JULY 11
1 Chronicles11:1-12:18

When you read this history, you should see it aa [Eying to underscore important events for a
generation of Israelites who have never lived el#nd promised to Abraham. Israel was exiled
for 70 years and it was still years before moghefpeople returned. I'm going to be "supposing"
and suggesting, as if | know why Ezra includeditfiermation he did. That is a part of Bible
study, observing what is there and trying to undeis why the Spirit included it and what He
wants us to learn from it. There is first the cant® the original audience to whom this was
written, but there is also an application and pagpdesigned for us.

1 Chronicles 11

Vs. 1-3 This seems to be a high point. All of thieds of Israel went to David after the defeat
and death of Saul (actually it took seven yearsiawds after the death of Ish-bosheth). Notice
that there is nothing mentioned of the conflicteEsn Saul and David. That isn't the point here.
The point is that a beaten Israel was rising ityuagainst its enemies, but it is rising by gragpin
on to the hope that God had given them. They firetknowledged and embraced God's will
and appointment of David. I'm amazed to see tleaeltiers of Israel had all of this information
about God's anointing of David 25 years earlieGaynuel. David still had to run from Saul for
ten years and be the king of Judah for seven ykansg a civil war.

Vs. 4-9 This then is the second important high pdire taking of the city of David, the city of
God. For the returned exiles it would be importantee how Zion was established as the
promised location of God's dwelling place on eafthof this is revolving around David and
God's promise to him.

Vs. 10-47 Finally, the blessing of God on a pedpkeeen in unity, loyalty and courage: People
embracing God's destiny for their lives. Here, tihedtiny is seen in the men that God led to
David, men who knew David was to be the next leadi¢srael, but who came to him when it
wasn't safe or popular to do so. This must have beesncouragement to David, now and then,
to have people coming to him from all of the trileédsrael.

There are some challenges here, if you comparkstha these names to those in Samuel. Ezra
is writing years later, using manuscripts thatyaars old. Not only that, but the Hebrew
language, pronunciation and spellings have charigejine what your native language looked
like 500 years ago. Most English readers woulddwerely challenged if they had to read Old
English from the 1300s. That was Ezra's challenge.

These men would have been folk heroes and thedtaimp-out stories and bed-time stories.
Then, of course, you had all of David's own advesgu

Vs. 10-14 These are David's three mighty men. @mbyof the three are mentioned here. In 2
Samuel 23:8-12 you'll find Shammah listed there2 Bamuel it says 800 men, whereas here it
says 300. Apparently it would have been easy fugraon making a copy to confuse an 8 and a 3
in Hebrew too. I'd go with the 800. This would gashobeam just a little bit under Samson.

Vs. 15-19 Mentioned again is the famous raid ttilesse men made out of love for David.
Although the object is always what they did, Davidsponse is equally famous.

Vs. 20-21 We've seen Abishai before. He wa<cthef of the thirty

Vs. 22-25 Benaiah receives more honor here, | firkause he was a more honorable man than
Joab and his brother. We've seen his character ®@bkmon became king. His loyalty was
proven.



Vs. 26-47 If you're interested, there is a chafiOavid's Mighty Men” on pp. 478-479 of the
Bible Knowledge Commentary-OTWhat is interesting to me is that the situatiothwathsheba
and Uriah is never mentioned in this history. F@attmatter, Absalom's rebellion is left out too.
That wasn't Ezra's purpose in this history. Yethlod those situations were connected. In the
chart mentioned above, while Uriah is mentione@ri&lthe son of Ahithophel is not. | don't
think it means anything, but it is interesting.

1 Chronicles 12:1-18
Notice here when these men came to David and wdpowiere.

Vs. 1-7 Why would Benjaminites coming to David &itlZg be noteworthy? You can figure that
out. And these guys were like the artillery on légsis showed that even while Saul was still
king, there were members of his own tribe who aekadged that God had chosen David.

Vs. 8-15 This group of men from Gad, from the namid the east side of the Jordan, came to
David when he was still in Israel, in the mountasigudah, living in caves. Read what it says
about these guys. They were willing to live in renigh and in danger to be loyal to God's
anointed king. What an amazing blessing. What shthdt have said to the people coming to
rejoin Israel in hardship, leaving behind the cong@f Babylon and Persia? What should all of
this say to us as disciples of Jesus in the ha&héstv good are we at living in hardship to be
loyal to the Son of David? How skilled are our haufr the harvest?

Vs. 16-18 And then there were still others fromftiiilee of Benjamin who came to live with
David in hardship, in caves, in danger, runningrfr®aul, their own countryman and tribesman.

V. 17 You can imagine why David had to give theis tharning.

V. 18 Then we have the words of their leader, irexpby the Spirit. They were of Benjamin, yet
loyal to God and His promise. And David made thdéineaders of his troops. It must have been
a good day for David to see God confirm him likis tihh the middle of his suffering and waiting.

What a fantastic testimony to a new generationeoipte leaving the comfort of Babylon and
their houses and businesses, to return to thepeomdised to Abraham and the city of God. Did |
mention Jerusalem was all in ruins? Do you see &het and the Spirit are doing? We too have
been called to join Christ in the harvest, in thddte of His promise of redemption to the world.
The work is now and it is hard. The party is later.



Acts 28

It is kind of interesting that a few years agohas time, my daughter and her family were on
Malta. They took care about collecting driftwoodf somebody ran into their car. Paul didn't
have to worry about cars.

Vs. 1-6 This is the only instance recorded in Agteere someone is bitten by a snake, and Mark
16:18 comes true,.they will pick up serpents with their hands; ahthey drink any deadly
poison, it will not hurt thenmSo, even in the book of Acts, this wasn't the norm

It is interesting to think of the stuff that therdchad old Julius the centurion put in his report.
This would make very interesting reading in Romeayhbk he retired and wrote a book.
Hopefully he came to Christ. And even here, Godnitatone.

Vs. 7-10 Suddenly Paul was back in the thick aidgsi healing, preaching and teaching. So what
was the difference? It was the will of God. God wasg this now, to get fruit in that field and
to get the report ready for Nero to read in Rome.

V. 10 I like Luke's note here that they liked Psalmuch, that as he left, the islanders brought
Paul Snickers © bars and Coke.

Vs. 11-15 Apparently after three months on Malés tvas a fairly quick trip to Rome.

V. 15 Notice that Paul was not above discouragemeamotional exhaustion. In saying Paul
was encouraged by seeing them, the "them" is refeto the brothers who came from Rome,
not the Three Taverns.

V. 16 Paul is now in Rome, but under house armgainaprobably in a nice rented house. It is
not until 2 Timothy that Paul was in a dank, darkelly Roman dungeon, awaiting death by this
same Nero.

Vs. 17-28 Same old Paul. First he went to the J&a8.can be sure that some of the Jews
believed. We also know from the letter to the Rospdimat there were already thriving churches
there and many believing Jews.

Vs. 30-31 This is where Acts ends. Paul had beedenimouse arrest for two years in Caesarea,
and now he was under house arrest for two fullsyeeRome. The Lord gave him enormous
freedom, as he had in Caesarea, to preach and @achg this time Paul wrote Ephesians,
Colossians, Philemon and Philippians. At the enBhalippians, he sent the believers in Philippi
a special greeting from all the believers who bgézhto Caesar's household. He was bearing
fruit in jail. Paul still hadn't had his trial be®Nero. At this point Nero was a respected anée san
ruler. Luke ends Acts here and sends the manugorifiteophilus. God's plan for Paul was to be
imprisoned and become a person of note to the R@mamunity. Where Paul was jailed, he
was also a great resource to the church, who aaitter to Paul freely. Then there were the
contingents of Roman guards who always had to wRégahl in pairs for eight-hour shifts. This
went on for two years in Caesarea and for two ymaROme. What a distressing assignment,
being locked in a room, sometimes even chainedhegevith Paul. But Paul bore fruit for

Christ even there, and now there were believersvalt Nero's palace. That's what Howard
Hendricks called a "chain reaction."

Both 1 and 2 Timothy occur after Acts. In 1 TimgtRaul and Timothy are flying around
fighting fires and doing damage control in churchemay be that the persecutions under Nero
had begun. It was certain that the internal proklefmvhich Paul had warned the Ephesian
elders (Acts 20) were beginning to become moreabfadlenge and churches were splitting.
Apparently something happened at Ephesus thaafma# its leadership, and one of Timothy's
assignments was to rebuild the church and its lshge Paul was running off to Macedonia
(probably to Corinth and Philippi) to take carebakiness in the churches there. In 2 Timothy,
Paul had been pursued and caught. Apparently Atetathe coppersmith had something to do



with him being arrested. All of the people who &kad with Paul deserted him except Luke. It
must have happened with a lot of violence and sepPaul was in a Roman dungeon. He had
given testimony before Nero and the other Romaiciafé, and Paul judged that his time to be
"graduated” had come. In Paul asking Timothy to edmRome, he was asking him to come
into harm's way. We never hear anything of Timatftgr this, unless Hebrews wasn't written by
Paul and was written later. (Hebrews 13:23)

Tradition indicates that this time of Nero's petgam not only claimed Paul's life but also
Peter's. This would have been about 67 A.D. Nezd @i 68 A.D. Two years later the Romans
would destroy Jerusalem, fulfilling Jesus' judgmefrthe generation that witnessed His words
and works and yet rejected Him as their Messiamit¢ally, the next time Israel will see Jesus,
they will accept Him; but Jerusalem will again lretbe verge of destruction. This morning |
read Jesus sayingor | tell you, you will not see me again, untiuysay, 'Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lor(Matt 23:39) They will call, and then He will comldntil then,
we have a harvest to follow Him into, reaching libst and making disciples who make
disciples.

Psalm 9:1-12

It's interesting to think that these songs weregsarworship. | could imagine David writing this
after the group from Benjamin came to him in th&denness, and through the Spirit pledged
their loyalty and affirmed God's blessing on David.

Vs. 1-2 In spite of his troubles and waiting on tleed, David proved that it was still possible to
praise Him.

Vs. 3-6 There were times when David had a glimgseanl working His righteousness and
justice. As God had cleared the way for Israehenpast, He would do it in the future.

Vs. 7-8 It is interesting that David saw more thsnael. He knew that the Lord would judge all
nations and all men.

Vs. 9-10 We just read that the soldiers of Benjacaime to David in the stronghold. But for
David, the Lord was histronghold physically and emotionally. How can you estinthie value
of learning to trust in the Lord and have conficemcHis love?

Vs. 11-12 The other great theme of David is puplpiaising God in the congregation and
among the nations. It is interesting that the wands 12 express both judgment and
compassion.

Proverbs19:1-3

V. 1 This verse probably belonged better to thev@ros from yesterday. Integrity is worth it,
even if what you have to "pay" to gain it is po@sie

Vs. 2-3 As disciples, following Christ is a veryrgile matter. We complicate it by our Christian
culture and many nice, but unnecessary, thingswalheed is joy in our salvation, lost people to
share with, and a desire to follow Christ in Hisvest. Everything else is nice, but unnecessary.

So we serve Christ with stuff, with visions andairieleas, yet we lack maturity, balance and
proper leading. We make haste and we slip and ddodiuff and blame everyone else.

V. 3 And who gets the brunt of our rage for goiog tast, without knowledge? We rant at God
or get bitter and give up. Imagine Moses thinkieganould free the people when he was 40. He
was right and he knew God would use him to fregob@ple, but he did it his way, too fast,
without knowledge of God. It took 40 years of sagvsheep in the wilderness for God to get
him ready. You notice that when God spoke to Mad¢ke burning bush, Moses was still a little
mad at God. It's His mission. We are His servastsye need to learn of Him and go at His
pace, with the knowledge of Him.



