the civil war with Saul’s
family and the northern tribes. In a sense, thigd wiar would set the precedent of the northern
tribes being separated from Judah when God catsesptit later as a result of Solomon’s
disobedience.

| am still somewhat partial to Abigail; and, for atht's worth, | think he should have just settled
with her and been happy. But what do | know? like the name of their son.

Vs. 5-8 Notice how many kids David had with Bathsé¢Bath-shua). What is really interesting
is that God was partial to Bathsheba. Both Josaphvéary were descended from David. Joseph,
Jesus’ “legal” father, was descended to David thoBolomon. Mary gave Jesus His blood line
to David through Nathan, one of Bathsheba’s otbassThat will become significant later since
God seems to say later that Solomon'’s line willexiend to the Messiah. Notice too that if this
order was birth order, and it usually was, Solomas the youngest of her four sons. God is the
one who made the choice of Solomon.

The other sons were either from an unnamed witeey were prominent sons born of David’'s
concubines.

Vs. 10-15 This list of Solomon’s descendants godbleé Babylonian exile. We’ve read about
these kings.

Vs. 16-24 Now Ezra’s purpose was to show that #seendants of David’s line of kings
extended into and through the exile. None of timeee was ever a king, but Zerubbabel was the
first governor of Judah after Cyrus of Persia (Jreent the exiles home.
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1 Chronicles 4:1-4

So, now the author is taking a look at the lineafgall of Israel, beginning with Judah, possibly
with an emphasis on entering the land after Egypain the mention of Bethlehem is important
because in Ezra's thinking, all roads led to DaVitht's OK with me; because for us, Bethlehem
means the birth place of our Lord.

Acts 24

This is another formal hearing regarding the "irevae" of Christianity in the Roman world.
This would have been interesting news for Theoghalnd the other readers of Acts. | was
reading Matthew 23:36 this morning; and when Jesigthese words, He was speaking of
events exactly like this one.

Vs. 1-9 This Tertullus was a trained lawyer and A&bman name and pedigree to win favor
with Felix. All three of his points were design@dmake Paul look like he was in violation of
Roman laws. Paul instigated riots; he led an uramar non-Jewish religion, and he had
profaned the temple, which was under Roman pratecti

Vs. 10-21 Paul's defense not only has the bacKitiggoRoman tribune who sent him to
Caesarea, but the fact that Paul was found oraliedeventh, day of the cleansing, proved that
he had done nothing to make a disturbance. ThitysGod allowed Paul to be caught on the
last day.

V. 14 Paul affirmed that Christianity was the filiffient of Judaism and that Paul was only
following the law by acknowledging Jesus.

V. 18 As for profaning the temple, the eyewitneq$iass) weren't there and they didn't have any
witnesses, or Gentiles in custody, to prove Padlbdraught them into the temple.

Vs. 22-23 Felix understood that Christianity wae thifilling of the Jewish religion, the question
being if Jesus was the Messiah. The promise heltgsids (the guy who wrote the letter and
sent Paul to Caesarea) coming and setting the mattest would seem to work out for Paul.

Paul was placed under house arrest. So, beingipdlace, he didn't have it too bad and he was
protected.

Vs. 24-27 Felix and his wife both listened to P&uit were never moved to conversion. This
reminds me of what it says about Herod listeningdion the Baptist gladly, but still killing him.
There is a perverse delight in learning about Guatikis judgment. You feel challenged and
guilty and somehow cleansed. And you can stillds¢ &nd do what you like. | think this is what
Jesus meant when He warned His disciples to besfdhe leaven of Herod: the joy of listening
and soothing your conscience without conversiomue faith.

It is said that Paul came from a wealthy family #mekefore Felix's desire to be bribed. If Paul's
family still held to the law, there was no way tlteyay for Paul and there is no way Paul would
help himself.

Probably like today, an official leaving office ddwgrant pardons. But there is no pardon for
Paul because the ones who were really good to felir the Jews.

All of this looks like a victory for Paul's enemid2aul was not guilty; but the hate and influence
of the Jews, coupled with a corrupt politician likelix, kept Paul under house arrest for two
years, inactive and ineffectual. Or did they winftdAvas Paul really inactive and ineffectual?
Paul had quite a bit of freedom and had visitoremhe wished. Caesarea had a thriving
Christian community and a major seaport. All thei§tlans traveling by sea from lItaly, Greece
or Turkey to Israel would have to land at CaesdpPédip was there and it's possible that
Cornelius was still there. It would have been agpdace to do ministry and to make disciples
18

2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




and to teach. I'm thinking that groups of peoplelddave met with Paul for Bible studies.
Really, Paul could have been like a one-man Bitdétute. Looking past the "imprisonment”
part of this assignment, Paul was now teachingeguipping, and being taken care of and being
protected. He was exactly where God wanted hineto b

As disciples, we need to have a very high view ofl'& sovereignty. If we see ourselves as
victims, we become bitter and ineffectual. If we Aumbly following God, we are always where
He wants us in the harvest. God can't lose orustrated.

Psalm 4

I have to admit. I've never noticed how these psakfiect what Paul must have been going
through in Acts. Read this imagining what Paul niaste been thinking being in jail, having his
accusers "victorious," thinking that at least Raas locked up and there would be no real justice
as long as Felix would do them favors.

V. 1 This is David's plea to God to hear his crgd ahow him mercy.

Vs. 2-3 This is almost like David warning his enesio stop and remember that God loves
David.

Vs. 4-5 Doesn't this verse sound like Paul's wardsphesians 4:2@e angry and do not sin; do
not let the sun go down on your ang#f bet this is where Paul got this.

It is suggested that this psalm was also writtéer diie situation with Absalom's rebellion. If that
is the case, we could understandhibeangry but do not sipart. Ahithophel (Bathsheba’s
grandfather) was bitter and sinned and didn't thust_ord at the end of his life.

V. 6 Notice the irony in this verse. Who would shbDavid good? The Lord. How? Just by
looking at David, making His face to shine on hifhat was all David needed and it is probably
this thought and thoughts like this after Davidonesred from his fall, that gave him a passion to
build the temple and to have God’s presence n@arAnd, doesn't this verse sound like a good
thought for a song?

V. 7 Again an ironic contrast. They had the weksired table, but David was living on the run.
Yet, David had the joy.

V. 8 I think this is the kind of training the Logives us in the harvest, following Him, abiding in
Christ, making disciples, but always living witldagree of stress and fatigue and uncertainty.
He teaches us how to rest in Him, finding peacewmsare in His heart and that His face is
shining on us.

Proverbs 18:16-18

This is an interesting bouquet of verses considenia have Paul being falsely imprisoned and
held there by corruption.

V. 18 allows the decision to become the Lord'syamsgthe lotisn't fixed. But then again, if we
are following Christ in this dark time of harvesidaf God is sovereign, can He really be
frustrated by the corruption and designs of menCHrist, we see and live a different life. 1
Corinthians 2:15The spiritual person judgdsinderstandsall things, but is himself to be judged
(understoodpy no one.

Ironically, Paul would be brought before great manluding Nero, because of where he was
serving Christ.
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JULY 7
1 Chronicles 4:5-5:17
1 Chronicles 4:5-43

Vs. 5-23 Ezra is tracing again the descendantaadhl. There are a few famous names here so |
would guess that Ezra wants to show the returrsraglites where some of their folk heroes
came from.

Vs. 5-8 You have to be dedicated to keep going lackforth to make connections in all of this,
but it is possible. Earlier, Ezra was tracing tihedage of one of the descendants of Judah through
his son Perez, then Perez's son Hezron. So fasthikin the lineage to David and to the

Messiah. Hezron had three sons and Ezra immedié¢sigloped the lineage of Ram, who
develops the line of David. Now, Ezra wanted tovsliee significance of one of Hezron's other
sons, Chelubai, who here is called Caleb, buthmQaleb we all love who was a good spy. That
Caleb will come later. This Caleb, the son of Hezithrough the wife of his father) had a son
named Ashhur. That brings us to today. Ashhur Wweddther of Tekoa. Tekoa is a famous town
in Israel.

So you're reading all of these names and suddeniycgme to 4:9-10. Before, when | used to
preach on Jabez, | would have someone read 4:iet@use you could hear the monotony break
when you got to v. 9. But then | stopped doing ti&tause no one could really read those hard-
to-pronounce names anyway.

Vs. 9-10 When | returned to the States in 2001as stunned to hear that BW had written a book
called_The Prayer of Jahebhis portion had been one of my favorite sermartsnglish and
German, and now people were telling me that everyaeas sick of hearing sermons on Jabez.
I've never read the book. You might already knovthad information, but here are some notes.

Jabez is from the tribe of Judah. You can sedfthiu look back at the beginning of this
chapter.

The time of his prayer appears to be the beginoirige conquest of Canaan. One of the ways to
find this is to read your Bible every year. Anothey is to use a search program. | found this by
reading every year. If you look at the woreddarge my borderyou'll see them again next year

in Deuteronomy 12:20. This was what Moses saithéqgoeople just before Israel crossed the
Jordan.

The promise was made to all of Israel. You canupectll the soldiers of Israel standing there,
sword in hand, ready to take the land, but Jabayepl. He prayed according to God's promise,
and he prayed because he had learned to go to €éadide of the mark his mother had put upon
him, in punishment for his painful birth. His adsigy taught him to go to God. That is why
Jabez was more honorable or "of greater substdhaa"his brothers. All the people were ready
to go and claim the land, but Jabez humbled higt bhefore God, having learned, and knowing
now, how much he needed God. Adversity doesn'tyawead you to God, but it did in Jabez's
case.

I've heard some people preach this saying thatwasdso happy to have anyone pray, that He
was willing to answer even a selfish prayer, ag las it was a prayer. How silly. Everything
Jabez prayed was a promise of God.

As disciples, the Father prunes us through adyexsibe fruitful in His harvest. The promises of
God do not relate to our comfort or bank accoumtis to His mission. That is where Jabez found
God's blessing, doing God's work, and that is wierdind our blessing, following Christ in the
harvest.
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Vs. 11-23 All this seems too hard to follow, bugr are some interesting names. After Jabez,
you have Othniel, the first judge of Israel. THsoahelps to establish the time of Jabez. In this
lineage you also have our hero, Caleb the songifuleneh.

Vs. 24-43 These are the descendants of Simeonsgilge reason for their mention here is that
their land was south of Judah's land. When thendtecame divided, it wasn't just divided by
tribes, but also by geography - north and soutle. t€n tribes north became Israel, and the two
tribes south (Judah and Benjamin) became Judahlandeof Simeon became the possession of
Judah and the people either remained in Judah i weeth. Notice in v. 41 that in the days of
Hezekiah, before the exile, some of the tribe afi€in became registered citizens of Judah.

To understand the focus of this section of Chrasiclook for any mentions of genealogies or
registers. Ezra was making sure everyone knew tmwihey were related.

1 Chronicles 5:1-17

Vs. 1-10 This is the genealogy of the sons of Reubhis is an interesting note regarding the
giving of the birthright to Joseph. Judah, it appewas blessed in spite of missing the birthright;
although Judah would have been next in line, &fer and Simeon were disqualified. Do you
remember all of that?

Vs. 11-17 These are the sons of Gad.

It is too bad that this chapter is divided betwtestay and tomorrow. Here, Ezra was dealing
with the 2.5 tribes that were located on the edst af the Jordan, who they were and why they
went into exile. Apparently, as of the writing ofi@nicles, they were still in exile.

Acts 25

Vs. 1-5 The success of any Roman governor oveellgras in the hands of the Jews, so a wise
governor was kind to them. Notice that one of thgthings on the Jews' "list of favors” was
Paul and trying to kill him. Maybe after two ye#inese guys still hadn't eaten and really, really
needed to kill Paul.

Vs. 6-12 We don't see all of the detail of who Ratdracted with these two years. The
temptation would be to see this as wasted timeicpdarly because of Festus. Inv. 9 itis clear
there would be no real help from this connivingerulyou could think that Paul should have
appealed to be tried before Caesar much earliethbu_ord had a plan in all of this. Apparently
Paul had enough to do in ministry to stay contentlausy. Only when Festus was ready to put
Paul into the hands of his enemies, did Paul usedtt to appeal to Caesar.

Vs. 13-27 Here is one of the purposes for Pawdis otice v. 23; this was a gala event.
Everyone was invited to hear Paul give his testiyndinis would not only be hugely public and
help in Paul's future release, but, as we'll seetoow, Paul was very persuasive.

Look at Festus' words in vs. 24-27. This is Fesaysng "See how smart | am?" NOT! Had he
been anything but a favor-seeking politician, hailddave had the guts to let Paul go. God was
using the guile of this crooked man to accomplish dtvn purpose. He forced Paul to play the
"Caesar" card, again, accomplishing God's purgése. there was a big, public event.

So, when they would send Paul to Nero, the leftacousation would say, "Dear Nero, we think
he's innocent, but he wanted to talk to you."

Once again too, in Luke's writing, a Roman offieggasaying that there is nothing wrong with
Paul or Christianity.

It is good for us to observe that in this portidrPaul's work in the harvest, it was chaotic and
frustrating, but God was completely in control.
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Psalm 5

| can imagine that as this hearing was being sePapl was praying something like this.
Reading this psalm and the letters that follow, getian idea of how well Paul knew the OT.
Compare v. 9 to Romans 3:Ieir throat is an open grave, they use their tagto deceive.
The venom of asps is under their lipsawul definitely knew his psalms.

Vs. 1-3 What is interesting is that David was nolyavell acquainted with crying out to God,
but v. 3 sounds like, "It's morning and here | agaig, Lord." God was training David.

Vs. 4-6 Whatever David was facing from his enemiasas deeply affecting him every day.
David was reminding the Lord that the Lord carlérate such people.

Vs. 7-8 This is good for us to learn. Rather th@ess and obsess over his enemies and keep
thinking about what they said, etc., David focua#af his attention and trust on the Lord.

Vs. 9-10 This is a cry for justice.

Vs. 11-12 | wonder if Paul prayed something likis thhen he was taken in before Agrippa and
Bernice and all the leaders and officials of Caesar

Proverbs 18:19

And unfortunately this is just as true among baisy as among those who don't understand the
grace of God or our mission here for Christ. Oualty, maybe it is only true among believers
who don’t understand the grace of God or our miskiere for Christ.

We are all bound to offend people. Among believitiis,the love of Christ that saves us and
covers a multitude of sins, and offenses. Quamgenust something we all need to get over for
the sake of our Lord and the harvest.

JULY 8
1 Chronicles 5:18-6:81
1 Chronicles 5:18-26

I think the purpose of this grouping is that thesge the three tribes on the other side of the
Jordan.

Vs. 18-22 Notice that Ezra says that this victogswecause they cried out to the Lord. The
result was a lot of booty. This must have beerr dfiey returned from helping the other tribes
take Canaan. They were warned about taking sleaemulse of the idolatry of the people.

V. 21 says that they took 100,000 men alive. Nosvgaople outside of the land of Canaan were
not under the ban, unless God had specificallyttuddReubenites to kill all of these people. The
reality is that they must have joined with thesepde. Verse 25 indicates that this is what
happened.

Vs. 23-26 Actually, idolatry came into Israel imnegely after Joshua. What we have here is
400 years of history summarized until Tiggy too& treople into exile. Notice that as of this
writing, after Judah's exile in Babylon, thesedslwere still in exile.

1 Chronicles 6

After determining the lineage of Judah and Dawhe, iext lineage of great importance is that of
Levi. After the exile, they had to know who coukhge at the temple. It should be noted that
after the Babylonian exile, idolatry was never ssue for Israel. The Jews never worshiped on
the high places around Jerusalem, but the Samsstdhfelt free to do so. Something happened
during the exile that the Lord used to cure theslew
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So, for the sake of staying awake and for Biblelgtas you read the paragraphs, decide why
Ezra made these groupings. What new themes (sirygedling places, etc.) was Ezra taking
note of?

Vs. 1-15 Verses 4 and 15 give you the goal ofdkigion. This established the priesthood
through Aaron to the exile.

Vs. 16-30 These are the chief men of the otherlfesniNotice that Samuel is listed here.

Vs. 31-48 These are the singers. Notice that shislated to David’s organizing of the singers
for worship at the temple. This theme of David lgeiime organizer of the worship will be
developed in a few chapters. Ezra will underscoat & true leader of Israel leads in the worship
and makes sure this is all ordered and maintained.

Vs. 49-53 The priests.

Vs. 54-81 As the Levites were coming back intoltnel after the Babylonian exile, it was
important for Ezra to let everyone know what land aities had been allotted to them. I'm sure
for some people returning, the land looked compteipen and you could take what you
wanted. Ezra wanted Israel to respect what the hadtgiven the Levites.

Acts 26
There are lots of good things in Paul's testimdfiynention only a few.

Vs. 1-8 It was important for Paul to establishéuasly life as a Jew. This not only showed the
change that Jesus made, but he would show thathidaith, and Christianity itself, was a
fulfillment of Judaism.

Vs. 9-11 Notice the plurals here. There were maogpfe Paul saw put to death. There were
many people Paul beat and tried to make blasphleeneame of Jesus. And, Paul went to more
than one foreign city.

Vs. 12-18 The Lord knew the right time to intervehthink that Paul was under conviction, not
only feeling bad about his violence toward belisygomen in particular; but | think their
determination to suffer for Christ began to showlPae reality behind what they believed.

V. 15-16 Notice that Jesus appeared to Paul. Ihwast a voice and blinding light. Notice too,
that Jesus didn't chide Paul, but rather commahaedo obey.

Vs. 17-18 Notice that these are Jesus' words. G@ivimvolves goingrom darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to Gobhis is good to think over.

Vs. 19-23 Not only does Paul conclude with his obeck, but he lets them know that this
testimony he is giving them is part of that missibbat Jesus gave him.

V. 24 Good old Festus, showing again how smart && w

Vs. 25-27 Thanks to Festus, God gave Paul a veuyalavay to bring the decision to Agrippa.
Paul knew that Agrippa was a firm believer in Jgdai

V. 28 Agrippa, | think, was putting Paul off inighthearted way, to bleed off some of the
intensity.

V. 29 I'll bet Paul got a laugh with the last line.

Vs. 30-32 Agrippa was wrong. There is no mistake haul should have been released long
ago, but with Festus being corrupt and trying to thie friendship of the Jews, Rome was the
only option. Yet, God had built such a case oves¢htwo years that when Paul finally appeared
before Nero, he had no choice but to declare RallChristianity “not guilty.”
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As disciples, we are seeing some things in Pafd'shlat "look" out of control. The stories are
there to teach us patience as we strive to wotkarharvest, following Christ during times when
it seems like little is happening. Abiding in Clirits the harvest means following His lead, even
if it means what we're seeing here. Knowing thatltbrd always sees us and is always working
makes all the difference in the world.

Psalm 6

| can see these words coming from David as hercan Saul. With all that Paul had been
through, he probably could have written this pstdo) but I'd guess that Paul's maturity in
Christ kept him from experiencing some of these tainse.

Vs. 1-3 1 don't think David was physically sickhink he was heartsick over the injustice of his
situation and the determination of his enemieanlimagine that David thought the Lord would
"cure" this situation quickly, but as one year @0 another I'll bet he dealt with some darkness
of soul.

Vs. 4-5 David often promised to praise God publlmdjore nations and the people. The point
here is that he couldn't do that if he were deawidnted God to save him.

Vs. 6-7 This sounds like depression to me.

Vs. 8-10 At some point in David's prayer, Davicesgthened himself in the Lord and realized
the Lord heard his prayer. Perhaps he remembea¢dhth Lord had commanded Samuel to
anoint him as king when he was twelve. God woulepkidis promise since His character is not
subject to our problems and emotions. He remairestty His Word.

V. 8 The first part of this verse is verbatim to tih@w 7:23 And then will | declare to them, “I
never knew you; depart from me, you workers ofdagriess.’You see this in the Greek, not in
the English translations.

Regardless of how we feel about ourselves or ouk wothe harvest, we are defined by Him,
not by our feelings. He leads and we follow, whetlie "feel” good or not. Look at Paul's
situation above.

Proverbs 18:20-21

| think these verses sort of echo James' worde@ioingue. If you control it, it brings you
satisfaction. If you let it control you, the tongoengs you ruin. | sure saw a lot of this growing

up.

JULY 9
1 Chronicles 7-8

As Israel was rebuilding after the Babylonian exilee of the objectives of Ezra and the other
leaders was to put together a unified Israel. Idradn't been unified since Solomon died. You
will notice the mention of David in certain conneat that show that the northern tribes had
been important to David during his reign. In a deugf days Chronicles will take up a more
narrative tone as Ezra will begin to show God'skivigy through the line of David.

1 Chronicles 7

Vs. 1-5 This is the genealogy of the tribe of I$sacYou notice in this that Tola was a judge of
Israel. Notice the "random" mention that Issackaat #2,600 men in David's army. The focus of
1 Chronicles is soon to become David, and God'sditg to Israel through him. Every mention
that Ezra gives David is meant to draw the eydb@feturned exiles to God’s blessing on Israel.
It is interesting that at the end of some of thes@maries, there is a note regarding the
enroliment. Some tribes don't have this note.
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Vs. 6-12 This general genealogy of Benjamin willdgieled to in the next chapter. Just for fun,
look at v. 12. Who would name their boys Shuppim BEappim? Were they twins?

V. 13 A very short genealogy of Naphtali.

Vs. 14-19 Notice that Machir is the son of intetreste. So now you have Machir giving wives
from his own family to Shuppim and Huppim. Appafgnhose were men of note. Maybe the
women were twins too, Taghim and Bagh@hOf interest to me in this genealogy of Manasseh
is the mention of Zelophehad and his daughters.dlso interesting that in these accounts of
Manasseh, it never talks about those who were ledrol their genealogies. | wonder if some of
the tribe had a hard time tracing themselves bactkeir roots.

Vs. 20-29 This is the genealogy of Ephraim. Likeéha verses about Jabez, you have to notice
the break in the rhythm and wonder what the pdinlis story is. Apparently Ephraim lived in
northern Egypt near the border of Canaan, andmafdem Gath came down and killed some of
his sons. After he was comforted he had a "replac¢hson named Beriah, who had a son
named Rephah...follow the names and you get to.....tAatks the reason for the story. So, if
not for the raiders from Gath, we would have orss leook of the Bible, kind of.

Vs. 30-40 This is a long list of people descendecthfAsher. Note that at the end it mentions the
enrollment by genealogies. Again, for Ezra andeleers who were restoring Israel to order,
having enrollments and proof of descent was impbrta

1 Chronicles 8

This chapter is an expansion of the tribe of Beinjamecause of their importance in the kingship
of Saul, which in turn led to David. Just thinke thpostle Paul could probably have traced his
lineage all the way back to Jacob. Again, thesea@gies were important after the exile,
particularly knowing who could worship in the tempgind who could serve in the temple. Many
of the mixed people in Samaria would claim to becdadants, but they couldn't prove it. To be
a true-blue Jew, you had to be able to providefgioough documents.

Vs. 1-28 Notice that you can find a judge of Istiaedll of this.

Vs. 29-40 This is beginning to zero in on the rdgahily. Notice too that these people came
from a man named Gibeon. In the days of David, @iobpfor political reasons, the tabernacle
was set up in Gibeon and the ark of the covenastiwderusalem, the city of David. So you had
the worship of God represented in both Benjaminiariidah.

You have the name of Jonathan's son, Merib-baap(esheth), which goes to his son Micah.
Micah's descendants apparently were the only sayiineage of Saul, and it looks like they
went clear through the exile and ended up backiinsilem. It would be kind of cool if Paul was
a descendant of Jonathan through Mephibosheth aahMlonathan was a model of godliness,
humility and strength. | think Mephibosheth walikis father.

As disciples, isn't it interesting that we can &ratr genealogy back to Jesus. He's the only one
that counts.

Acts 27:1-20

Vs. 1-9 Now, at this point, Paul had been imprigbfoe over two years. It was time for a road
trip.

V. 3 The centurions were always nice guys in the Nadtice that Paul needed to be cared for.
No one is really sure what his problem was, or Wwisthorn in the flesh was. It might have
been his sight. In any case Paul seems to havedasedneone to be with him and help him.
Here, Dr. Luke is with him also. Luke's presencthvaul during this trip also speaks to Paul's
need for help.
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Notice Luke's descriptions of the sailing and tilipis is some of the most detailed and accurate
reporting of sailing in those times in any anci@etature. This has led some people to think that
Luke was an experienced sailor, probably beingsstioctor.

Vs. 9-12The Fastwas the Day of Atonement in October. By Novembewytusually closed all
shipping in the Med that was traveling west. Itdrae stormy, and the strong winds came out of
the north and west, making travel very dangeroasing to the west was almost impossible.

V. 10 You might ask what "knowledge" a preacher bbshailing. You'll see that Paul had some
firsthand experience with ships that had pressed linck against the weather, when you read 2
Corinthians 11:25Three times | was beaten with rods. Once | wasestofhree times | was
shipwrecked; a night and a day | was adrift at 9datice that Paul says he was adrift in the sea
an entire day. That happened before this trip.esiaul had written 1 & 2 Corinthians two and a
half to three years ago from Ephesus. When they joverboard in a couple of weeks, it would
be just a short swim to shore at Malta. Then Paulld/be able to say, "Four times."

It is good to note that Paul said this and wasrigdoLater Paul will say, "I told you so." When
the centurion finally writes his report, he willleasome good things to say about Paul.

V. 11 It's good to know that this centurion leartésllesson later.

Vs. 13-20 Isn't God good at storms? We haven't deadh yet, but keep this all in mind. God
lured them out (they really wanted to go out agaatiggood judgment anyway) and then, Bam!

Paul was having some exciting days in the hargstl would use all of this for His glory and
for Paul's deliverance and testimony for Him. Wed® remember that God uses chaos and the
bad decisions of others in the harvest.

Psalm 7

Vs. 1-2 It would be understandable if Paul felelikis. David did. It gives you the sense when
he mentionsoulthat David wasn't just concerned for his death dtgo his heart being damaged
from all of this pressure and violence.

Vs. 3-5 In order for Saul and his government taifyasheir campaign against David, a national
hero, they had to smear his name and spread hey. fad to make it look like David was a
sinner needing justice. David knew that God knesviigart was pure before Him.

Vs. 6-7 Because of the terrible lies involved il&apursuit of David, David thought God
should also be emotionally upset and do something.

Vs. 8-11 David was ready for God to judge, begigmith him. David knew that God would
defend and vindicate him.

V. 11 This being true, it is a testimony to Godi$ignce and grace that He waits for the full
number of those who are to be saved.

Vs. 12-16 tell the story of those who do not regptinGod's patience and forgiveness during
this time of salvation and harvest. David predatd the Spirit says that God will use the evil
and treachery of the evil against them. Paul daigsnt 1 Corinthians 2-3. In some respects this
is what happened to King Saul.

V. 17 This is David’s legacy. Not that he endedgsalms with praise, but that he also
continually praised God publicly and led othersée God’s love and deliverance. That's what
these psalms are, public testimony.

When | read those words of God being our shieddywhys think of the song, “We Rest On
Thee.” It's an oldie and | like the version thas ladl four verses. Beth's dad and the other four
guys sang this, just before they gave their livethe harvest following Christ in Ecuador.
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Proverbs 18:22
What can you say but, "Amen!"

Interesting that it doesn't say anything aboutdda the wife gets, getting a husband. | assume
it's assumed.

JULY 10

1 Chronicles 9-10

We're almost out of the woods.
1 Chronicles 9

Vs. 1-9 This gives you the point of this chapted #me past eight chapters. Who were the first of
the people to return from exile in Babylon? Thos®would trace their roots.

Vs. 10-35 The particular interest in this chapsethie Levites and setting up the worship of God.
One of the questions you might ask yourself is timey were so ready to return, both in terms of
organization and genealogies. Did they have a 'hap@" God did some amazing things during

their time in Babylon. More on that later. I'm ared2ow organized this was.

Vs. 10-13 These were the priests who returned readyll.
Vs. 14-16 These are the seven families of Levitks returned to serve in the temple.

Vs. 17-27 Since the temple operated every day funing and evening sacrifices, the
gatekeepers were important and appropriately ozgdni

Vs. 28-32 They apparently needed fewer Levitestend to the services in the temple.
Vs. 33-34 And then you have the singers. We'll marre about them later.

In a way this shows that when Israel returned #rew it was God's grace. Where the worship
of God had been a mess before the exile, they Wdatesturn and worship God properly with
the proper people. This was a very good thing. Vi#hatdteresting is that this was prepared for
during the exile. When we begin the book of Daga@l will see how these preparations could
have been possible.

Vs. 35-44 Once again, this is the lineage of KiaglQjoing up to those of his descendants who
returned to Jerusalem after the exile.

1 Chronicles 10

This is a very abbreviated rendition of Saul, ictf@nly his death. The real point is to get to
David in the next chapter.

Vs. 1-12 This is the account of Saul's death asgbns. Notice that this account is at odds with
the guy who came to David and said he had killad &@aSam. 1:14). Saul was dead before his
armor bearer killed himself. It gives proof to flaet that the kid lied in order to win David's
favor. His lie got him killed.

Vs. 13-14 This is an interesting commentary on 'Sa&ith and death. How do you reconcile the
fact that Saul said he had tried to contact God@Gmd wasn't talking, with this report that Saul
didn't seek guidance from the Lord? Sometimes sgekia matter of how and how long. Also,
we never heard that Saul was in any sense repdotéiliing a town of priests and unjustly
seeking to kill David. Sometimes seeking God needsppen the right way. It is clear that most
of his life Saul didn't seek God.
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Acts 27:21-44

Vs. 21-26 Some people wonder why Luke includeddtosy of Paul's trip to Rome. The trip is
evidence of God's working. And, I'll bet it made &tenturion's report exciting to read.

V. 21 Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul says, "ldgou so."

Vs. 23-24 Once again we have confirmation, thahenehis catastrophe at sea, God was in it.
Remember too, that the centurion would have toefiteport.

Vs. 27-32 That's a long time. | definitely wouldvieabeen beyond seasick.

V. 29 Nelson, of Her Majesty's Navy, took a lesfom this use of the anchors and did likewise
before one of his battles.

Vs. 31-32 It wasn't a matter of God needing thevdagether to save them all, it was a matter of
needing all the experienced sailors present wheynstruck land so they could save everyone
else.

So the centurion wrote in his little book. "Onceig that Jewish criminal was pretty helpful.”

Vs. 33-38 Paul had faced so many storms for Jéisaishe was definitely in control and able to
serve them.

Vs. 39-44 The centurion was a good guy. I'll betvnete in his little book, "We all made it safe
to land. Little Jewish criminal was right againsHision must have been true.”

It is interesting to me that as Paul and compamgweing through this, they were encouraging
those who had given up and helping others seegxbdtwas in the situation. It is a good thing
Paul knew God was present. As disciples, we detérchine the harvest field; the Lord does.
All He asks us to do is to follow with the passtorreach lost people and make disciples. He
does the rest. He trains us and gets us to the plaere we can bring calm into a storm. The
people around us see that it is because of our. ltgdloes this. It isn't a strategy. It is follogin
in the harvest.

Psalm 8

| wonder if David wrote this one evening in thedeiness when there was a pause in running
from Saul.

Vs. 1-2 It is interesting that even in a praisdipdike this, David still had his enemies in view.
He says that God's wonder, spoken through theofipabes and infantss so strong that it

defeats and confounds His enemies. This is whasJagant and what the Pharisees would have
understood in Matthew 21:16, when the Pharise@$to him, "Do you hear what these are
saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have yoermead, 'Out of the mouth of infants and
nursing babies you have prepared praise®'the context of this psalm, the Pharisees would
have understood they were God's enemies and e thabies were defeating them.

Vs. 3-4 This is part of the purpose of God's coeati

Vs. 5-8 There is an important contrast in v. 5. @hgels are heavenly and glorious, yet man is
crownedwith glory and honarThis definitely applies to Jesus in Hebrews angj in the future

it will apply to us. This is what made Satan madwegh to become proud and rebel. He was the
beauty of God's creation and should he serve mdfkin

V. 6 David the shepherd appreciated this commaom the creation to have dominion over the
work of God's hands. Notice thader his feeprophetically applies to Jesus, but in terms of
man's dominion, it doesn't mean to crush or treatdemeaning way. David as a shepherd loved
and cared for his sheep, protecting them withifes pulling a lion's beard here and clubbing a

28
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




bear to death there. Authority means differentghidepending on the degree of rebellion and
submission of the followers.

V. 9 Amen.
Proverbs 18:23-24

I guess this is saying that the poor make reah@isebecause they are humble and know they are
needy. There is something about adversity thahtsagou humility and bonding together. I'll

bet that Paul and the centurion on the ship wéeads after their adventure together. Both were
needy and humble, and the centurion was willingust the word that Paul had heard from the
Lord.

In our lives here on earth, | think it is the haatvéhat gives us this kind of humility and this dkin
of closeness. Churches and pastors herniate thessgeying to produce the kind of unity that
only comes from knowing we're saved by grace tlmfIChrist and work together in the
harvest. Musical worship and potlucks and summsesions trips will never replace living as
disciples in the shadow of His grace, in the shadbthe coming storm, working together in the
harvest.

JULY 11
1 Chronicles 11:1-12:18

When you read this history, you should see it aa [Eying to underscore important events for a
generation of Israelites who have never lived el#nd promised to Abraham. Israel was exiled
for 70 years and it was still years before moghefpeople returned. I'm going to be "supposing”
and suggesting, as if | know why Ezra includedittfiermation he did. That is a part of Bible
study, observing what is there and trying to undeis why the Spirit included it and what He
wants us to learn from it. There is first the cahta the original audience to whom this was
written, but there is also an application and paepdesigned for us.

1 Chronicles 11

Vs. 1-3 This seems to be a high point. All of thieds of Israel went to David after the defeat
and death of Saul (actually it took seven yearsiawds after the death of Ish-bosheth). Notice
that there is nothing mentioned of the confliciztn Saul and David. That isn't the point here.
The point is that a beaten Israel was rising ittyuagainst its enemies, but it is rising by gragpin
on to the hope that God had given them. They firetknowledged and embraced God's will
and appointment of David. I'm amazed to see thleatlters of Israel had all of this information
about God's anointing of David 25 years earlieGbynuel. David still had to run from Saul for
ten years and be the king of Judah for seven ykansg a civil war.

Vs. 4-9 This then is the second important high pdire taking of the city of David, the city of
God. For the returned exiles it would be importantee how Zion was established as the
promised location of God's dwelling place on eafihof this is revolving around David and
God's promise to him.

Vs. 10-47 Finally, the blessing of God on a pedpkeeen in unity, loyalty and courage: People
embracing God's destiny for their lives. Here, tihedtiny is seen in the men that God led to
David, men who knew David was to be the next leadi¢srael, but who came to him when it
wasn't safe or popular to do so. This must have beesncouragement to David, now and then,
to have people coming to him from all of the trileédsrael.

There are some challenges here, if you comparksthef these names to those in Samuel. Ezra

is writing years later, using manuscripts thatysars old. Not only that, but the Hebrew

language, pronunciation and spellings have charigeajine what your native language looked
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like 500 years ago. Most English readers woulddwerely challenged if they had to read Old
English from the 1300s. That was Ezra's challenge.

These men would have been folk heroes and thedtaimp-out stories and bed-time stories.
Then, of course, you had all of David's own advesgu

Vs. 10-14 These are David's three mighty men. ®mbyof the three are mentioned here. In 2
Samuel 23:8-12 you'll find Shammah listed there2 Bamuel it says 800 men, whereas here it
says 300. Apparently it would have been easy fugraon making a copy to confuse an 8 and a 3
in Hebrew too. I'd go with the 800. This would gashobeam just a little bit under Samson.

Vs. 15-19 Mentioned again is the famous raid thiesse men made out of love for David.
Although the object is always what they did, Davidsponse is equally famous.

Vs. 20-21 We've seen Abishai before. He wa<cthef of the thirty

Vs. 22-25 Benaiah receives more honor here, | tthekause he was a more honorable man than
Joab and his brother. We've seen his character ®bkmon became king. His loyalty was
proven.

Vs. 26-47 If you're interested, there is a chafiDdvid's Mighty Men” on pp. 478-479 of the
Bible Knowledge Commentary-OWhat is interesting to me is that the situatiathBathsheba
and Uriah is never mentioned in this history. F@attmatter, Absalom's rebellion is left out too.
That wasn't Ezra's purpose in this history. Yethlod those situations were connected. In the
chart mentioned above, while Uriah is mentionedri&lthe son of Ahithophel is not. | don't
think it means anything, but it is interesting.

1 Chronicles 12:1-18
Notice here when these men came to David and wdpowiere.

Vs. 1-7 Why would Benjaminites coming to David &ldg be noteworthy? You can figure that
out. And these guys were like the artillery on lefsis showed that even while Saul was still
king, there were members of his own tribe who aekadged that God had chosen David.

Vs. 8-15 This group of men from Gad, from the nantldl the east side of the Jordan, came to
David when he was still in Israel, in the mountasgudah, living in caves. Read what it says
about these guys. They were willing to live in I&igh and in danger to be loyal to God's
anointed king. What an amazing blessing. What shthdt have said to the people coming to
rejoin Israel in hardship, leaving behind the cong@f Babylon and Persia? What should all of
this say to us as disciples of Jesus in the hahtéstv good are we at living in hardship to be
loyal to the Son of David? How skilled are our haufat the harvest?

Vs. 16-18 And then there were still others fromftititee of Benjamin who came to live with
David in hardship, in caves, in danger, runningrfr®aul, their own countryman and tribesman.

V. 17 You can imagine why David had to give theis tharning.

V. 18 Then we have the words of their leader, iregpby the Spirit. They were of Benjamin, yet
loyal to God and His promise. And David made thdineaders of his troops. It must have been
a good day for David to see God confirm him likis th the middle of his suffering and waiting.

What a fantastic testimony to a new generationeoipte leaving the comfort of Babylon and
their houses and businesses, to return to thepeodised to Abraham and the city of God. Did |
mention Jerusalem was all in ruins? Do you see Whed and the Spirit are doing? We too have
been called to join Christ in the harvest, in thddte of His promise of redemption to the world.
The work is now and it is hard. The party is later.
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Acts 28

It is kind of interesting that a few years agohas time, my daughter and her family were on
Malta. They took care about collecting driftwoodf somebody ran into their car. Paul didn't
have to worry about cars.

Vs. 1-6 This is the only instance recorded in Agteere someone is bitten by a snake, and Mark
16:18 comes true,.they will pick up serpents with their hands; ahthey drink any deadly
poison, it will not hurt thenmSo, even in the book of Acts, this wasn't the norm

It is interesting to think of the stuff that therdchad old Julius the centurion put in his report.
This would make very interesting reading in Romeayhbk he retired and wrote a book.
Hopefully he came to Christ. And even here, Godnitatone.

Vs. 7-10 Suddenly Paul was back in the thick aidgsi healing, preaching and teaching. So what
was the difference? It was the will of God. God wasg this now, to get fruit in that field and
to get the report ready for Nero to read in Rome.

V. 10 I like Luke's note here that they liked Psalmuch, that as he left, the islanders brought
Paul Snickers © bars and Coke.

Vs. 11-15 Apparently after three months on Malés tvas a fairly quick trip to Rome.

V. 15 Notice that Paul was not above discouragemeamotional exhaustion. In saying Paul
was encouraged by seeing them, the "them" is refeto the brothers who came from Rome,
not the Three Taverns.

V. 16 Paul is now in Rome, but under house armgainaprobably in a nice rented house. It is
not until 2 Timothy that Paul was in a dank, darkelly Roman dungeon, awaiting death by this
same Nero.

Vs. 17-28 Same old Paul. First he went to the J&a8.can be sure that some of the Jews
believed. We also know from the letter to the Rospdimat there were already thriving churches
there and many believing Jews.

Vs. 30-31 This is where Acts ends. Paul had beedenimouse arrest for two years in Caesarea,
and now he was under house arrest for two fullsyeeRome. The Lord gave him enormous
freedom, as he had in Caesarea, to preach and f@achg this time Paul wrote Ephesians,
Colossians, Philemon and Philippians. At the enBhalippians, he sent the believers in Philippi
a special greeting from all the believers who bgézhto Caesar's household. He was bearing
fruit in jail. Paul still hadn't had his trial be®Nero. At this point Nero was a respected anée san
ruler. Luke ends Acts here and sends the manugorifiteophilus. God's plan for Paul was to be
imprisoned and become a person of note to the R@mamunity. Where Paul was jailed, he
was also a great resource to the church, who aaitter to Paul freely. Then there were the
contingents of Roman guards who always had to wRégahl in pairs for eight-hour shifts. This
went on for two years in Caesarea and for two ymaROme. What a distressing assignment,
being locked in a room, sometimes even chainedhegevith Paul. But Paul bore fruit for

Christ even there, and now there were believersvalt Nero's palace. That's what Howard
Hendricks called a "chain reaction."

Both 1 and 2 Timothy occur after Acts. In 1 TimgtRaul and Timothy are flying around
fighting fires and doing damage control in churchemay be that the persecutions under Nero
had begun. It was certain that the internal proklefmvhich Paul had warned the Ephesian
elders (Acts 20) were beginning to become moreabfadlenge and churches were splitting.
Apparently something happened at Ephesus thaafma# its leadership, and one of Timothy's
assignments was to rebuild the church and its lshge Paul was running off to Macedonia
(probably to Corinth and Philippi) to take carebakiness in the churches there. In 2 Timothy,
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Paul had been pursued and caught. Apparently Atetathe coppersmith had something to do
with him being arrested. All of the people who &kad with Paul deserted him except Luke. It
must have happened with a lot of violence and sepPaul was in a Roman dungeon. He had
given testimony before Nero and the other Romaiciafé, and Paul judged that his time to be
"graduated” had come. In Paul asking Timothy to edmRome, he was asking him to come
into harm's way. We never hear anything of Timatftgr this, unless Hebrews wasn't written by
Paul and was written later. (Hebrews 13:23)

Tradition indicates that this time of Nero's petgam not only claimed Paul's life but also
Peter's. This would have been about 67 A.D. Nezd di 68 A.D. Two years later the Romans
would destroy Jerusalem, fulfilling Jesus' judgmefrithe generation that witnessed His words
and works and yet rejected Him as their Messiamit¢ally, the next time Israel will see Jesus,
they will accept Him; but Jerusalem will again retbe verge of destruction. This morning |
read Jesus sayingor | tell you, you will not see me again, untiysay, 'Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lor(Matt 23:39) They will call, and then He will comléntil then,
we have a harvest to follow Him into, reaching libst and making disciples who make
disciples.

Psalm 9:1-12

It's interesting to think that these songs weregsarworship. | could imagine David writing this
after the group from Benjamin came to him in th&deiness, and through the Spirit pledged
their loyalty and affirmed God's blessing on David.

Vs. 1-2 In spite of his troubles and waiting on tleed, David proved that it was still possible to
praise Him.

Vs. 3-6 There were times when David had a glimg<eanl working His righteousness and
justice. As God had cleared the way for Israehenpast, He would do it in the future.

Vs. 7-8 It is interesting that David saw more thsnael. He knew that the Lord would judge all
nations and all men.

Vs. 9-10 We just read that the soldiers of Benjacaime to David in the stronghold. But for
David, the Lord was histronghold physically and emotionally. How can you estinthie value
of learning to trust in the Lord and have conficemcHis love?

Vs. 11-12 The other great theme of David is puplpiaising God in the congregation and
among the nations. It is interesting that the wands 12 express both judgment and
compassion.

Proverbs 19:1-3

V. 1 This verse probably belonged better to thev@ros from yesterday. Integrity is worth it,
even if what you have to "pay" to gain it is po@sie

Vs. 2-3 As disciples, following Christ is a veryrgile matter. We complicate it by our Christian
culture and many nice, but unnecessary, thingswalheed is joy in our salvation, lost people to
share with, and a desire to follow Christ in Hisvest. Everything else is nice, but unnecessary.

So we serve Christ with stuff, with visions andairieleas, yet we lack maturity, balance and
proper leading. We make haste and we slip and ddodiuff and blame everyone else.

V. 3 And who gets the brunt of our rage for goiog tast, without knowledge? We rant at God

or get bitter and give up. Imagine Moses thinkiegaNould free the people when he was 40. He

was right and he knew God would use him to freepimple, but he did it his way, too fast,

without knowledge of God. It took 40 years of sagvsheep in the wilderness for God to get

him ready. You notice that when God spoke to Mad¢ke burning bush, Moses was still a little
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mad at God. It's His mission. We are His servastsye need to learn of Him and go at His
pace, with the knowledge of Him.

JULY 12

Today isn't just July 12. You'll be starting Romanisat in itself is a good excuse to treat
yourself to something. At the beginning of Augustuyl be ending 2 Chronicles and Romans,
almost on the same day, and you'll be off to o#ltentures, reading different books and off for
another culinary treat.

1 Chronicles 12:19-14:17

Ezra will begin to show, like no other writer, wbavid was a man after God's own heart and
why the people and leaders of Israel should makeddbeir model of devotion to God.

1 Chronicles 12:19-40

Vs. 19-22 Boy, did these guys come at the righétiRemember what David found when he got
back to Ziklag? Notice that this story points tod&grovision and to the united Israel. Toward
the end of his reign | doubt that King Saul wasyap and different tribes could see that the
kingdom was failing. It says these men desertedatWhsignificant is that the people of
Manasseh made a choice for David before the dé&ghu and before the ensuing civil war.

Vs. 23-40 Notice who these people were, where tere from and when and where they joined
David. These men joined David during the sevens/barwas king of Judah at Hebron during
the civil war with Saul’s followers. There is a aoh 2 Samuel 3:1 that David grew stronger and
stronger. This explains how that happened.

V. 32 is interesting. These men were not only gogliters; they knew what Israel needed and
did it. This would be a lesson to those returnmigtael after the exile. This should be a lesson
to us also, to know the times and live accordin@Romans 13:11-14)

1 Chronicles 13

This is a retelling of the story of David bringitige ark to Jerusalem. Remember Ezra is giving
the returned nation a view of how God formed Istaeler David, to give the returning people
pride in their calling by God. Having the presen€&od in Jerusalem, and being near God's
presence was David's passion. We read about thisiost all of his psalms. But David failed on
his first attempt to bring the ark into the citiyel’en a great leader like David failed on histfirs
attempt, the returned exiles shouldn't lose hegrid to reestablish the worship of the people in
the rebuilt temple. When we read Ezra and Hosed,see they had plenty of challenges getting
the temple and the worship back in order; in fit,people gave up.

What Ezra is showing the returned nation is whaderi@avid a man after God's own heart. We'll
see this clearer in 1 Chronicles than anywhere Ela@ will not mention David's faults because
they are recorded elsewhere, but he will clearbmsivhy David was given such honor by God
and why the leaders and people should make Dagidhtidel of their leadership and devotion to
God. The Lord has this written here for us too.

Vs. 1-4 Now David was leading the united Israeis interesting that David brought all the
commanders and leaders into this decision. Notiaerto one was asking God anything here.
This all must have seemed like a "no brainer." @Qfrse, God would want this. What could go
wrong?

Vs. 5-8 The celebration here was going to addéedritensity of the lesson David and the people
were about to receive.
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Vs. 9-14 David was disappointed for a lot of reasdthe had assumed on God, that doing
anything would make Him happy. As you read Themsalou understand that David really
wanted God's presence with him in Jerusalem. Thatawery sincere desire and passion. But
ignorant passion, like what Moses showed at 4@, abways honored by God. That ought to say
something to us working in the harvest. We neeadbtthings His way. Knowing Him and the
Word is absolutely vital.

Notice that God immediately and visibly blessed €@bdom and the ark only stayed there for
three months

1 Chronicles 14

God established David so that he had peace withdighbors and rest from his enemies. Notice
that the seeking of the ark and seeking God's peesand favor was sought by David before he
sought the security of the nation with its neiglshdihe message to the returning exiles was
clear, that David sought the Lord’s favor firstfdre and above his own security. This should be
a model for the reestablished nation. And it's gaddice for us as disciples.

Vs. 1-2 After living in caves and tents for so lpkiram sends in the Extreme Makeover, Royal
House, edition. David is finally settled. In thexhehapter we'll see that this had an effect on
David. He probably sat some nights looking at #eusty and the fine house he had and it not
only made him thank God, but it moved his heawamt to do something for God.

Vs. 3-7 In Deuteronomy 17:16-20, God says thaels&ing was not to multiply wives. | think
that one of the reasons they did it was to haves heithe throne. The point here is that David
also had rest and security in his personal life.

Vs. 8-12 Significant in this section is that Dagwought the Lord through the Urim and
Thummim. God not only answered and led David, baitédl David to victory. Notice that the
Philistines left their idols. This might be simil@r how the Israelites deserted the ark 100 years
earlier. It was ironic that each man had to carsygod into battle, like a mascot or a hood
ornament. David burned their idols. Some would Haeen of stone, but some would have been
wood, coated with gold or silver. They all endedrgshed.

Vs. 13-17 The Philistines had been the main thretdrael over the preceding 100 years. Now
this threat was removed and David had rest fromendiate danger. Notice again that David
asked of the Lord. That's not a bad habit to dgueBnd answered with very specific
information. This would be a test of David's faillaving to believe and exercise obedience and
faith. That never hurts either.

V. 17 Notice that the Lord brought the fear of hupon the nations.

Of course this is all good information for the mging exiles. For us in the harvest, all of this is
here for our instruction.

Romans 1:1-17

Wow, we are beginning Romans! There is so much tegy@rding discipleship and living for
Christ that you'll be gleaning from this book eaa&ar for the rest of your life. You'll make
plenty of your own observations, so I'll just makéew.

Paul wrote this letter from Corinth, during thegamonths he was in Greece mentioned in Acts
20:3. Phoebe, mentioned in Romans 16:1, was a dess®f the church of Cenchrea, the
eastern harbor of Corinth. Part of the purposéisfletter, toward the end, is to introduce her. In
fact, her trip to Rome might have been what got Banking that if he wrote a letter to the
churches there, she could take it and he could sayp®stage.
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V. 1 Always notice how Paul introduces himself.tRatarly here in Romans, it has something
to do with his entire focus in the letter.

Vs. 1-7 Notice how often you find something thders to being called by God. Notice the
promise in these verses and how Paul mentions Dilatice how the mission is woven through
all of this. Notice how the Spirit is writing thisp that it could apply to you too. We are called t
Christ to serve Him in the harvest.

Vs. 8-15 Notice that their faith was known and vigi How do you think it was seen? We have
no record of any church planting activity in Rorftes likely that some of those people saved in
Jerusalem on Pentecost were from Rome. All roatitol&ome and many Christians walked
them.

V. 9 Jesus told the Samaritan woman that thosewdrshiped the Father would worship Him in
spirit and in truth. So what does it mean for asparto serve God in "spirit?"

V. 13 We'll hear more about the reasons for thiaylen visiting Rome in chapter 15. Notice
that Paul naturally assumed he would be fruitfuh@ gospel when he came to Rome. Shouldn't
we also assume the gospel will bear fruit?

V. 15 Paul said that he was eager to preach in Rbater Paul will say that he didn't want to
preach where Christ had already been proclaimead'sR#esire to preach in Rome and to
strengthen the church indicates, possibly, thatthech began by spontaneous generation,
neighbor to neighbor, but that no one had formialljt the church and preached in Rome. If
that's the case, the city still would have beestrirf for evangelism, and therefore, fair game
for Paul.

Vs. 16-17 Maybe a lack of fruit is because Christitack this sense of conviction, confidence
and calling. This is why a disciple is left on &atb follow Christ into the harvest and to bear
much fruit. The gospel is still powerful, but sayithat is not the same as believing it. The way
you get this confidence in the gospel is not bylieg Paul; it is by reading Jesus. Reading the
entire Bible is very important every year, but gararly the words and life of Jesus give you the
confidence of bearing your cross daily. Watchingudeshows you what it means to abide in
Christ and follow His lead.

Notice here too that Paul sagsthe Jew first and also to the Gredlhis shows that one of the
purposes of this letter will be to strengthen thyuof these mixed house churches in Rome.
This church was very Jewish and very Gentile. Greekis context refers to everyone who was
not a Jew, not specifically Greeks. And too, therch was in Italy. | wonder if they had pizza at
their fellowship dinners.

For us as disciples, we need to internalize foselwes the first six verses, follow Christ into the
harvest, and in confidence of the gospel's powarba ashamed.

Psalm 9:13-20

We have read of Abraham waiting. We have read aféddiving in obscurity for 40 years as a
shepherd. We’'ve seen David anointed and victoramasstill have to run for his life for 10
years. We’'ve seen Paul chased from town to towatelneand lied against and then imprisoned
for 4-5 years. Yet, as we’ll see in Romans 8, Geekall of this for good, for His purpose. And
in our suffering and waiting, He teaches us huyndind seeking so that we’ll be fruitful for Him
in the harvest.

Vs. 13-14 Not only did God consistently save Dawiat, David consistently let everyone know
of God's love and His deliverance.
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Vs. 15-16 David could read in the Scriptures thatl@ad done this, but shortly after David
became king of the entire nation, everyone begamrapafter Israel. David needed God's help
against the neighboring nations.

Vs. 17-18 Israel wathe needyUnder David they had a man who could lead themdiory,
because David knew what it meant to come to Gddimility, crying out for His help.

Vs. 19-20 This is David asking God to shtwe nationgHis glory. We saw what happened to
Assyria, when they mocked God and His people.

V. 20 Go back and read 1 Chronicles 14:17 fromyodlaat's kind of interesting isn't it?
Proverbs 19:4-5

It seems that v. 5 is the commentary on v. 4. Vérsefull of lying. Verse 5 says that even in
relationships like these, there will be justice.

JULY 13
1 Chronicles 15:1-16:36

Both of these chapters are dedicated to David mintpe ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. For
the returnees, this is an important point of higt@ravid's kingdom wasn't complete without
God's presence established near him. This was Bgadsion and Ezra was suggesting that it
should be their passion.

Contrary to what should have happened and totababse of God's grace, Israel grew strong as
a nation in exile. When they returned they brougiit them the synagogue system. There was a
school of training and textual study that develogedng that time. I think the work of men like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (of theardf Judah) helped to keep the nation focused
on their destiny and unity as a people. Still, would you want to go back to Jerusalem?
Anyone who had grown up near Babylon saw one oféneen Wonders of the World. The
Hanging Gardens were built by Nebuchadnezzar (had)is Persian (Iran) wife. Jerusalem had
nothing to offer that even came close to the glagalth and comfort of the city of Babylon.
Going back to Jerusalem was like going back tatines of a ghost town.

In this history then, you can see why Ezra is ez the glory of Israel. They had the
covenant of God. They had the king of promise, Babringing the very mercy seat of God's
presence into Jerusalem. The God of creation formedspoke to this nation to further His plan
of redemption in the world. Babylon and Persia daliltouch that. That is why this history is
important.

One additional small note: They should have indlLitie last seven verses of chapter 16 in
today's reading.

1 Chronicles 15

V. 1 David needed more than one house becausedh@dr@ than one wife. This is another
reason to only have one wife. The tent he put upldvbave been a second tabernacle. This
mention of houses and the tent will have an efbecDavid in chapter 17.

Vs. 2-24 We've read this story before, but thisinfation is entirely new. It not only shows
David as a spiritual leader of the people, butshiaé designer of their worship. David, the king
of promise who wrote most of the songs of worshipo ordered the worship of Israel. Leaders
must lead spiritually.

Vs. 11-15 God's humbling of David on David's fiaiempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem had
borne fruit. Notice that the lesson wasn't justyitg the instructions in the Bible, but also
seeking God.
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Vs. 16-24 This isn't just David commanding and iegdhe Levities; this organization is from
David.

Vs. 25-28 This is David leading all the elders &atlers of Israel.

V. 29 We've read this before too, and in great&itl&Since Ezra makes no mention of the
rivalry with Saul's lineage, this story is totatlgvoted as a warning against despising those who
worship God with all they are. So then, those @émgethe new nation should worship with
passion like David.

1 Chronicles 16

Vs. 1-3 The offerings David made here were for lelins accordance with what is written in
Leviticus for the sin and freewill offerings forleus and people. Afterward they had a barbecue.

Vs. 4-7 David made sure that the Levites and thests fulfilled their parts and were organized.

As an historical note for the returning generatibomentions in v. 7 that this was the day that
David appointed Asaph and his brothers to accomgaayorship in song. David, himself a
musician and song writer, decreed from this poimthat music would always be a part of
Israel's worship. Asaph was the first worship leaBier these people, hundreds of years later,
they would read this and go, "So that's where thatlBs, | mean, the sons of Asaph came from.
The sons of Asaph were like a cultural phenomendhe worship of Israel.

Vs. 8-36 And this is Asaph's first song.

V. 8 Note how global this song was. This is thstftrme you get the idea that Israel understood
its role in the redemptive plan of God. It seemm@from what is seen in other psalms, that
David probably wrote all or most of this song. Asamd others may have added the melody,
and they did the singing.

There are lots of things to see in this song. Asseiple, do you see the redemptive plan of God
and how naturally it is woven into the praise ofd@dt is clear that all nations and people were
to look at Israel and praise God.

Notice vs. 35-36. It could be that Ezra added tivesses as a prayer to God for those still in
exile. Or it could be that in all the years sinoshlia, Israel had been scattered because of their
enemies and because of their disobedience.

| guess our desire should be to want to see pdwpleght out of slavery to Christ.
Romans 1:18-32

This is one of the most incredible portions of Brrre or world literature. It's the Genesis or
beginning of how the world got wrecked by sin. Nbay religion explains the confusion and
differences in worship in this lost world. No othieligion or philosophy can account for the
constant downward movement in the human heart drydewery generation and culture fails to
get better. The answer is sin, and it accountghisrmess, brilliantly.

Vs. 18-20 There is enough visual evidence of Ganasie every human being guilty before
God. The invisible spiritual sickness of sin iregdily pushes us to suppress this truth.

If you took a simple plastic spoon and tried to\gooe your neighbor that in 70 gazillion years
that spoon just happened, he'd say you were noiiset®ing as simple as that spoon needed an
engineer, a designer, complex processes and maghiBw that same neighbor might say this
world is all an "accident.” God doesn't have un@ding with that kind of logic. He just says it
is sin and suppressing the truth. We know thatwlodd and everything in it isn't an accident.

Vs. 21-23 The story of mankind since Genesis isometof knowing God better, but knowing
God less. Adam and Eve and Cain and Abel saw aawdl It&od, probably the angel of the Lord.
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And still they disobeyed. But we were made to wigrsind have connection with God. The need
is irresistible. If sin pushes us away from Him, st need something to seek, to worship and to
ask help from.

Vs. 24-25 This is the origin of our relational asekual dysfunction. Being "one flesh" is the
way we were made. We cannot deny it. We will alwsask it. It is built in. There are some
exceptions, but they are exceptions, not the ndtra.unity in being one flesh is almost mystical
beyond our thinking. In a proper way it is spiritaad needs to be linked to God for it to remain
healthy. Well, we know the story here. This is gleaeral, heterosexual side of sexual sin and
dysfunction.

Vs. 26-27 This is the homosexual side of the dystion. It is all sin. | think the order here
makes perfect sense. A man is to be the protettbeaelationship and the nurturer of his wife.
If a man doesn't see this and if the spiritual "tb@gh" nature of the relationship is lost, sex
becomes a function or obsession for a man. Therdifite in sexual expression between men
and women, the need and response, was designdaligind by God. Sin breeds stupidity and
selfishness and perversion: men became dominatdteydesire; women became frustrated by
their need; both were unsatisfied emotionally guidtsally.

Regarding homosexuality, God created sexualitycatld this a perversion of what He created.
God is God and we don't need to be ashamed ofrftgptdiwhat He says. And we don't need to
soften His words for the sake of the feelings asthwho enjoy any particular sin, even if we
like these people and would like to see them can@hrist. Repentance is part of the gospel;
and where there is no repentance, there is noviemgss.

Homosexuality is sin like every other sin, yet, ésity, there is something about it that makes it
seem different. Sexuality is a very deep and valblerpart of who God made us. Things that
tamper with "nature” are hard for us to treat agfimal.” Also, there is something about
homosexuality that seems to border on addictiotiodisn't seem easy for people who have given
themselves to this, to just hit the "reset” butod go back to God's specs. Addictions, whether
to drugs, alcohol, gambling, pornography or homaséty, cut deep and often never completely
disappear. It isn't an accident that homosexumitgentioned in Romans 1:18ff. Paul and the
Spirit are describing man redefining himself afismn his Creator. Sin destroys, but doesn't
have to be fatal if you admit that it's sin ander@p The problem with redefinition is that you
don't see things as sin. Unfortunately then, trea@r owns the world and reality. Once we
redefine ourselves out of His world and His realiben, well, there's only one place left to go.

Vs. 28-32 Note this list of qualities is just asltzes whatever came before. These things are what
plague all human relationships and come from theénseach of our hearts.

Notice that there is a general progression indagion today. First came the loss of God and
truth, then the loss of marital oneness and intimden loss of social unity and order.

Notice also that there are three instances wi@wd,gave them ughink about that progression
and what connection there is between what theyadididn't do, and what God gave them up to.
God'’s severest punishment, though fitting and tpis to give us what we want. Sin affects
everything, and Paul will eventually describe ssradorce: something spiritually sick within us.

Psalm 10:1-15

Wow, read this psalm and relate it to the passag®imans, especially Romans 1:18. Notice
what the thoughts or words of the unbeliever actlaw they fit into the reading in Romans for
today.

V. 1 So what was the trouble?
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Vs. 2-11 As we have seen in God's dealing withkthgs and people of Israel, God doesn't
always judge immediately. It looks as if it is pi$s to spit in God's face and prosper. That is
why the psalmist was suffering. He saw this happgand wondered why God didn't do
something.

Vs. 12-15 The writer wanted to see God arise addguhe wicked and care for those who cried
out to Him.

In the harvest, reading through the Bible yeamraféar, we understand this as God's kindness
and patience. He wants to see all men saved; amiiiktiness, forbearance and patience are
meant to lead people to repentance. God will judgehe same time, God has many things
working that we could never understand. We can trakt His wisdom and goodness. In the
meantime, we go forward following our Lord, reaahthe lost and making disciples who make
disciples.

Proverbs 19:6-7

The point of these verses is that all of this idtlmn words without reality and substance.
Neither the rich man nor the poor man has an hdrieatl, when gifts and position are what
really matter.

JULY 14
1 Chronicles 16:37-18:17
1 Chronicles 16:37-43

This is a continuation from yesterday showing avid, as king, took the lead in organizing
and designing the worship. One mark of all godhgki in Judah was that they personally
invested in and organized the worship of the pedfide the rulers of Israel, returning to the land
after the exile, Ezra was emphasizing the neethfam to model spiritual involvement and
worship for the people.

Vs. 39-40 This is interesting. There was the terltd@rusalem for the ark, and there was the
tabernacle in Gibeon. This is why David had twadhhigiests, Abiathar and Zadok. The question
is why the tabernacle was in Gibeon and the arkiwdsrusalem. Sacrifices were being made in
both places. | wonder if David had the tabernatdeqd in Gibeon during the civil war, so that it
would have been outside of Judah in the territdfgenjamin, Saul's tribe. When Solomon was
worshiping to God and received the promise of wisdSolomon was at Gibeon. Somehow |
think God allowed this, but didn't necessarily e Hezekiah and Josiah removed all the high
places and made the altar in Jerusalem the ontg ptasacrifice or worship.

1 Chronicles 17

Today, in this very select history for the retumgixiles, comes the Davidic promise. David
sought the glory and honor of God, and God honB&dd with this promise. The importance
of this promise in the OT is rivaled only by theprise to Adam and Eve and the promise to
Abraham. These were redemptive promises, evertiihas, Israel only understood them as
nationalistic. Even in Romans 1, as Paul introdineself, he includes David's name in the
description of the gospel. The Messiah is the aetemier who was promised by God to come
through the house and lineage of David.

As you read this chapter, what do you think Ezra wyging to say to the new generation
entering the land of promise?

Vs. 1-2 It apparently bothered David that he noxedi comfortably in a permanent house made
of cedar, but the Lord was represented by a temthdh assumed that everything David desired

would be blessed.
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Vs. 3-15 This is the promise or covenant with David

Vs. 11-12 These verses transform this promisesatoething that could only be fulfilled by God
Himself. To reign forever meant that this son wduddve to live forever. Solomon fulfilled v. 11,
but only Jesus could fulfill v. 12. This was a pafrthe confused Jewish theology Jesus lived
with during His ministry. They understood this thegcally, but couldn't accept it in reality. For
example, in John 1:49 Nathanael answered and adiesusRabbi, You are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israellt was one thing to say that the Messiah woul@bd's eternally living
Son; it was another thing to meet God's eternaligd Son and like Him and follow Him.

Vs. 16-27 This entire chapter is inspiring. Outbfthe earthly confusion we have read about
regarding Samuel and Saul and David, suddenlyldreqi God clearly comes to the forefront.
You wonder as you read this how much David undecstd God's plan of redemption. We
know from what we've read in 2 Samuel, that Dawgt perspective because of his sin with
Bathsheba and Uriah and began to worry and obsess which son would fulfill this.

I'm reminded of what Jesus said to His disciplesuke 10:24 For I tell you that many prophets
and kings desired to see what you see, and didew®it, and to hear what you hear, and did not
hear it. And think of our privilege. As disciples in therliast we have been saved by this plan.
We know the Messiah; we can explain the plan ofagein to others, and we have been called to
become ambassadors of this truth. We dare nottel@wvnfall be that, knowing all of this, we
take it for granted and hide our light.

1 Chronicles 18

We've seen that David fought battles and God gawetre victory, establishing David's house.
But, we haven't yet seen what Ezra is trying to lemspze about David that these people should
model.

Vs. 1-8 We've read about these battles beforendite vs. 7-8. Even though David was told he
couldn't build the temple, it was still his passtorsee this done. David knew a temple would be
built and that Solomon would do it. In everythimgt David did, he still had that desire burning
in his heart. He wanted God'’s presence near hiothharwanted God’s presence to be the center
of Israel’s existence. This is what made David a mfter God’s own heart. This is an example
of David’s passion for God showing through. Wher@akbmon made himself rich by acquiring
gold and precious metals, David began to stockp#se metals for the building of the temple.

Vs. 9-11 Even the gifts David was given went irfte treasury for the temple.

Vs. 12-13 It was just mentioned that David caraedhy the wealth of Edom and the other
nations. Apparently it was Abishai who was resplolesior the campaign that brought Edom
into submission.

Vs. 14-17 Here is David again - leading, guidinggamizing and serving Israel, the people of
God. Notice in v. 17 it says that David made hisssofficials in his government as they came to
adulthood. In 2 Samuel 8:18 it says they were fgjduit “officials” is what was meant. They
became like governors and judges, mediators fopdople.

When David comes and sits before the Lord in 1 @ikctes 17:16, he asks the question every
disciple of Jesus should askho am I'’°’When we read those first few verses of Romansel, w
realize that we have been called to belong to €and have been appointed to take the news of
this salvation to the lost and dying. That showddalcause for feeling just as David felt when he
was told that God would pour out kindness and haipon him. In many ways, the kindness and
honor God has shown us is so much greater. Jesuiditodisciples in MatthewBut blessed are
your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for thay.Heor truly, | say to you, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see, ahddatisee it, and to hear what you hear, and
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did not hear it(Matt. 13:16-17) We are those disciples of honoo\whve been saved, who see
and hear and have the privilege of working with Savior in the harvest.

Romans 2:1-24

In this chapter Paul is working toward what he'sigdo say in chapter three, that we are all
condemned and guilty before God because that wallanader the power of sin. The only
answer to the condemnation of man and the powsinokill be faith in Christ. Paul is also
defusing any sense that Jews or those who folleWav are better than those who "only" know
Christ.

In your observations, notice how Paul is buildimgaggmosphere of coming judgment.

Vs. 1-5 This could apply to any person who is ajpidf others, Jew or Gentile. Knowing what

is right doesn't free anyone from the power of $imnking we are better than others because we
"know" makes us hypocrites because that same pofngan is still roaring through our veins.
Knowing right from wrong doesn't save you. Only iBhsaves and only the Spirit can aid us
against sin. There is no ground for pride in olvat#on.

Vs. 6-11 might give the "idea" that there mightdoenething someone could "do" for acceptance
before God, but this is just Paul setting up hguarent for man's hopelessness in chapter 3.
Look ahead to the end of what Paul is saying hexe 16 and notice the basis of this judgment.
Judgment is according to Jesus Christ. That withmiéby faith in Christ." | was reading this
morning in John 6 that when the people asked J&dllsat must we do, to be doing the works of
God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of Gbdt you believe in him whom he has
sent.” That is the onlywork that works: belief in Jesus, welcoming Him as Saaiad Lord. In

John 6, Jesus is taking their view of works andngathat there is no work, only faith in Him.

Notice too that in this section, Paul is beginnimghow that since God shows no patrtiality, the
Jews and the Gentiles are equal. All are lost drat@saved by faith in Christ.

Vs. 12-16 This is some amazing information. Evesséhwho don't know the Law of Moses/God
are responsible for the law. The law’s most impartaomponents are written on the hearts of
humans, since we are all created in the image df Glis goes back to Romans 1:19-20. All
mankind is without excuse before God. Notice tbdgment is a part of the gospel. That is one
of the reasons God has left us here in the harieestarn people.

Vs. 17-23 Now, although there is a tone in thitekeds if Paul is writing to a completely Jewish
audience, he is not. This is one of a few instamdesre Paul addresses and names a particular
group in the church in Rome. Paul will again adgitbe Jews in chapter 7 and then the Gentiles
in chapter 11. It was a mixed congregation of peophe point here was that the Jews were so
shot through with sin, the spiritual disease, thate was no way they should feel safe or better
or saved because they were Jews.

The contradictions between belief and behavioaése famous in the church today. A
theoretical Christianity is powerless. We are rettdy off for all the videos, books, preachers
and podcasts we have. We still need to be in thedWaily and humbly following our Lord
every day, pouring out our lives to make discigdethose He is seeking. That is the only way
we stay in His presence and care, by staying ¢msgm.

It could be that there were Jews in the church whre either not yet saved, or they were Jewish
Christians who were still very rooted in the laweEe "law abiding" people were a deep threat
to understanding the grace of the gospel and tagé#aith in Christ alone. Paul is doing some
very thorough theological re-orientation here fovge stuck on the law. Paul will level the
playing field and show that neither Jew nor Gerttds any hope without faith in Christ, and that
even in the OT, salvation was based solely on faith
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One trap that we fall into as Christians is thimgkthat we are better than "sinners." That attitude
will keep us from being effective for Jesus in Haevest. Humbled disciples know that the
disease of sin still rages in this body of dedtis bnly by grace, by the daily cleansing of the
Word, by following the leading of the Spirit thatvare able to do anything that is half-way
honoring and glorifying to God. It is pure gracelgurely by His help. As Jesus sagart

from me you can do nothinBaul said to the Corinthiang/hat have you that you did not
receive? If then you received it, why do you baast it were not a gift?1 Cor. 4:7, RSV)
Knowing the gift draws you in love to the Savioroms, in fact, still working in the harvest.

Psalm 10:16-18

This is the very intense ending of the psalm. Theeekind of spiritual affliction that comes

from seeing the harvest, and sensing our calleesgod in the harvest. The work is important
and it is desperate. That is why Jesus could tielidi$ciples, in Luke 6:2Blessed are you who
are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blesselyou who weep now, for you shall laugh.
We don't have to be afflicted now, but we will diabe afflicted now because we understand the
grace given to us, the amazing grace and loveamtispel and the coming judgment on those
who have not yet responded.

Vs. 16-18 Since God is the King forever, and Hal$® the cure for all that will come in the
"forever" part of this life, now is the time to m@affliction and put aside our interests and work
in the harvest reaching the lost, making discipltes make disciples.

Proverbs 19:8-9

Truth or lies. Is a person living according to rgabr closing their eyes to reality? Christiansg ge
ruined too. And pretending that there is no hariseite same as saying there isn't one. Jesus
said in Luke 8:21My mother and my brothers are those who hear thelwbGod and do it.

For a disciple, the "it" always involves followirtigeir Savior into the harvest. Submitting to His
reality and truth shows we love Him, and, accordmg. 8, that we love our own souls. Hmmm.
And we will discover good.

JULY 15
1 Chronicles 19-21

As you read today, remember that Ezra is writintheoJews who returned to Jerusalem after the
Babylonian exile. Our question as we read is tceustdnd why God is leading Ezra to include
some information and leave out other informationu'Will read some things that seem verbatim
with what you've read before. In a couple of pgas'll notice that Ezra leaves out a lot of stuff.
Then you'll read a familiar story, but you'll naithat there is a lot more detail added. The Lord
had His purposes for how He led Ezra to write lfase people.

1 Chronicles 19

We've read of this battle before. | think the Siigance for Ezra in reviewing this entire story
was that this was the largest foreign army Davidyfd against. The situation began innocently
enough, but Godllowedit to escalate into a major international showdolvwas God's way of
revealing threats to David and Israel and takirg cdthem. The Ammonites hired an army
from the areas around Assyria and Babylon, an@lsiefeated them with God's help. After this,
the names of God and David were known as far aglBabThe returned Israelites could depend
on God for His help too.

Vs. 1-5 David was innocent of any false motiveg,things still went bad. This was what had
also happened to the returnees when they begabtdd the temple. They were being charged
with wanting to become rebels and reestablish degandent Israel.
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Vs. 6-15 The words of Joab to his brother were #adat the people needed to hear. They
needed to be strong and to use their strengtthé&r people and for the cities of their God.
Israel's history showed that God would honor tfeth and He would reward them for seeking
Him.

Vs. 16-19 It seemed like things had gone from loagdrse, but history showed that the Lord
was working in this to bring an even greater vigt@nd to bring renown to Israel and to His
name.

These are also good lessons for us to learn fowotk in the harvest.
1 Chronicles 20

Vs. 1-3 We've read this story before too, but whatteresting is what's missing. There is no
mention of Bathsheba or the death of Uriah.

Vs. 4-8 This is a very thin summary, showing thiem@ng generation that God rescued Israel
from huge armies and (literally) enormous foes.

No one could stand before Israel if they sought.itrel.
1 Chronicles 21

We have also read this story. The twist here isHzaa says that Satan stood up against Israel
and incited David to do something that would br@gd's judgment on Israel. The story was
important for the returnees to know, because ghiwiv the location for the temple was chosen.

It is interesting that Ezra points to Satan beiggiast Israel. We know this is true, but this is th
first time | can remember it being said. Israel badn trouble and had been disobedient; and as a
result, they were kicked out of their land. Theyast ceased to exist as a nation and only God's
grace in Babylon saved them. As the nation of Gaajng its roots back to Adam and Eve, they
needed to keep in mind that they had an enemy whudancite them to sin. Even God's

favorite son, David, when incited to sin, was phet

Vs. 1-6 This is recorded in 2 Samuel 24 whereysdhat God was angry and incited David to
take the census. This needs some thought. | waigigest comparing this to the situation of
Ahab and Jehoshaphat who had already made theatetnsvork together without consulting
God. God gave them the desire of their heartsGmat was clearly unhappy with them and
allowed a demonic power to influence them. The pigithat they had already sinned in their
hearts and actions. | think David had already sirtmebecoming so prideful of his nation that he
felt he wanted to see how great he had becomeraigary power. In God's anger at David's
pride, God allowed Satan to incite him. David wpsmand willing, and Satan knows a thing or
two about pride.

Again, it is ironic that a man like Joab saw whawid couldn't see. This often happens to us
when we choose to sin. God speaks to us in sonyareic ways: through the mouth of a
donkey here, and through the words of a bad petsrs.

Vs. 7-13 In 2 Samuel 24 it says that David's hsiauick him. Here it says that God struck Israel
and then David knew he was wrong. Apparently Gaghbeéo move and then David saw the
connection between the beginning of God's judgraadthis prideful action.

Vs. 14-17 Ezra is adding more detail to his remdgdf this story. He is showing that there was
grace and purpose in what God did here. This timgdioor is the point of the story.

Vs. 18-27 We have a lot more detail héee angel of the Lord... commanded Gatell David
to make a sacrifice. It is a good guess that thgebof the Lord was the pre-incarnate Christ.

V. 20 Itis funny that this guy and his s@®wv the angehnd hid.
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V. 23 If | was that guy, with a deadly angel stangdihere with his sword ready for action, I'd
just want to give the property away too.

V. 25 In 2 Samuel 24 there is another amount gileehDavid actually bought two things. He
bought the threshing floor and the acreage around i

V. 26 Here we learn that the Loashswered... with fire from heaven
V. 27 Only then did the Lord command the angelh®esh His sword.

Vs. 28-30 The idea here seems that David recognigdhis was where the Lord wanted David
to worship every day, not in Gibeon. Gibeon wasfasugh away that David wouldn't have
gone there regularly. This was the place of worsinigh sacrifice and seeking God's favor. Later,
we will hear the name of this place is Mt. Mori#ths where Abraham had been willing to offer
Isaac, and it was the place where the temple woelduilt. Ezra was trying to help the returned
Israel understand that this place of mercy shoalthkir focus and priority as they sought God
to rebuild the nation.

Romans 2:25-3:8
Romans 2:25-29

V. 25 What is the value of circumcision for a Jdw® seen in Romans 4:11 regarding the faith
of Abraham. It was a symbol of the promise of reggom through God's work in Abraham. It
was what symbolized the nation built on faith iatthromise. It still boiled down to faith. To
break the law was to break faith and undo whatangsion meant.

V. 26 A Gentile who kept the law would show thatitael both the faith in the promise to
Abraham, and the work of redemption God was workmipe world. It still boiled down to
faith.

Vs. 28-29 In chapters 9-15, Paul will say that ¢hiera difference between the church and the
Jews and that the Jews will fulfill their destiffijnere is no ground in Romans whatsoever to say
that the church and Israel are the same. Pauf®parn saying that a real Jew is a Jew inwardly
is that a real Jew is not only descended by bloath Abraham, but is a man or woman of faith
in the promise to Abraham and shares the faithtwbAam. Romans 9 makes this very clear.
The real descendants of Abraham not only haveltwliie, but they also have the faith tie.
Paul's and the Spirit's logic is compelling.

Romans 3:1-8

Vs. 1-2 If the Jews had lived by faith, it is héodoverestimate the privilege and "advantage”
mentioned here. Compare this to what Paul saysifaiomans 9:4-5.

V. 3 God will still honor His promises to Abrahata,David and to Solomon regarding the
temple and Jerusalem. The nation of Israel wifilfuls destiny and proclaim God's grace to the
earth. Israel's rebellion doesn't show God's fajlitrshows the truth of His Word and the
wisdom of His actions. We'll see all this in chapt#l and 15.

V. 4 This is one of those many places in Romang@Raul asks a rhetorical question that is
answered very strongly witBy no meandn the Greek this is a very, very strong denial.get

the right effect in the English, you probably néedake your shoe off and bang it on the table as
you're saying this.

The issue of God being "judged” is interesting @@y important in the dramas being played out
in this time of spiritual darkness. Paul will memtiGod's righteousness again in this chapter.
Although Paul will use some arguments in chaptéra® will make it look like God can do what
He pleases, God still brings about salvation irhsugvay that it is totally righteous and just.

Satan is not only the accuser of the brethrenhbistkeeping an eye on God too, to hold Him to
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the line. When all is said and done, without havmgiolate righteousness and play the card that
says, "I'm bigger than you, so | can do anythimght,"” God will appear totally righteous, good
and loving in how He brought about salvation uréadlly and personally. (See Psa. 11:7 in
today’s reading.)

Vs. 5-7 We will see this argument surface in asgléght way in chapter 9. If God uses the
unrighteous, does that make God unrighteous inijgdipe unrighteous? Of course not, but
some people think they understand justice ande@igness better than God. Actually, to
guestion God in this regard is rebellion and a laickust in who God is.

V. 8 Apparently some people twisted Paul's teacbimgrace, as Peter says later, to their own
destruction.

Psalm 11

As disciples following Christ, we don't live ouvédis according to the "tune" of our culture. We
see a different reality and know a Savior whoilsisterested in seeing people saved. That
means our lives have to take a different trajecemgry day. No one else in the world rises every
day to take a cross that declares they are follgu@hrist to the death should He ask it. Our work
in the harvest is to work as He worked whetheratrathers understand it or support it.

V. 1 is the taunt of the unrighteous. Even those whire running and hiding with David must
have suggested that he abandon any thought ofrieatpGod and just head for the hills.

Vs. 2-3 As David ran from Saul, the resources o&tion were bent on destroying David. If
David were killed, what would the anointing of Sahmean? Yet they were really fighting
against God, not David.

V. 3 This seems like what people are always attamgplf the foundational truth can be
“redefined,” then the righteous are helpless. Bot @oesn’t change or go away. He is the
foundation of truth and reality. Unbelief may raggainst truth and reality, yet we are always
secure. Paul and the Spirit say so in Romans 8928-3

Vs. 4-7 None of this escapes the Lord's attentras beyond His sovereign working.

V. 5 The tension is that on the one hand, thosefathmv are being tested. Yet on the other
hand, to the person not following God, this tespngves their point, that those who follow God
do it in vain. And God knows their thoughts andsdeis face against them.

V. 7 is our only true hope. As we follow, our livage used by God for His purpose. Success is
defined by the Lord, not by us or our culture. @ape is in knowing we will see His face and
know His kindness in Christ forever.

Proverbs 19:10-12

It's hard to know what to do with this little mishash.

V. 10 You have the disparity of seeing the foolishwell, but they do, especially in Hollywood.
V. 11 You have the internal wisdom that suppliggeeson with balance in an "unequal” world.
V. 12 Then there is the judgment of a "king."

I guess in all of this, the person made wise bipwihg God can make sense of the disparity of
this life and he knows how to seek the favor of God

In reading all of this, there is the question ofet¥ter it's worth it or not to make so much of
following God. Ezra is trying to make a case foirlg as God's chosen people. Paul is saying
that the life of faith is worth pursuing. The ps&ms crying out after listening to people teliri
there's really no help, but helping yourself. Ettlem proverb says it's hard to see the foolish
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prosper because it looks like they were right. i@ality never changes. God has a plan and it's
coming to completion. If you only do the speed timhen you see a cop, it means that you
really don't see the law as important. If the dimye we obey God is when we can see Him, that
would be compliance, not love and faith. When wen"tsee" Him working, but we keep on
following in the harvest, that is love and faitith€s might think we've lost a couple of cards
from the deck while they enjoy a comfortable libeyt I'd rather follow, even if it means being
hungry now.

JULY 16
1 Chronicles 22-23
1 Chronicles 22

This chapter adds some interesting information@ardpective to what we have read before.
Before you read what I've written below, read clea@?2 and see what questions or observations
you come up with. This is a very rich chapter, bflinformation and it gives us David's words

to Solomon.

Now from Ezra's perspective, other than the faat this gives the returnees some great
historical insight, | wonder what Ezra's purpose figa including this. The entire chapter is
devoted to David's preparation for building the péen1 wonder if it was known among the
people that for all of the good he had done, Solomias the first king to lead the nation into
idolatry. It could be that the temple had a kindsifike" against it because of this. Since
Solomon died as a bitter, backslidden idolater womdering if Ezra wanted to correct the
notion that the temple was Solomon's idea. Haweagl rl Kings and about Solomon building the
temple, we stand here viewing this with the sampr&e that Ezra's readers had. It was really
David who did the greatest amount of preparatiaritfe temple. David couldn't build it, but
David devoted the last years of his life to amagsiraterials, making drawings, organizing
labor, enlisting the support of the political amtigious leaders of Israel, and then, carefully
instructing Solomon on what to do. Ezra is shovilmgm that although David was not allowed to
build the temple, he prepared the next generati@otit. David, the king of promise, the "man
after God's own heart,"” was responsible for theptem

What this gives us is some interesting perspectiv8olomon. Before David became sick and
bedridden, he spent hours with Solomon to pastesetinstructions. We read of Solomon in 1
Kings, organizing for the building of the templ®tmealizing that this wasn't all Solomon; it was
David.

This chapter also gives some added perspectivelomifah’s attempt to become king.
According to this chapter, after David knew whére temple would be built, he spent years
making it clear that Solomon would be his heir #mat he would build the temple. David
commanded all the leaders of Israel to help Solomold the temple. So then, Adonijah,
Abiathar and Joab staging the coup in the firsptdraof 1 Kings was really a crass, intentional
act of treason. They thought that because DavidaNading, tottering, old man, they could get
away with this. If not for God, via Nathan, Solomwauld not only have been passed by, but
also would have been killed.

In the gap between 2 Samuel and 1 Kings, you tien¢ any of this information about David
preparing for the building of the temple. This ety cool.

Vs. 1-5 David realized that in God telling Davidioild an altar on this threshing floor, God was
showing David where the temple should be. | belitat even prior to the census, David was
already planning for the temple and that he alrdawyv Solomon would build it. First
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Chronicles 18:8 happened years before this evehtreamtions David amassing a large quantity
of bronze which Solomon later used in the temple.

Vs. 6-10 This is David's charge to Solomon to bthilel temple. Notice that this is David before
he was a tottering old man who couldn't get warhatTor God, gave David an amazing second
wind before he died.

Vs. 11-16 There are lots of interesting things hé&med told David that Solomon would build the
temple.

Vs. 12-13 This is a charge for Solomon to seekrdigan or wisdom and for him to keep the law
of the Lord. I wonder if this is where Solomon ¢jo¢ idea to ask God for wisdom.

V. 14 According to the Bible Knowledge Commentary;@. 612, we are talking about 3,750
TONS of gold and 37,500 TONS of silver. You reallgnder why Solomon felt the need to
keep collecting gold all his life. He seems to hheen a man of excesses.

Vs. 17-19 This was David's charge to the leadetsrakl to help Solomon. Interestingly, David
commanded them to seek the Lord.

1 Chronicles 23

V. 1 Between chapters 22 and 23 you have the fdrgames of 1 Kings 1-2:9. Again, what Ezra
is showing here is that it was the godly king Dawitb organized those who were to serve Israel
in the worship of God in the temple.

Vs. 2-6 This was the general organizing of the temviDavid took as much interest in the
organization of worship, as he did in the buildefdhe temple. David wasn't just a warrior and
musician; he was an organizing animal. Sometimey, disorganized people are very "together"
in the area of their passion. In the last yealBafid's life, he pursued his passion: loving and
following God. The text makes it look here that idid this organizing work after he made
Solomon king. If so, God did give him an amazirgf kurge of strength. My guess would be that
David already had much of this organization in pldaring the preceding years. This is the
David who validates the statement, “a man after'&oan heart.”

Vs. 7-23 Here Ezra shows why the genealogies o évées were so important. David
reorganized the Levites (except for the priestssévice in the temple according to their major
families.

Vs. 24-32 Originally, God didn't number the Levitelso were under thirty. In v. 26 David
changed that because there was no longer a neeovthe tabernacle. The temple would be
the permanent home of the Lord, the ark and ombieship of Israel. He would enlist the
Levites, giving them new duties and raising theslef the daily worship in the temple.

In one sense, Ezra was making disciples. He wasrgea new generation find the calling of
their heritage. | think he wanted this new natioptirsue God with the life passion of David.
David didn't just gather raw materials and dravbupding plans; he was also totally involved in
wanting to see God honored by the worship of thepjee David was now seen as the planner,
with God, of the temple.

As we work to make disciples, who make disciplahjnk it is good to focus on the passion of
David and of Paul pursuing God, but even more toi$mon Jesus. His passion for the harvest
and intensity in following the Father is what weraded to keep our hearts ignited, from
generation to generation, as we work until our Lietadirns.

Romans 3:9-31

This is one of those portions in Romans wherewasth memaorizing more verses than just

Romans 3:23.
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V. 9 Under sinmeans under the power of sin. Paul will talk malpeut this in Romans 7; for
example, Romans 7:2But | see in my members another law waging warreiahe law of my
mind and making me captive to the law of sin thelts in my memberSin is a spiritual
sickness responsible for the acts that we call™3ihe sin within us can only be fully cured by
the resurrection. That is why the resurrectiongseat hope for us, finally freeing us from this
sickness.

Vs. 11-18 This seems hard, but it is the truth &alkou We are totally ruined by it. In the OT,
leprosy was the physical disease that symbolizedtsivas incurable and it permeated all of the
body and life.

Paul is showing some of his knowledge of Scriptpeeticularly The Psalms, bringing together
several different portions of the OT. Apparentlieahe came to faith, everywhere he studied the
Scripture, he saw our helplessness.

Because it says that no one seeks after God, yerusbene people say that there are no
"seekers." Since the Bible has commands to seekiGsekms that there must be something we
need to understand in these verses. In Kings xamele, God did many things through Elijah
and Elisha; and He expected people to turn theirteéo Him, to seek Him. Most didn't, but
some did. God gave them something to initiate deking. Without God's input there would be
no seeking; but once God reveals Himself in somg teen it becomes a possibility. We can
either come to Him or ignore Him. | think the wordse one seeks for Gpdxpress that our
depravity is so deep that without His help and gracd kindness, throwing crumbs and boulders
in front of us, we would never seek Him becausthefdeep blindness of our hearts. If we
sought anything naturally, it would never be HirhisTwould hold true for all of these, including
doing good. | don’t think we understand how muchkv@od does in the world to nudge the
hearts of all people. The only thing He can’t dtoisnake people come to Him and love Him.
Other than that, He can lead His children in kiredn® someone who needs it.

Vs. 19-20 In God's own words, no human being vélijustified by doing good, not even
religious good. God considers everyone accountalittm because of the law. He has revealed
himself in the Word, in nature and in what is lgffiHis image in us, written on our hearts. There
is enough to hold us responsible and to judge wtspdithing to save us. That comes through
Jesus.

Vs. 20-25 This is a great portion to memorize. Wwe you go over it in your mind, the more
you understand the flow and the truth of these wd?cbpitiation means that the payment Jesus
made fully satisfied God's justice. His paymenbhlyod, His sacrifice, because He was man and
God, had an infinite effect that would cover eveirycommitted for all time, for those who by
faith would receive Him as their Savior.

Vs. 25-26 I've hinted to the drama going on toit&md is really righteous. Since God had
passed ovesins ages ago without a real payment for those sireryone was wondering how
God could righteously forgive sin. This was the tayg of Christ and the incarnation. The
principalities and powers were all holding theiedth, thinking God couldn't possibly cover sin
without violating His own sense of holiness andigigs He did it!!!

Vs. 27-31 How would you explain what Paul is sayege? It seems that what Paul is saying is
that there is no ground to think that because aig@new, he has a better position in terms of
forgiveness and salvation. Reliance on the law gelg you judged, not saved. Salvation is, and
always was, through faith. God shows no partiahty men are saved by faith. But this faith
doesn't destroy the law; it proves the importarfddelaw.

As disciples knowing that salvation is throughHaihe pressure should be off of us. We are not
the agents of faith. We are the messengers of e VBometimes we put so much pressure on
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ourselves to say "it" well, that we could get tea that salvation rests on us and our
explanation. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:1ABd |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with Iafipeech or wisdomFor | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him fiedcPAnd | was with you in weakness and
in fear and much tremblindand my speech and my message were not in plavgibts of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and @ivpr,so that your faith might not rest in the
wisdom of men but in the power of Gk just need to get the message out there, atttklet
Father worry about who is ready to respond andraem toward His Son.

Psalm 12

It says that this psalm is written by David. Thimiiback over David's life, when do you think he
might have encountered something this devastatiaigtwould have prompted this song?

Vs. 1-2 Because of v. 1, | wonder if this was teatti of Samuel. David was on the run, and
would be for the next 10 years. Saul was free ltgpkiests and do whatever was necessary to
instill fear in the people, in order to keep theven.

Vs. 3-4 | think that the lying and flattery wasSaul's government, promoting Saul and
justifying hunting David.

Vs. 5-6 Since this isn't talking about God refinungy what is the point of what this verse says? It
seems that because God's Word is holy, it canilotffthe poor are oppressed, there will
definitely be action, somehow, sometime, againsiojpressor. God's Word can't fail.

Vs. 7-8 Can you imagine singing this in a worslep/ece? Maybe it had a catchy melody. Since
it was used in worship, what exactly is this psakalting and why would this be something
important to remember in worship?

Proverbs 19:13-14

It is hard to see the connection in all of thist bsay "amen" to the last one. It's hard to know
where stuff comes from...a foolish child, a bittefayinherited wealth or talent. Sometimes you
can find a cause, but sometimes it seems likpigtsthere. But you know for sure, that if you
have a good wife, you have been blessed by GodnAme

JULY 17
1 Chronicles 24:1-26:11

When the question is asked about David being aaftan God's own heart, it gets kind of
muddled by the catastrophe of his acts with Batbal@d Uriah, and the fallout within his
family and among his friends. Ezra knew this waseaorded in 2 Samuel. Here, Ezra is
showing the David who recovered from these losedssarved God with all he was until he
died. What we see here is the deep heart of paséidavid, visible in the spiritual leadership he
took in Israel. This is what showed David was a rafier God's own heart. Thank you, Ezra.

These chapters are easy to "organize," thankstedhors who made the chapter divisions.
1 Chronicles 24

Vs. 1-6 This is the organization of the two chifnilies of the priests. Notice in v. 3 that David
himself took the leadership to organize the prigstgice also in v. 4 that Ithamar had fewer
people. This was thanks to King Saul and Doeg $iauing all the priests and their families at
Nob in 1 Samuel 22:18. This was also because ofsGoedgment on Eli and his sons back in 1
Samuel 2-4.

49
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




Vs. 7-21 David organized the priests into 24 dosns, meaning they would only serve about two
weeks a year. Notice the division of Abijah in Q. In the future, ending the 400 silent years
that came after Malachi, we will meet someone fagrialLuke 1:5 who belongs to this division.

Vs. 20-31 These Levites were to help the priesteentemple service and were selected by lots
and paired with the different divisions.

Did you know David did all of this?
1 Chronicles 25

Vs. 1-8 David, a singer and musician himself, elsedt spiritual leadership in organizing the
singers. Notice in v. 1 that David and the chidfhis servants did this selection. In the German,

it says it was the army commanders. It gives tlea ithat the singers may also have accompanied
the army into battle. Jehoshaphat brought the ssnge& battle with him.

V. 5 Notice that this guy, Heman, was blessed bg &gerform his service. This was the first
family gospel band.

V. 6 Notice that three of these guys were direatigwerable to David.

V. 7 Also, there was training and schooling forgang and playing.

Vs. 9-31 Again there were 24 divisions of singersnatch the 24 divisions of priests.
1 Chronicles 26:1-11

We don't see David's name until v. 27 (tomorrowthasresponsible party in organizing these
"gatekeepers.” Now it isn't exactly clear what thléy; but it seems that they also helped in the
worship and music. It is possible that the gatekesprganized groups of pilgrims who were
arriving for the feasts. They would have led thgseple in cleansing, worship and singing. In
Nehemiah the gatekeepers were also singers, apdvilre associated with the worship. You
wouldn't want a singer to guard the gate. You'dtveasoldier. These guys must have met people
and used their gifts in worship to bring these pedp a place of spiritual and physical readiness.
Just a suggestion.

V. 4 Notice the name of Obed-edom. His was thelfathat hosted the ark of the covenant after
David's first attempt to bring it to Jerusalemédil Obed-edom's house was blessed, but in 2
Samuel 6:11 we never heard how he was blessed.Bioavtells us. Look at vs. 4-8. Not only

did God bless his land and crops, but his famip @rew from sons to grandsons; and they were
all blessed by God for the service of worship irudalem.

We haven't finished finding out how much David argad, but Ezra's point is clear. A leader
makes it his personal passion to lead the peopdmship. He himself worships, but he also
takes the responsibility to make sure things aréavganized and prepared for the people of
God. This would be Ezra's message to those whonedlifrom exile and thought they were
leaders of the people.

As disciples who make disciples, our service terghs to prepare them in following Christ and
making disciples. They say that leadership andipasse "caught" not taught. Love and passion
have to be in us, for it to be passed on to otlferd.we need to be intentional in leading others
to be disciples who love Christ and make discipd® make disciples.

Romans 4:1-12

Up to this point, Paul has done some heavy dutyldlgy and has really messed with the
thinking of the Jews. Now it's time for an illudtcan: Abraham.
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Vs. 1-5 In the ESV there is a note tlgained bycan be rendered as "about.” | think "about" is
accurate. Paul is saying something like, "For eXamet's take a look at Abraham."” This point
about Abraham is clear. Abraham became righteodaithy; not by works or religion.

Vs. 6-8 Righteousness by faith and grace was apsotaof David's experience. David was
regarded as an inspired prophet. Here he sayfotigateness and righteousness are possible
without the law. But more than that, David was sgdrom death for the crimes he committed
by God's mercy. According to the law, David shduwdde died. Apart from the law there was a
way that God could righteously forgive David.

Vs, 9-12 This part of the argument is fairly easyihderstand. I'll bet this had the same effect on
Paul's readers as it did on Paul himself whenrsediscovered this. What a great argument and
truth. If you look at this section in Genesis 138.-it is pretty stunning to think that Abe had

this kind of faith, especially when you remembeatthe had to wait 25 years to see the promise,
in the form of Isaac.

Paul is still making a distinction between Jews &eahtiles, but he ties them together by saying
that both are saved by the faith of Abraham.

Psalm 13

Back at the beginning of the year when we firstréns psalm, we hadn't read about David
running for a decade from Saul. David was defigitalthe "pits" when he wrote this. Those
were long years of living in the hills and on tl.r

Vs. 1-2 How many times do&®w longappear, and what is the subject of each questiense

2 is a verse you wish you never had to identiffynwtut in following Christ as a disciple, it is a
certainty. It is hard to live day after day, takicmunsel in your soul, not hearing from the Lord,
seeing no clear leading or deliverance. Day aftgt ckalizing that the Lord is keeping you safe,
but you're always carrying a weight of sorrowslaikind of "weight" training that every disciple
must go through.

Vs. 3-4 As David cries out, notitestand note the different fears David had.

Vs. 5-6 David trusted in God&teadfast loveven when he didn't "feel” that love. His heart
would rejoice in spite of his emotions. David, asial, promises to sing the praises of God.

Interestingly, we just read 1 Chronicles 16:41,ckhs toward the end of David's life with those
years of despair and running long behind him. Harands the singers to constantly be
reminding the people in worship, gove thanks to the Lord, for His steadfast loveuzad
forever.The "weight" training left its mark on David's fai Those long years of struggling
taught David the love of God.

Proverbs 19:15-16

V. 15 might just sound like a general life prinepbut next to v. 16 it takes on an added
meaning. Are the commandments just the moral lave®dhe commandments open the door to
the redemptive purpose of God and what's happemnirtgis planet? It seems to me that to drift
through life as a believer gets you into trouble. to

After Paul talks about the armor of God in Ephesi@nhe goes on to say to keep alert with all
perseverance. | was reading this morning Jesusgd#yat,For whoever would save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake thredgospel's will save.ifMark 8:35) Notice

that Jesus also says you have to be willing to yose life for the gospel's sake. For our sake, we
tend to separate Jesus from the gospel: the saoiarthe salvation of men. We love the good
buddy Jesus and we love to sing about Him. Buts)issstill in the business of saving people,
and spreading His gospel is really loving Hidis waysin v. 16 would include the command to

go and preach the gospel. Disciples are discipléisd harvest.
51
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




JULY 18
1 Chronicles 26:12-27:34
1 Chronicles 26:12-32

Vs. 12-19 Again, it is hard to know exactly whae tiiatekeepers did. Since there were sacrifices
always going on, there would constantly be peoptaing to Jerusalem to worship and offer
sacrifices when the tabernacle was there. Alsoetivere the three festivals each year to which
all the men were to come. This would require afatrganization. The gatekeepers were not
guards. Soldiers would have had the responsitgfiyuarding the gates and the city. The job of
the gatekeepers might have been more that of aiggrnand helping in worship and preparation
for worship. Their primary responsibility seemdhve been at the gates of Jerusalem, meeting
the people coming to worship and to offer sacrdficgince Jerusalem wasn't a huge place, and
since wherever the tabernacle was set up it cduidae held all the people at once, there must
have been places around the city where these rdegpetgple in worship, singing and prayer.

Vs. 20-28 Samuel and Saul, but especially Davidiad¢ed huge amounts of precious metals to
the service of the Lord. David literally amassewuistof gold, silver, copper, and iron for the work
on the temple. All of this needed to be kept tratlguarded, and disbursed for payments,
buying supplies and making repairs to the tabeenact later to the temple.

Vs. 29-32 This is the political organization of ®@untry, beginning with the 2.5 tribes on the
west side of the Jordan.

V. 31 Notice that this happened in David's finahiydf not for Ezra and this record of David's
organizing, we would never know this about him.

1 Chronicles 27

This is the summary of David's organization of ogernment. There are lots of little,
interesting things to observe.

Vs. 1-15 This was the standing army. Every momtlea tribe was on duty with their 24,000
men. Notice the name of Jashobeam in v. 2. He wismly of the tribe of Judah, but he was the
chief of the three and took out 800 men all by Hlins one battle.

V. 7 Notice who Asahel was. This means that Da¥dam his organization of the country
immediately after he became the king in Hebrohatbeginning of the civil war with Saul's
followers.

Vs. 16-24 These are the king's chief liaison of§de contact with the heads of every tribe. Of
interest is v. 21 where David appointed Abner's(@dmer was murdered by Joab) to be his
chief officer to the tribe of Benjamin.

V. 24 Ezra makes no mention of Bathsheba, buteéheus is mentioned again a second time. It
might be that the Spirit and Ezra are making atpbiat the glory of Israel is not to be seen in its
numbers, but in its worship of God. This would hieiep the returnees focused on the right
thing and keep them from being discouraged.

Vs. 25-31 These are the chief stewards over Dap&t'sonal property.
Vs. 32-34 These were David's counselors. Of coymenotice Ahithophel.

The question to ask here is what Ezra's purposerecording all of this. Tomorrow David will
inspire the nation and hand off the leadershipdioi@on. But here, we see David the hero and
sweet singer of Israel as a dynamic spiritual leaakganizing the worship of the nation and
laying out the government.
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Again, | think the point Ezra is making has to déhvithe preeminence of David as the king of
promise and as a model to the new leaders leadengeturned nation to honor and glorify God.

As disciples who are to make disciples, modeliregright stuff is important for us too.
Discipleship is "caught.”" We need to show whatetams to follow Christ. Paul says this to the
Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 11:Be imitators of me, as | am of Chrisalso like what someone
said, "Set yourself on fire, and people will coroeriles to watch you burn."

Romans 4:13-5:5
Romans 4:13-25
This is really a great passage on faith. Verse23. 6re worth memorizing.

Vs. 13-15 This is Paul's final argument that Abalddave only been justified by faith. Notice
v. 15. What does that say to you? This will be Wwaliscussing in your cell group. For any Jew
or believer focused on the law, the law causesosirave an allergic reaction to God. Grace and
faith do not have that same effect. Any non-Chaistrying to please God by the law will only
have His wrath to face. Any believer who transfofeath in Christ to a list of “Do’s and

Don'ts,” simply following laws, will enrage the p@wof sin and will miss the grace and love of
God. We'll see this in the first words of the netxapter.

V. 16 This is the pivotal verse here. The commamodanator is faith, not the law. The promise
to Abraham and the promise of redemption is noitéichto the Jews. The faith of Abraham
brought him the righteousness of God before heandsv, so to speak.

Vs. 17-21 Notice the expression of Abraham's faitthe promise. | am always struck when |
read thisput he grew strong in his faith as he gave glorgtal, fully convinced that God was
able to do what He had promisatfhat amazing faith! The strength of Abe's faitimiagnified
by the length of God's silence. But Abe didn't htareh in "an immediate answer,” he had faith
in an amazing God and the promise He had madexda Abraham believed against hdpat

he should become the father of many nations, dmtideen toldWhat a model for us as
disciples and how humbling.

Vs. 22-25 Amen!
Romans 5:1-5

These would also be good verses to memorize. | thisjwould have included 6-11 in today's
reading. It completes the thought that the Spin@t Raul are expressing.

V. 1 This is the only way tbhave peace with God his is the gospel. This peace, as we'll see in a
few verses, is peace as in deliverance from GodithwRemember what Paul just sdftg law
brings wrath Anyone who does not obey the Son shall not $eghut the wrath of God abides

on him.Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; wiiodges not obey the Son shall not

see life, but the wrath of God remains on hitddhn 3:36)

V. 2 This is John 3:16 and Ephesians 1-3 all raitegbther in a few words.

Vs. 3-5 An utterly new life. Not only do we stamdgrace and the prospect of receiving God's
kindness in all eternity, but He changes our livew as we follow in the harvest. This is not a
“perspective” on life, it is the active working Gfod to sanctify us and change us into the image
of His Son. | don't know how often | have been kdlpy this progression from tribulation to
hope. The key element that makes this process iwdhle work of the Holy Spirit pouring the
love of Christ into our hearts. We are never méamécover from our salvation. It is what keeps
us fresh in loving our Lord and living for Him ihe harvest. We follow and obey out of our love
for Christ.
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Notice for the first time, the Holy Spirit is meotied as having a major part in our new lives. His
role will be fully developed in Romans 8. God giwssnew life at salvation. A new creation of
spirit is created within us. The Holy Spirit is givto walk with us, within us, to help, strengthen
and lead us; and He is the guarantee and proafrahberitance until the resurrection. Without
the Holy Spirit within us, even though saved, waildanot stand a chance against the rebellious
nature within us. With Him, all things are possible

Read and re-read these passages in Romans. Thégeadreath of spiritual life. | would
suggest that you memorize these portions to maka thpart of your heart and meditation and
what you pass on to the disciples you make in Hredst.

Psalm 14

V. 1 Notice also that Romans 4:15 says that theblamgs wrath and that Romans 5:1 says that
there is only one way to have peace with God. Bloédf this psalm is in control and doesn't
sense the wrath of God or the fact that he and@eaot on good terms.

V. 2 This psalm speaks to the purpose of God'ac#elt allows the fool to show himself; and it
causes those who love God to seek Him, cryingmttitn and holding tightly to their
knowledge and faith in Him. The Lord will come gouat this all in order. David suffered during
these times, but when he finally saw the deliveeahat he knew God would bring him, David
became that man who led and organized the worghgrael. Because David experienced this,
later, he ordered that there would be perpetualkihgiven in worship and that it would be
continually sung that the steadfast love of thedLemdures forever.

V. 3 Look at Romans 3:10-18 and see if you carthell Paul knew this psalm.

Vs. 4-6 | like the contrast here. It reminds mevbht Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2, that the
unspiritual man doesn't understand the gifts ofSpigit. His ignorance of God is evidence of
God's wrath on him. God's foolish gifts to the gpal man look just like the process in Romans
5 of growing in suffering. Suffering produces erahae, endurance produces character,
character produces hope, and hope doesn't alldw s disappointed because we know the love
of God, which has been poured into our hearts byHbly Spirit who has been given to us. To
learn that God is with us and is our refuge iseagugift.

V. 7 David was longing for this, and it will happesen Jesus returns to Jerusalem and then
gathers His saints to do battle as He establisiestErnal kingdom.

Proverbs 19:17

It is interesting that Jesus commanded His dissipleMatthew 5:42Give to the one who begs
from you, and do not refuse the one who would beifrom youBut the point is not giving to
get a reward from God. If you read that contextlatthew 5, you'll see it has to do with living
as a disciple whose only purpose on this plantet isllow Christ in the harvest, reaching the
lost and making disciples who make disciples. Es®urces God gives us are given for a
purpose. Sometimes we don't know what that purpgoaed then we are nudged by the Spirit to
give to a person or an outreach. This proverb it Jesus' command to be generous to the
poor. We are really giving to the Lord.

JULY 19
1 Chronicles 28-29

We haven't read what is in these two chapters.rié¢orded only here and must have been a part

of other records and documents. My tendency is&d what David said to Solomon and begin

to lament because | know what Solomon will do. Egraying to move the hearts of that

generation returning to Israel after the exilegbyphasizing the words that David spoke to Israel
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and to Solomon. Few of these people remember theefodays of Israel. Many or most of them
had been born in Babylon and know "Israel" onlyshese of what has been handed down to
them. In these chapters Ezra is directing thid fitharge of David to the hearts of these men and
women, who had returned to Jerusalem and to thieayeneration.

As you read these chapters, try to imagine yowaeeof these returnees. Because of David's
heart and love for God, it's easy to be inspireavhbgit he says here.

1 Chronicles 28

Vs. 1-8 After David hastily had Solomon crownedgkin 1 Kings 1, there was another
ceremony recorded here. First Chronicles 29:22icuasfthis. This chapter must have taken
place between 1 Kings 1 and 2. David had beentftithi awakened out of whatever he had
been ailing under and called upon his last stretm#et in motion all that he had been preparing
over the past several years.

Notice that David explains all of what is happenasgGod’s will by virtue of the choices God
Himself made. Notice also how David’s passion tddothe temple became a directive of God.
God chose the builder to be Solomon. That adds @f lperspective to God’s choice and purpose
for Solomon. It also shows that the actions of Agidn Abiathar and Joab (1 Kings 2) to make
one final effort to take the throne from SolomoiteraDavid was gone, was very deserving of
death.

V. 7 is interesting to think about. God promisedwirild establish Solomon’s kingdom or line
of rulers forever if Solomon faithfully followed ¢hLord. Solomon didn’'t and the kingdom of
Israel was divided after his death. Not only tloae of the kings in the line of Solomon,
Jehoiachin, will be told by Jeremiah (Jer. 22:3%) &od that none of his sons will ever sit on
the throne of Israel. Matthew traced Jesus’ gemgaback through Joseph, through Jehoiachin,
through Solomon to David. According to Jeremial8322Jesus couldn’t sit on the throne of
David. But Joseph was Jesus’ legal father, nofpHissical father. Luke traced Jesus’ genealogy
back through Mary to David through David’'s son Nathanother son of Bathsheba. So actually,
neither Jehoiachin nor Solomon is in the physitabd line to Jesus. This means that this
conditional promise to Solomon was made void whalor8on became a worshiper of idols later
in his life. Solomon’s bloodline of kings ended wthe sons of Josiah at the Babylonian
captivity.

V. 8 This charge was to all of Israel, and Solorfaled here. By his own actions, he left the
nation and its next generation damaged by inje¢tiegpoison of idolatry into its veins.

Vs. 9-10 This was a very clear promise and wartongolomon. Solomon did succeed in
building the temple and securing the Lord’s proniesalways dwell in Jerusalem. That would
“stick,” but nothing else did.

Vs. 11-19 Notice that David gave Solomon writteansl and that these plans came from the
Lord. Reading 1 Kings, you would just think this@me from Solomon. It makes Solomon
even more suspect, when he dedicates the templeeapd sayinghat | have builtEzra is
showing that David is the one who had the passotihe temple of God among the people. God
spoke to David and gave him the detailed planshfetemple. It is interesting that God
apparently took as much interest in the buildingheftemple as He did in the design and
building of the tabernacle.

Vs. 20-21 Isn't it interesting how often God taltsneone to be strong and courageous? | have to
admit that all of what we are reading here rediyates David in my estimation. What a guy.

1 Chronicles 29

What an amazing chapter of the Bible.
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Vs. 1-5 Beyond the massive personal investmentdlaad already made, he left the rest of his
personal fortune to the building of the temple. Yoan figure out the weight of all of this. A
talent was 75 pounds and a daric was a fourth oluaice. We are talking tons of precious
metals.

Vs. 6-9 Verse 9 shows that leadership and passemare often caught than taught. The people
were moved with David’s total love and devotiorttie Lord. Again, we are talking tons of
metals here.

Vs. 10-19 These are some of the final words of Bawvid what a testimony they are to his heart
and love for God. It is definitely more inspiring think of these as David's last words than to
think that his last words were to Solomon tellingn to make sure that Joab and Shimei went to
their graves in blood. (See 1 Kings 2.)

Notice that David knew that all things came fromdGso that what they were offering to Him
for the building of the temple was really from Hifrhere is a lot of spiritual insight and maturity
expressed in this prayer.

Vs. 18-19 In my mind, the only prayer that God tamswer is the one that would demand Him
to overpower someone’s will to make them love Himd &llow Him.

Vs. 20-22 David led them in worship; and at the,dadthe second time, they made Solomon
the king.

Vs. 23-25 David probably reigned together with $ubm, as co-regents. Considering David's
health, that probably wasn't a long time. This summary of the effect of this day both before
the people and before the Lord.

Vs. 26-30 Ezra doesn't record anything negativeiabavid except for the census, which
resulted in the finding of the location for the f@m Since the nation had just returned from
exile, they themselves knew enough about sin arat effect it had had on them. Since 2
Samuel has the record of David's mistakes, Ezhosving here that David recovered and
became a model of spiritual leadership and a moddélow God can take a sinful man (or
nation) and restore them to become a blessingtfars.

Good thoughts for us too as disciples. We will sl fall, but knowing these stories and
knowing the incredible grace of our Savior, we getand follow Him in the harvest, reaching
the lost and making disciples who make disciples.

And hooray, you just finished 1 Chronicles.
Romans 5:6-21

In reading a letter like Romans, one reading dbesally do it. Reading Romans once a year in
The One Year Biblés helpful, but you still forget a lot. If you westudying Romans without a
commentary, you would read through it several tigretsing the main arguments and divisions
set in your mind. Then you would work through ursi@nding why Paul goes on from one
thought to the next and how they fit together. Thatlld be more than you'd get from most
commentaries. If you were doing your own study ofifans, you would only go to a
commentary for a particular question or after yad Familiarized yourself with the book so well
that you could talk your way through it, chapterdmapter.

For our purposes here, since it is unlikely that'g@going to go back and study Romans, I'm
going to fill in some detail about where | thinkuP& going with his argument before he gets
there. Hopefully it will be helpful.
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Vs. 6-11 This really belongs to the reading fromtgeday. The love of God has been poured
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Understandihgttiove is what the Holy Spirit helps us to do;
this then is the fuller description of that love.

Notice the reference to being saved from wrathsTiks nicely with v. 11. We can only rejoice
in God, because of what Christ did for us. Manygedave happy “"god thoughts." There will
be no happy meeting with God without the blood bfi§t covering them, having been made a
new spiritual creation in Christ. People mistakaitivarm feelings and imaginations for reality.
At the end of life, without Christ, there is onlyath and judgment, not some jovial bearded old
man smoking a pipe, welcoming us home.

Vs. 12-21 In this section Paul shows what Jesusndidntrast to the way sin has ruined
mankind in relationship to God.

Vs. 12-14 Sin came into the world, into the humaerthrough Adam. It seems that since Adam
was the first man and became maimed and sick sgligit in whatever way the life and spirit of
man is passed on in the reproductive process, enersince Adam has been born with that same
spiritual sickness. Just as bodily defects candssgd on, this spiritual disease called sin has
been passed on causing us to be born spirituadlgl. dehe result of spiritual death is physical
death.

Death is separation. Physical death is the separafithe spirit from the body. Spiritual death is
the separation of the spirit from God. Spirituahtteresults in physical death because the
physical is dependent on us being spiritually caterto God. It's like cutting a flower. The
second it is cut from the root it dies, but it agseto live for a while. The same is true with us.
Because of spiritual separation from God, our hisdyorn sick and dying.

Paul is about to talk about the effects of sinthe.effect of the free gift; but what Paul is
working toward is that this body is joined to thefgl spiritual nature. The physical is not evil,
but this body has been contaminated by this sihiwiis. This body must die or be recreated at
the rapture. There is no cure for the "body of ki&at this life. In salvation, we are given a new
spiritual life (new creation, new nature) that deéh this body along with that old spiritually
sick spiritual nature. It is a class "A" miracla.the resurrection, for those who are saved in
Christ, the newly created spiritual life and natigreut in the resurrection body. The old nature
dies with the old body since it has been judge@hnst. For those who are not saved by Christ,
they too are resurrected with a new body, but baewill be indwelt by that sick, rebellious
nature, and will therefore have to live in separafrom God. At that point, that union becomes
permanent, like the angels, and unable to be cltaige is a very big deal, and really, an
incurable sickness in this body. God does not amhat change the sinful nature. He judges the
old and gives us a new nature in Christ. Sin igiatsal disease and still beyond our
comprehension.

Vs. 15-19 Notice how each verse alternates betweath and life and condemnation and
justification. Verses 15 and 17 are parallel, asdl¥ and 18 are parallel. Verse 19 is an all
inclusive summary of sorts.

Vs. 20-21 is the purpose of God explained in timglonfolding plan of redemption. When we
get to the closing verses of Romans where Pauliotenthemystery that was kept secret for
long agesthis is a part of what he's referring to. Parthef reason the law was given was to
increase the reaction of sin to make it more vésdrld more understandable in its power and
effect. The law causes sin to go nuts and we reonailer God’s judgment. Grace made it
possible to become forgiven and righteous before IBofaith in Christ. The Lord’s
righteousness imparted to us leads to eternal life.

Again, hooray! And this is what we get to shar¢hie harvest. It's the best news in the world!
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Psalm 15

David had been pursued by men who wanted him deeslhad been circulated around the
nation regarding David to justify Saul's bitternessirder and threats. But what made David the
man he was is that he really had only one ambitmbge at the feet of God, in His presence,
before this mercy seat and throne. It must havB#ntid as he thought of wanting to be before
God, that those who were pursuing him couldn't cbefere God because of their hearts. David
had to live away from the tabernacle of God; ye#iile, he lived at God's feet. Those who
pursued David could stand in the tabernacle, kit tlearts were far from God. It isn't "doing"
that makes you acceptable to God,; it is the hdddithh responding to Him. Later David will put
it simply in Psalm 51:17A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will nospise Is it any
wonder that David’s life ambition was to build anfgle so he could be near the Lord?

V. 1 This is the great question, but for most peppl/en in David’s time, it wasn't really the true
desire of their hearts. Most people are fine witd@f He will just leave them alone. Someday
He will.

Vs. 2-5 Now, you could read this as earning Godi®f by doing religious stuff. But it is really
the intent to dwell in God'’s presence and to hdtion. At the heart of obedience to God is love
and faith. Abraham was righteous by faith, andajubve and faith he obeyeWhoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who lovesndéne who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | will love him and manifest myselhim. (John 14:21)

Proverbs 19:18-19

Read this along with Luke 15:11-24, and you'll egis not only a mark of the Father, but a
mark of a disciple of Jesus in the harvest.

JULY 20
2 Chronicles 1-3

Leaving David, Ezra is now showing the people trendeur of the temple. As you read over
these three chapters, it is fairly easy to undedsthe purpose or main subject of each. Enjoy
figuring this out.

Think about the purpose of God and Ezra in writimg. When the returnees came to Jerusalem,
they began the work on the temple immediately;dugt to persecution, they let off the work and
lost interest. These chapters, beginning in 1 Ablesmand continued here, are to motivate the
people to continue building and to treasure haGigd's presence among them. Eventually, Ezra
will show them the point at which God will make iading promise to dwell in Zion and in the
temple that will continue through the Millenniumhat would be an important reason for them to
trust God, rebuild the temple and hold on to GdoNe for that place.

2 Chronicles 1

V. 1 This seems to be the introduction to what veeadbout to see. To Solomon’s credit, he took
up the torch of his father’s passion for the tengsid for God.

Vs. 2-6 The lavishness of offering 1000 burnt affgs on the original altar in the tent made in
the wilderness must have reflected the sinceritydesperate desire in Solomon’s heart to
receive God’s help.

Vs. 7-13 Solomon’s request was humble, sincerepagitly short. The Lord on the other hand
was willing to bless Solomon as a testimony torthgons.

Vs. 14-17 1 think this is meant to show some ofgheatness God allowed Solomon to have.
Ironically, it also showed Solomon’s ignorance dfavGod had said. A king was warned not to
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go to Egypt for horses. Along with this, you caragme that Solomon probably had the best
military force on that side of the world. He colidve built an empire. But rather than that, his
real purpose is seen in chapter 2.

2 Chronicles 2

Vs. 1-10 Solomon poured all of his energy into oigag everything to build the temple (and
his palaces for his massive number of wives). Solumdesire and energy would have become
world news and a relief to all the surrounding oaéi This man was amazingly wise, powerful
and rich. He was a superstar and all he wanted teas build a temple. It would have been
news.

Vs. 11-12 Hiram was not necessarily a believerabse everyone believed in many gods, but he
did publicly pronounce his amazement and testintbay God was blessing Israel and Solomon.

Vs. 13-16 So, Tyre as a nation was now working fiaré&olomon and Israel. The wood was not
only for the certain things in the temple, but ti@nsporting the blocks and probably also for
Solomon’s houses. The temple was made of ston&gjlbat the inside walls were wood panels
overlaid with gold. Plus, there were lots of wo@avings, which, too, were overlaid with gold.

Vs. 17-18 Interestingly, Solomon used the peoplisiafel as overseers and the resident aliens as
forced labor. | wonder if he paid well. One postihought here is that this wasn’t evil forced
labor; it was giving people jobs. With all of higalth, Solomon may have been an employer
who paid well. Many people lived from hand to mob#ck then, and having a good steady job
would have been welcomed.

2 Chronicles 3

Vs. 1-2 Here is where you see that the place wasnvigloriah. This mount is only mentioned
in one other place in the Bible in Genesis 22:2.

There is a diagram, “The Plan of Solomon’s Templefhe Bible Knowledge Commentary-QOT
on p. 500.

Vs. 3-7 This was the main building.

Vs. 8-14 This was the back part of the buildinghasated by the veil, and housing the ark of the
covenant.

Vs. 15-17 These pillars seem to be Solomon’s idaehin means “He establishes,” and Boaz
means “in Him is strength.”

Romans 6

Take your time reading this chapter and write déot® of questions. Make observations and be
honest to admit that if sin is "dead," it sure seqmetty alive in us.

V. 1 When Paul asks these rhetorical questions pitobably because he has heard similar
guestions raised before, most likely by oppondhtmd when Paul does quote an opponent, he
always answers the question immediately.

Vs. 2-4 Paul is saying that at conversion we apgibad by the Spirit into Christ’s death, freeing
us from the law, and the Spirit gives us a newitsgik life. Water baptism is a visual of this
burial and rebirth. I think this is a new thougbt the Romans. Paul is stating it in question
form, but now he will explain what he means. Do ytael" like you have died to sin? | sure
don't. But it is true. You've just got to figuretauhat he and the Spirit mean. Paul is going to
talk about something that took place in realityd &e really won't get to the conclusion of this
thought until Romans 8.

Notice how often death with Christ and resurrectigth Christ are mentioned in vs. 3-11.
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Vs. 5-11 Notice that the “death” to sin’s power léready taken place, and Paul points them to
the hope of the resurrection, which, of coursstilsfuture. The body of death and our old
nature are both still present, but the power dEsasolute control is broken and can be
overcome with the Spirit. The body will just haeelitnp along, decaying as it goes. Now, God
could have solved this problem immediately by tgkis to heaven at conversion. The sin nature
would be gone and the dying body translated intetamal spiritual body. But then, who would
be down here to work in the harvest telling othvenat Jesus did, rescuing the lost and making
disciples. It is no accident that we are still hespecially when you think that the other
alternative would have been quick and easy for &watlfor us. For now the power of sin is
broken, and our hope is in the promised resurnestioen all of this decay will be done away
with. Admittedly too, there is something God watttprove to the principalities and powers
through us. So, the drama continues as God ugespugve them wrong. And even Israel, as a
nation, will rise up in God’s grace and Christ'deeption and stick it to them as Israel reaches
the world during the Tribulation, fulfilling themission and destiny.

Vs. 12-14 The Spirit’s presence in us, along wlid mew spiritual life, enables us to make the
choice to follow God. That choice is important hessmwe still feel the pull of the old nature.

V. 14 This is a key thought. The death to sin tsiaity death to the law, meaning that the effect
of the law on sin, that allergic, rebellious reantishould be gone because we are saved by faith,
not by the law. Being saved by grace through faidans we are dead to the law. We face God’s
love, not law. We respond and follow by being ovaelmed by His love and grace and kindness
in Christ. This is what the Spirit uses. Our obadeis not out of fear but out of gratitude. The
sinful nature, though still alive, has been giviem dleath sentence. Paul will explain this more in
chapter 7.

Vs. 15-23 Read these verses, understanding thatrthe nature has been judged and

neutralized. It can't react to the law, becausargenot under the law. Within us now is a newly
created nature that responds to the love and gfa@ed in Christ. This isn't the full story. We

still struggle with sin, but we still have two chers in Romans to understand what God has done
for us in Christ. One interesting note, as you ré&atb think of these closing words in 1
Corinthians 15The sting of death is sin, and the power of stheslaw. But thanks be to God

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesusi€thr

Notice that it talks about becoming willing slavBg&coming slaves of God and slaves of
righteousness is still what we do in yielding olwree to God. The reality is that now we can do
that. The reality is also that this “slavery” istioptional. In this life, we will always be slaves
something. Now we have the choice and only a famlld/resist the love that has proven itself
by death, to gain our life and freedom.

Vs. 22-23 What a message for those who still dioméw.
Psalm 16

The first verse seems to give an idea of where daus in his life when he wrote this. He was
probably on the run from Saul. He was in the wihdss with people who were gathering to him.
David had nothing to offer them. There was no payinsurance, and no benefits. They didn't
even have TV or computers. David had plenty of mgthActually, that's not true. David had the
Lord. David must have written this on a good dayijrty a good time on the run, where he
understood that the closeness to the Lord wasrlibtte anything he had experienced before.
This is what David learned in hardship. This is vigvid was a man after God's own heart. You
can also sense some of what Paul says above, erhttexte words.

Vs. 1-3 David’s life was reduced down to what hedibtely cherished and had to have, and that
was the Lord. Actually, the thought of “slavery”imsthis verse, since the wokdrd means
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someone who has ownership or control over you. Braesound like joy in being a slave of
God? I think so.

V. 4 So here is the description of those who wéhestaves of the other things, who didn’t even
know they were lost or were slaves.

Vs. 5-6 This sounds like David was yielded to God.

Vs. 7-8 David was following God and seeking His walyis could be like Paul saying that we
need to be led by the Spirit and to yield our memsb@ God’s instructions.

Vs. 9-11 And in all of this, David learned that hige joy was in God. Being yielded to the Lord
brought him deliverance and the kind of confideand joy that only comes from learning to
trust the Lord in very hard circumstances. Thikaitl of sounds like the way Paul ended
Romans 6.

Proverbs 19:20-21
You've got to admit. These two verses are a pecatiplement to Psalm 16 and Romans 6.

The first three lines are all relative and only malkense if the last line is important to us. What i
the purpose of the Lo®dAs disciples that is what we live for. Many dies have been smashed
on the rocks of their plans and expectations. Gmafpose might be a train wreck. It could be a
desert. For Paul and Barnabas it was a heated arguand a parting of the ways. We tend to
listen to advice that pleases us and define wisd®mrhat we are doing. We make our plans and
cast our vision and hope that God will bless thBat.what is God's purpose for us, for our time,
for our work in the harvest? In submission to Hiallowing Christ in the harvest, making
disciples who make disciples, the list of our expgons and ideas gets smaller, and our joy and
contentment with Christ grows. Living life on ealtecomes more about Him and less about us.

JULY 21
2 Chronicles 4:1-6:11

So, if you had been raised in Babylon and someag@ioned the palace of Nebuchadnezzar and
the Hanging Gardens, you could close your eyessaadt. Then your parents or some leader
would come along and mention that you are a JewnThey tell you that this is the most
amazing privilege to belong to God, and you wowtka, but in your mind's eye, you don't have
land and you don't have any "thing" to be proudsafa and the Spirit are painting a picture of
the glory of Jerusalem. The temple was somethirgptproud of. In the past, it was a glorious
and amazing structure. The question was, would lpdmpwilling to leave the comforts and
prosperity of Babylon and Persia and return toel§r@nd for the people who did return, would
they take pride in rebuilding the temple? | thihkttis some of what Ezra and the Spirit are
doing in writing this.

So if you were giving these chapters a name e tiitlgenerally describe their contents, what
would you title them? These are the kinds of Biiledy exercises that teach you how to observe
and to think through what the Lord's purpose igiing you this information. And as you read
through these chapters, make as many observatiahsterest you, speak to you or say
something to you about being a disciple in the ésttv

2 Chronicles 4 (your title here)

Vs. 1-6 You have to admit that this all would hdseked impressive. The altar was 15 ft. high,
and there were steps to get to the top. The sdd bold 17,500 gallons, but according to 1
Kings 7:26 it was not filled to capacity. The exsileould have been awed by all of this.
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Vs. 7-8 These lampstands and tables were in the Plate, the first room in the temple.
Originally there had only been one lampstand aredtahle for the bread of the Presence. For
Solomon to have changed this means that it wasapiplone of those instructions that the Lord
gave to David.

Vs. 9-10 This describes what was placed outsidiednnner court where the sacrifices where
made, and in the outer court where the people gadifer feasts. When Zechariah, the father of
John the Baptist, went in to burn incense at the bbb prayer, the people were in the outer court
praying and he walked through the inner courtyatd the Holy Place.

Vs. 11-18 This tells us who the main craftsmen wet®at they did, and where their foundry was
located. All of this was under Solomon’s personedction.

Vs. 19-22 The emphasis for the exiles here isaliatything was made with the purest gold. It
was glorious and on par with anything they had eeen in Babylon or in Persia.

2 Chronicles 5 (your title here)

V. 1 Not only was the temple finished by Solomout the treasury was filled with such vast
amounts of metals that Israel, at that time, wabaily the richest nation on earth. Again, that
was a sign of God’s blessing and Israel’s glory.

Vs. 2-14 We have already read two different ocaesishen David moved the ark. This was the
fulfillment of David’s dream and passion. It wasjpist having a cool-looking, world-class
temple; but David knew that God dwelt between tiergbim, and David wanted God to dwell
near him in a place of honor. The cover of thevaak gold with two cherubim facing each other.
This was the mercy seat where the blood was sgdrikr the Day of Atonement for the nation.
This was what David wanted. For God to have a hoese him would have been a dream come
true, and it all revolved around the ark of theeamant.

V. 8 Solomon, on David’s direction, made a cherubarving to be above the ark.

V. 12 This is why David had organized these singdtdet David even gave Solomon
instructions on what they were to sing.

V. 14 And the Lord blessed this. If you were amaddite in exile, wondering what was so cool
about belonging to Israel, this would be the reaBatylon had nothing that could compete with
this.

2 Chronicles 6:1-11 (your title here)

What Solomon is going to say here, and God'’s resptmit, is another moment when a defining
event in the plan of redemption took place. God ldl@ow to make this His home on earth.
Although the temple has been destroyed twice dimee, prophetic Scripture assures us that
Jesus will return to Jerusalem and reign in thepteras His palace during the Millennial
Kingdom.

Vs. 1-3 Solomon addressed the Lord, inspired byt\Wwhd just taken place. Just as a slight word
of caution, notice that Solomon udes four places. For some reason, that looks kingkd-
exalting to me.

Vs. 4-9 This is Solomon recounting God’s declaraicegarding Israel, Jerusalem and now the
building of the temple. These would be the promthas Solomon would invoke to secure God’s
eternal promise to Zion and to the temple.

Vs. 10-11 Now Solomon is saying that it has allrbaecomplished, and tomorrow Solomon will
plead for God’s commitment to the city and to thatise.
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uln

There is no “I” in team. Anyway, to this point, yoan see the Spirit and Ezra showing Israel
they should be awed by the grandeur God Himseliggnoto Israel. Tomorrow will blow them
away.

And to think, that what we have in Jesus makethalllook like dust in the wind. We have
become the temple of the Holy Spirit who dwellshivitus. We are not our own; we were bought
with a price; so we are to glorify God in our badl®y bearing much fruit in the harvest and so
proving to be disciples of our Lord.

Romans 7:1-13

Vs. 1-3 This is one of those verses where Paulesdés a specific group within the Roman
church. Although this could daw in general, it is obvious by v. 7 that the LawMidses is
meant. This argument follows the logic of chaptef @eath has occurred so we are no longer
bound to the law as a way to follow God.

Vs. 4-6 This is the explanation of what Paul isisgyabout the law and sin. Verse 5 is really
important to understand what is going on in thisflict. So, what do you understand?

V. 6 is a very key verse in Paul's argument. Th¥ B&ysthe new life of the Spirit think this is
accurate and this "new life" will be explained marehapter 8.

Notice the contrast here. Either you face or fol@ad through the law, or you approach God
through the new life of the Spirit. One way causiesto rage. The other way responds in love to
Christ’s love, and sin doesn’t get enraged. It Inee® powerless.

Vs. 7-12 This is the mechanics of how the sickwatisin us works. This is why it is important
to live in the new life of following the Spirit ithe Word and in the love of Christ. Even as
Christians, if following God becomes too law- ornk®-oriented, it enrages the sin within us.

V. 9 is where we get the teaching on the age ddau@bility. This is a very important verse.
Before a person can morally understand right omgrohey are "alive.” The sickness of sin can
still be seen in a child, but sin as a volitiomahelling and damning condition is dormant. But
when the "commandment comes," that is, at whatagerfor that person they become morally
accountable and "know" good and evil (so to spesk)awakens in them to rebel against God,
and they are immediately judged and "die." A chiligiht do stuff that is angry and sinful, but
until they cross the line to moral understandihgg just the baloney kids do. Once they cross
that line, if it is at 4 or 5 or 6, they stand lref@od accountable to the law and the sin within
them reacts to that moral accountability to God.

V. 13 Paul has actually said this a couple of tinhe8:20, Paul said;or by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, sinbeough the law comes knowledge of éimong
other things, the law was given, like a blood tesshow us that we have a disease. We may
rationalize and explain away our problem, but &li®know that there is something wrong with
us. The law acts as a mirror, showing us our caibut you can’t wash your dirty face with a
mirror. You'll cut your face. You need soap, orar case, the blood of Christ.

Every person who does not know Christ (being sdyedim) stands before God under the law.
Facing God through the law causes sin to go nudgligciples, how do we face God? It needs to
be through the love of Christ and the grace of God.

Psalm 17

We've read this before. What do you observe henan read of David's life? What are some
common themes that should be important to us agtks?

Vs. 1-5 When David regained his balance after élae &nd injustice of being hunted by Saul,
David saved Saul’s life twice. David could havetifiesd killing Saul, even saying that God had
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put Saul in David’'s hand. Yet David honored God seesisted the words of his men in sparing
Saul. David was tested and passed.

Vs. 6-9 On this basis David cries for deliverar@ed was his only refuge. It is of course
interesting that David wanted to build an actualdefor God in which David must have
imagined taking quiet refuge in His presence.

V. 8 apple of your eye eyeball.

Vs. 10-12 This is in contrast to the pity David sledl to Saul. Notice that as David is asking for
God'’s protection, he saysr andus. There isn’'t a “we” in team either, but David wagaking

as a shepherd of the weak who were around himavidhad been caught, they would have
been killed also.

Vs. 13-14a This is David’s cry for God to rouse Heti and judge the arrogant.

Vs. 14b-15 Notice the note you have for the seqmartiof v. 14, “As for your treasured ones,
you fill their womb.” I am always impressed thather than obsess with the problems and with
his enemies, David sought God and meditated oWdigl. | think that is something God is
suggesting to us too.

Notice how this psalm fits well with the versesdvelfrom Proverbs.
Proverbs 19:22-23

Is it me, or did we just have three readings tatiay mentioned God'steadfast love In this
case in Proverbsteadfast lovés learned from God. Amen!

JULY 22
2 Chronicles 6:12-8:10
These are great chapters. We have read all ob#ficse, so | only want to mention a few things.

Keep in mind the purpose of Ezra in writing thi® €buld have told everyone to refer back to 1
Kings where this is recorded, but it is repeatee lier this generation. What is Ezra's purpose?
Here again we have a great king, Solomon, takimmifsg leadership for his people. But more
than that, Ezra seems to be pointing them to Gadimal promises and how that has
undergirded their history, from Abraham, to theabBshing of the Davidic covenant, through
being preserved in the exile, to the return by camdnof Cyrus...all according to the promise
(andsteadfast loveof God. What we are witnessing here today, andtwzra is showing the
people, is that based on the work of David and i8oloin leading the people in making the
temple, God makes an eternal promise to them, higte¢. God heard and honored Solomon's
prayer of dedication. Because of the promise Gokieasmaere (among other promises) Israel is
allowed back into its land.

2 Chronicles 6:12-42

There are many repeated words and ideas here arglisha very clear structure. Take time and
do a lot of underlining and observing. Notice hdten the wordservantis used and notice the
references to God's love.

Vs. 12-17 Notice the references to the promise @ade to David. Solomon builds this plea on
the fact that God had already shown His faithfudntesDavid by saving him. This is very
powerfully expressed, and it is something that &hmake us think about what it means when
God visibly helps us in different situations. Velsécalls on God to confirm His Word to David.
The question is how that promise would be confirnmetthe dedication of the temple.
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Vs. 18-21 Solomon knew that God couldn't dwell imoaise. Verse 20 says that God had already
promised to set His name in that house. God's m®toward the temple was what Solomon was
crying out for God to confirm. In this way it woulbee an additional confirmation of His promise
to David. The plea for future forgiveness is stilforce. Two days before Jesus was killed, he
told the nationFor I tell you, you will not see me again, untilysay, ‘Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lordwhen the Jews finally pray this, there will beleep sense of

repentance and desperation, and God will forgive.

V. 19 Notice the intensity of this prayer. Notitet the faith of those who pray will be
directional, toward the temple and the city.

Vs. 22-39 What are thés andwhen’sthat Solomon mentions? Solomon will get God to
promise to forgive every conceivable situation. M€ this is prophetic, and it will be used and
very important in Daniel 6 and 9.

Vs. 22-23 This is regarding a person sinning agamseighbor and the need for justice in the
land. Here they come into the temple.

Vs. 24-25 If there was a defeat in battle, it shdwas with Joshua in the case of Achan, that
Israel had sinned before the Lord. This is alscedarthe temple, not in any other place.

Vs. 26-27 Drought was an indication of sin andtguithe land. We've seen this with Elijah and
with David and the case of the Gibeonites. In #itigsation the people all over the land were to
pray toward the temple and humble themselves taudgght the way of the Lord.

Vs. 28-31 This deals with individual or nationdliation caused by natural events or by the
oppression of the enemy. Interestingly, this daeseém to be because of sin. It is simply the
people crying out for help, like we have seen Dalodn The Psalms.

Vs. 32-33 This is the most redemptive part of treeyer, referring to an individual or to all
nations. Again, this prayer and pleading is notlse of sin.

Vs. 36-39 For me this is the most interesting pathe prayer. The Spirit must have put it into
the heart of Solomon to extend the prayer to theunistance of being sent into exile. This part
of the prayer was used extensively while they vieexile in Babylon.

Vs. 40-42 This is a great ending to the praydseliins with a request and ends with the appeal
to the promise to David.

2 Chronicles 7

Vs. 1-3 What a way for God to publicly confirm Hiaswer to this prayer. Notice what the
people said in response in v. 3. This was Israedise of God because of David. This might
have been Israel's holiest moment as a nation.

Vs. 4-6 Notice Solomon’s leadership in offeringrifazes.
V. 7 This is Solomon taking the leadership in dirggthe dedication of the inner court.

Vs. 8-10 Here, Solomon is leading this feast oélbgdtion. I'm sure Ezra wanted to show the
returnees the grandeur of the dedication, andthéspassion of the leaders in worshiping God.
This would normally have been the Feast of Boallrectly following the Day of Atonement.
Nothing is said here of the Day of Atonement. Alsom what Nehemiah says, from Joshua to
Nehemiah, this feast was never celebrated by thengaf booths and people living out of
doors, remembering Israel’'s days in the wilderriebswing Moses.

V. 11 Remember the timing here. It took Solomonygéars to build the temple and another 13

to finish his palace and residence. The dedicatfdhe temple would have been after the

temple's completion. God is now speaking to Solgmontthat night, but a night 13 years later. |
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think the point is that Solomon had been on a mis8r God. Now he was done. From this
point on, Solomon could do what he wanted to dad what would that look like? Would he
serve God or would he drift from God? That is whig tis such a crucial point in his life. God
honored Solomon's prayer and devotion, but notfarstolomon’s sake.

Vs. 12-18 God made three promises here. One wasdngise to hear the prayers directed
toward the temple. The second was that God wotlHiisename in the temple forever. The third
was to Solomon regarding his royal lineage.

V. 14 is kind of a famous verse.

V. 16 Notice the eternal nature of this promiseniek in particular, held on to this promise,
which means he had to have read 1 Kings, sincevdis't written until after the exile.

Vs. 19-22 Notice again the warning to Solomon. ksaaly mentioned, Solomon would fail
here. His bloodline of royalty would not extendJ&sus, the ultimate Davidic king. Although
Joseph’s genealogy extends to Solomon, Josephnta8egally” Jesus’ father. Jesus’ birth
mother’s genealogy reached back to David, but giindsiolomon’s older brother Nathan.
Solomon’s disobedience made this promise void.

It is amazing that the Lord said this to Solomogcduse by Solomon’s idolatry (not mentioned
in Chronicles) Solomon would begin the process lddthe people into exile and led to the
destruction of the temple.

2 Chronicles 8:1-10

Vs. 1-8 It's one thing to build buildings and a maior yourself. It is another thing to build
character and build into the hearts of a natiotori@on kept building stuff.

V. 2 Note that Solomon received a gift of citiesnr Hiram. In 1 Kings 9:11-13, Solomon gave
Hiram cities too, but he didn't repay Hiram in kiauad fancy them up. Solomon gave him
raggedy, tired little towns that Hiram called "Kébwvorthless.

Since everybody knew how Solomon fell, it mightheze that Ezra is beginning to use him as
an example of self-absorption in leadership. Asigles our true devotion to following Christ in
the harvest is seen not when it is our job or war@ summer mission trip, but it's seen when
the "mission" is over and we can do anything wetwahis was Solomon's downfall, and why
he never measured up to be the "man after God'sheanrt," that David was. Thankfully, the
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Wa dasert God, but He remains faithful because
He cannot deny Himself.

Romans 7:14-8:8
Romans 7:14-25

Enjoy reading this. This is the clearest statenrettte Bible about the power of sin. This short
section is like a theological "power bar."

Vs. 14-20 The flesh is our old nature which somel®tound in and with this body. This is
why the resurrection is such a great hope fortus.rot just that we will live forever in a body.
It is, as said in Romans 6 and again in Romarisa8 we will be free of this body of death. For
us as believers, the resurrection is our daily hogéhrist, only if we are sick of sin. If we have
the attitude that sin isn't so bad, then the restion is just a carnival ride: thrilling but
unnecessary. We need to grasp the deadliness, @vary day.

Vs. 21-25 The main idea here is that the fight gmesThe new spiritual life of the Spirit allows
us to desire what is right in our heads, but rtasnatch for our old nature. The situation in this
body is wretched. The solution is the help of tp&iSin the next chapter.
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Vs. 23 and 25 express the futility of this battbad from Christ and the Holy Spirit. Jesus gives
us forgiveness. The Holy Spirit creates the newitsial life within us, yet, we can’t do better
without the Holy Spirit’s help to live following Hi. This help is explained in chapter 8, but
chapter 7 ends without hope.

V. 24 is not a dramatic cry from an unbelieversIPaul expressing the depth of his present
fight. If you don't understand how deep the neeglas don't correctly seek the help offered.
That is true everywhere in life, and it is espdgiilie here. As disciples working in the harvest
following Christ, this understanding needs to lahand important to us. We are not just weak;
we are sick and hopeless without the resourcesn@des available to us. The world is filled
with the wreckage of Christian men and women andiages and families and churches. We
have more media than any other generation thatvelked this earth. We have more resources,
yet sin doesn't seem to respond to podcasts ardigsirto traditional or contemporary worship,
to amazing missional vision and positive attituglie is still winning. The fight is the same as it
was in Paul's day, and the answer is the sametragedy is that the answer is right here in the
Word, in these chapters and in the next.

Romans 8:1-8

Vs. 1-3 This is salvation in Christ. This is reperde, turning your back on your sin and turning
to Christ to receive His forgiveness and His debwee. It created a new nature, a new spiritual
life in us. We are no longer responsible to the e are no longer under God's condemnation.
God is satisfied and we are free. But that is mough for now. If God took us to heaven we’'d
be fine, but we are left here for the harvest ardave still weak and need tons of help

Vs. 4-8 Now we follow the Spirit. Before we knew @, we tried to follow a lot of things -
religion, good ideas, etc. Now, we say things liklowing Christ," which is accurate in terms
of following Christ as our Lord into the harvesblish 12:26). Yet in terms of daily guidance in
working in the harvest, the Spirit is the Spirit@frist and we look to His impulses and
guidance. To give credence to John 14-16 and wénaltdhd the Spirit are writing here, it is
really the Spirit that we follow. And, this followg is very intentional. It isn't an accident like
something we instinctively do without thinking. Wave to mindfully and intentionally
surrender our will and willingly be aware of follavg. We have to do it actively, seeking the
Lord, reading His Word, but all the time undersiagdhat it is the Spirit who is given to help us
through this life and lead us against this nathag is still alive within us.

As disciples it is all very simple. We surrender wiil and our feelings and follow the Spirit.

We realize that we have a desperate need and sveviik it. If we were bi-polar, we'd live with

it and take our meds. If we were terminally ill anelatments kept the illness at bay, we'd report
for our transfusions and not pretend somethingeckfit. The difference for us is our hope in our
salvation and the resurrection of Christ. This bsdgrminal; but we will not only live forever
with Christ, it will be in a new body without siwithout sin! And all that makes our mission
following Christ in the harvest more important trewer. We've found the cure for this sickness
and madness.

We haven't quite gotten &l who are led by the Spirit of God are sons ofiGbhat's tomorrow.
What is interesting to me is that the model foldwing the Spirit is actually Jesus. Read John
5:17-24 as Jesus talked to Jews. Jesus' entireargus that He had to do what the Spirit was
showing Him that the Father was doing. | don'tdedi Jesus woke every morning knowing what
would happen; but He lived aware of God's workeng] He was expectantly ready every
moment to follow the lead of the Spirit.
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Psalm 18:1-15

Today's reading is only about one-third of Psalm\i8’ll be in Psalm 18 for three days. The
occasion of this psalm is probably sometime aftavid had become the king of the entire nation
and after victories had been won against the Bhiis. Only then was Israel secure and David at
peace. This psalm is also 2 Samuel 22, placed #tehe end of David's life as his personal
testimony to God's deliverance from all that camairast him. Placing this psalm at the end of 2
Samuel gives it the added significance of alsongekow God rescued David from his family,
friends, himself and Satan.

For me the key verse of this portion is v. 6. lIhag until we have exhausted all of our resources
and ideas and "connections," and have realizedbtiigtGod can help us, that we cry out. This is
what Paul learned in his suffering as he says@o@nthians 12:10for the sake of Christ, then,

| am content with weaknesses, insults, hardshisggutions, and calamities. For when | am
weak, then | am strong.

Vs. 1-3 This is the summation of years of disti@ssd needing God’s help. What a privilege it
must have been to have looked back and to havedideno say these words.

Vs. 4-6 We know of David’s crying out and distrelsst it’s interesting that God heard him in
His temple. Since there wasn't yet a temple, Daitider meant the tabernacle or God’s actual
throne in heaven. Somehow, this all worked intoetigping a passion in David to build a house
for the Lord.

Vs. 7-15 This is God’s response to come rescuedaviseen in David’s mind and expressed
poetically. | wonder if David had this imagery frdmaing in the mountains and seeing storms
sweep across the land.

Proverbs 19:24-25

V. 24 It is easy to put this one off as not appdyia us, but | know that there are some areas in
my life where I'm a workaholic, and some areas wlh'en a sluggard. | think that's true of
everyone.

V. 25 This looks like a challenge to interprettie scoffer the simple one? Or is this saying that
if you strike a scoffer, he doesn't learn becawse & fool at heart; but it's not wasted because th
simple will take notice and learn prudence. Ondtiner hand, if you reprove a man of
understanding, he himself will learn and gain krenigle. | don't know, but I think this might be
the best way to interpret it.

JULY 23
2 Chronicles 8:11-10:19

2 Chronicles 8:11-18

Vs. 11-15 It seems that Ezra is showing the steortit good effect "being spiritual” had on
Solomon. Notice in all of this, it was still thefeft of David’s devotion to the Lord that was
directing people.

V. 11 This isn't quite correcting his mistake foamying Pharaoh’s daughter, but Solomon does
remove her from the city of David. Ezra's peoplerimarried and then in repentance annulled
those marriages.

V. 12 Solomon used to offer on the high places. Mevis only offering in Jerusalem in the
temple.

Notice the two references to the commands of MasdsDavid.
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Vs. 16-18 So, after the "mission” was complete, @igySolomon still need a lot of gold? You
can calculate the tonnage by multiplying the taddnt 75 (1 talent = 75Ibs.). In 2 Chronicles

9:13 notice how much gold Solomon brought in yeaglen after the temple and his palace were
finished.

2 Chronicles 9

Vs. 1-12 The visit of the Queen of Sheba showetiSbtomon and Israel had international
recognition and acclaim. | think Ezra's point irstbtory is stated toward the end. Remember, in
building up the people's identity with the calliogGod, Ezra is trying to show them that there
was a time that the glory of Israel was beyond th&abylon and Persia. Returning to Israel and
to Jerusalem was not a "step down."

Vs. 13-21 This is meant to show the vast and lar@imess of Solomon’s Israel. It would have
been the vacation destination of the world.

Vs. 22-28 These would have been the verses toghergtion of returnees.

Vs. 29-30 Notice that Ezra doesn't say anythingatieg about Solomon. This is the same as his
review of the life of David. Ezra has focused ord@@romises as established in David and in
Solomon's dedication of the temple. The glory cdésis in its God and in His promises. And
there was a time when the glory of Israel excelted of all kings and kingdoms on earth.

2 Chronicles 10
So, what do you see as the key verses in this etfapt

In writing this, Ezra has material to draw fromrt@ely he has what is written in Samuel and
Kings. We know also that there were other documé8ese 1 Chron. 29:29.) Ezra is putting
them together to give this returning people a pmespe on following God that will make them
proud to return and make them watchful to rementebey.

Vs. 1-15 And suddenly all the grandeur and blessiag lost. The history of what had happened
here was already written elsewhere, but writiniké this would show the exiles how quickly

sin can destroy everything. This king didn't obles Lord for sure; but specifically, he didn't
lead the people as David and Solomon had donew&bdrew His blessing, and disaster
followed.

Vs. 16-19 Even in exile, there were probably haelihgs between tribes. Israel had been two
separate kingdoms for hundreds of years. The pedpbewent into exile never knew of a
unified nation. How would they return and achievatthow? Here is the explanation of how
God divided the kingdoms and why. The remedy tardty would be seen in Ezra showing that
if God was obeyed, there was blessing and unity.

Romans 8:9-21

Notice how often the Spirit is being mentioned.sTthhapter is that final link showing the
redeemed how they can live a life of growth andt fie a result of Christ. Since we’ve been left
here to follow in the harvest, we can only grow &edr fruit as we abide in Christ and follow
the Spirit daily.

Vs. 9-11 Paul is affirming that all believers hdezn reborn in the Spirit, and the Spirit is
resident within us. There is no excuse for follogvthe flesh as if the Spirit weren’t there.

Vs. 12-13 Since we owe our sinful nature nothingywhould we obey it? But we owe the Spirit
everything. This is written to believers. So howl wou "die" if you live according to the fle8H
believe this is salvation from damage as in 1 Thyet:16,Keep a close watch on yourself and
on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing will save both yourself and your heardfs

we choose to live by the urgings of the flesh (@drnature woven into this body), not
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intentionally following the Spirit, we can live juas wrecked as everyone else. This gets proven
every day and in every church. If a believer dezimestep in front of a truck, he gets run over
too.

Vs. 14-17 This is the privilege of our relationskopGod. It shouldn’t be duty to follow the
Father who loves us. It should be our desire asdipa. But this is also a choice.

V. 17 There are two things that this vedggsn'tmean. First, itloesn'tmean that a person can
lose their salvation. Seconddibesn't mean that because a person has been saved, lligey fu
share the glory of Christ on earth in the haniéghey are unwilling to suffer with Him. If we
deny Him, He will deny us and withhold the supp#etwould have given our testimony.

There are rewards built into our relationship waithrist that are not automatic or equal with
salvation. Our work on the foundation of Chrisjudged...gold, silver, precious stone, wood,
hay, straw...for example. Also, in the last versésafah 53, it says that Chrishalldivide the
spoil with the strongNot everyone who comes to Christ decides toftivéHim in the harvest;
and therefore, they don't get the personal knovdexfddim here, and they don't get the rewards
from Him there.

Living as a Christian in Rome wasn't easy. In a years, Christians strapped to poles, standing
soaked in basins of oil, would be used to lightditg and those who stood for the name of
Christ would be entertaining the masses as theyidighe coliseum.

V. 18 Paul is moving into another thought. We auiffetruly following Christ in the harvest, but
is it worth it?

Vs. 19-21 We knew this, right? The entire creatstied into our fall. We humans are the center
of creation. Notice that in the creation in Gengie sun, moon, planets and stars were not
created until the fourth day. And notice that tinsre made to serve us. The creation of man was
the reason God created the universe. We didn't ¢mmesome cosmic spore or some alien life
form. How silly.

If we really wanted to save the planet, we wouldalv to Christ. When we who belong to
Christ are resurrected in spiritual bodies, fresinf then the creation will be set free from its
bondage. That will be a day of great celebration.

On this point of suffering, when Roman persecutianght up to Paul, he was deserted by all his
help except Luke. Paul was a needy guy physicllbyice how often Paul, writing from a

Roman dungeon, has to tell a seasoned discipl&iikethy in 2 Timothy to be willing to suffer.

If you're not in the harvest you can hide. To béhimharvest with Christ means that you will
suffer, but that's cool, right? More on that tonoarr

Psalm 18:16-36
Vs. 16-19 are the rescue.

Vs. 20-24 During the time David ran, he drew cltiséhe Lord. His righteousness is shown in
his desire to please God, and when he had the ehawice, he spared Saul. David also showed
fairness to his men in the situation at Ziklag. Gedarded David for his devotion.

Vs. 25-27 It is interesting. David states that @ags in kind. If you've been devoted, that's
good. If you've been evil, that is not so good.

Vs. 28-36 David gave God all the glory for all hasaable to do and for all that was
accomplished through him.

This psalm was written by David, summarizing altled help God gave him during the 10 years
he was chased by Saul and after the 7 years ¢fnawias he reigned over the tribe of Judah.
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After 17 years of uncertainty, fear, depressionaading for God to fulfill the promise of
becoming king when Samuel anointed him, this isi@awdebriefing on all that the Lord had
done for him.

Again regarding suffering, you have to endure thes to be saved from damage and get to the
place of being able to give this kind of testimodgsus said to His disciples in Matthew 10:22,
and you will be hated by all for my name's sake.tBelone who endures to the end will be
saved (from the damage of giving in).

Proverbs 19:26

Who would disagree? | wonder if this violence ahdsing can mean something other than
physical.

JULY 24
2 Chronicles 11-13

Ezra is writing this not just to record historytlbo encourage, humble, strengthen and warn the
new generation of Israelites returning to the lafttere are important lessons here for these
people. And of course, these things are alstien down for our instruction, on whom the erid o
the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who tthiak$ie stands take heed lest he fad.we'll
look for those lessons.

2 Chronicles 11

What lessons do you think Ezra wanted to get acrodss chapter? And what do you think the
Lord is saying to us/you in terms of discipleship?

Vs. 1-4 Rehoboam listened this time.

Vs. 5-12 In a way, all of this fortress building svannecessary. He could have asked the Lord if
this was necessary and the Lord would have told Wimat was beginning to happen was people
were reverting back to the old mottvyeryone did what was right in his own eyes.

Vs. 13-17 The natural reaction of the godly wamtgrate toward Jerusalem and Judah.
Jeroboam was so ungodly that this became thedssbf those people who truly loved the Lord.
At first I'm sure they kept going to Jerusalemhe feasts, but as time went on and the idolatry
spread, people probably gave up their land inheséa and went to live in Judah. By and large,
the people who migrated south were the people whtddrace their tribal lineages under Ezra.

V. 17 seems to have an eeriness about it. Whatemegopaftethree year8

Vs. 18-23 As a result of the people coming to Jugkhoboam was strengthened and blessed
and actually became a decent king, for three years.

V. 21 | read this and think, "He wasn't like hisildedle showed some restraint.”
2 Chronicles 12
This is a chapter of contrast. What would Ezralstgoe here?

Vs. 1-4 Note these words. We'll find Ezra makingi&r comments on almost all of the kings.
Notice that when Rehoboam was strong and establisleeabandoned the Lord. Note how many
Egyptians came against Judah and Jerusalem. B&Klmonicles 11:1, it says that Rehoboam
had gathered 180,000 men just from Benjamin. But, iieecause of Rehoboam’s ungodliness,
the blessing of God was gone and they were weak.

Vs. 5-8They humbled themselvésit still, God punished them severely. I'm sureaBzanted to
make the people see the connection between obedienichblessing, and disobedience and
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punishment. At the time Ezra was writing this, tails exactly what was happening to the first
wave of those who returned from Babylon to Jerusalehey had begun to rebuild the temple,
but gave up because of persecution. Then theydawkof their own lives and forgot the Lord,
and it still wasn't the life they wanted. Read st chapter of Haggai. God sent the prophets
Haggai and Zechariah to motivate the people to .oldeanwhile Ezra was writing this history.
When Ezra finally arrived in Jerusalem, the tempdes completed, but the lives of some of the
people were in shambles. This now is a historyoless1 why a nation gets a case of the
“shambles.”

Vs. 9-12 All that Solomon had gathered was takéris T what happens if a people abandon the
Lord, but in love, God didn’'t abandon the people.

Vs. 13-16 Rehoboam reigned a good long time and'tdimve the Lord at all. Times were good,
so why bother?

V. 14 What is it that God seeks? This would be @indose lessons for Ezra's generation, and
for each of us.

2 Chronicles 13

Now if you want to get a taste for how Ezra isnigy/io make a point about the importance of
following the Lord and of God's promise to Daviduyneed to read 1 Kings 15:1-7. Those seven
vague verses is all the space Abijah gets theigeltough to say that he really wasn't a godly
king, but putting that account together with thi®pwe can see that Ezra is showing God’s
faithfulness to the line of David, while showin@tlGod punishes disobedience.

Vs. 1-20 Abijah began godly, and his short reigrs wderrible judgment of God on Jeroboam.
Look at v. 17. Can you imagine a battle in whiata¢d, the northern kingdom, would lose
500,000 men, in one battle? A half a million meheTesson was that not following the Lord
bites, and God will honor His promise to David.

A covenant of saltpparently meant that the covenant was enduring.
Read these verses (4-12) and look at the wordkdtteputs in Abijah’'s mouth.

Vs. 21-22 So, when did Abijah go bad? | read aiclarbnce that said we are at our weakest
after a victory. That happened to David; and onglei8on had no more "mission," the life of
the wisest man on earth went to heck.

God has given us a mission to keep us strong, ungteength is seen in humbly following Christ
as people who have been brought from death tbétause of the sacrifice of our Savior. As
we've seen in Romans, if not for the grace of Quditae help of the Spirit, sin would ravage us
too.

Romans 8:22-39

Vs. 23-25 All of creation is suffering, waiting ftire close of the age, which has to do with our
redemption. Do we really groan inwardly? We onlytidat if we understand the weight we are
still under because of sin, and the deliveranceisheoming our way, thanks to Christ and the
love of God. We are closest to living in this reation when we are working in the harvest,
seeking to reach the lost, who are under the worb@od because of sin. It is in the harvest that
we are seeking to make disciples who will go beyosidnaking disciples, who make disciples.

V. 24 How does thopeof the resurrection save us? Again, living in adytime society where

everything is pretty easy doesn’t help us here.r€sarrection is ounope Look back to those

early verses of chapter 6. If we don't sense thghwef sin still in us, and if we don't bear this

weight as we follow Christ in the harvest, thenwilt never emotionally experience the hope

and joy of sharing His resurrection. The resurcgctvill only be this nice thing we're told of that
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seems somehow unnecessary. Just beam me up, Sdwtptoper perspective is expressed by
Paul in Philippians 3:7-15.

Vs. 26-27Likewiseseems to mean, "just as He helped us there, tiné&go helps us here." So,
in what other way has the Spirit been helping us’b&ck to the beginning of this chapter. There
is at least one thing mentioned that the Spiritsdoe us and there is at least one other that is
implied. You might find a bunch.

The implication here is that the Spirit is intercgpfor us on a spiritual level. He isn't just
adding something to our words that we're leaving lda's completely communicating to the
Father on His own level, possibly in oppositioroto lives or our prayers. He really knows what
we need.

V. 28 So, why is this verse here, in this spot? ¥ee that the Holy Spirit is praying for us and
then you've got this verse. The way this verse gstsl on the street is that God will eventually
work everything together, including a bowling batl the head from a twenty-story building, to
make you happy. Try to put this verse together witB6. That doesn't sound happy. The RSV
states v. 28 like thidMe know that in everything God works for good witise who love him,
who are called according to his purposdike the tone of this reading better and it bistter to

v. 36. It would seem that in God's love and etepogpose, He uses us for the purpose of His
plan. It might hurt, but we trust His wisdom angilddknowing that He is using us for good. And,
at the same time He is working in us. We don't tavenow how or why He uses us, or to what
purpose in His plan. We only need to know Him ansl lblve and trust Him. The fact that we
even know Him and are saved is part of that purposeworking we don't understand. The final
verses of Romans sag, the only wise God be glory for evermore thro@jtrist JesusWe trust
ourselves to a wise, loving, sovereign God.

Vs. 29-30 I think the order is important here. hiidhink foreknowledge means merit or works
or takes away from the teaching of the depravitsnah.

Vs. 31-39 This is Paul finishing this section ofrfRans with a flourish. These are some of the
greatest verses in the NT and worth memorizing.

V. 32 If you only memorize one verse, do this one.

V. 33 Our justification is not based on our "dolniguit on Christ's doing. So who can bring a
charge against us or condemn us even when weasiingswe are not worthy of salvation, since
we didn't justify ourselves? Satan has been disdimeerms of accusing us before God. God
already justified us by the sacrifice of Christ ahbugh our faith in Him. If Satan or anyone
else has a problem, they need to take it up witth. Go

For us as disciples, these verses give us theaassuthat we can give all we are for Christ. We
are saved and safe and loved, but we are savesbémdnd loved to work as hard as Paul did in
the harvest, inspired by the great love and gosp€hrist. And even if God calls us to His
presence by the violence of some act of a madmarknaew it was allowed by God for the good
working of His plan in the harvest. And for uswibuld introduce us to the presence of Christ.
That's not bad.

Psalm 18:37-50

This is David's conclusion of his "master" psalmitten after 17 years of running, hiding,
fighting and hearing every possible threat an@gjainst him. God worked His purpose and
worked all things for good for David and for Hisvemant people.

Vs. 37-42 In this very brutal, poetic section, Ohign’t boasting, but rather stating that he was
able to do all of this because of God'’s help invargto his prayers.
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Vs. 43-45 This is how God elevated David aftettladise long years of David crying out and
enduring hardship. Compare this to what Isaiah&ys about what God did for David.

Vs. 46-48 And this is David giving God all the maiand the glory for everything.

V. 49 When Paul speaks of the Gentiles being samddjiving glory to God for their salvation,
Paul quotes this verse in Romans 1818] in order that the Gentiles might glorify God fas
mercy. As it is written, “Therefore | will prais®y among the Gentiles, and sing to your name."
Note that the word for “Gentiles” and “nations’tie same word in Greek.

V. 50 Notice that David mentions God®adfast loveThis is something David would have

arranged to have sung in all of Israel's worshigabee it was really what David had learned
from all he went through. | don't know what thisigavould have sounded like, but it would

have probably been pretty uplifting.

Proverbs 19:27-29
Amen, amen and amen!

JULY 25
2 Chronicles 14-16

These three chapters are all about Asa. He wasad kjng who we hardly got to know in 1

Kings 15. As you read these chapters, take cattarik about the time markers that the Spirit is
giving. What we're reading here is both amazingamfll. Asa, like David, is someone you
would want to be like, or name your son after. Yikg David, he fell. What is frightening is that
the kings will all "fall"* differently, and it willook like something we are just as prone to do.
They will have great faith when they are young,\Wwhéen they are older, established, secure and
strong, something will tempt them and they'll giweDavid gave into dishonesty and adultery.
Solomon gave in to stuff, pleasure and finally &ot. So here's your job. Figure out what it was
that shook Asa.

2 Chronicles 14

Vs. 1-8 The mentioning of time and years is the toeynderstanding this section. They are not
here by accident. This is Asa’s first act of deontand it established him as a godly king. Notice
the mention of Asa leading the people to seek Galdnatice that it was God who gave him
peace. You wonder why he spent so much of his grertfying the land when it was God who
was helping him. Ironically, none of Asa’s militasyrengthening would help him regarding the
challenge he was about to face. This is good tgiden

What would you say is the strength of Asa?

Vs. 9-15 No other king ever faced an army this gspite of his military might, it was small
compared to the million men who came against hiet, Xsa's victory came through the Lord,
and Asa had faith to cry out to God.

V. 13 I'll bet it was like Christmas, but the gBbd gave Asa was a Wal-Matrt.
2 Chronicles 15

Again, do you see what God required and what Ada (i¥/s. 2, 12-13) Asa was a great man and
this is what defined his walk with God and his lesthip. I'm sure Ezra wants Israel to see this.

Vs. 1-7 This is God's promise and blessing to Asa responded well because he was a man of
deep faith. Notice that with God’s promise theralg a warning. I'm sure Ezra wanted Israel to
see this too.
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It is sobering to think that in most of the pla€&sd has warned people, they did exactly what He
warned them against. He knew they would fall irmkehThat should have given God’s warnings
an even greater significance.

Vs. 8-15 This is now the second time Asa cleansedand. What is amazing is v. 9. People in
the northern kingdom were drawn by Asa’s devotind by God’s blessing on the land. I'm sure
that this is what God always had in mind. The ggmigple of all lands would be drawn to Israel.

Vs. 16-19 This was Asa’s third cleansing. Noticatth 17 says that Asa was wholly true to the
Lord all of his life. Hold that thought.

V. 19 This note is important, and in order to figwut what happens next, you need to
understand how long Asa had lived in peace andiolgsvithout a fight. How long was it
between fights? Asa had peace for 10 years andhieea was a huge challenge. Then there was
peace until his 35year, meaning that from one challenge to the tiete were 25 years of
peace. The question is, did his faith grow in fhedice or did peace make him weak and sloppy?

2 Chronicles 16

Vs. 1-6 This seems like a shrewd move, but it wasisa was aggravated and threatened. He
didn't seek God. This new threat shook him, ireitelhim and got him mad. He figured out a way
to get even and it was sweet and tricky and it wdrbAnd it was without God.

Vs. 7-9 This is the verdict and it scares me tal iebdecause | can see me doing something like
this. When he was young and the threat was gresat,had outstanding faith and received a great
reward. Now, 25 years later (or 15 if a scribe radag), he reacts in rage and trickery and
doesn't seek God. There are lots of possibilitere las to what motivated him, but the result is
the same.

V. 9 is a famous verse. Who would have guesseahitecas God's judgment on a formerly
faithful king?

Vs. 10-14 Asa got mad at God, took it out on thegppet and hurt some of the godly people, |
presume, who tried to get him to see reason. Aed tor at least two years nothing happened.
God didn’t punish him. Why not? It looks to me li&®d wanted to test Asa's heart. If there
weren't an immediate punishment, would Asa contéite, seek Him? Also, notice the
prophet’s name. You’'ll meet his son in 2 Chronid8s

Vs. 12 is a terrible commentary to Asa's angerstabdbornness. The seeking of God, that had
been the mark and strength of his faith when heywasg, was gone. When he was younger he
had the faith to lead Israel against the largestya@ver named in the OT. But after years of
peace, when he was older, the frustration of alemahcessant irritation drove him to forget
God and make an agreement with the ungodly to pungsenemy.

Now, knowing all of this, what did God and Ezra mdégy saying that Asa remained wholly true
all his days? It seems to me that although Asargat at God, he never went after other gods.
He grew bitter and backslidden, but he never wpesthianyone but Yahweh.

As disciples, regardless of our acts of faith abddience in the past, it is possible, in our
comfort, to suddenly become enraged at somethiradj simd persistent that shreds our faith and
our desire to seek God. | have heard of godly mesaying and doing the most ungodly and
unspiritual things to office clerks and family meen over small, frustrating things. As disciples
we need to keep our hearts before the Lord, aiMalsving and working in the harvest, aware
of what the Spirit is showing us about ourselves.iSalways dangerous. We always need to
submit to God in the unexpected events that plagwend to seek God.
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Romans 9:1-21

So, what is this change of topic all about? Didl®aink, "I'll write eight chapters about
salvation by faith and then eight chapters abomntetbing else?" When you read this section
today, you have to wonder.

It seems to me that all of Romans has to do wighrédlemptive plan of God. Chapters 1-8
describe one purpose of God and one way to satvatid completion in Him. Chapters 9-11
describe one plan of God involving two peoples,J&&s and the church, and how these are
distinct and yet still one plan. God didn't makigst trial and then come up with a better idea.
Chapters 12-16 don't present any problem. Thepraetical chapters dealing with issues in the
Roman church.

Chapters 9-11 expose a misunderstanding in thgthswf some people. How could God begin
the plan of redemption one way and then finish lagotvay? Paul will show it was always one
plan, and that Israel, the nation, will fulfill iteestiny. Chapter 9 presents the biggest problem to
our understanding; because Paul gets in the fatteosé& who are "large of brain" and
argumentative, basically saying to them, "Who are t try to out-think God and tell Him what
He does is unfair?" Remember those words back mdRs 3:4bThat you may be justified in
your words and prevail when you are judg&ahd will come out righteous and fair. In chapter 9
Paul and the Spirit sound hard, but this will softy the end of chapter 11. These arguments
here, though hard to understand at first, are Gads of smoking out the arrogant and telling
them to submit themselves and their understanditigeathings to a wise, sovereign God. That
is the same argument God used on Job and his $riend

Vs. 1-5 Paul will show that God’s plan with the 3egvd not fail in spite of what people thought.
Notice that when he uses the wdelong,it is still the present tense. These things b&lbng to
the Jews.

Vs. 6-13 This is an interesting argument. Wheratr#, | thought, "Yeah, that's right." Abraham
had Ishmael and Isaac had Esau. They were all nésicts of Abraham, but did not belong to
the promise.

V. 13 You have to understand OT history to undesthis. God didn't dislike Esau because he
was hairy or chewed with his mouth open. This hathing to do with "love" in the emotional
sense. Actually the quote is from the first chaptevlialachi. Both nations sinned against God.
Both were taken into exile. Only one nation retakr@uess which one. Why did it return: God
was faithful to His purpose and calling as promigseAbraham. It was all a part of God's eternal
plan of redemption. If you really want to see tinisclose and personal, go back to Genesis and
read about Esau. He was his own raw kind of pefsanGod still blessed Esau. He just wasn't a
man of faith in the promise.

This is not saying that the church and Israel laeesame because of faith. As seen in chapter 4, a
true Jew not only had the blood connection to Aamahbut also had the faith connection to
Abraham.

V. 14 The question here has to do with unfairnessad’s calling and use of people. This is
definitely a deep subject. The immediate subjessEzau and then Pharaoh, but it will extend to
the nation of Israel in a few verses. The only eeewer Paul will give is that a person ought to
trust God and not question His integrity. In essetiuis is the same answer God gave to Job.

Vs. 15-21 This break at v. 21 is unfortunate. Kesgaling to v. 24 to keep the thought together.

Vs. 15-16 What is said here needs to be understtmog) with God’s love and wisdom. There is
no injustice on God’s part, but there might betanre don’t understand.
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Vs. 17-18 Pharaoh hardened his own heart and Gadhithrdened his heart. God used this
arrogant man for His purposes.

Vs. 19-21 The key to understanding what Paul isngglyere, and what balances this argument,
is v. 20. This is exactly what Job did. He questibGod. We know from the book of Job that
many things were going on around Job and behinddéres. God’s answer to Job is simply to
trust His wisdom, and Job shut his mouth and dedl&od righteous.

The thought to keep in mind is that God doesnateranyone just to go to hell, but God can use
those who resist Him for His own ends. We havenoch Scripture telling us that God is good
and doesn't desire anyone to be lost.

I think the way to understand this is by God's komvledge, mentioned in chapter 8. God

knows who will come to Him and who won't. (For ateresting thought on this read John 6:64.)
Once this is known, God has the right to mold ardterand use a person as He wills. We do
something similar. For example, in the past pregideelection, guess who the large prison
population in the US voted for: no one. The guidtsfeit their rights. Why you need those next
verses, 22-24, is to see that God uses these pleoplés purpose and still shows them

incredible patience and kindness, knowing full viledit they will rebel against Him until they

die. That can't be pleasant for a holy, loving Gm8e scorned and spit on by those He made and
is seeking to save.

A final thought: When we come to Christ and becaliseiples, we also give up our rights to
control or to lead our own lives. We live for HimdaHis glory, right? We submit to His purpose
and His will, knowing that He is wise and lovingdaknows what is best. Right? Romans 8:28,
again in the RSWVe know that in everything God works for good witise who love Him, who
are called according to His purpos€he real issue is whether we really believe aust tthat

God is wise, loving and good. If so, then as diesipve can lay it all on the altar as we serve our
Lord in the harvest.

Psalm 19
It's interesting being in Romans and then readirgggsalm.
Vs. 1-3 sound like Romans 1:19-20.

Vs. 4-6 Believe it or not, Paul will quote v. 4Romans 10 to show that the Jews all heard the
Word of God.

Vs. 7-14 Think of these verses in terms of whatl Basaying in Romans 9. Anyone who would
accuse God of being unfair in His dealings withgleaoes not understand God or this time of
harvest.

Proverbs 20:1

To make anything an idol is dangerous. God bring§ pain, and "pruning” into our lives to
show us our need for Him and to make us strongklinm Putting our hope in wine or anything
to "escape and ease the pain or make us forgeipef' ¢s to be led astray. These things, like all
things in submission to God, can be what He desliginem to be. In Lewis' The Lion, The
Witch and the Wardrohavhen Aslan brings the thaw and allows Bacchus Rbman God of
wine) into Narnia, Lucy remarks that if it were riot the presence of Aslan, she'd be afraid of
Bacchus and his girls. The same should be trus.of u

77
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible
Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com




JULY 26
2 Chronicles 17-18

Unlike the writer of 1 & 2 Kings, Ezra is only imessted in the kings of the Davidic line. Today
we get far more information on Jehoshaphat thadid/én 1 Kings. Again, he was an amazing
man of faith, yet one who destroyed everything gibhad he had done. Actually, we will be
reading about the fallout of one amazingly blindidien for the next few days. As you read
these two chapters, learn from the good thingsitheatid then try to understand what it was that
motivated him to make such grave mistakes.

2 Chronicles 17

Vs. 1-6 Notice that the kings are "graded" in teohBavid, that is, of following Yahweh only.
Jehoshaphat sought the Lord and he was courage®altoiving the Lord. I'm certain that one

of the reasons many of the commands of the Lore wet followed is that it was hard, even for
a king, to make the people obey and then to putitlpall the resistance. Joe must have had a
good way with people. He would have been reigniith ts father Asa during the final years of
Asa’s bitterness, and therefore the people wowe l@en looking more and more to Joe. The
fact that everyone brought him gifts and wealthvehthey thought he was a great administrator.
One other note is that because Asa sent so muab wfealth north to bribe the Syrians, it might
have been felt that Jehoshaphat needed it. Itheaksdrd who made Joe rich, not his own
efforts. Keep this in mind.

Vs. 7-9 This was a very wise thing that Jehoshagitoaty ou don't read about any other king
doing this.

Vs. 10-17 Notice that the result of Jehoshaphat#igess was that God brought this fear and
respect. Notice again that God was making Joe senut bringing him wealth. You wonder
then why Jehoshaphat spent so much time buildingeipmight" of Judah. Ironically, it wasn't
the southern kingdom's might that put them in pasition. God honored Jehoshaphat for
honoring Him. | wonder why this was so importanfite. This pride and his military might well
lead to the next event. Almost all of the godlydsrdid something silly when they became
strong.

2 Chronicles 18

Vs. 1-3 Now that Jehoshaphat was strong and honbeedid something that was totally wrong.
Without seeking the Lord, he made a marriage alBamith Ahab. | think he knew God would
have said no. | think God is trying to tell us sonmeg. My only conclusion is that Joe thought
he should work to unite the northern and south@érgdoms. This might have been motivated
out of a good heart, seeing how God had blessedthihwe know for sure that he never asked
God about this. Look ahead at 2 Chronicles 19Hv sad and ironic. Notice that in 2
Chronicles 15:9 it was God’s blessing that broyggdple to King Asa and began to unite the
country.

Ironically, Ahab probably wanted Joe’s help becaafs#oe’s nice shiny army. This is just
speculation, but since Ramoth-gilead had been ditacity of refuge, | wonder if Ahab used
that to give the “righteous” Jehoshaphat a religimason to join together with him.

Vs. 4-11 This is a sad portion. It appears thabskaphat was being wise and godly, but Joe had
already committed himself to helping Ahab. Thesedsare condescendingly foolish at best. If
Joe had asked God if he should even be there, Gattiwave said, "No." Unknown to Joe, he
was under the satanic influence that was bearimgidim Ahab. We see this influence in the

form of this false prophet Zedekiah. We find outhe next section what made Zedekiah so
believable and persuasive.
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Vs. 12-27 This story is rich with lessons. Thesgkihad hardened their hearts to the Lord’s will
and so God was giving them up to the lies they @i hear. | think this principle is still one
God uses today for those who seriously don’t waitisten to Him.

V. 15 How funny. Apparently Micaiah had parrotedraitated the false prophets and Ahab saw
the ridicule. Ahab actually tried to make it lodkd he was the spiritual man always having to
deal with this foolish prophet.

V. 16 Just the change of tone should have giveplpegnose bumps. This is an incredible
portion of the Word.

Vs. 20-22 When we set our hearts to join those areaebelling against God, we put ourselves
under the same satanic influence that is workinthem. In this case, Jehoshaphat was also
falling under the judgment of God on Ahab. Everobethey sought the advice of God, they had
already made up their minds. You and | can dottios You have to wonder what was going
through Joe's mind when he heard this from Micatlhmust have known he was wrong, but
hardened his heart and still didn't back down.

Vs. 23-27 It is hard to imagine a godly man like &lowing this to happen. I'll bet he knew in
his heart of hearts that this was a true proph&af. And he just sat there and watched the
abuse of Micaiah.

Vs. 28-34 What a bummer. Micaiah was right evemgjinothey tried to “trick” God.

V. 31 We see this formula all the time. We cry antl He hears us. Notice that Ahab didn’t cry
out. He is the perfect heroic unbeliever, dyingtubbornness for nothing.

We still have two chapters about Jehoshaphat, dtiaks shown here the mind and heart attitudes
that will bring about tremendous ruin in his faméigd in Israel. I'm sure Ezra was hoping the
returnees would take to heart how serious it wasitoin with the ungodly. As disciples we

have this tremendous faith in us to follow Chn&t, as Paul says in Romans, we have this deep
sin within us that pushes us to ignore God at atymints in our lives. We all have personal
issues within us that are a challenge to our olnediand faith. When some idea or project
tempts us to go forward and not seek God or heaw; e need to stop. These details from the
lives of such great men of faith are recorded lh@ra@o other reason than to warn us to be
careful, as we walk before our Lord in His worke harvest.

Romans 9:22-10:13

The editors who put in the chapter and verse brgaksrally did a great job. Because of the
tight logic of Romans, the editors did an exacthelbe. The chapters in Romans comprise
complete thoughts, so, in the way we're readiingTthe One Year Biblgt is a bit disjointed. |
would recommend paging back or ahead and readthelete chapters.

Romans 9:22-33
Vs. 22-24 Read this as the conclusion of Paulikkihg from yesterday.

Paul is slanting the argument toward those whoabbgeGod's "use” of the disobedient. If God
knows before a person is born that they will redgdinst Him, why even let them live? Yet, God
allows these people to live and enjoy life andadisck and do all sorts of stuff that, if you think
about it, is hard for God to watch. This is thatfeet love of the Father who sends His rain on
the just and unjust. Yet, in His divine wisdom gaver, He also uses them for His glory and
for the purpose of redemption. When it is all sad done, the lost will be lost because of their
choices and their free will to reject God. God gitiee rebellious chances, shows them love and
grace, allows them to live and enjoy life; but irs visdom He uses them for His purpose.
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What we don't see yet is that Paul will say thatl @ousing the disobedience of Israel so that the
Gentiles can be saved. This is just "step one'and'® argument. In chapter 11 he brings it all
together and gets the future nation of Israel sawed

Vs. 25-29 Saul of Tarsus (Paul) was an intenseestuaf Scripture. At his conversion, his world
was shaken. Not only had he been wrong, but heppdsed God, cheered for those who killed
the Messiah and had persecuted, beaten, and had gee murder of many believers in Christ.
After his conversion, Paul disappeared for aborgettyears during his Damascus adventure.
And after he visited Jerusalem, Paul disappearachdgr 10+ years until Barnabas found him
up in Turkey. During those years of silence, Paushinave reexamined the Word, trying to
understand how he and the Jews missed it, and algt®n was now going to the Gentiles.
This passage is evidence (actually all of Romaesidence) of how thoroughly Paul searched
the Scriptures.

Summing up these passages, Paul is showing th&edhgles are now the focus of God'’s plan of
redemption and that a remnant of Israel has beerdsahe fact that Jews could be saved at all
signifies that they are a remnant saved by gradethie time is coming when the nation will turn
to God.

Vs. 30-33 This is Paul's conclusion to this parhisfargument. You say, "What argument?
What's his point?" What is written here is Paudigp As Isaiah and Jesus predicted, the Jews
stumbled over God'’s plan and particularly over 3e3ie next chapter will support this point.
Then chapter 11 will go further and show that irdS@lan of redemption, the complete
fulfillment of the promise of Abraham and the e$tdbment of the believing nation of Israel is
still future. The fulfillment of the promise to Abeg intertwined with the redemption of the
Gentiles. Through Abe’s offspring (Jesus) all nasi¢Gentiles) would be blessed. (Galatians
3:8)

Notice in this that the cornerstone was a persaitlaat those who were to believe in that person
would not be put to shame. The promises to AdamEareg Abe, and David all had to do with a
Son, a Person who would win the redemption of rii&is reminds me too of Isaiah’s

description of the Christ, a root out of dry grouNabt pretty or physically appealing, but He was
the Messiah all the same and He is mighty to save.

Romans 10:1-13

This is a famous portion of the NT because of v839This entire chapter will show that Israel
can only be saved through faith.

Vs. 1-4 The basis of righteousness was always goiihg that promised child. The Jews in
Jesus’ day became lost in following the law andb@ng righteous in their own estimation.
That'’s interesting when you think of the Old Testat since the major problem in most of
Israel’s history was idolatry and living as if Yallwwas just one of many gods. The Judaism of
Jesus’ day was a zeal for God, but without trulgwimg or loving God.

Vs. 5-8 This is very interesting. It would meantthises’ words in Deuteronomy were really

describing following God in faith in the promiseAbraham. This is one of those portions that
show how Paul worked through the OT, looking fdvagon by faith. This is from Moses' final
words to Israel in Deuteronomy 30:11-14. Look &sthOT verses and imagine that the Spirit
was really telling the people that rather thargrelis routine, from the very beginning the law

could only be followed through faith.

Vs. 9-11 These are very famous and important veldatice, it all has to do with a confession,
and the heart and a Person. It isn’t just faitis hlecoming absorbed in a Person. In the OT, it
was faith in the promise to Adam and Eve regardiegchild. It was faith in the seed or
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offspring of Abraham. It was faith in the eternairof David. And all of this “faith” wasn’t
“faith” until it became confession and following.

Vs. 12-13 Think of all the crying out we have réaxin David. Think of all the mentions of
kings who sought God. This is all the Lord has evanted and it is the only way that a person
can be saved. Notice this isn’t belief in a goé supreme being. It is calling upon the God of
Abraham. It is calling upon the God and Fatherwflord Jesus Christ.

The message in the harvest is very simple. God ttheasest.
Psalm 20

You wonder if David wrote this in his early yeassthe king of Israel. There were still battles to
be fought, but David was in Zion (v. 2) and he Haelassurance that God had helped him (v. 6).

David might have written this before a battle wiftle Philistines or one of the armies hired from
the north. But because of the years he had depemdéte Lord during hard and uncertain times,
you know that he was assured now that trustingemtame of the Lord, not armies (think of
Jehoshaphat above), was his strength and salvation.

Vs. 1-5 David understood that victory had to ddwgersonal integrity and devotion to the Lord.
Notice the blessing that David invokes on those fatlow the Lord.

Vs. 6-8 After all of David’s years of running anéiting, he knew he could trust the Lord,
V. 9 Now David was calling for help for the immetiahallenge before him.
Proverbs 20:2-3

We don't really worry about "kings," unless we méasses, police or teachers. Maybe, it would
be good to think of the Lord here. There is a Jeglthy fear of the Lord that keeps us safe, just
like being afraid to put your hand on the stovéoospeed past a cop. Sin needs to be kept in
check, and fear sometimes does the trick.

V. 3 Along with this, I think of what Paul tells fiothy in 2 Timothy 2:23-26;ave nothing to

do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you kndattthey breed quarrel$’And the Lord's
servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyable to teach, patiently enduring evil,
?correcting his opponents with gentleness. God nealygps grant them repentance leading to a
knowledge of the truth%and they may come to their senses and escape li@snare of the

devil, after being captured by him to do his will.

It is good to fear and respect the Lord, and jostitey. It might feel like fun to be right and win
an argument, but Paul tells Timothy what is reatlgtake. And above all, as disciples, we are
the Lord's servants. We are not here in this hateeserve ourselves.

JULY 27
2 Chronicles 19-20
2 Chronicles 19

Vs. 1-3 Itisn't unusual to see God rebuke a korgibing wrong. What makes this interesting is
that Jehoshaphat is rebuked and responds with ityirNbw we'll see two further acts of faith
and obedience that are not mentioned in Kings. dgioiod trying to understand God’s rebuke of
Jehoshaphat. God is not against compassion andimgamut, but the gospel and seeking God
should always stand between us and others. Lockimg with those who hate the Lord is not
the way to win them to Christ.

Note also the name of this prophet. We saw hisggadhrown into jail on July 25th. Joe
responded better than his father Asa had.
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Vs. 4-11 This sort of godly organization is "typlcaf the Davidic kings who loved the Lord.
After the kind of rebuke he received from the Lordy might think Jehoshaphat would try to
"look" repentant. But these acts are very intefiigend sincere, aimed at keeping the heart of
Israel focused on the Lord. This would be imporfantEzra to show the leaders of Israel, that
when rebuked, a godly leader humbles himself argppkevorking to lead the people to the Lord.

Vs. 4-7 This was the civil law.

Vs. 8-11 This is what God had always wanted. Ipulisd cases, the people were to come to the
priests and seek God through the Urim and Thumrtiim.amazing that Jehoshaphat organized
like this.

2 Chronicles 20

This is a very long account of Jehoshaphat's spirleadership. Ezra is showing that the heart of
a leader of Israel should rely on the promises @d.G

Vs. 1-4 What is interesting here is that Jehoshiagdaght the Lord and the Lord only. When he
needed help, he didn't run to the northern kingdomhab's house. Ezra is showing that a leader
should also lead the people in seeking the Lordv Eaould a guy this good go so wrong?

Vs. 5-12 This is very godly leadership by Jehoshapmnd what a great prayer. He focuses the
people on the promise that God made to Abrahantterdthe promise to make the temple the
place of His dwelling. Jehoshaphat knew of Solosiprayer of dedication and God's eternal
promise to hear this kind of prayer. What a modehe people and what a man of faith.

Vs. 13-17 So, the life of the nation is on the lidehoshaphat has prayed his heart out. Suddenly
this guy stands up and says this. Now, Ezra mentiggpedigree, but still, it is just this guy, not
a voice or a cloud out of heaven. The respongeisqptophecy shows great faith.

Vs. 18-19 Jehoshaphat knew that it was the Lordeohthe people in obedience and worship.
This is faith. Notice that Joe had the singers sthres of Korah, ready to give praise to God.

Vs. 20-21 So then, under Jehoshaphat's leadetstyet ready for battle and go out to the
field, and they have a "praise" service. And lodiaithey sing, the "Best of David3ive
thanks to the Lord, for His steadfast love enddioesveris the expression of David's faith that
he commanded to be sung in all the worship of Istaubt that they teach this “strategy” at
West Point or in any military training facility tag.

Vs. 22-23 And "Boom!" the Lord settled the matter them.
Vs. 24-30 You've got to admit that this is an amgzhing and Jehoshaphat led them in it.

V. 25 Notice that like the battle that Asa foughgy were given the spoils by God. The lesson
here for Jehoshaphat is that God can make riclouttfoul allegiances and chasing gold. He can
save without having to waste time amassing a largg. Focusing their energy and endeavor on
the spiritual would have saved many of these kings.

V. 26 Notice, too, that Jehoshaphat finished thienéwith praise to God.

V. 30 Normally this should be a note of blessingf, iow that the Lord has given Jehoshaphat
peace and he doesn't have a mission, what wilbRe d

Vs. 35-37 Actually, we know from Kings, that Jehaghat also joined together with Ahaziah in
a battle and again came under demonic influencat fiine the rebuke came from Elisha.

The lesson | see here is that as disciples, we toemake our following simple by doing what
our Lord desires in the harvest. We don’t need @sror wealth. God can supply what we need.
We don’t need big churches or a “voice.” God gitresse too. God never asked Jehoshaphat to
build a bridge of unity to the northern kingdomiight have been a "noble" desire on
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Jehoshaphat's part, but it appears that he had sthrelemotives too. Being a peacemaker
sounds like a "god" thing, but not if it's not Godlill, and not if it keeps us from honoring Him
in the harvest.

What is interesting in both Asa and Jehoshaphattswhen they were simply honoring God,
God brought them respect, and people from the aortkingdom were convicted and came to
Jerusalem. Jehoshaphat didn't need to join witthAdnanyone from the northern kingdom.
When Jehoshaphat was honoring God, God put thafehrespect of Judah in the hearts of the
surrounding nations. Jehoshaphat never had to wtibd-looking army. When Jehoshaphat
was building into the lives of his people and hamgiGod, he never had to do a joint venture
thing to get gold and wealth. God just dumped hislap.

As disciples, our focus only needs to be on onggtHbving our Lord and following Him in the
harvest. That vision and mission are more than gmo8eeing the lost saved and making
disciples who make disciples is blessing enougth@earth. Paul's life was a living sacrifice to
Christ and he put it like this in 1 Corinthians 3®:Pdo it all for the sake of the gospel, that | may
share with them in its blessings.

Romans 10:14-11:12
Romans 10:14-21

Vs. 14-17 The question that jumps out to me inireathis section is, "What question or
objection was Paul answering?" One other majoerifice between Judaism and Christianity
was that Christians had a mandate and commissibe twut and to be preaching and telling. It
seems here that Paul is showing that sharing thpay@s not only logical and necessary, but is
mentioned in the OT. It was part of the plan oferagtion. We are left here on purpose, to
proclaim the gospel so that people can believe.

V. 17 is another of those famous verses.

Vs. 18-21 | suppose the unspoken objection woulthlelsrael never really had a chance to
hear and understand the message of faith from the O

V. 18 Paul's knowledge of the Word was vast whantink of all the Scripture he quotes and
alludes to. This quote is from Psalm 19:4. Wouldrde great to have such a close walk with
God and such a vast understanding of the Word?

V. 19 This quote will become important in the nelxapter. The church is that foolish nation.

V. 20 Again, from Romans 3, no one seeks for GddasGod takes the initiative in giving
nudges. What happens after “the nudge” is up ténue case of Israel, God had given them
His truth and promises, and they still didn't seihk.

V. 21 This is what we know from reading the OT. {Ba one hand, we'll hear that God gave
them a spirit of stupor; but on the other handdirsgthe OT, we realize that each person and
every king made their own decisions. It isn't tasecthat God "blinded" them, but rather (as in
Rom. 1:18ff) God gave them up to their own desirsih. There came a point when He would
no longer throw pearls before swine. As we'll $&ed will work in mercy to get them ready to
receive truth.

Romans 11:1-12

This is a good chapter to read fully. If you doydu could get caught thinking that the
"remnant” is the only part of Israel that will beved. If you read to 11:25 you'll see that there is
a future redemption for the entire nation of Israel

Vs. 1-6 This is an interesting argument by Paué fdmnant in Elijah's time was a small group

of people in the northern kingdom God kept from singping Baal. After the time of Elijah and
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after this remnant was gone, there were many pteptigo wrote of the nation returning to the
Lord. The remnant was preserved by grace duringradark time for a specific purpose, but it
was in no way taking the place of the nation oeniting the promises of God to the nation of
Israel. The present remnant of which Paul was & gad of which Jewish believers today are a
part, in no way takes the place of this future getien of the nation of Israel who will fulfill
God's promises to it. This remnant is comprisedesiish believers, who with God's help, have
escaped the national blindness and have embraegdvibssiah. And it is all grace and faith,
without works.

Vs. 7-12 This is an unfortunate breaking pointsbidjgest reading the rest of the chapter.

What we find here is the description of God's plimisnt on Israel and His purpose of
redemption for the Gentiles and Jews in that punesit. The hardening of heart, as with
Pharaoh, was in response to their own hardenimgait. If a person rejects God long enough,
God will intensify the blindness to fulfill His owmpurposes. That blinding will be lifted in the
future when God prepares the hearts of the natieadeive His truth. In God’s amazing wisdom
and foreknowledge, He had already planned to uselis sin and rejection of Him to reach
Gentiles. That is where we are now, but you casesé&om how this is written, Paul is
anticipating that the time for the Jews will coriaey are being made jealous by the grace being
given to those outside of Israel.

Psalm 21

This psalm has an evangelistic tone to it as Dprddlaimed the secret of his success. And if
God will do that for David, we can trust Him tooh@t do we trust in as we follow Christ in the
harvest? What can we be sure to receive from Himrskels? Cars? Comforts? Verse 7 says it,
the steadfast love of the Most High.

V. 1 This is David's praise and "boasting" in trerd.

Vs. 2-7 This is the list of things the Lord had ddaor David. In giving David the desire of his
heart, | wonder if David was referring to the afklte covenant coming to Jerusalem so that
David could dwell in the presence of the Lord.

V. 7 David's real confidence was in the Lord and $#eadfast love

Vs. 8-12 In a way, it wasn't just that God was @cting David and removing his enemies. God
was furthering His plan of redemption and punisttimgse who stood against that plan.

V. 13 There is no other person in the Bible who wase committed to giving praise and
testimony to God.

Proverbs 20:4-6
If v. 4 is read with the previous three verses, lgaue a picture of different behaviors.

In v. 5, the man of understanding observes alhisf knows that motives run deep, and he has
the patience and wisdom of the farmer to draw adtwunderstand these people.

Words don't show loyal love, but faithfulness doBsink of God’s love for David. Verse 6
might belong to the proverb for tomorrow which mens integrity and it being passed on to
children.

JULY 28

2 Chronicles 21-23

These are very dark chapters. They are dark nobgeause bad stuff happens, but because all
of this was launched by a godly king, Jehoshagksiou read all of this, think of it as the result
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of his desire to unify Israel by uniting with thoséo didn't love God. Ezra is also including this
history as a lesson to the returned exiles. Noanathat they build in devotion to the Lord, they
can plant the seeds of destruction by becomingdualéy yoked" with the ungodly.

2 Chronicles 21

Vs 1-7 Jehoshaphat had actually made it so thaithes sons would be blessed and honored
with their own cities and wealth. They would novédeen a problem or threat to Jehoram. It
should have been a big happy family. But alas, @h's wife was the daughter of Ahab and
Jezebel through a marriage alliance.

V. 4 When Jehoram was established, he killed dti®brothers. This would have included their
families and anyone who might have had a clainméothrone. This was unprecedented in Israel
and it was fueled by his wife, the daughter of Akald Jezebel, who Jehoshaphat made sure
Jehoram married.

Vs. 8-10 Under Jehoshaphat the Edomites were .aNies they were enemies.

Vs. 11-15 There is possibly a small problem hetté wiis letter being from Elijah. We don't
know when Elijah was taken into heaven, but it @ppé¢hat it was before Elisha was in active
ministry. In 2 Kings 3:13, Elisha spoke with Jehaghat. It may be that a copyist made the
mistake of writing Elijah instead of Elisha. | geem mixed up all the time when | preach. When
we see the original writings, I'm sure this will kessense. Another possibility is that Elijah was
led by the Spirit to write the letter before he walsen.

This sickness sounds like how God took Herod outats 12:23. Whatever it was, it looks like a
nasty, painful way to die; but he deserved its linteresting that God didn't do this to the other
ungodly kings who reigned in Israel, Ahab for exéanpometimes God judges quickly and
sometimes not-so-quickly. But He judges.

Vs. 16-17 And in the middle of this wonderful ilsg the country was weak and was being
terrorized by the neighboring countries.

Vs. 18-20 What a statement against this man. Eweryas happy to see him go. In light of the
fact that he killed his brothers and had a godgndfather and a godly father, he was really a
bad guy. It is interesting that God allowed Jehotameign so long, but made sure he died in
agony.

As a result of all of this, and probably somethiingt Ezra mentioned when he taught this, the
Davidic line was now threatened, not only with udigress, but with extinction. All of
Jehoshaphat's other sons and their families wéeslkand all of Jehoram's kids, but one, were
killed.

2 Chronicles 22

V. 1 The people must have hoped to find a godlgkbut Athaliah, Jezebel's daughter, was still
spewing poison into the land. This now is the sdogeneration diseased by Jehoshaphat's poor
decision.

Vs. 2-9 What's interesting is that Ahaziah wasedllas a part of the judgment against Ahab.
God said that all who were related to Ahab woukl dihaziah was a grandson of Ahab.
Unwittingly, Jehoshaphat had brought his family @m@od's curse on Ahab. Jehu, though not a
real follower of God, knew of Jehoshaphat's godknand therefore respected the burial of
Ahaziah.

Vs. 10-12 This would have meant the extinctionhef line of David, except for the actions of the
godly priest Jehoiada. Jehoshaphat's misled aatiswshave brought the house of David down
to (almost) the last man. Jehoshaphat's sin will extend to three generations.
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2 Chronicles 23

Vs. 1-7 You might wonder why all of this is givansuch detail. Ezra was a priest and leader of
the people, and maybe Jehoiada was his hero. Nkeitg, Ithe importance is that the line of
David was almost extinct and it took great persaoakage by many, especially the priests and
Levites, to protect the line of David and the wofkGod. Notice that Jehoiada gathered the
Levites so that there would be support for follogviBod and for fighting to maintain the line of
David. Both Ezra and Nehemiah fought hard to hhed evites live around Jerusalem to help
teach the people and hold up a godly example fon#tion. When you read Nehemiah, you'll
see that this wasn't easy.

Vs. 8-11 Once the Levites were in place and thelgeaf the city recognized that an heir of
David had been placed on the throne, the tide tliméhe city.

Vs. 12-15 Athaliah apparently thought she had sttgpdhe city.

Vs. 16-21 In the coronation of the king, notice thentions of the Levitical priests and King
David. This was the expression of putting Israelkia order. The promise to Abraham was
manifested in the people learning the Word of Guodi lzeing devoted to Him. David was the
extension of the promise to Abraham; in that, fidavid would come the "Son of David."

The lessons here for those returning from exilelditwe obvious. It is worth giving your life in
order to serve God and His people, leading thethagrway of God's promised blessing. That is a
good lesson for us too, to be making disciplehenharvest who will make disciples.

Romans 11:13-36

As you read this section, it is helpful to think@éntiles and Jews as racial entities being
addressed. Rather than speaking to individuald,iPapeaking to groupings of people. Paul
says here, and will say again in chapter 15, that&s an apostle to that group of people called
Gentiles. So he is talking about a group, not imflials.

V. 13 This is one of those verses that tells yai the Roman church was a mixed church.

Vs. 13-16 The key here is in v. 15, when Paul talksut "their" acceptance. This refers to "the
nation of Israel" during the time when that paréeigroup is on earth and turns their hearts to
Christ. It is not as if the church doesn't "ned@ tedemption of Israel. The working of God
through the church is just one aspect of His plduis has nothing to do with the equality of
believers, Jew or Greek. Israel will still playae. It is the redemption of Israel that will bring
the plan of God for mankind to completion.

Vs. 17-24 Now, as with most illustrations, they makpoint or two, but are not meant to be
carried on to infinity. What is the cultivated atitree? It appears to be Israel or maybe even the
promise to Abraham. The line of the promise fronafdand Eve, through Abraham, through
David was one continuous lineage. The wild oliwtis definitely the Gentiles. According to

this illustration, we Gentiles have been graftdd this promise. Remember that when Jesus was
talking to the Samaritan woman in John 4, He ta@dih a way that was very matter-of-fact, that
salvation is from the Jewkater in Romans 15 Paul will say that the Gentilage become
partakers of Israel's spiritual blessings. Theypamakers, not owners.

V. 22 is a little problematic if you see this adiinduals and not as groups. God has power to
graft the believing Jewish nation into the promi&ed if the Gentiles reject God's salvation,
they will be excluded. On this note, it is intenegtto think that in the Tribulation, the Jews will
comprise the largest missionary force that has weeked at one time on earth. (In the Olivet
Discourse Jesus said the gospel would be preaohatrtations.) If you count up all the
members of all the mission organizations (not chesg today, you won't come up with a total of
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144,000 missionaries. If | understand the dynamidke time of "Jacob's Trouble," the nation of
Israel will turn to Christ, and the Gentile worldlvibe, for the most part, chasing a delusion.

Vs. 25-32 This is the conclusion of chapters 94Xihd it hard to understand how people don't
see a distinction between the church and Israédjrigpthat the promises to Israel will not be
literally fulfilled.

So, which verses seem to put the plan of God tegétin you? How would you explain this to
someone else?

Vs. 33-36 Benedictions are full of theology, andally, every word is intentional. Notice that it
isn't God's power and elective determination thatpaaised here, but rather His wisdom and
knowledge and how unsearchable His judgments &is.\Was God's argument to Job. Paul's
conclusion is that God does all of this righteopalyd though it is so intricate that we could
never understand it, we know and trust that His isaijghteous and good, because we know
Him through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 22:1-18

| was reading this morning how difficult it was fibre disciples to understand that Jesus should
suffer, be treated with contempt, die and on tivel tthay be raised. For them, He had become the
Holy One of God, the Christ, the Son of the Lividgd, the Son of Man. To hear then tisat,

also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at theands,was utterly impossible.

This is a prophetic psalm talking about the suffgiof the Messiah. David's experience mirrored
what was to be felt by Jesus. Read this psalm thahperspective.

Vs. 1-2 If this psalm is what David experiencedhat beginning of his decade of running from
Saul, it makes perfect sense. David had been atbbyt Samuel to be king of Israel. David was
a hero. Everything David did had been blessed by. Saddenly David lost everything.

Vs. 3-5 Here David is remembering the history aferaption and men like Abraham and Moses.
He was now standing with them.

Vs. 6-8 David's reputation was ruined in a niglttisiwas also the experience of Jesus on the
cross. Compare verses 7 & 8 with Matthew 27:39 &H#8&t’s pretty interesting. | wonder later
while hearing Psalm 22 read, if some of these gayd, “Wait, | actually said that.”

Vs. 9-11 David held on to God's calling of him. Jfaith in the promise also made Abraham
strong. Jesus, too, knew that He was the choséndekand anointed Son of God.

Vs. 12-13 This seems to describe the power ofdbe that faced David.

Vs. 14-15 This was the emotional effect on Davit #m sure this mirrors some of what the
Lord experienced in the garden.

Vs. 16-18 We clearly know what happened to the Lbiete, David experienced something
similar. When David ran from Saul he had to leassehiouse and possessions behind. Verse 18
might be how his former friends divided his possessand decided who got the cappuccino
maker.

Proverbs 20:7

If you put this with the verse before, it basicalbys that talk, even Christian talk, is cheap.
Integrity by definition means that everything tperson does is in keeping with his or her
expressed love for God. Reality is seen in actéoid, in our case that means in the harvest.
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JULY 29

2 Chronicles 24-25
2 Chronicles 24

Vs. 1-3 Jehoiada was Joash's uncle and really tbokefor him. Joash only lived to be 47. That
will make sense later. Verse 2 doesn't mean mueh boat it will in a few verses.

Vs. 4-7 So far, so good. Joash looks like a moo.kHe got the Levites and priests working to
repair the temple.

Vs. 8-14 This is all very cool.

V. 14 Twice in this section there is a curious gktall the days of Jehoiaddhis points to
another of those "weaknesses" that we are all pioaad have seen in the church. There are
believers who look good as long as there are otrersnd them. They are kind of like the seed
sown on rocky ground. They pop up and look goodwhen the godly influence leaves them
alone, they have no "root in themselves," no genudtationship with God. Church activities
and even working in the harvest provided them waiffiurpose that was no deeper than the
activity, and they never had "their own" relatioipswith Christ.

Vs. 15-16 This was a great honor. Not only did @oaht Jehoiada a long life and influence, but
he was buried among the kings. Jehoiada was us€ab8yo save the Davidic line. Now there
were surely other people roaming around who caualckttheir lineage back to David. You see
this in the genealogies of Joseph and Mary in theddowing that Jesus' lineage went back to
David two different ways. Still, Jehoiada showedajrcourage and faith in the promise of God
to do what he did. Also, you realize that Jehowda no spring chicken. Humanly speaking, his
goose should have already been cooked beforelthisgan. He was at least in his 90s when the
Lord moved him to save Judah and the line of DaAgla result of God's use and purpose for
him, he lived to be 130. That's older than Moses wiaen he died.

Vs. 17-19 Just the mention of the Asherim gives goudea of how theses princes enticed Joash.
This was very sexual worship. How could you reslisifas immediately more fun than
worshipping Yahweh. The Levites and the Sons ofalkkarere no match to the wild women of
Borneo who served at the Asherim (“groves” or ptaseworship) in the worship of Astarte, the
sensual Canaanite goddess. And being king, whal¢elllhim to stop? Notice that there were
many whom God sent to try to break through to Jo&kh Lord gave him many opportunities.

Vs. 20-22 This is kind of cool that the Sprlbthed ZechariahThe reason why this rebuke went
deeper is that it looks like it was public. Growimg, Zechariah would have been like a big
brother to Joash.

Jesus refers to this murder twice, the last timedothe Wednesday before He died. The fact that
they waited until Zechariah came out of the hoBcpland was walking toward the altar adds a
deeper irony to the ambush of these murderersieioly place Zechariah was standing before
the Lord, interceding for the people. Verse 224sEs commentary on King Joash, the "fake"
believer. This murder would be a foreshadowinghefrmurder of Jesus.

Vs. 23-24 Notice that this judgment didn't comenkgt day. God waited. The more you read
the Bible, the more you see that "waiting" is altreps attribute of God. His waiting causes His
people to grow in faith, and it causes the rebedlito think everything's cool so they keep on
sinning. The result is that God's people get seeolagd write psalms of praise, and the other
guys get a rude awakening. Here, Jerusalem was, tdleearmy was defeated and all these
princes were killed by a small force. It was a vebyious judgment on Jerusalem.
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Vs. 25-27 Notice that Joash wasn't buried in tinebt® of the kings. It is interesting, and
probably just trivia, that the two assassins weth lnlescendants of Lot, children from a
forbidden relationship and an awful heritage.

2 Chronicles 25

This is a very strange story and you only hear ofif in Kings. This is now the great-great
grandson of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat's sin hadeaped into the 4th generation. Read this
and try to figure out what could possibly have bgeimg on in Amaziah's mind. It blows me
away, but actually we saw this with some of thegkinf the north who lived with Elijah and
Elisha. God helped them, but they didn't grow ithfar follow God.

Vs. 1-4 As you read this, except for Ezra's note. i, this guy looks pretty kosher and shows
some genuine faith and obedience.

Vs. 5-13 This entire story will make you scratcluyybead. He obeyed God in not facing Edom
with a large army of mercenaries. God gave hinvtbry, but he showed incredible cruelty to
his prisoners. And then...

Vs. 14-16 What was going on? How did Amaziah vigwitiality? Was it that he had this
victory and thought that he had done this hims@él&te the idols made out of diamond and
incredibly valuable?

V. 16 is a pretty awesome verse. Notice that tplpet stopped arguing with Amaziah.

Vs. 17-24 This is the story we have already sedfings. Now we understand why Amaziah
lost the battle and why he was so arrogant. In fastarrogance shows us what must have been
going on in his heart when he won the battle whi Edomites. He really thought he had won
the battle on his own. God made sure Amaziah whBgbyhumiliated by having the city wall
torn down and the treasures taken.

V. 20 This is Ezra's commentary to the new genamagturning to the land.

Vs. 25-28 It is amazing that God punished Amazmath didn't take him out. Actually, his
ungodliness became a test of the godliness ofebplp; and they took care of him. Maybe this
is also Ezra's encouragement to the people andrieafl Israel not to tolerate an ungodly ruler.

V. 28 He was still honored in burial as a descehdébavid, the line of promise.
Romans 12

Vs. 1-2 One of the challenges in v. 1 is to be abldink through all the past 11 chapters and
understand the impact bappeal to youherefore, brothers, by the mercies of GadHow

would you summarize what Paul and the Spirit hae & such a way as to give you such a
spiritual shot of adrenaline that you would liveupernatural life on earth, submitted to Christ
and submitted to God's purpose of redemption irwitd?

The spiritual "awe" of what Paul has been writiagoing to be used to convince these people to
take command of their lives on earth, so that daywork together as a mixed church,
proclaiming the testimony of God's glory in a lasdrld.

V. 3 Do you detect that Paul is addressing a prolilere? Verses 1-2, then, are to have the
impact of getting them to see their own persormlaes as insignificant in comparison to God's
redemptive mercy, plan and calling.

Vs. 3-8 How do you think having a mixed "Jew-Geagititongregation aggravated the problem
with gifts? God assigns gifts according to His wilbt our background or ethnicity. What do you
see in these verses that gave them a spirituakstageling to help them get along together? It all
began with God.
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Vs. 9-13 How would you title these verses? If Haagt referring back to vs. 1 and 2, it would
sound something like, on the basis of the pasthapters, (insert vs. 1 and 2), and so now let
us..... God is expecting our maturity to rise toléweel of being able to do this in spite of what
goes on around us.

Vs. 14-21 These disciples were to have lived légu3 commanded in the Sermon on the Mount.
The impact of chapters 1-11and the summary of 22xkre supposed to put these people in the
spiritual frame of mind to serve with strength, hlitnand sacrifice.

What Paul is writing here is very similar to whasus told His disciples in the Sermon on the
Mount. If disciples are focused on Christ and tleeknn the harvest, their perspective on
themselves and on life is supposed to lift themvalibemselves and give them a spiritual vision
of how to live in this harvest.

Psalm 22:19-31

This part of the psalm still seems to be "messianidescribing the aftermath of Christ's death
and resurrection. The words here seem like somgtiiitected from Isaiah 53:10-12.

Vs. 19-21 The deliverance has been from the imatiwiolence of men. Notice the "wild life." |
grew up around these kinds of people.

Vs. 22-24 This seems like David is giving testimaoysrael of deliverance and praising God.

Vs. 25-26 This is David's praise to God and comfa#ein God’s blessing on those who follow
Him.

Vs. 27-31 This is the proclamation to the earth there is deliverance in God. This is what we,
as disciples, get to pass on in the harvest.

Proverbs 20:8-10

These all seem a little random. As | read thig firse, | think of what Paul said in 1 Corinthians
2:15,The spiritual person judges all things, but is hafhso be judged by no one.

V. 8 This was God's ideal for a king or a persomwled others. David and Solomon were men
like this, and were renowned for their judgmentsjluheir unconfessed sin and its damage
ruined them.

V. 9 We all have sinned, but that doesn't meanam gudge. Verse 9 is true in that we cannot
saywe have made our hearts pure, but we can say thatrGéid Word, through His Spirit, is
working on our hearts.

V. 10 The judgments, or the stuff that goes insxdining one thing from another, come from
true weights and measures. The one who sets thaghtaszand measures morally, and who sees
the hearts of men, is God. It is on the basis af'Stuth that we can determine right from

wrong and make just judgments, even though we tmasare needy. God's Word gives us the
true "weights and balances."”

JULY 30
2 Chronicles 26-28
2 Chronicles 26

Uzziah is one of the good kings in the line of @AHe is especially well known for his mention
in Isaiah 6:1)n the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Loittirsy upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the tel®. Uzziah reigned for 52 years. His father,
Amaziah, was very unstable and it is suggestedtiiegpeople made Uzziah a co-regent with

him and that father and son reigned together farynyaars. Notice in v. 1 that it doesn't
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mention the death of Amaziah, but rather that g@pfe made Uzziah king "instead of" his
father. It also doesn't explain how long Amazialsaaay, hiding in Lachish.

Uzziah was the only king that an entire generatiad ever known. Fifty-two years was a long
time; and when he died, I'm sure for Isaiah, amdafioof Israel, it was a very discouraging time.

V. 4 Note that Uzziah followed the Lord accordioghe way his father Amaziah had followed
God for the brief time Amaziah followed God. Itigeresting that Ezra doesn't compare Uzziah
to David.

V. 5 Seeking God has been and will remain an ingmbntnark for someone following God.
Notice that Uzziah began to seek God under théniegof Zechariah, the man his grandfather
King Joash had killed. Although it appears thattthee references shouldn't work out, somehow
Zechariah's influence was important in the lifdJakziah. Zechariah's godly example and murder
continues into Jesus' teaching in Matthew 23:35larke 11:51.

Vs. 6-15 This fits into what we should be gettirsgd to. These are Uzziah's acts of faith and
following God. In contrast to some of the otherdanEzra isn't showing any great moment
when Uzziah had to exercise faith. Probably thétfzet he didn't worship other gods is
remarkable enough. He is the first king since Jeapisat who didn’t worship idols.

V. 16 Here is that verse of warninghen he was strongt. would be interesting to go through all
the kings and write down the variations: When hs staong, when he was established, etc.

Vs. 16-23 It appears that for Uzziah the area imfgpwas thinking he should have the privilege

to stand before God without needing a priest. Wasn't just disrespect for the priests and
Levites, it was disrespect for the God who had ik of these instructions. As dirty Harry so
sagely put it, "A man's gotta know his own limitats." The same is true for us in the church and
in the harvest.

What is interesting about this punishment is tised &eper, Uzziah couldn't enter the temple or
the company of God's people. On the other handigblzzould still worship God in spirit, even if
he had to live outside of Jerusalem.

As disciples, it is easy sometimes to disrespextturch or God’s choice in gifting or even
offices like pastor or elder or deacon; but Godoapied these men and designated these offices.
If they are important to the Lord for His harvasgn we need to work with them, not around
them. If a local church isn’t a good fit for usethwe need to find a church that does allow us to
join with them in unity, following Christ in the haest and making disciples, who make
disciples. We can’t give up on church or what Gad planned and ordained. Uzziah didn’t
submit to God’s decision to be served by the Leyigéad he paid a price for it.

2 Chronicles 27

There is not much to say here. Jotham seems toldesarea good, godly king. It is possible that
Jotham was actually leading the country yearsezadince he had to represent his father Uzziah
who was a leper. Notice again, that Ezra does oropare Jotham to David.

V. 2 It is important to note that the people werening out of control. Uzziah had not been a
godly example.

V. 6 is probably the key thought that Ezra wantedrtpress on his readers. It may be that
Jotham was a mediocre king; but by the fact thairdered his ways before the Lord, he became
one of the few kings against whom there is notlmiegative to say.

2 Chronicles 28

This is actually a terrifying story. The Davidiod and all of Judah came within a few words of

extinction. The writer of Kings didn't let us kndtat, but Ezra is making sure those who have
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come out of exile see this. Had it not been fontleeds of Oded in v. 9, and the favorable
reaction of the men of Ephraim in v. 12, it woulave been lights out. Judah was spared only by
the grace of God, just like all of Israel was sparg God's grace during the Babylonian
captivity.

Vs. 1-4 For whatever reason, Ahaz was deeply iresin idolatry. Remember that the idolatry
back then was very sexually motivated. Sex is atgretivator. The fact that he sacrificed his
infants to Molech suggests that Baal worship axdaiéy inspired worship were also in the
picture. You had to do something with those unwaulkgbies that came through Baal and
Asherah worship.

Vs. 5-7 Look at the carnage caused by Ahaz's Kiotice that the defeat and massive amount of
deaths were the result of not just Ahaz, but thendollowing him in this sin. Ezra’s point to

the returnees of Israel would be clear. Leadersegeople to follow and can lead to massive
ruin.

Vs. 8-11 Ahaz was defeated by Syria and then byatadly backslidden northern kingdom.
Thankfully there was this prophet named Oded. imiths obvious that God let things go this far
in order to humble Judah. Otherwise it would haweam the end of Judah as a nation.

Vs. 12-15 This mercy and obedience by Israel wasérand it was a message to Judah. In spite
of all the godly kings they had had, God didn'trgpdudah for allowing one ungodly man to ruin
the nation.

Vs. 16-21 Ahaz had the gift of being unteachaldehg Lord kept using everything he tried
against him.

Vs. 22-27 Ahaz actually became worse. It is intiengghat the Lord didn't take him out; but
again, this would all become a test to the pedpleing the Tribulation it says that the people on
earth will understand that the natural disastezdram God; but rather than turning to God, they
will only get madder at Him and intensify their pecution of His followers. It is the natural way
that the sin within us reveals itself as it redaot&od.

Ezra's point is clear for those he was writingatad for us. It only takes one generation to
destroy everything that past generations have.ftolt us, that is why our focus on Christ, the
harvest, and making disciples, who make discigesoiimportant. A church has lost its focus
when it ceases to see people come to Christ angesgxe raised up who actually win others and
make disciples. Ahaz was obviously sinful and itlolas. In Jesus' generation those who
opposed God were religious. The appearances mangehhut results are the same. Anything
that keeps us from doing the one thing we werehlefé to do, the Great Commission, has to be
put aside until we are following Christ in the hasvand seeing fruit.

Romans 13

Remember that the first 11 chapters have beenddonis God's redemptive purpose on earth.
This chapter is a command of God to His disciphethe harvest. You can almost see how
removed a person is from Christ and from the hatrgshe amount of energy they expend
blaming political parties. It is very interestirgre that this is the Spirit of God writing. At the
end of the chapter He calls all of us to attenttorgut our energy into the harvest.

Vs. 1-7 This section should raise a lot of questjdiut the tone of what the Lord is saying is
pretty simple. I'm sure there were lots of thingénd wrong in Rome and with Nero; but even

in that context, Paul told them to live above hdittand to see God's redemptive mercy and plan.
Another good portion to read with this is 1 Timo@ry-5.

V. 1 One thing I've heard that makes sense iskaire to obey the government, until obeying
is asin.
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V. 6 Isn't this interesting that Paul and the $gjet in the face of those who complain about
paying taxes?

Vs. 8-10 Paul says that our true duty in this dekvest is to love our neighbor. This is also an
interesting way to tell these Christians to adfbstr perspective to the spiritual realities oélif
Not only was loving one’s neighbor a way to fultile law, but it was a very natural way to
begin leading your neighbor to Christ.

Vs. 11-14 | think these are great verses and shoasGerspective on where our eyes should be.
This is also pretty good discipleship stuff.

Psalm 23

We read this psalm earlier in the year before vae mbout David and his life. Reading this
psalm now, do you have a different appreciationsfbat David went through and how this
psalm came to be?

Vs. 1-3 Notice all of the things the Lord doesdasras our Shepherd. This was David’s
experience in the wilderness, running from Saukds hard and there was no big deliverance;
but daily, the Lord showed David faithfulness, dndaliverances and kindnesses.

V. 4 David was under the penalty of death from Slwut David sought the Lord daily and
received His comfort and leading dalily.

V. 5 In the middle of all of this, God blessed Dhaind the community that followed him.
Although these were hard times, I'll bet God mausnt memorable and provided seasons of joy.
God confirmed His anointing and choice of Davididgithe blessings that came during these
hard days.

V. 6 Notice the allusion to God’s mercy (ESV ndtsteadfast love"and David’s passion to

dwell in the presence of the Lord. It's no wondettDavid set his heart to bring the ark into
Jerusalem and to build the temple. This verse miadeethink of what Paul says in Romans 8:31-
32,What then shall we say to these things? If Godrisi$, who can be against us? He who did
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all tvill he not also with him graciously give
us all things?

Proverbs 20:11

The past three verses had something to do withnggdiscerning and measuring. How do you
discern the heart of a child? By his acts. How do ynderstand what is a good or bad action?
By the Word of God.

JULY 31
2 Chronicles 29

Hezekiah is one of the two greatest kings afteriawaled only by Josiah. There are many
parallels between Hezekiah and Josiah. Both seftedtheir fathers almost destroyed Judah.
Both launched incredible revivals. Both held Passethat were so genuine that they are
commented on as going back to the early days aélsBoth kings faced the destruction of
Judah and the people of God. Of the two, Josiadsfdte greatest darkness, but Hezekiah sees
the greatest visible deliverance.

Vs. 1-2 Note that Hezekiah's devotion is compaoedavid's. It is also interesting that although
he reigned 29 years, he still died young. Also,nhigher seems to have been related to
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada. The use of the tsord’ or “daughter” often meant a
descendant, not the literal son or daughter. kthihat Ezra is showing here is why Hezekiah
was so much different than his father.
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Vs. 3-11 Hezekiah opened the house of the Lord idmely. What a great “pep talk” by this
25-year-old king. Along with the motivation was tt@mmand to the Levites to consecrate
themselves for the work in the temple and for Iegdhe people in worship. This entire chapter
displays Hezekiah’s godliness and faith by showiogy he refocused the nation on worshipping
God.

V. 10 Notice that Hezekiah wanted to make a covewéh the Lord. Only he and Josiah did
this. As we have seen, many people of both kingdwaasbeen captured and led out of Israel.
Hezekiah understood he was living in a very dangeemnd important time in Israel. By this
time, the northern kingdom had already fallen teyk® and most of the people had been lost to
deportation and exile. Most of these people woaldehbeen lost to Israel forever, being
absorbed into other peoples with no sense of gexiealogy or heritage. Deportation usually
meant the "extermination" of an ethnic group byimip¢hem with other peoples.

Vs. 12-19 At Hezekiah’'s command, the priests fisisecrated themselves, and then they
consecrated the temple. This was all under thetre of the king.

Vs. 20-24 Once the temple was cleansed, Hezekibthéepriests, Levites and people of
Jerusalem and made sin offerings for everyone ged/#hing, cleansing the sin of the land and
the people. This was all done according to the bafkvioses. Notice too (looking back at v. 2
and looking ahead to the next three verses), thatdDwvas also mentioned as being the model to
follow.

Vs. 25-31 This time of worship was to complete ¢basecration of the temple. It was like a
celebration. Although the priests and Levites dithtvonly the priests and Levites were allowed
to do, these kings, like David and Hezekiah, peaipnvorshiped and led the people in
worshipping God.

Vs. 32-36 Now they were ready to worship. Thisrisrderesting note that the Levites were
more dedicated to the temple worship than the {sri@gho were also Levites, but in the family
line of Aaron. When God saw that the hearts ofkihg and the Levites were set to worship
Him, He allowed them to make exception and to allbe/Levites to participate where there
were too few consecrated priests. Isaiah the ptopag present during all of this and I'm sure
he was consulted frequently.

V. 36 They perceived that this had come from thedL&nd there's more to come!

As disciples, the lesson is to help people comsecto the Lord. Working in the harvest and
making disciples can never become separated fremgmur Lord and being in His Word daily.
To work without loving Him and seeking Him in theoWd creates a work that cannot last. It is a
contradiction that Satan knows he can easily ekploi

Romans 14

So, why would this be a huge issue? In a mixedathitiis very likely that the Jews were the
"weaker" brothers. There was more for them to staroler, coming from the man-made,
restrictive codes of Judaism. As anyone can tell youlture” creates incredible disunity in a
church and it can keep a church from being abtedch lost people. A church with unresolved
internal “cultural” conflicts does not work well the harvest. It doesn’t make healthy disciples,
and it usually becomes a bad testimony in its area.

There appear to be two issues here. One is thabtiservative people in the congregation were
judging the less conservative people. Then thedesservative, more “open,” people were
publicly engaging in their "eating and drinking"tivdut care, not for the strong judgmental
conservatives, but for the weak believers who watdthte their own consciences if they were
to indulge.
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Now, without reading too much of my own experiendth this into these notes, | have a few
observations.

Vs. 1-4 While "despising” and "passing judgmengmdike the same thing, | don't think they
are. Notice that immediately in this chapter theylaeing linked to the attitudes of two different
groups. The despising comes from those who were tapeverything. Passing judgment comes
from the conservative side of things. In most chascthe greatest problem comes from the
conservative side judging that the others are wrbisgally the "open" people really don't care
that the conservative people don't, for examplekdrine. They might just “despise” them by
making fun of their silly scruples and hang-upst 8 conservative people really do care that
the others drink wine and see it as a violatio®aifpture and judgment follows.

Vs. 5-9 Regarding matters of conscience, we neée formly convinced in our own hearts and
live to please the Lord, not others. This is a candi There shouldn't be any judgment toward
one another for what the other prefers.

Vs. 10-12 At this point Paul is saying that allusf must give a personal account of ourselves to
Christ. This is what Paul mentioned about the giler-precious stone-wood-hay-stubble.

Vs. 13-19 Based on our own personal accountaluéfpre the Lord, we are not to judge one
another regarding our preferences, but what abeuveak? The strong are to refrain from their
freedom publicly if it would cause the weak to fialio a trial of conscience.

V. 13 With this challenge in focus, each person tedscus on strengthening others for the
harvest rather than contending about matters adaence. To really understand the issues here,
read 1 Corinthians 8, which is a very clear desiompof a part of the problem faced by believers
in that pagan world. The fact that there were d&®@s coming into Christianity was a problem
too. They had many cultural traditions that couddhield on to, but were not necessary in
following Christ. Some Jews could shed these ti@ustin a moment and dive into the ribs and
bacon; but others, while understanding the freedwene still bound in conscience. Look at 1
Corinthians 6 and 10, and notice how Paul affirrmedom but condemns unbridled freedom,
especially where it was destroying other believers.

Vs. 14-16 While Paul and the Spirit are declarihghéngs being clean, they are also saying that
living as servants of Christ means living to ple@sel and facilitating growth and unity. This is
a very important portion of Scripture, and | think’ll see in chapter 15 that the point of this
unity is to proclaim Christ. It is not to simplywé& peaceably in church. It is to facilitate
proclaiming God with one voice.

V. 17 The focus for each disciple is not to exptess personal liberty or their personal
conservativism, but rather to live in a way beftre Lord that reflects the “rightness” of
following the Lord and experiencing the peace aydlat come from the Spirit.

V. 18 This kind of service is also expressed inctithians 9:19, and it is done for the sake of
the gospel.

V. 19 This sounds like 1 Corinthians 14:26. Thelgdaur interactions is to strengthen and
encourage one another.

Vs. 20-23 God is commanding here that a personskeispgireedom to himself. | think that Paul
and the Spirit are talking about a proud publipldig of freedom. Again, if you look at 1
Corinthians 8 and 10, you can see that the redtiom occurred publiclyfor if anyone sees you
who have knowledge, eating in an idol's tematelif one of the unbelievers invites you to
dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatevsetidefore you without raising any question on
the ground of conscience. But if someone saysua.yoherent in the abuse of freedom is that
the person doing this has lost connection with_bigl and his Lord’s mission on this earth.
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Paul isn't done here. This "command" continues ¢chi@pter 15, where it ends at the unified
testimony in the harvest. Keep in mind that livegh day following God's redemptive purpose
requires us to keep respecting the mercy we hase flgown. This gives us love and humility as
we follow Christ in the harvest and helps us overemur "cultural” preferences. But today we
still have churches fighting over "insider” cultlissues. The strongly conservative hold the
church hostage to maintain strict and outdatediallpreferences citing these verses. Although
they say the harvest is important, they deny what @esires - the lost being reached and
disciples being made. On the other hand, you haeelp making everything so “contemporary,”
that there is hardly any substance to their messadmth cases the lost find it hard to find Jesus
and disciples are not made who can make disciples.

The following verses are for everyone. 1 CorintkilriL9-23For though | am free from all, |
have made myself a servant to all, that | mightmare of then°To the Jews | became as a
Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the |&®&dame as one under the law (though not
being myself under the law) that | might win thosder the law?*To those outside the law |
became as one outside the law (not being outsiléath of God but under the law of Christ)
that | might win those outside the |afTo the weak | became weak, that | might win thekwiea
have become all things to all people, that by abms | might save sonfél do it all for the

sake of the gospel, that | may share with thertsiblessings.

Psalm 24

When you read this, you can see why David's denatiad love for God became the measure of
all things. Many of the songs we sing today in vagrsise words and ideas from the psalms he
wrote. Also, since these are Scripture and givethbySpirit, David was one of those people
who the Spirit used to inspire the worship of I$tzk then, and he still inspires the worship of
the church today.

Vs. 1-2 David establishes that God is God and Kisgy and preference is what we bow to.
V. 3 So then, according to the Lord, who does H@nato approach Him?

V. 4 This is the answer, but this only makes sess&od defines these things in His Word. This
person lives for God according to God’s will, nag bwn desires.

Vs. 5-6 The blessing of the Lord is for all thodeonseek Him and call upon Him.

Vs. 7-10 These verses intensify and add to vs.21 Why should the earth bow? Becatigeis
the King of glory What does that mean? It means He is our SavibPaotector.

Proverbs 20:12

| read this morning where Jesus said to His dissigliDo you not yet perceive or understand?"
We need to spend more time than we do strainingebegs to understand the Word, and to
perceive what the Spirit is doing around us. Arst |ike He gave us eyes and ears, He is willing
to give to those who ask, show to those who sedlogen to those who knock. This should be
the pastime of disciples in the harvest.
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