JULY 15
1 Chronicles 19-21

As you read today, remember that Ezra is writintheoJews who returned to Jerusalem after the
Babylonian exile. Our question as we read is tceustdnd why God is leading Ezra to include
some information and leave out other informatioou'Will read some things that seem verbatim
with what you've read before. In a couple of pgas'll notice that Ezra leaves out a lot of stuff.
Then you'll read a familiar story, but you'll naithat there is a lot more detail added. The Lord
had His purposes for how He led Ezra to write f@se people.

1 Chronicles 19

We've read of this battle before. | think the Siigance for Ezra in reviewing this entire story
was that this was the largest foreign army Davidyfd against. The situation began innocently
enough, but Godllowedit to escalate into a major international showdolvwas God's way of
revealing threats to David and Israel and taking cdthem. The Ammonites hired an army
from the areas around Assyria and Babylon, anélisiefeated them with God's help. After this,
the names of God and David were known as far aglBabThe returned Israelites could depend
on God for His help too.

Vs. 1-5 David was innocent of any false motiveg,things still went bad. This was what had
also happened to the returnees when they begabudd the temple. They were being charged
with wanting to become rebels and reestablish degandent Israel.

Vs. 6-15 The words of Joab to his brother were #xadhat the people needed to hear. They
needed to be strong and to use their strengtthé&r people and for the cities of their God.
Israel's history showed that God would honor tfeth and He would reward them for seeking
Him.

Vs. 16-19 It seemed like things had gone from leaddrse, but history showed that the Lord

was working in this to bring an even greater vigt@nd to bring renown to Israel and to His
name.

These are also good lessons for us to learn fowouk in the harvest.
1 Chronicles 20

Vs. 1-3 We've read this story before too, but whatteresting is what's missing. There is no
mention of Bathsheba or the death of Uriah.

Vs. 4-8 This is a very thin summary, showing them@ng generation that God rescued Israel
from huge armies and (literally) enormous foes.

No one could stand before Israel if they sought.itrel.
1 Chronicles 21

We have also read this story. The twist here isHzaa says that Satan stood up against Israel
and incited David to do something that would br@gd's judgment on Israel. The story was
important for the returnees to know, because ghiwiv the location for the temple was chosen.

It is interesting that Ezra points to Satan beigaiast Israel. We know this is true, but this is th
first time | can remember it being said. Israel badn trouble and had been disobedient; and as a
result, they were kicked out of their land. Theyast ceased to exist as a nation and only God's
grace in Babylon saved them. As the nation of Gaajng its roots back to Adam and Eve, they
needed to keep in mind that they had an enemy whudancite them to sin. Even God's

favorite son, David, when incited to sin, was phei.



Vs. 1-6 This is recorded in 2 Samuel 24 whereysthat God was angry and incited David to
take the census. This needs some thought. | wargilgest comparing this to the situation of
Ahab and Jehoshaphat who had already made theatetnsvork together without consulting
God. God gave them the desire of their heartsGmat was clearly unhappy with them and
allowed a demonic power to influence them. The pigithat they had already sinned in their
hearts and actions. | think David had already sirtmebecoming so prideful of his nation that he
felt he wanted to see how great he had becomeralgary power. In God's anger at David's
pride, God allowed Satan to incite him. David wpsmand willing, and Satan knows a thing or
two about pride.

Again, it is ironic that a man like Joab saw whatid couldn't see. This often happens to us
when we choose to sin. God speaks to us in sonyaresic ways: through the mouth of a
donkey here, and through the words of a bad petsae.

Vs. 7-13 In 2 Samuel 24 it says that David's hsetauck him. Here it says that God struck Israel
and then David knew he was wrong. Apparently Gaghbg¢o move and then David saw the
connection between the beginning of God's judgrardthis prideful action.

Vs. 14-17 Ezra is adding more detail to his remdgdf this story. He is showing that there was
grace and purpose in what God did here. This timgdtoor is the point of the story.

Vs. 18-27 We have a lot more detail hélfee angel of the Lord... commanded Gatkll David
to make a sacrifice. It is a good guess that thigebof the Lord was the pre-incarnate Christ.

V. 20 It is funny that this guy and his s@®v the angehnd hid.

V. 23 If | was that guy, with a deadly angel stangdihere with his sword ready for action, I'd
just want to give the property away too.

V. 25 In 2 Samuel 24 there is another amount gikehPavid actually bought two things. He
bought the threshing floor and the acreage around i

V. 26 Here we learn that the Loashswered... with fire from heaven
V. 27 Only then did the Lord command the angelheash His sword.

Vs. 28-30 The idea here seems that David recognimdhis was where the Lord wanted David
to worship every day, not in Gibeon. Gibeon wasfasugh away that David wouldn't have
gone there regularly. This was the place of worsinigh sacrifice and seeking God's favor. Later,
we will hear the name of this place is Mt. Mori#ths where Abraham had been willing to offer
Isaac, and it was the place where the temple woelduilt. Ezra was trying to help the returned
Israel understand that this place of mercy shoalthkir focus and priority as they sought God
to rebuild the nation.

Romans 2:25-3:8
Romans 2:25-29

V. 25 What is the value of circumcision for a JdiM8 seen in Romans 4:11 regarding the faith
of Abraham. It was a symbol of the promise of reggom through God's work in Abraham. It
was what symbolized the nation built on faith iatthromise. It still boiled down to faith. To
break the law was to break faith and undo whauan@sion meant.

V. 26 A Gentile who kept the law would show thatitael both the faith in the promise to
Abraham, and the work of redemption God was workmitpe world. It still boiled down to
faith.

Vs. 28-29 In chapters 9-15, Paul will say that ¢hiera difference between the church and the
Jews and that the Jews will fulfill their destiffjnere is no ground in Romans whatsoever to say
that the church and Israel are the same. Paufmperin saying that a real Jew is a Jew inwardly



is that a real Jew is not only descended by bloath Abraham, but is a man or woman of faith
in the promise to Abraham and shares the faithtwbAam. Romans 9 makes this very clear.
The real descendants of Abraham not only haveltwlie, but they also have the faith tie.
Paul's and the Spirit's logic is compelling.

Romans 3:1-8

Vs. 1-2 If the Jews had lived by faith, it is héodoverestimate the privilege and "advantage”
mentioned here. Compare this to what Paul saysifaiomans 9:4-5.

V. 3 God will still honor His promises to Abrahata,David and to Solomon regarding the
temple and Jerusalem. The nation of Israel wifilfuls destiny and proclaim God's grace to the
earth. Israel's rebellion doesn't show God's fajlitrshows the truth of His Word and the
wisdom of His actions. We'll see all this in chapt#l and 15.

V. 4 This is one of those many places in Romange@Raul asks a rhetorical question that is
answered very strongly witBy no meandn the Greek this is a very, very strong denial.get

the right effect in the English, you probably néedake your shoe off and bang it on the table as
you're saying this.

The issue of God being "judged” is interesting @@y important in the dramas being played out
in this time of spiritual darkness. Paul will memtiGod's righteousness again in this chapter.
Although Paul will use some arguments in chaptéra® will make it look like God can do what
He pleases, God still brings about salvation irhsugvay that it is totally righteous and just.
Satan is not only the accuser of the brethrenhbistkeeping an eye on God too, to hold Him to
the line. When all is said and done, without havmgiolate righteousness and play the card that
says, "I'm bigger than you, so | can do anythimght,"” God will appear totally righteous, good
and loving in how He brought about salvation uréadlly and personally. (See Psa. 11:7 in
today’s reading.)

Vs. 5-7 We will see this argument surface in asgléght way in chapter 9. If God uses the
unrighteous, does that make God unrighteous inijgdipe unrighteous? Of course not, but
some people think they understand justice ande@igness better than God. Actually, to
guestion God in this regard is rebellion and a laickust in who God is.

V. 8 Apparently some people twisted Paul's teacbimgrace, as Peter says later, to their own
destruction.

Psalm 11

As disciples following Christ, we don't live ouvédis according to the "tune" of our culture. We
see a different reality and know a Savior whoilsisterested in seeing people saved. That
means our lives have to take a different trajecemgry day. No one else in the world rises every
day to take a cross that declares they are follgu@dhrist to the death should He ask it. Our work
in the harvest is to work as He worked whetheratrathers understand it or support it.

V. 1 is the taunt of the unrighteous. Even those whkre running and hiding with David must
have suggested that he abandon any thought ofrieatpGod and just head for the hills.

Vs. 2-3 As David ran from Saul, the resources o&tion were bent on destroying David. If
David were killed, what would the anointing of Sahmean? Yet they were really fighting
against God, not David.

V. 3 This seems like what people are always attamgplf the foundational truth can be
“redefined,” then the righteous are helpless. Bot @oesn’t change or go away. He is the
foundation of truth and reality. Unbelief may raggainst truth and reality, yet we are always
secure. Paul and the Spirit say so in Romans 8928-3

Vs. 4-7 None of this escapes the Lord's attentras beyond His sovereign working.



V. 5 The tension is that on the one hand, thosefathmv are being tested. Yet on the other
hand, to the person not following God, this tespngves their point, that those who follow God
do it in vain. And God knows their thoughts andsdeis face against them.

V. 7 is our only true hope. As we follow, our livage used by God for His purpose. Success is
defined by the Lord, not by us or our culture. @ape is in knowing we will see His face and
know His kindness in Christ forever.

Proverbs19:10-12

It's hard to know what to do with this little mishash.

V. 10 You have the disparity of seeing the foolishwell, but they do, especially in Hollywood.
V. 11 You have the internal wisdom that suppliggeson with balance in an "unequal” world.
V. 12 Then there is the judgment of a "king."

I guess in all of this, the person made wise bipwihg God can make sense of the disparity of
this life and he knows how to seek the favor of God

In reading all of this, there is the question ofet¥ter it's worth it or not to make so much of
following God. Ezra is trying to make a case foirlg as God's chosen people. Paul is saying
that the life of faith is worth pursuing. The ps&ms crying out after listening to people teliri
there's really no help, but helping yourself. Ettlem proverb says it's hard to see the foolish
prosper because it looks like they were right. i@ality never changes. God has a plan and it's
coming to completion. If you only do the speed timhen you see a cop, it means that you
really don't see the law as important. If the ditlye we obey God is when we can see Him, that
would be compliance, not love and faith. When wen"tsee" Him working, but we keep on
following in the harvest, that is love and faitith@rs might think we've lost a couple of cards
from the deck while they enjoy a comfortable litey I'd rather follow, even if it means being
hungry now.



