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READING NOTES – JUNE 

The One Year Bible (ESV) 

JUNE 1  

2 Samuel 18:1-19:10  

2 Samuel 18 

Vs. 1-5 David was impossible to beat in the open field, and with God against Absalom, Absalom 
was toast. He just didn't know it yet. 

V. 3 Notice that they didn't let David go out to fight since he alone was the target. Absalom 
wasn't so smart. 

V. 5 Perhaps because of his sense of guilt (that all of this was a part of what he had done to 
Uriah) or because of some misplaced hope that Absalom would be his successor, or both, David 
gave this order to spare Absalom. Everyone heard it and this would become a test of hearts in the 
coming verses. 

Vs. 6-18 Imagine, they lost 20,000 men in a single day. We, thankfully, cannot even conceive of 
that. And to think, this all goes back to David and an afternoon of sexual restlessness. (Again, I 
think there was a longer process leading up to that event.) 

V. 9 Remember Absalom's pride in his hair. Pride cometh before getting hung in an oak tree. 

V. 12 This guy was right, I wouldn't have trusted Joab either. It is interesting that his own men 
knew this about Joab. 

V. 14 Disobeying a command of the king, and murdering Absalom like this, should have cost 
Joab his life. Joab could get away with "practical measures" like this because David had no 
power over him. If David had dealt with Joab earlier, God would have raised up someone to take 
his place. In fact, as we'll see later, Joab's replacement was already there. What a mistake to have 
kept Joab on the team. 

V. 18 Earlier it was said that Absalom had sons, but apparently they had died. This would make 
the monument a bit more understandable since it had to do with the pain he suffered when the 
boys died. The fact that Absalom built this just before going into battle suggest that he knew he 
might die. 

Vs. 19-33 I have never really understood why this "race" happened, other than that I think 
insincerity and being political was commonplace in David's court. This situation, like others we 
have seen and will see, reflects David's lost sense of justice and fairness. You've noticed that 
Ahimaaz lied. 

So, what was this tragic weeping about? David had other sons; in fact, Solomon was going to be 
king. God had told David that as the result of his sin against Uriah and Bathsheba, his sin and the 
sword would not depart from his house. I have to believe that David knew he was responsible for 
all of this.  

2 Samuel 19:1-10 

Vs. 1-8 Joab wasn't a spiritual genius, but he was thinking straighter than David. If David hadn't 
gone among the people, things would have ended worse than they were still going to get. As it is, 
the drama still isn't over. A civil war will meet David when the dust settles. God's judgment of 
David was like a French meal, and we haven't gotten to the final course yet. 

Vs. 9-10 The key word for tomorrow is in v. 9. They were arguing.  
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As a disciple, is this instilling in you a healthy sense of respect for the danger of sin? God is not 
mocked, even by those He loves. David was a "superhero" of the faith and is honored by God 
even now, but his sin sure damaged his life on earth and hurt a lot of people in the process. This 
battle was linked to David’s sin and in it 20,000 men died. 

John 20  

Vs. 1-10 So we have another foot race here. Isn't it cute that John never refers to himself other 
than the other disciple? So John beats Peter to the tomb, but Peter goes in head first. John 
believed when he saw the empty tomb, but Peter, with his sense of failure and betrayal, was left 
wondering. FYI, before the guys meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus, Jesus will already have had 
a personal meeting with Peter (Luke 24:34). Jesus made sure that Peter didn't sink into his own 
failure. 

V. 10 They all went home. There was no glue because they didn't yet understand His death, His 
resurrection, or His mission. 

Vs. 11-18 There are a couple of interesting things here. Apparently Mary Magdalene just 
couldn't leave. She was stuck. No number of angel appearances was going to convince her to 
leave without Jesus. This is kind of like seeking. And she found. But this is the first place that 
Jesus appears incognito and it won't be the last. It is interesting to think of why He did this. 

V. 17 In the KJV it says, Touch me not. My first thought was, "What, wasn't He 'set' yet?" Mary 
seems very emotional and probably had His legs in some ninja hold. Jesus had stuff to do and He 
had a mission for her. 

Vs. 19-23 In Luke's version of this meeting, they thought Jesus was a ghost (again) and He ate 
with them. Where it says here that they received the Holy Spirit, this was a temporary provision 
to get them to Pentecost. Just as Jesus had talked to them to encourage them before the 
crucifixion, now that they had made it this far, He was giving them a supernatural allowance of 
the Spirit to strengthen them. Also, in v. 23, He let them know the mission and authority that 
would go with His resurrection. When we see Peter in the first chapter of Acts, we’ll be able to 
tell that the Spirit was giving Peter some direction and maturity. 

Vs. 24-29 These were smart Jewish boys and not given to jumping onto bandwagons. So enter 
Thomas. I can see them telling Thomas about the meeting they had with Jesus. I can see them, 
with their new understanding, trying to convince him. I can also see Thomas noticing that their 
heads looked larger, but saying, "No way, Joses." Eight days later Jesus showed up again, 
looking intently at Thomas. I'll bet Thomas had seen that look before and thought, "Oh, oh." 
And, we got a great verse out of it. 

Vs. 30-31 This is the point of this Gospel. You also appreciate the fact that John and all the 
Gospel writers could have included a lot more material. 

Psalm 119:153-176  

Vs. 153-160 It strikes me as I read David crying out to God, that these were purer days for 
David. Adversity sent him to the Word and to the Lord.  

Vs. 161-168 As you can see, this letter of the Hebrew alphabet actually does double duty 
depending on where the dot is. It is either an "s" or an "sh." 

I love the expression of v. 161; high-ranking people persecuted David, but he focused on God's 
words. That reminds me of what Paul said in Philippians 4:8, Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 
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Vs. 169-176 Look at the themes in this last section - crying out, pleading for deliverance, vowing 
to praise God and testify of Him, and asking God to save and to seek him. But in all of this 
turmoil, at this point in his life, David was firmly set on the Word of God. 

So, wrapping up Psalm 119, what do you think the point is? Did you realize that there was so 
much crying out for help in this psalm? Apparently, that crying out is to be seen as normal. 
Apparently, hiding in God's love and His Word is also to be seen as normal. Not to be in the 
place where we're crying out or hiding in His Word and love, means we might be in the wrong 
place or not really following Christ in the harvest. In the harvest we experience pruning. What is 
the response of a disciple during this pruning? Well, I guess that's what this psalm is all about. 

Proverbs 16:14-15  

Again, since we're not "kings," just think of this as a spiritual person. In v. 14 the king is the 
powerful guy and the wise man is the wise guy, but in v. 15 the king can be a spiritual and godly 
man. 

JUNE 2  

2 Samuel 19:11-20:13  

David's mess was far from over and his thinking and judgment were far from clear. 

2 Samuel 19:11-43 

Vs. 11-15 The problem here is that most of Absalom's strong supporters were of Judah. David 
urged Judah to invite him back to Jerusalem as the king. As a special political incentive, he told 
Amasa, Joab's cousin and the leader of Absalom's army, that he would become the commander 
of his army. I wonder at the wisdom of having someone as your commander who was just trying 
to kill you. No telling what Joab thought about that, but Joab had disobeyed David and killed 
Absalom. 

Vs. 16-23 It is interesting to me that both Shimei and Ziba are mentioned together here. Again, 
Ziba is “only” there to serve and win David's heart, right? Shimei gets off easy, for now.  

Vs. 24-30 So finally, Mephibosheth (M) shows up. Notice that he hadn't taken care of himself 
since the king departed until the day he came back. What does that mean? Mephibosheth was in 
mourning for David. Not taking care of yourself was how you mourned and fasted. It wasn't how 
you went about making yourself king. The text/the Spirit is giving us proof that M was innocent. 
Read M's explanation of what happened. He was telling the truth and that rat, Ziba, lied about 
everything. Why? Because Ziba wanted to have Saul’s estate for himself, the way it had been 
before David helped M.  

So what was David's response to bring fairness and justice to this situation? How did David 
show true loyalty to the son of his best friend, the guy who willingly gave David the crown and 
strengthened him in the Lord? 

V. 29 David impatiently cut off Mephibosheth in mid-sentence and told him to shut up. That is 
the import of his response. David was tired and rude to M. David had been tricked and trapped 
again. So the compromised, frustrated king got a fantastic idea: He split the property (that was 
the issue) between Ziba (the liar) and M (the victim). 

V. 30 Once again, just as in the case with Uriah, David is shown up by a humbler, more spiritual 
man. M told David that Ziba could have it all. He was just happy that David had come home 
safely. I'm just sad when I read this. 

Mephibosheth was like Jonathan, a good, honest, spiritual man. He was five years old when his 
father died, but something good happened in those five years. To think, not only was Jonathan a 
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great man and spiritual leader, but he also turned out to be a better father than David and he only 
had five years to pull it off. 

For me, what David did here to M was a disgrace. David the liar, the murderer, could not bring 
himself to do the right thing and judge another liar, especially since Ziba had helped him and 
David had received his gift. Receiving the gift put David under obligation. And then David had 
rashly believed Ziba and judged M before witnesses and given everything to Ziba. David was a 
ruined man. 

Vs. 31-40 This is a lengthy section of David repaying Barzillai for helping David. David gives 
Barzillai’s son, or grandson, a permanent place at his table. There may have been other favors 
attached to this. 

Vs. 41-43 This is where communication skills could have helped. Apparently David thought 
everything would go back to normal quickly, but I don't think he realized the depth of his 
neglect, not speaking to Absalom and letting him (with his 50 men a-running) win the hearts of 
Israel. God still had more chastening to do to really break David. God allowed some hot-heads to 
create dissention. Earlier in David’s reign he knew how to smooth things. 

2 Samuel 20:1-13 

Vs. 1-2 Here was yet another Benjaminite causing problems and another mini-civil war. 
Apparently this happened in David’s presence as they were coming up from Gilgal to Jerusalem. 
Just for trivia, notice where this guy was from (v. 21) and then look at Judges 8:1 & 12:1. What 
was going on in the hills of Ephraim? 

V. 3 Because of the way Absalom had dishonored them, David would no longer be a husband to 
these women. This would be a permanent, visible reminder and scar. I don’t think David 
suffered, but these women surely did. People were still paying for David’s sin. I keep thinking of 
the line in Psalm 51:4 where David says to God, Against you, you only, have I sinned. Hmmm.  

Vs. 4-10 David ordered Amasa to call the army of Judah together to keep the rebellion of Sheba 
from growing. When Amasa didn’t have the assembly done by the appointed time, David sent 
Abishai, Joab’s brother. This didn’t mean Amasa was a bad guy, but apparently he wasn’t a 
skilled leader. 

Vs. 9-13 This was cold-blooded murder. How do we know? Later David will tell Solomon it was 
murder, and he made Solomon promise to execute Joab in a way that would pay for this murder. 
The political situation was too fragile (for David's human thinking) to punish Joab. With this 
"stroke" Joab killed his cousin and kept his position of power as commander of the army. The 
description is vicious and violent. Obviously, Joab was his own man and did things his way. I 
think he knew he didn’t have anything to fear from the compromised David. Notice that 
immediately after this murder, Joab assumed his old position as commander of the army. 

Vs. 11-13 Amasa had already been given a promise by David and was seen as a loyal man. What 
happened here, it seems, is that when the men looked at Amasa's body, it brought up thoughts of 
treachery and double dealing. Maybe, they thought, David was going back on his word. So one 
of Joab’s men dragged the body off of the road and threw a blanket over it. Now everyone was 
unified again so they could go after the bad guy. 

As disciples working in the harvest, there is no room for politics and hypocrisy. It is better to be 
honest, say our peace and if the situation persists, ask the Lord to put us in a place where we can 
do honest work for Him. Salary and position are not reasons to stay in a dysfunctional situation. 
David still could have done all of this the right way, but he didn’t. He should have taken care of 
Joab himself. 
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John 21  

Vs. 1-14 Jesus had commanded them to meet Him in Galilee, and seven of the eleven were there 
waiting at some appointed place. Wherever it was, it was a lonely place and there were no 
crowds. 

V. 3 Some suggest that Peter had gone back to his trade, but it clearly looks like he was just 
passing the time, trying to catch breakfast. 

V. 4 They didn't recognize Jesus, because he had either changed His appearance or had given 
them some mental block. 

V. 7 John was spiritually perceptive. He didn’t recognize the man, but he remembered the 
situation, and knew that this unidentified man was the Lord. That is pretty big faith. 

Vs. 9-14 There is a slight miracle noted here, probably something the Lord did to encourage 
Peter. Not only did Peter drag the net ashore alone, but it is noted that the net didn't break. 

V. 12 It is interesting that Jesus made them have to deny their sight and go with their hearts 
regarding His identity. I wonder if at some point He went back to the old form they knew. 

Vs. 15-19 I think this portion here is the primary reason John and the Spirit included this story. It 
is all about Jesus' restoration of Peter. 

Notice that Peter is brought to confess his love for Jesus three times, just like he denied Jesus 
three times. 

Notice, too, that Peter's love for Jesus was to be expressed in service. He was not to become the 
executive head of anything. He was to be like Jesus, a servant. In making disciples, the key 
element is serving people, being with them, teaching them to follow Christ in the harvest. 
Disciple making is not an executive position. 

V. 19 This is a very interesting assurance for Peter and for all of us. As we are following Christ, 
He actually designs our death so that by it, we will glorify God.  

Peter had publicly denied Jesus; Jesus restored him publicly. Loving Christ means following 
Him, sharing His love to make disciples. Peter had been broken and was now humble enough to 
lead and make disciples. He followed. 

Vs. 20-23 Apparently, this is written here to dispel some false information regarding John never 
dying. John was probably an old man when he wrote this, possibly 50 or more years after the 
resurrection. 

Vs. 24-25 This Gospel is traditionally thought to be the last of the Gospels, written after the 
deaths of Peter and Paul and well after the destruction of Jerusalem. John was an old man, 
possibly the last of the apostles, living in Ephesus as he wrote this, and then in exile on Patmos 
when he wrote the book of Revelation. 

Psalm 120  

Psalms 120-134 are called "Songs of Ascents," and were to be sung by the pilgrims coming to 
Jerusalem one of those three times of the year when all of the men were to appear before the 
Lord at the feasts. This one is anonymous. Some of them are from David and one is from 
Solomon. These were probably sung to "tune" the hearts of the worshipers to be longing for God 
and to be confessing their own sins as they walked to Jerusalem and came before Him. 

Vs. 1-2 This is an interesting song to be singing, walking up to Jerusalem to tune your heart to 
God. But maybe not. Here the psalmist is crying out to God for help. 
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Vs. 3-7 Maybe this is what it was like for Hannah, Samuel’s mother, each year that she went up 
to worship, being hurt and antagonized by the other wife. 

It is hard to worship when you have enemies, so maybe this psalm makes a lot of sense. We are 
told to forgive, but often it is not a matter of our forgiving, but resisting the enemy’s influence. 
Somehow our love for God and our understanding of Him and this world has to be bigger than 
our enemy, or the enemy controls us.  

On second thought, this is a brilliant song to sing on the way to worship, asking God to free 
one’s heart from these enemies and to receive the peace of God. 

Proverbs 16:16-17  

I don't think anyone who has lived for Christ in the harvest and seen fruit regrets not being 
wealthy; in fact, there are other blessings they would value more. Those other blessings are the 
"riches" that confirm the hand of God on their lives. On the other hand, there are masses of 
Christians who have forged comfortable lives, with little or no fruit, who would gladly go back 
and redirect their lives and choose other values to follow. 

V. 17 sounds like what Paul warned Timothy about in I Timothy 6:9, But those who desire to be 
rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. 

Better to be “rich” in the harvest with our Lord. 

JUNE 3  

2 Samuel 20:14-22:20  

2 Samuel 20:14-26 

Vs. 14-22 This story wraps up the civil war. The hero isn't Joab, but a wise woman who rescued 
her town. 

Vs. 23-26 is the return to order. Benaiah will come into the story again later. He apparently led 
an elite group of fighters who may have had Philistine ties. Ira wasn't a priest. Remember that 
David's sons were called priests, but the word really meant "official." Ira was David's personal 
administrator, or administrative assistant. 

2 Samuel 21 

Vs. 1-14 Chronologically, this must have come after the country was at peace again. It is 
interesting how this plays out, because during the civil war there must have been questions of 
Saul's family coming to the throne again. What happens here will put that hope to rest. Also, in 
this story there is another lesson about the long legacy of sin and wandering from God. Saul did 
this with religious and patriotic zeal, but in disobedience to God. Now it will hurt his family. I 
think we all get the point. 

Sometime while Saul was chasing David, moved by some kind of patriotism or "god thoughts," 
but not by God, Saul decided to try to exterminate the Gibeonites. These are the people who had 
tricked Joshua about 300 years earlier. As a result of their trick and the ensuing covenant, they 
were saved and became a part of Israel, doing servant work for the tabernacle. After 300 years 
they were as good as being Israelites. Who knows where Saul got the idea to do this. 

V. 1 It is interesting that it took David three years of famine to figure out to ask God. 

V. 3 When the Gibeonites felt that justice had been done, they would ask God to bless Israel. 
Even today, if someone is really seeking forgiveness, they should ask the offended party what 
restitution would look like. 
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V. 7 David spared Mephibosheth because of his oath to Jonathan. Notice that there was another 
guy named Mephibosheth. It must have been a popular name. 

V. 8 This is sad and interesting because Merab should have been given to David to be his wife. 
She was a part of the reward package for killing Goliath. I wonder how David felt having to take 
five of her sons. 

Vs. 9-10 The bodies hung out until the rain came, meaning the curse was lifted. Normally you 
couldn’t leave a body hanging on a tree overnight, but God must have allowed it because of the 
aspect of having violated a covenant Joshua made with these people. When the rain came, 
everyone knew the curse was over. I feel sorry for this concubine of Saul's, Rizpah. Apparently 
so did David. Remember, he knew all of these people. 

Vs. 12-14 This literally and figuratively lays the house of Saul to rest in David's reign and in the 
history of Israel. Except for Mephibosheth, there were no other heirs to vie for the throne of Saul. 

Vs. 15-22 This story lays to rest the conflict with the Philistines. I don't think we'll ever hear of 
them again as a threat to Israel. Also, David hung up his sword and it seems that the giants were 
exterminated from the land. 

You can see how this chapter is sort of "tidying up" the history of David.  

2 Samuel 22:1-20 

What we have here is almost identical to Psalm 18. This psalm will continue into tomorrow and 
will be complementary to 2 Samuel 23:1-7; in that, chapter 22 celebrates God's deliverance that 
brought David to the throne and chapter 23 celebrates God's preservation of his kingdom. In 
chapter 22 we might have David's first words of worship as a king, while chapter 23 holds some 
of David's final words. 

Vs. 1-6 This seems to sum up David's thoughts of his ten years of running from Saul. 

Vs. 7-16 But when David cried to the Lord, God came to his aid, with lots of visual and sound 
effects. 

Vs. 17-20 This is God rescuing David. 

We're not through with the record of David's life yet, but with all the lessons God has given us, 
the good, the bad, and lots of ugly, David was still a man of God. We all fall. We all fail. What 
we learn in seeing God's grace to David is that, in spite of our failings, we can still get up and 
serve Him if we truly love Him and will follow Him as disciples. 

Acts 1  

Whoa! This means you’ve read all four Gospels. When’s the last time you did that in the same 
year? Now we’re into the adventures of the Holy Spirit leading the disciples. 

Vs. 1-3 This gives us some good information. Apparently, Theophilus enjoyed the first 
installment. 

Note that Luke talks about what Jesus began to do and teach. That means that what we'll be 
reading, and what we are doing as His disciples, is the continuation of what He began. The 
mission is to be the focus of our following. 

V. 2 Some wonder if Acts 1:8 is a command. I think that Acts 1:8 and the Great Commission are 
the commands referred to here. 

V. 3 Immediately after the Passover, came a weeklong Feast of the Firstfruits. Then you had 49 
days and on the 50th day (Pentecost) you had the "Feast of Weeks" or "Feast of the Harvest." 
The name for this feast that began at Pentecost is really the Feast of the Harvest. It is called the 
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Feast of Weeks because it was seven weeks from the last feast. Isn’t it interesting that the feast 
that began on Pentecost is called the Feast of the Harvest?  

This feast also lasted for a week. For both the Passover and the Feast of Harvest, all males in 
Israel were required to attend. This will make Jerusalem a very crowded place. 

I mention all of this, because in the time between His resurrection and Pentecost, there were 57 
days. Forty of those were taken up with Jesus teaching His disciples about the kingdom of God. 
This would mean that after Jesus left and told them to wait for the Spirit, they would have to wait 
at least two weeks. Interesting. It just seems to me, that the Lord expects His disciples to do a lot 
of seeking and praying and waiting. 

Vs. 4-5 Apparently, after Jesus met with the apostles and other disciples in Galilee, He went with 
them or met them in Jerusalem. This was the reason He gave them the command to stay in 
Jerusalem, in spite of what had just happened there. 

Vs. 6-11 So on one particular day, when they were on the other side of the valley on the Mount 
of Olives, boom, He was gone. 

V. 6 The time of the establishment of His earthly kingdom was a logical question to ask, since 
Jesus had been telling them about the Kingdom of God for the past 40 days. Even though that 
earthly kingdom still hasn't happened as it will in the Millennium, Jesus taught them to have it 
anchored in their minds that it was coming. They had the sense of expectation and now, they 
would work and live with the end in view. Not a bad way for a disciple to follow Christ, with the 
end in view. If you read Luke 19:11-28, you'll see that Jesus was very clear that the kingdom 
would not appear immediately and they were to do business until He returned. 

V. 8 This is a key verse for every one of us. After giving the disciples the future vision and 
expectancy, he told them to focus on their mission. The you will be is what we are. Notice that 
the Spirit's power is given to us for this mission. 

Notice too, the pattern of outreach and harvest. This is the structure of the book of Acts and it is 
vital to any group of believers. You start close to home, your neighbors. It amazes me that 
churches still do outreaches to the inner city and send missionaries to other countries, but it isn’t 
easy to find a pastor or elder who has seen a neighbor come to Christ or to church. As disciples 
we have to understand that if we are not reaching out close to home, the other areas further out 
can become an excuse to relieve our guilt for being ineffective at home. Also, disciple-making 
involves the process of leading someone to Christ and leading them to lead others to Christ, 
thereby making them reproducing disciples. If you can't reach people at home, you can't make 
disciples. It's impossible. Our job is not to fill the room and then close the door. We are to be 
reaching out constantly, making disciples and leading them to reach out and make disciples. The 
church is to be a moving stream of salvation/disciple-making, not a stagnant pool. 

Vs. 9-11 Talk about an interesting way to get the disciples to remember these words. The 
connection to the kingdom is also here in Jesus going before their eyes. The kingdom will be 
established on earth, when Jesus returns the very same way, probably on that very same spot, at 
the end of the Tribulation. 

Vs. 12-14 They were all together in Jerusalem and prayed for the Spirit for two weeks. Of 
course, they didn't know it would be two weeks. That's a long time to pray. I wonder if Thomas 
was getting antsy.  

This upper room was thought to belong to the well-to-do family of John Mark, the writer of the 
Gospel of Mark. This would also explain why they had the room for so long, since this was a 
feast where thousands filled Jerusalem and meeting space was hard to find. 
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Vs. 15-26 Jesus told them they would be sitting on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel. 
They needed a twelfth guy. Note that Peter took the lead. 

V. 18 There are lots of theories of how this happened and they all end up with a mess. 

V. 22 Note that both of these guys had been with Jesus the entire time. In the Gospels we see that 
Jesus had lots of other disciples. This is interesting to see these guys were still following even 
though they were not a part of the Twelve. 

Some people think that the disciples made a bad choice, but that is because we know about Paul 
and think that they should have chosen him. They didn't know about Paul; God didn't tell them, 
but He did lead them to do this. Who knows, Paul might sit on a throne in Revelation anyway, 
since there are 24 of them. On the other hand, knowing Paul, he won't mind if he doesn't get a 
special honor and sees everything from the stands. 

Psalm 121  

As a pilgrim walked to Jerusalem singing this song of ascent, he might have thought, "But who's 
holding down the fort while I'm gone?" God promised in Exodus 23:20 and Exodus 34:24 that 
He would guard them and their lands when they attended the feasts. 

Vs. 1-2 As they were walking up to Jerusalem, that hill upon which the tabernacle or temple 
stood would have been their goal. It was from the presence of God that their help would come. 

Vs. 3-4 As they left their lands and houses, it was God who would watch and protect them, 
without sleeping or resting. 

Vs. 5-6 The Lord was also their help and their comfort.  

Vs. 7-8 As we learn from David and from Paul, even in danger with death a step away, God 
always keeps us. Particularly when we leave this body, we are the safest we will ever be. 

As disciples, we need to remember that our hope for protection and care is ultimately in the 
Lord. If we can't rest in that, then our worry, and Satan, will find a thousand reasons to keep us 
out of the harvest. 

Proverbs 16:18  

As we've seen in David and will see with many other kings, when they were weak and 
dependent, they were men of faith and close to the Lord, but when they were (insert a word) they 
got into trouble. Pride and arrogance come in many forms. That is good for us to remember as 
disciples. I can hardly drive to the store and back without showing my arrogance and pride a 
couple of times. Being needy and fearing God helps to keep our sin in view and our hearts in 
check. 

JUNE 4  

2 Samuel 22:21-23:23  

2 Samuel 22:21-51 

It is good to keep in mind that David wrote this when his days of running from Saul had ended. 
He had been made king of Israel, and now, no nations threatened Israel. These were still his "pre-
Bathsheba" days. 

Vs. 21-25 Notice the times that David mentions his righteousness. We might feel uneasy reading 
that, but there is a reward for keeping our way pure before the Lord. That's no joke. David dealt 
very righteously with Saul, sparing his life twice. 

Vs. 26-27 God repays in kind. 
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Vs. 28-31 David learned through his suffering to have great confidence in the Lord. 

Vs. 32-43 This is the catalog of skills and abilities God gave David to save him from Saul. 

Vs. 44-46 Not only did God save David from his own people, but after the civil war when David 
had to face other nations, God protected David and made the nations come to him. This is 
mentioned in Isaiah 55. 

Vs. 47-49 God was David's rock. 

Vs. 50-51 Note that v. 50 is quoted by Paul in Romans 15:8-9, For I tell you that Christ became 
a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given 
to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” I'm impressed that 
Paul even knew this verse. 

This is not only a great song, but it sounds like a lot of The Psalms rolled into one. As disciples, 
following Christ in the harvest and keeping our hearts clean before Him, regardless of what 
happens to us in this life, our song entering heaven will sound pretty much just like this. 

2 Samuel 23:1-23 

Vs. 1-7 Theses verse are thought to have been written at the end of David's life as a sort of 
preface to introducing his mighty men. David was, if you will, scrapbooking; and when he came 
to this page, he wrote a poem. 

One thing that David understood after the fiasco with Absalom was that God was holding true to 
His covenant with David. Verse 5 points to this. 

Unfortunately, David did have some thorny people around him, but as a blessing from God, 
David was given great loyal friends who not only supported him emotionally and spiritually, but 
when it came to battle, these guys knew how to kick it. 

Vs. 8-11 This is the only list where you get all the names of THE THREE. 

V. 8 With a name like that you had to be a ferocious guy. So, in one battle, with only a spear 
(and no automatic weapons or grenades) he killed 800 guys. 

Notice that the other two took a stand by themselves as Israel's troops were retreating and they 
turned the battle. We see ninja movies and laugh, and rightfully so. These guys would have made 
ninjas cry. 

Vs. 13-17 This is one of their famous exploits, done out of love and loyalty for David. 

V. 16 Nowhere does it say it was evening and they snuck in. I think they fought their way in and 
out of Bethlehem in broad daylight. They were just three guys, just walking down the road with a 
bucket, right through enemy territory. They probably whistled as they walked. 

V. 17 This is the spiritually perceptive David. What a thoughtful act, both praising their loyalty 
and offering something precious before the Lord. No wonder his men loved him. 

Vs. 18-23 This will be continued tomorrow, but for now, we meet the leaders of THE THIRTY. 

Vs. 18-19 We have met Abishai, standing with David over the sleeping Saul, wanting to kill him. 
As Joab's brother he fought various battles with Joab, as second in command. He was also the 
guy who wanted to cut off the head of Shimei, the ranting, cursing Benjaminite. To think, this 
guy killed 300 men in a battle, but he still wasn't on par with THE THREE. 

Vs. 20-23 Benaiah is around a lot, but we don't hear much about him. We will hear more about 
him in a couple of days, because he will remain loyal to David during the final test of David's 
life and he will serve Solomon. 
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He killed the two giants of Moab, a lion (he must have had “cat-like reflexes”), and, unarmed, he 
killed this big, good-looking Egyptian. 

Both of these guys were the head men of THE THIRTY. 

Wouldn't it be great to work in the harvest with a group of people like this, reaching the lost, 
making disciples, loving one another and following our Lord? That's supposed to be the church. 

Acts 2  

V. 1 It is no accident that the church was born on Pentecost, or rather, on the Feast of the 
Harvest. You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in 
the field. (Exodus 23:16) 

Notice also that they were believers in Jesus. If the rushing sound had been a 747 crashing into 
their building, instead of the Spirit, they would have gone to heaven. I say this only to say, that 
what God is doing here is special and for effect. Some people say that what happened in Acts is 
normative for today. For me, that idea sounds noble, but is not being honest with the text. If you 
bring that idea to your reading of Acts you will misunderstand what God is doing here. Honestly, 
God is doing some stuff here to fulfill different purposes in the inception of the church. It is not 
normative to have believers in Jesus who are not given the Spirit at the moment of conversion. 
We will see this again in Acts, and not just here. The honest thing to do is to observe and ask 
why and try to understand what God is doing. To make blanket statements might sound like big 
faith, but if it isn't true to the text, it's just not true. 

Vs. 2-4 This is a very important and emotionally memorable sound and light show that God is 
putting on. God could have done this silently, but you won't understand the importance of this 
visual and emotional event until we get to chapter 11 where it will be utterly crucial. 

Notice too, that in the OT when the Spirit came upon Samson or on David, He rushed upon 
them. He still rushes. 

Vs. 5-13 At this time, Jerusalem was filled with thousands of men (women and children, too). It 
was a holy day where all Jewish men were required to be in Jerusalem. It is said that because this 
feast and the Passover were so close together that more people came for the Feast of the Harvest 
than for the Passover. Also, all of the people who were in Jerusalem for the crucifixion would 
have been here. It is said that the small city would have had 25,000 men or more there for 
Pentecost. Also, the area surrounding Jerusalem would have looked like a tent city for miles. 

Notice that the gift of tongues was actual languages. In 1 Corinthians 14:22 Paul says that 
tongues was a sign for unbelievers, as it is used here. This same sign will be used for another 
kind of "unbelief" in a few chapters. It was always “only” a sign for the Jews (1 Corinthians 
14:21, Isaiah 28:11). 

Vs. 14-36 This is one of the most famous sermons of all time. I wonder if in the middle of this 
sermon, as Peter is talking, he was also thinking, "What in the world is coming out of my 
mouth?" 

Notice that it was 9 a.m. when this happened. 

Vs. 17-21 These verses give us an interesting lesson in understanding how prophecy can have a 
partial fulfillment. It is obvious that some part of this prophecy from Joel applies here, but just a 
portion. The focus here is the pouring out of the Spirit before the day of the Lord. Yet, that day 
of the Lord is obviously the seven-year Tribulation. This could give you the idea that something 
similar to this will happen at the beginning of the Tribulation that will empower the Jews to 
come to God and missionize the world during those first 3.5 years. 
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Notice that David is both referred to and quoted in this sermon. It's hard to get away from David. 
Because of Jesus, David is an important person throughout the New Testament. Among all the 
other things that Jesus fulfilled, He fulfilled the covenant God made with David. 

V. 36 This apparently was Peter's application, because here, he stopped talking. Many of these 
people were present during the Passover and had been in the mob shouting for Jesus' crucifixion. 
The Spirit led Peter to put the OT Scriptures together in such a way, that with the Spirit's help, 
the crowd was moved to repentance. 

Vs. 37-39 This is pretty amazing because they basically ask, "What must we do to be saved?" 
Notice that they addressed all of the apostles. 

So why was this baptism important here? We are not saved through baptism. Here, it was a test 
of sincerity and a sign of devotion to Jesus. No one who hated the name of Jesus, and there were 
many of those, would stomach being baptized in that name. It showed genuine repentance on 
their parts, having been part of that mob that demanded Jesus' death. The formula, "Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit," might have been used as prescribed in the Great Commission; but here, because 
of their previous stand against Jesus, they were being baptized with an emphasis on His name. 
This showed that they had turned to Him and it revealed the truth of their faith. 

The promise of the Holy Spirit was important for the Jews and was, apparently, how they 
understood God's promise of a new heart. In the prophets, the promise of redemption is often 
promised as receiving a new heart and having a heart of flesh and having the law written on their 
hearts. When they understood that God was now giving His Spirit to those who belonged to 
Jesus, they understood Jesus as fulfilling this promise. 

V. 40 While the portions of the sermon we’ve read were written verbatim, here Luke tells us that 
there was more that was said. 

V. 41 So, now what? What do you do with 3000 people? Jesus didn't equip them to handle this. 
Or did He? When you see Jesus teach His men, most often, they were with Him, observing Him 
do what they would be doing in the future. Jesus fed the 5000 and the 4000 and told the disciples 
to set the people in groups. So the disciples knew how to handle a crowd. You break them down 
into groups of hundreds and fifties, like the feeding of the people. And because of the synagogue 
system, they also had a model of how to meet, create order and assign leadership. 

Vs. 42-47 I've heard people lament that the church today is removed from this genuine oneness, 
but these conditions were very unique. We see something similar to this when a town is hit by a 
tornado, or if there is some other kind of pressing event. That is all to say that the Spirit brought 
about the circumstances and there was a mission. To try to bring about the oneness that only 
comes about by a common mission or rescue, without a common mission or rescue embraced by 
everyone, is utterly futile; and that is what a lot of Christians and churches are experiencing - 
futility. The harvest is where you find Christ and His fellowship. 

It is interesting that they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. Notice that there are a 
couple of mentions of breaking bread, which I understand as communion. 

V. 45 was not communism, but open-hearted sharing. It is interesting that this giving will set up 
one of the first cases of status seeking in the church. 

V. 47 In contrast to the day Jesus was crucified, Jerusalem is a happy place now, kind of festive, 
like a spiritual Feast of the Harvest. All the people were cool with those who had claimed Christ 
as their Savior and Lord, and each day, people were being saved. 

If Jerusalem proper had 25,000 people in it because of the feast, and if 3000 of them trusted 
Christ on that first day of the feast, then one-eighth of Jerusalem now believed. This must have 
been a noticeable thing, especially the baptisms. They must have had to have used all the public 



  13 
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible 

Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com 

fountains and pools in and around Jerusalem. Of course, all of the apostles knew how to baptize. 
Everyone in Jerusalem would have been exposed to this. It was a Feast of the Harvest to 
remember. 

Remember the chief priests, scribes, Pharisees and the elders? The only feast these guys were 
having was on Maalox and Rolaids. 

Psalm 122  

This song, to be sung as the pilgrims came to Jerusalem for the feasts, was written by David. It 
seems to be a prayer of peace for Jerusalem, for what the city means.  

Vs. 1-2 The thing that stands out to me is that the house of the Lord (in David's day it would 
have been the tabernacle) is in the first verse and in the last verse. David's desire while he was 
running was to be in God's presence. Even during those years in the wilderness, God fixed 
David's heart on Jerusalem; and one of the first things David did as king of the nation was to 
bring the ark, the presence of God, into the city. David was used by God to make Jerusalem the 
center of the nation's devotion to God and the place to seek Him. 

Vs. 3-5 When you read of the thrones for judgment, you begin to get the sense that this psalm 
has a prophetic sense of the future of Jerusalem during the Millennium. The disciples will sit on 
12 thrones, judging (governing) the 12 tribes of Israel, and the Messiah will judge the nations 
there at the beginning of His earthly reign. 

Vs. 6-9 Notice the seeking of peace. Peace is to be prayed for Jerusalem, because that is where 
the tabernacle is, and that is where people seek peace with God. That peace is found in God's 
presence. The prayer for the peace of Jerusalem was that God's presence would always dwell 
there. It didn't dwell there because of sin and the city was destroyed a couple of times. In the 
future, Jerusalem will be a city of peace because the eternal Son of Man, the Son of David, will 
dwell there. 

Proverbs 16:19-20  

Amen, and it is the poor in spirit who seek the Word, whereas it is hard for God to share His 
treasure with the proud. 

JUNE 5  

2 Samuel 23:24-24:25  

2 Samuel 23:24-39 

The designation, THE THIRTY, must either have been a special name with a special meaning at 
that time, and/or the group always added others to replace a fallen comrade to keep it at thirty. 
Verse 39 seems to indicate that in their history, THE THIRTY only had 37 members, seven of 
them apparently falling in battle or leaving the group. 

V. 24 Notice that Asahel, Joab’s brother, was one of this group who died. That would tell us that 
the group was formed before David was made king in Hebron, because Asahel died very early in 
that civil war. 

V. 34 It doesn't always bear fruit to make a connection and hunt down a name, but understanding 
who Eliam the son of Ahithophel was adds deeper understanding of what David did when he 
sinned against Uriah and Bathsheba; and then, why God judged David so strongly and why 
others, like Ahithophel, did what they did. I can only encourage you to take the time, as the Spirit 
brings things to your attention, to search and study and make connections. 

I wonder if Eliam stayed with David, in THE THIRTY, or if he hung up his sword and moved to 
Giloh where he buried his father. 
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V. 39 This is the second guy I recognize in the list that fell in battle. Actually, it was a murder 
that became tragic for many families and for the entire nation. 

2 Samuel 24 

V. 1 So, where does the again come from? My only suggestion is that it comes from the final 
verse of the last chapter, where, because of David's action with Uriah, God brought judgment on 
Israel. 

Now, this is where reading through the Bible every year leads you to make some interesting 
connections if you notice them. This same story is found in 1 Chronicles 21:1 and the wording 
there adds a much different twist to this event. 

Back when the spies went into the land, it says in Numbers that God sent them in; and in 
Deuteronomy, Moses says that the people demanded from Moses that spies go into the land and 
Moses approved it. Putting those accounts together gives you some insight into how God will use 
the desires of people, sinful as they are, and allow them to follow those desires to work some 
purpose in His plan. In this case here, God not only furthers His purpose in judging Israel, but He 
allows David to express a sinful arrogance instigated by the enemy. And in all of it, God brings 
glory to Himself by humbling David and then by putting a very important "X" on the map. 

V. 2 There was nothing wrong with a census per se, but this was pride on David's part wanting to 
know his military might in contrast to the nations around him. His victories were never 
dependent on numbers. 

Dan to Beersheba was a phrase that meant all of Israel, from top to bottom. 

Vs. 3-9 You know that this request had to be pretty bad, if Joab, that spiritual genius, knew it 
was bad. The fact David didn't see it means that God didn't help David overcome his own fleshly 
desires. 

V. 9 shows you the true intent of the numbering. David wanted to see his military strength. 
Instead he should have been working, as any disciple knows, to be making more and better 
disciples. Israel's strength was in the closeness of its people to the Lord. This was simply, as the 
French would say, "Baloney." 

Vs. 10-14 David was moved to repentance, but God would still judge the entire nation, just as in 
the situation with Uriah. 

After reading all of The Psalms that we have read, it made sense that David would put himself in 
the Lord's hands. David knew of God's steadfast love and mercy. 

Vs. 15-17 God cleaned up Israel. I'm sure not all of these were "innocent lambs;" but again, for 
anyone close to the Lord, "dying" means graduation, early retirement, joy and some R&R from 
this land of the walking wounded. It is actually great, unless you are not ready to meet Him. 

In David seeing this angel, a lot of things happened. Not only did he see God's judgment, but he 
saw Israel's true military might. The other part of the story has to do with where the angel 
stopped. 

Vs. 18-25 If you read 1 Chronicles 21 you’ll understand why Araunah was so willing to sell this 
place. The place the angel stopped, where David built his altar and made peace with God, would 
become the temple. It was the place where Abraham had been ready to offer Isaac and it was the 
place where the Messiah would present Himself to the nation as their king. This spot is where 
Solomon would build the temple. In fact, it would have been built there even if David hadn't 
sinned. God brings good out of bad, but "bad" isn't necessary to His plan. As disciples, I feel 
safer looking at Paul as a model. He was very busy, very fruitful, very needy, and he finished 
well in the harvest following Christ and making disciples who made disciples. 
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Acts 3  

Vs. 1-10 What’s interesting to me is that Peter and John are in the forefront and that what is 
being shown here is not strategy in growing the church, but being led by and responding to the 
opportunities the Spirit gives them. We are seeing what it meant to abide in Christ. Our tendency 
is often to look for strategies, rather than simply following and observing what opportunities the 
Spirit is placing in our paths. 

Note that this man had been a regular at the Beautiful Gate; and Jesus had seen him year after 
year, but had not healed him. To me it is interesting that Jesus never felt any compulsion or 
nudging to heal this man. And apparently, this man had never reached out to Jesus. It was all in 
the Father’s plan. Now, Peter and John are confronted by this man and both of them understood 
spiritually that they were being told to do something. They were doing what Jesus had done. As 
Jesus had abided in the Father, they were now abiding in Christ. 

V. 8 Remember how Jesus had always tried to calm people down, telling them not to make Him 
known? That was no longer necessary and this guy was manifesting “leaping joy” and the praise 
of Jesus. 

Vs. 9-10 This was big, public news. Also, the fact that this man had been there year after year 
will make this event hard for the Jewish leaders to deal with.  

Vs. 11-26 The simplest definition of being a witness is saying what happened, in this case, how 
this guy was made well. 

Vs. 13-16 Peter was very direct and the application is in v. 16. Jesus was all of these things, and 
was raised from the dead and, being alive, He was still working. 

V. 17 Peter wasn't afraid to get to the point, gently. Paul also pleaded ignorance in 1 Timothy 
1:15. 

Vs. 18-26 This is a great message. Notice in the rest of this short sermon, that sin, judgment, the 
resurrection and the offer of forgiveness are all mentioned, very simply and naturally. Although 
we don't see the result today, tomorrow it will say there were 5000 who gave their lives to Christ. 
And it will say the leaders were really annoyed. Too bad. 

For us as disciples, we see what abiding in Christ looks like. Peter and John didn't know what 
was going to happen at the temple. They weren't any smarter than we are, but they were alert and 
perceiving what the Spirit was showing them. They expected the Lord to be with them and 
working. Peter didn't have time to rehearse this sermon. The Spirit gave it to him as he saw the 
situation unfold and silently prayed, "Lord, help!" 

Psalm 123  

This would have been a great song to sing on your way to Jerusalem for worship. Not only does 
it have the elements of need, humility and longing, but it points to the only source of our hope, 
the Lord. 

Vs. 1-2 I like the sense of persistence and expectancy in this longing for God. We are to keep 
looking, and not to give up, until the Lord has mercy on us. 

Vs. 3-4 Even in Israel there were people who were irreligious, who mocked. They kept working 
on the Sabbath and they didn't lose valuable time by going up to Jerusalem. But better to be 
needy and long for God's mercy, than to forget our need. Jesus told His disciples that if anyone 
serves Him, the Father will honor him. We wait for God's mercy and His honoring of our faith, 
knowing it is better to suffer and wait, than to go our own way and find comfort. 
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It is interesting that in Paul's first letter to Timothy, written after the history we have recorded in 
the book of Acts, when churches were falling apart and Roman persecution was heating up, Paul 
told Timothy three times that those who follow Christ must have their hope set on God. 

Proverbs 16:21-23  

At the end of 1 Timothy 6:11, Paul exhorted Timothy to be different. But as for you, O man of 
God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 
This is a familiar list, but suddenly steadfastness and gentleness are added. Wisdom that comes 
from God's righteousness, the desire to honor God in everything, can be steady and gentle in any 
and all circumstances. The wisdom of Christ is ours and we see the world through His heart. 
When that wisdom is our light and our heart, it's easier to control our mouth and bring steadiness 
and calmness to any situation. 

JUNE 6  

Whoa! You did it again. You have now read fourteen books of the Bible, plus you are nearing 
the end of Psalms. I'd recommend a Caramel Frappuccino with an extra shot of espresso blended 
in. 

1 Kings 1  

Vs. 1-4 This is letting us know that David was getting to the end. If this was his last year, he was 
69 or 70. Since David became king at 30 and reigned 40 years, the math is easy, even for me. 
There will be some overlap with Solomon; because, as we will see, David had a lot of 
instructions to pass on to him. 

David was an old 70, by anyone’s standards. The weight of ruling might have done this to him, 
but I think it was the weight of the damage he had caused in the lives of others. If any of us had 
to bear the body count of those who died for his sin, the one son raping a daughter, the other son 
killing the other son, etc., etc., etc., it would have aged us too. 

We don't hear this until later, but, obviously, Abishag became David's wife. Yet the fact that they 
never knew each other added an interesting technicality that will appear later. But she was still a 
king's wife, and the connection to her could make someone eligible for a right to the throne. 

Vs. 5-10 I'm not sure what happened here, because it was common for a king to make his son co-
regent and they would reign together for a while. That sounds like a wise thing to do and looks 
like discipleship to me. David apparently didn't do this and in the absence of his leadership and 
guidance, people looked at the tottering old guy (with his human hot water bottle) and took the 
leadership into their own hands. It would seem that David’s decline in his late 60’s was pretty 
severe. None of what Adonijah did in this event could have happened in a short time. It all took 
planning. Also it is obvious from what is said here and later, that it was known that Solomon had 
been chosen by David and God to be king. It seems then that God allowed, and would use, this 
situation to expose Solomon's enemies and remove them. 

V. 6 Notice, it is the Spirit who is making this editorial judgment. You wouldn’t call David a 
model father. It seems to me that once David had the promise that one of his sons would sit on 
the throne, and then after the sin with Bathsheba and Uriah, his hope for his sons was somehow 
intensified by fear and guilt. It seems he didn’t punish Amnon, thinking that Amnon would be 
king. Then David allowed Absalom to go wild and still hoped Absalom would be king. And now 
Adonijah, his next oldest, received no guidance and the situation became very dysfunctional. I 
wonder if in his regret and guilt he doubted that God would fulfill the promise. His desire for his 
sons to follow him on the throne seems more of the flesh than of the Spirit, especially when it 
keeps mentioning that they were tall and handsome. Didn’t he seem concerned with their 
spiritual qualifications? 
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(As a side note, later we will see the evil and spiritually confused Ahab select one of his sons to 
be his heir and give his other sons cities to rule in other parts of northern Israel. This is probably 
what David should have done.) 

Vs. 7-8 But God in His sovereignty used this leadership vacuum to allow sides to become 
visible. Joab wasn't listed among the mighty men; he was dishonest and he was very self-serving. 
I don't know what is going on with Abiathar; but his family was destroyed, partly because of 
David's lie, not telling them what danger they would be in if they helped him. That might have 
influenced Abiathar, or it might just have been that these men rejected the choice of Solomon 
because of the circumstances around Solomon’s birth. Who knows? 

Notice that the mighty men, including Joab's own brother, were not part of this rebellion and 
they were not invited. It shows that THE THIRTY were deeply loyal to David. The fact that 
Solomon wasn't invited means they knew he had been chosen to be king. 

Vs. 9-10 This was Adonijah's own coronation/rebellion just outside of the city. Everyone 
important who was not invited was in danger of death. If this event went unanswered, there 
would be no way to undo it. 

Vs. 11-14 Nathan was apparently nudged by the Lord in the eleventh hour. It was time to act. 
The rebellion had revealed itself and Solomon's kingship had to be confirmed. If you want 
something to make you think, do a search on this prophet Nathan; and look at all the "red letter" 
events in David's life, in which Nathan was involved. I'd like to say something wise here, but I 
just saw this myself and I'm still pondering the meaning of it. 

Vs. 15-27 The purpose of these announcements, first by Bathsheba and then by Nathan, was to 
rally David. This did to David what the attractive, human hot water bottle couldn't do. It got his 
blood boiling. Now and to his death, David would be energetic and go out with his sandals on. 

One of the things that is playing a role here is the word of judgment that came through Nathan, 
that the sword would never depart from David's house. David saw that it was happening again. 
Soon someone would be dead, and he was right. 

Vs. 28-31 We don't have any record of God or David saying that Solomon would be the next 
king. It did say that Solomon was loved by the Lord. Maybe as a result of that early prophetic 
recognition, David changed Solomon’s name to Jedidiah and knew he would be king. If you look 
at 1 Chronicles 22, it looks like David was collecting stuff for the temple and drawing up plans; 
he was coaching Solomon. That might have taken time. So it is possible that before David 
became bedridden, he had promised the kingdom to Solomon, but then had gotten very sick. The 
other possibility is that 1 Chronicles 22 came after this incident, and David rallied and enjoyed 
better health until he died. 

Vs. 32-40 Whereas Adonijah's plan took some time and counsel, this plan got David’s blood 
moving and progressed very quickly. Solomon and many others were in danger. Talk about 
cutting through the red tape. They called the city together. Solomon rode to the tabernacle, and 
the official trumpet that designated holy days was used. After this, Solomon went to David's 
throne. Although this coronation was thrown together, it was and looked fully official. From 1 
Chronicles 23, you get the idea that there was a second coronation later, after David put his 
sandals on and was back on his feet. 

Vs. 41-53 The fact that this was a rebellion is shown by how everyone with Adonijah reacted 
when they knew that Solomon had been made king. Oops! They knew they had disobeyed and 
been discovered and judged. They knew that Solomon was to have been king. 
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V. 50 In the tabernacle was the altar where they burned the sacrifices to obtain mercy from God. 
Adonijah went in and grabbed the corners of the altar at one end and sent word that he wanted to 
receive mercy. 

Vs. 51-53 Solomon's answer and actions show that he had been groomed for the kingship and 
was ready to rule. Solomon also knew that this had been rebellious and would have meant his 
death and the death of his mother. Adonijah deserved to die, but Solomon showed him mercy. 

This was one of those situations where you see neglect and a lack of leadership and wonder if it 
really makes sense to wait on God. But here, Solomon did the right thing by waiting, even 
though his life was in danger. And suddenly, one afternoon, boom, he was king. God is 
sovereign. If something is His will, He will throw the party together at the last minute and it will 
look good. That's a good thing for disciples to learn. 

Acts 4  

Vs. 1-4 At this time, the priests were of the party of the Sadducees. The double irritant was not 
only the preaching of Jesus, but the preaching of the resurrection. The Sadducees didn't believe 
in the resurrection and that's why they were “sad, you see.” They were really sad that the guy 
they had killed was back. 

V. 4 This appears to be 5000 additional believers. That would make about 8000 men (plus 
women and children?) or about a third of the population of Jerusalem. Again, with the baptisms 
and all, this would have been a very public, visual and exciting happening in the city. So while 
Peter and John were hauled off to jail, the other ten apostles, and probably lots of disciples, were 
baptizing the new believers. This was great teamwork. 

Vs. 5-12 This again is the fulfillment of what Jesus had told them about not being anxious about 
what to say, because it would be the Spirit of their Father speaking through them. Wow, what a 
message. Notice that Peter and the Spirit put the emphasis on what caused a lame man to be 
healed. This lame man had been a fixture at the temple, and all the priests, Sadducees, Pharisees 
and all the people knew him. This wasn't a discussion about opinion; it was obvious that a 
miracle had taken place. 

V. 11 On the Wednesday before He died, Jesus had quoted these words to the chief priests, 
scribes and the elders of the people. Now they are hearing them from this Galilean fisherman. 

V. 12 This is an immortal saying from the Spirit through Peter. This declaration of salvation in 
Christ alone is one worth memorizing. 

Vs. 13-22 Luke makes a point in Acts to show how often the disciples are (Christianity is) 
pronounced innocent. This is the first public trial of the disciples, and the leaders have nothing to 
say. You can bet that word of this got around town. This would almost be the same as the 
authorities approving what they did. 

Vs. 13-14 This sounds so much like Jesus that it must have seemed eerie for them. They couldn't 
guess that it was really the same Spirit speaking. 

V. 19 It is interesting that they learned from Jesus not to give direct, defiant answers. They knew 
to turn the situation around to make the leaders have to make a decision. Obviously it is more 
important to obey God. And, obviously it was the Spirit teaching them what to say. 

Vs. 22-23 Again, the Father had the Son walk by this lame man for a reason. In fact, God had 
everyone walk by him. They noticed him to the point of complete familiarity. Now that he was 
healed, the people were rejoicing and the leaders were in shock. This should give us some 
patience to allow God to do His work, even if we think something is unfair. We don't know what 
God is planning down the road. 



  19 
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible 

Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com 

Vs. 23-31 What a great prayer and understanding of how the Lord was using them. 

Vs. 25-26 This sure gives you an appreciation of Psalm 2. And it is awe-inspiring to think of 
when the Lord wrote Psalm 2 through David, and when He fulfilled it. His judgments are 
unsearchable and His planning is inscrutable. 

V. 31 I've never been in a prayer meeting where we had an earthquake. They already had the 
Spirit dwelling in them. This filling of the Spirit is like what we've seen with Samson. It was a 
special, temporary empowering to do the task before them. 

Vs. 32-37 So Jerusalem had been filled with pilgrims, people who had come to the Feast of the 
Harvest. Now, apparently the week-long feast was over, but those who had come to Christ 
wanted to stay and learn more about Christ from the apostles. They couldn't learn online, and 
they had only brought so much money and there were no ATMs. It was primitive. This is where 
the great need came from. 

Again, we wonder today why this isn't always happening; but if 3000 people from some 
primitive land, like Canada, came to your church this weekend and all trusted in Christ so that 
everyone in your church was somehow moved by seeing so many Canadians come to Christ, 
they would naturally join in to help them. Eh? And if these 3000 people couldn't go back to their 
land, because beavers took over or something like that, and you had to put them up, you and your 
church would do the same as the believers in Acts. Eh? But, it would be because of the Spirit and 
because of the mission. Eh? Take away the Spirit and the mission and the bearing of fruit and 
this call to unity becomes contrived. No one really gets unified around fellowship dinners and 
worship services, but that's practically the primary focus of some churches. Eh? 

V. 36 Enter Barnabas. There are lots of little things going on here. He was a Jew with a good 
pedigree from the tribe of Levi; but he was from Cyprus, meaning unlike the Jews in Jerusalem, 
he lived with and rubbed shoulders with Gentiles. Barnabas would become a great encourager of 
the apostles and he would "disciple" the apostle Paul. But the reason we are meeting Barnabas 
here is because his generosity led to a situation that would become the first instance of vying for 
status in the church and it would show the first example of church discipline. 

Psalm 124  

This was a good reminder to the people coming to worship in Jerusalem, leaving their homes and 
fields unguarded, that their hope of protection was in the Lord. It was a call for Israel to 
remember God's faithfulness to His promise. 

Vs. 1-5 Israel's history from the death of Joshua to the kingdom of David was one of loss and 
oppression. God helped, but He helped in spite of the sin of the people. Still, He remained 
faithful to His promise to Abraham. If the Lord had not been on Israel's side, they would have 
been devoured. 

Vs. 6-7 This is the point of the song. It prepared the people to bless the Lord out of a sense of 
deep gratitude. 

V. 8 Amen, and we need to remember this too. David knew this, forgot it during the taking of the 
census, but lived his last days knowing that God had delivered him out of every danger.  

As disciples, we can think our actions make things happen, and imagine that how we zig or zag 
saves us from danger. It is really all in the Lord's hands. 

Proverbs 16:24  

I keep trying to learn this one. And then Paul and the Spirit say in Ephesians 4:29, Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. So often my words are about myself. 
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JUNE 7 

1 Kings 2:1-3:3  

1 Kings 2 

Vs. 1-4 While I think it’s good for David to tell Solomon to follow the Lord and His Word (v. 3), 
I think that in v. 4, David is too focused on his lineage and keeping the throne in the family. It is 
really hard to say how much of God’s plan of redemption was grasped by David and others. In 
observing David, it seems that he became a little dysfunctional regarding his sons, first thinking 
it would be Amnon, then Absalom, etc. I would feel better if I saw something about the glory of 
God and the testimony of Israel to the nations. When we see Solomon dedicate the temple, many 
of his words will have to do with himself. 

As disciples, it is only by God’s grace that we can see God’s plan so clearly. For truly, I say to 
you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it. (Matthew 13:17)  

We are living on the cutting edge of God’s plan. We have all this Old Testament history to 
observe, so we need to observe and learn. Then, we have the record of the lives of these men and 
women who played a part in God’s plan without knowing or grasping the things that we take for 
granted. For us then, our work as disciples can’t have anything to do with a name we leave 
behind in a church or a group. Our heritage and joy is in the name of Christ and sharing what He 
has done. As His servants, we work in the harvest, reaching out and making disciples for His 
name, not ours. 

Vs. 5-9 I’ve alluded to David’s final instructions to Solomon. You might have thought, with his 
closeness to God and the benefit of the Urim and Thummim, David would have figured out what 
to have done with Joab during the time Joab committed these crimes. Somehow I don’t think this 
speaks well of David. To me, David allowed too much injustice and deception in those close to 
him, probably to build a kingdom, and possibly because it reminded him too much of his own 
sins. As disciples, I would say it is better to be honest at all times and trust God for the results 
even if it means confessing our sins or not allowing others to “get away with murder,” even if 
they are key players in a church or organization. 

This isn’t the full story on David’s final instructions to Solomon. On a better note, in 1 
Chronicles, we’ll see David pass on instructions, materials and blueprints to Solomon for the 
building of the temple. 

Vs. 13-25 This is really Solomon cleaning up after David. David, unlike Ahithophel, didn’t set 
his house in order when he died. He allowed this situation with Adonijah to grow out of his 
neglect. 

The issue here was that Adonijah wanted Abishag so he could marry her and use this as a way to 
claim the right to the throne. Legally, according to the law, he couldn’t marry his father’s wife; 
but because David had had no sexual relationship with her, it might not have been considered a 
full marriage. Whether it was legal or not is not the point. Solomon saw through the plan and 
knew who the planners were. 

V. 24 It seems to me that there is a whole lot of me going on in this statement. 

V. 25 This is one of David’s mighty men who became David’s bodyguard. Now he is Solomon’s 
hatchet man. 

Vs. 26-27 Solomon didn’t kill Abiathar because he was a priest. No one from this lineage would 
ever serve as priest again. Note that Jeremiah was from Anathoth, and was a really good guy. It 
is interesting to see that this is the fulfillment of God's judgment on Eli back in 1 Samuel. God is 
very patient in judgment. 
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Vs. 28-35 Now it is Joab’s turn. Joab might have thought that grasping the horns of the altar 
would save him and that Solomon wouldn’t have the nerve to do this. Joab should have died long 
ago. He had brought poison into David’s court.  

V. 33 For me, this seems a little too focused on himself and the line of David. God should 
receive glory and the truth of His Word should be lifted high. 

Vs. 36-46 The final loose end was Shimei. Solomon knew something would happen to make him 
leave Jerusalem. 

In both situations, God was sovereign and removed two potential threats to Solomon. If 
Adonijah, Abiathar and Joab hadn’t tried this idea with Abishag, they might have gone to the 
grave in peace and spread more poison. If Shimei had stayed in Jerusalem and let someone else 
find his slaves, nothing would have happened. Solomon didn’t have to press the issue with these 
men. He needed only to wait on the Lord. 

1 Kings 3:1-3 

There is all sorts of foreboding here. In Deuteronomy 17:16-19, among other things, God 
commands a king to make his own copy of the law (probably the first 5 books of the Bible) by 
hand and under the supervision of the Levites, and then to read from it every day of his life. 
Solomon was a busy man and I doubt he ever did that. 

Why did Solomon make an alliance with Egypt, especially through marriage? Israel had been 
warned that if they allowed their sons to marry women who worshiped other gods, these women 
would eventually turn their hearts. What was he thinking? Why didn’t Solomon depend on a 
sovereign God for peace? Why does God seem so silent here? Did Solomon consult the Lord? 
Did he ask a priest to roll the Urim and Thummim? I doubt it. I guess there is a liability for being 
too smart and too “wise.” 

V. 3 You will see this only often among the kings. I think Josiah is the only one who put an end 
to worshiping on the high places. Again, later, Solomon will, himself, sacrifice to foreign gods 
on these and other high places. It was forbidden in the law to offer anywhere besides the 
tabernacle. A wise king, blessed by God, could have put an end to that kind of worship and 
drawn the people to worship as God had intended. God’s silence doesn’t mean His approval. 

As disciples, we see that some of the little tendencies of these men of God became huge failures 
later and led them, and others, into ruin. Organizationally, everyone has an opinion about things, 
but where the Word is crystal clear, we need to stay with the Word. No compromise. Personally, 
we need to look at ourselves too. Do we allow ourselves the luxury of committing little sins? We 
are no better than these men. It is better that we lay things aside now and focus on the harvest. 
Once our work is done and we’re in heaven, we’ll enjoy true vivid joy and enjoyment; and we 
won’t miss the “joys of life” we thought we would miss here on earth, if we focused too steadily 
on following the Lord into the harvest. 

Acts 5  

Vs. 1-11 The church was young, only weeks old. During this crucial beginning period of the 
church, God did something here, to protect the church, that, thankfully(?), He doesn’t do today.  

Ananias and Sapphira had seen the reaction of the church leaders to Barnabas’ selfless sale of his 
property and his giving of the entire sum to the apostles. They wanted that kind of “fame” for 
themselves, to be known among the apostles and in the church. Their sin was not that they didn’t 
give all the money, but that they said they gave all the money. They really sold it for more than 
they said and kept a good part of the proceeds for themselves. Their sin was their claim that they 
were super-sacrificial, having given it all, in order to gain fame and importance in the church. 



  22 
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible 

Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com 

V. 3 This verse is used to show the personhood and deity of the Spirit. You cannot lie to a 
“force;” you can only lie to a person. In v. 4 it says that lying to the Spirit is lying to God. The 
Holy Spirit is a Person, the third member of the Trinity. 

V. 10 What would you think if your service for the Lord was burying disobedient Christians? 
You’d definitely have job security. Frankly, I hate digging holes, but today we use backhoes.  

V. 11 Fear in the church was the intended result. For now there was fear. That wouldn’t last, and 
God wouldn’t keep striking down disobedient Christians. This was a special time. 

Vs. 12-16 Notice that the church keeps growing and that all of the apostles are doing signs and 
wonders. So I’m guessing the church was now at least a third of the population of Jerusalem. 
Many of the people who came to Christ who were there for Pentecost would eventually return to 
their homes in the Gentile world. The gospel was going out. 

Vs. 17-26 Isn't it interesting to think that God let the apostles get arrested so He could break 
them out? God was doing big things in a big way. And then God broke them loose from prison, 
not for them to escape, but to send them back into harm’s way. 

Vs. 27-32 This is supernatural boldness in the face of these frustrated leaders. Notice that Peter 
referred to the God of our fathers. This is a great little message. 

Vs. 33-42 Now the leaders wanted to imitate their "father" by killing the apostles. We haven’t 
heard this yet, but Gamaliel’s star pupil was the Pharisee Saul, soon to become the Apostle Paul. 
Gamaliel was a Pharisee speaking to Sadducees. He must have been well respected for them to 
listen to him.  

Vs. 38-39 This shows that Gamaliel was perceptive enough to see that something strange was 
going on. I think his sincerity, even in error, is reflected in his star pupil. Saul of Tarsus was 
deadly sincere. 

V. 40 I find it cute that, to feel good about themselves, the leaders had to rough up the apostles. 

Vs. 41-42 But the word around town was that the council wouldn’t do anything to them; 
therefore, they must be OK. Again, this is another example of Luke showing Theophilus and all 
of his readers, that the Jewish authorities had no real or legal complaint against the disciples or 
Christianity. In a sense, the church was declared “not guilty.” 

As disciples we don't always want to put ourselves completely in God's hands, but we have the 
words of Jesus and stories like these to tell us it's OK. God will glorify Himself and help us if we 
trust Him, even if the way looks tedious or hard. God allowed the apostles to be arrested in order 
to break them out, have them preach and confuse the leaders and get Gamaliel to say what he 
said. God will do the same with us if we wait and follow. 

Psalm 125  

In going to Jerusalem to worship, the direction is not given as north, south, east, or west. It is 
simply “up.” As the worshipers approached the rocky, defensible heights of the city surrounded 
by mountains, they thought of the Lord being the one on high, who protects and surrounds His 
people. 

Vs. 1-2 The people singing this knew that Zion had experienced its share of affliction. Yet, God 
still protected the city as He had promised. Even after the exile, He brought them back to Zion. 
And in the future, the Lord will rule from Zion. 

V. 3 God would not allow foreign powers to completely dominate the city or the land, or there 
would have been a loss of hope. 
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Vs. 4-5 Rather than closing with a prayer for the city, there is a call to the Lord for justice. Those 
who were righteous would be the ones who the Lord would use in leading Zion to blessing. The 
presence of evildoers brought God's judgment. The judgment of the wicked would bring the 
peace Israel and Zion needed. 

Proverbs 16:25  

This is a very famous verse that I’ve used a lot in witnessing. The older people get, the more they 
either think they have it figured out or they figure it doesn’t matter if you figure it out. Without 
Jesus, the end is death. 

JUNE 8  

1 Kings 3:4-4:34  

It will take us several chapters to get to the sobering part of Solomon’s story, but the final verse 
from yesterday says that Solomon really loved the Lord. That is not to be doubted. Yet, that love 
can fade or get out of tune. Jesus gave us a tuning fork to keep our love for Him always at the 
right pitch. - Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. (John 14:21) 
As we read of Solomon’s life, we’ll see that the wisest man on earth wasn’t very alert to keeping 
God’s commandments. When we read Solomon’s final journal entries regarding life on earth, 
Ecclesiastes, we’ll see that although God gave Solomon wisdom, Solomon didn’t know God well 
at all. 

1 Kings 3 

Vs. 4-14 This is a very famous portion of Scripture. 

V. 4 Notice that Solomon offered sacrifices on this high place. How do you process the fact that 
it was forbidden in the law to sacrifice anywhere other than at the tabernacle, which was in 
Jerusalem at this time? 

It seems to me that God was willing to show a lot of grace and forgiveness in encouraging people 
to approach Him. Just so we all understand it, this is still a violation of the law; and this 
violation, sacrificing in places other than the tabernacle (and later, the temple), will lead the 
people into such idolatry that Israel will be thrown out of the land into exile. I’m sure it was 
allowed by the kings because the sacrifices were to God, but it seems to me, particularly 
following Christ in this world in this time, it is utterly dangerous for us to disobey and then say 
we’re doing it for God. God’s silence doesn’t always mean He approves. 

V. 6 As you think of what you've read and know about David, and then read the statements you 
see here regarding David's faithfulness, righteousness and uprightness in heart, how do you 
understand God's grace and kindness to us? What does God really want? Apparently, He 
received that from David. 

V. 7 Solomon was between 20 and 24 when this happened. 

V. 12 This seems like an unconditional promise. Solomon would be the wisest, most discerning 
person that ever walked the planet, other than Jesus. If you know the story of Solomon’s life, 
that’s pretty sobering news. Knowing wisdom doesn't mean acting wisely, but more on that later. 
The sin within us can make fools of the best of us. 

V. 15 It's interesting that after God spoke to him in the dream, Solomon made an offering to the 
Lord in the tabernacle in Jerusalem. It may be that God's kindness inspired Solomon to 
obedience. 
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Vs. 16-28 This is a cool story and Solomon was probably the only one who could have pulled 
this off. He must have seen something in the women that told him this "ploy" would work. We 
can see that God brought this situation about, so that He could make Solomon's wisdom known. 

1 Kings 4 

This chapter is kind of a general summary of the good years of Solomon's reign. It not only 
shows the blessing of God on Solomon and Israel, but it shows the effects of the wisdom God 
gave Solomon. We'll see in 1 Chronicles that David did a lot of organizing too, but Solomon's 
wisdom wasn't just in poems and proverbs, he was a master of organization. We'll see this again 
with some other kings. A sign of God's blessing was that He gave them the ability to order the 
land and the worship of the people. 

Vs. 1-28 The grandeur of Solomon's kingdom is not judged or commented on as being wrong. It 
was allowed by God. However, Solomon did some things wrong here, even within this 
description. The point, I believe, is to show that Solomon, humanly speaking, could have made 
an empire. What he actually chooses to do is something no great king would have called his 
crowning achievement. 

V. 8 A famous movie is hiding here. "Ben" meant "the son of." 

Vs. 29-34 God's wisdom in Solomon was becoming a witness to the world, and that wisdom 
would draw many nations to Israel. 

Acts 6  

Especially when thinking about the decisions the Jewish leaders made, and particularly the words 
of Gamaliel in the last chapter, it is interesting to wonder where Luke got his information, 
especially when he is quoting what went on behind closed doors.  

First, Paul had been a Pharisee and may have been in some of these meetings. 

Second, many Pharisees and priests came to Christ. Also, many Roman officials came to Christ. 
Paul mentions a guy at the end of Romans, Erastus, the city treasurer of Corinth. In this case 
now, in Jerusalem, with so many people coming to Christ, there weren't too many closed doors to 
talk behind any more. 

Third, the Holy Spirit was also there, listening through the keyhole. 

Vs. 1-6 Growth brings challenges. So where did the widows come from? According to 
Robinson's Word Pictures it worked like this:  

First, you had two types of Jews: Jews who were more conservative and Hebrew in background 
and Jews who grew up in other lands and were more tolerant of other cultures. Those Jews in 
Israel and in deeply conservative circles spoke Hebrew and Aramaic. Those Jews, like Barnabas 
and Stephen, who lived outside of Israel, though they followed the law and didn't live like 
pagans, spoke their home language and Greek. Greek was the common language of the Roman 
Empire. There was friction between these different types of Jews. 

Second, you had all sorts of people coming to Christ, including different types of Jews and 
widows. Widows were usually given financial help from the temple offerings. Now that these 
widows claimed Christ, they had lost their social security. Suddenly the church was thrust into 
the role of helping these new believing widows, because their new faith in Christ had caused 
them to lose financial support. 

This situation was a ticking bomb. Believe it or not, the Jews back then were deeply 
nationalistic. If you mentioned the word "Gentile" in the wrong setting, they went ballistic. Look 
at Acts 22:21-23. Believe it or not, the believing Jews were almost as bad. Nationalism dies a 
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slow death even among believers, and we will see this in Acts. In fact, this prejudice on the part 
of the Hebrew Christians will be important to observe. 

V. 2 Note that there was no teaching on gifts yet. Notice too that the apostles had been helping in 
the distribution. 

V. 3 This seems to be the official beginning of the office of deacon. 

V. 5 Note that they all had Greek names. 

V. 7 You can imagine that if the growth caused challenges in the church because of the need to 
feed widows, then having a priest come to Christ would also create some challenges. They would 
no longer have jobs or income. And, they would come fully loaded with a lot of religious 
baggage. But back to the good news, they were now followers of Jesus. 

Vs. 8-15 Miracles had become a major aggravation to the Jewish leaders, but up until now, the 
only signs that had been done were by Hebrew Christians, the Apostles. The Jewish leadership 
was already struggling with that. Now, signs are being done by a Hellenistic (Greek) Jewish 
Christian. O Weh! 

V. 9 Some think this was Saul of Tarsus' synagogue. Saul (Paul) may have been one of those 
who tried to argue with Stephen. 

V. 12 This is the first time in Acts that Luke mentions the people being mad at Christians. It is 
interesting that it was directed toward a Hellenistic Jewish Christian. There is a tone of 
nationalism in this. 

V. 15 The council would have been the Sanhedrin. This was the same group that ordered the 
death of Jesus. Nick and Joe belonged to, or had belonged to, this group. Some think that Saul 
the Pharisee was part of this group. Obviously, as this story proceeds, we know that Saul was 
present. 

So, what does the face of an angel look like? That sounds impressive, but in three days they will 
be throwing stones at him. This young Hellenistic believer was about to become the first person 
who was killed for his testimony for Jesus. Figuratively speaking, he is standing in the harvest 
proclaiming Christ, bearing an invisible cross on his shoulder. He was willing to die to follow 
Christ in the harvest. 

Psalm 126  

This psalm was apparently written by one of the worship leaders after the return of the Jews from 
exile in Babylon. It was a slow rebuilding process with many dangers and challenges. Some of 
this rebuilding, and the emotion thereof, is recorded in Ezra 3:8-15. It might have been during 
that time that this psalm was written as an inspiration and comfort for the people to look to the 
future. 

Vs. 1-3 This was like phase one of God's blessing. He had brought them back from captivity. 
That was something almost unheard of in that ancient world, and as we'll see, it was a great work 
of grace on God's part. 

Vs. 4-6 Now they prayed for God to turn the fortunes of the people. The empty riverbeds of the 
people's lives were to be restored to freshness like the empty riverbeds in the desert after a rain. 
There were tears that would be replaced by joy, and the one who sowed in the empty land would 
rejoice with a great harvest. I'm sure the writer meant this both literally and figuratively. 
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Proverbs 16:26-27  

Laura and I were talking this morning how it seems that all of us would look and live a lot better, 
if God dumped us into a place where the need was desperate, where we had to care for others, 
where living the mission as disciples caused us sacrifice and hunger. Our bodies and our minds 
would be more toned and ready for action. 

The reality for us as disciples is that we don't have to be thrown into the ghettos and jungles of 
the third world to find desperation. We live among it; the harvest is here. But it takes walking by 
the Spirit to see it. Unfortunately, because it is so easy to live a life focused on comfort and the 
flesh, as opposed to the spirit, we struggle to see the need around us and we struggle even more 
to live a focused life. 

This worthless person, in contrast to the one who is forced to act because of his need, doesn't 
have an urging that commands his time and energy and drive. Instead, his lack of focus tends to 
run downhill into trouble. 

God has given us this mission for our health too. Blessed are those disciples who hunger now. 
That hunger is a choice to be focused on following Christ in the harvest. Once we have that 
hunger, we can make it work for us; and Jesus promises that if that hunger drives us, we will be 
satisfied. 

JUNE 9 

1 Kings 5-6  

It might help in today's reading to find an online diagram of the plan of Solomon’s temple. 

1 Kings 5 

Vs. 1-12 I find it interesting that there was love between Hiram and David. You don't hear of that 
between national leaders today. Keep the name of Hiram in mind. Later he will say some words 
that will give us an indication that all was not well. 

V. 7 I think Hiram was not only blessed to see that God had given David a wise son, but notice 
that Solomon's request is the focus of his reign. He wanted to build a temple to the Lord. Most 
kings with Solomon's wisdom and potential would have wanted to create an empire. 

Vs. 13-18 Solomon was an organizing machine. Who says God isn't into detail? 

1 Kings 6 

Vs. 1-10 These dates are interesting, and they have helped conservative scholars pinpoint the 
times of people and events in the OT. According to the Bible Knowledge Commentary-OT, p. 
499, since we have the dates of Solomon's reign, these 480 years puts the Exodus in the year 
1446 B.C. 

Remember that a cubit is 18 inches or about one and a half feet. Again, according to the BKC-
OT, p. 499, the temple was only 2700 sq. ft. The stone work took time. The craftsmanship took 
time. And of course, overlaying everything with gold took time. But when you think about 
rebuilding a temple today with our materials, a 2700 sq. ft. building would be a piece of cake. 
And the temple didn’t have electricity or plumbing. 

Vs. 11-13 This was God's encouragement to Solomon during the building of the temple. I 
wonder if Solomon obeyed the command to make his own handwritten copy of the law and to 
read it daily. This promise is very gracious, but the "down side," if you want to call it that, would 
be that Solomon would have to obey. 
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Vs. 14-36 What I find interesting is that he refers to Solomon. Apparently he had his hand in the 
design and the crafting of almost everything. When we get to Solomon's dedication of the 
temple, he will become I and it might sound like he took too much ownership. We'll see. 

Vs. 37-38 This is interesting information. It seems like something you might need for 
"Millionaire" or "Trivial Pursuit," but it will give an interesting slant on things soon. You 
wonder, if it only took seven years to build the temple, and if Solomon reigned for 40 years, 
what did he do in those other years? For the answer to that question, we have the story of the end 
of his life and the book of Ecclesiastes.  

Acts 7:1-29  

Vs. 1-29 Now, if you've ever read this sermon, you know that Stephen is killed at the end of it. If 
you are like me, you are tempted to think Stephen was killed because the sermon was so long 
and senseless and scatterbrained. But, alas, Stephen, speaking under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, actually had a point. So here we go. The point of the entire sermon is in 7:51. Read that, 
and now, as you read through this for the next three days, look for alternating descriptions of 
obedience vs. resistance, constant change and movement, and the difference between God's grace 
and doing stuff in the flesh. 

If you want a great description of Stephen's sermon, read p. 369 of the Bible Knowledge 
Commentary-NT. 

V. 25 This is interesting in thinking about what Moses did in the book of Exodus. It shows that 
he was fully aware that God had put it in his heart to deliver the people of Israel when he killed 
the Egyptian. Moses just hadn’t sought God or God’s way. 

Psalm 127  

Interestingly enough, this psalm is written by Solomon, the builder. What a coincidence that we'd 
read this today. 

Solomon's early years as king were amazing in terms of the things he built and said. It is 
undeniable that he had a heart for God. That makes what happens to him later absolutely horrific, 
and it ought to strike a deep humility into the heart of every disciple. The sickness of sin in us is 
so much more powerful than we think. 

This psalm was to be sung by the pilgrims coming up the heights to Jerusalem. Probably, they 
could see the temple and the gold and the grandeur of Solomon's Jerusalem. This psalm, then, is 
a very mature and godly perspective on their lives and their worship.  

Vs. 1-2 Our hope is in God to build our lives as we follow Him. Our hope is on God to protect us 
as we follow Him.  

Vs. 3-5 The next generation is the true heritage of the Lord. 

If only Solomon would have lived that. As disciples following Christ in the harvest, these 
records of the lives of David, Solomon, and others have been recorded for us to learn from. We 
need to imitate the good and to avoid the traps they fell into. For many of us, there will be a test. 

Proverbs 16:28-30  

I remember one time after reading this, being in a three-way conversation; and when one of the 
people was talking, saying something I guess I didn't agree with, I looked at the other person and 
winked. This verse came immediately to mind. Boy, did I feel bad. I would like to think I'm not 
the dishonest man or the man of violence or the "winker," but in the right (or wrong?) 
circumstances, I can be. 
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So, turning the proverb to the positive, an honest man is not simply passive, but spreads 
understanding and brings people together. A man of peace wins his neighbors' trust to lead him 
in a way that is good for him. A disciple of Christ is transparently honest, wise as a serpent, but 
innocent as a dove, seeking to lead others to Christ and to make disciples, who make disciples, 
glorifying the Father by bearing much fruit for Him. Something like that. 

JUNE 10  

1 Kings 7  

Vs. 1-12 Although it may look as if Solomon was directing the building of the temple and was 
also making his house/palace at the same time, later it will say that the entire time was 20 years. 
So, he built the temple first, and then his palace. It is interesting to see that immediately after it 
mentions that he worked on the temple for seven years, it says he worked on his own house for 
13 years. It should also be noted that although the ESV doesn't begin v. 1 with a conjunction, the 
Hebrew has one. It should either be, "and" or "but." I don't see this as being negative, per se. The 
temple was a fairly small and simple building: No kitchens, bathrooms or bedrooms. A palace 
would have been a lot bigger and much more complicated. In retrospect, however, knowing how 
the story ends, you know that Solomon's pursuits became obsessions. As Jesus told Martha, but 
one thing is necessary. Solomon definitely missed that memo. 

Vs. 13-51 Hiram must have been a popular name. This, obviously, is not the king, but a very 
skilled worker/artist. When you read all of this detail, you realize that Solomon, inspired by the 
Spirit, was quite an artist too. 

Vs. 27-39 These 10 stands in v. 27 were like butcher block tables on wheels, for preparing the 
sacrifices. This was not something God had included in the tabernacle. The 10 basins for 
washing in v. 38 went with the stands. Definitely they were a great idea if the preparation of a lot 
of animals was necessary. Solomon must have thought this would be a nice touch and an 
upgrade.  

V. 51 We'll read later that David did a lot of planning for the temple and amassed huge amounts 
of gold, silver and bronze to build the temple. I don't know if this means Solomon put what was 
left over in the treasury, or that he didn't use what David saved and put it all in the treasury. 

I think for us as disciples, the moral of the story here might be to make sure we are spending 
more of our time following Christ in the harvest, making disciples, rather than falling into the 
obsession of making a "heaven on earth" for ourselves on this dying planet.  

Acts 7:30-50  

Remember to look for examples of Israel rejecting God and seeking to do things their own way. 

Vs. 30-43 This is the rebellion against God and His prophet Moses. As much as the people 
revered Moses, our reading of Exodus through Deuteronomy revealed that the people only kind-
of-sort-of obeyed Moses. 

V. 35 Note how this sentence fits into the "eventual" point Stephen will be making (v. 51). Also, 
note how Stephen and the Spirit refer to this Moses. I’m reminded of Jesus’ words to the 
Pharisees in John 5:45-47, “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who 
accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would 
believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?” 

Vs. 44-50 It seems that Stephen is saying that God changed the venue of worship. This would 
point to what Jesus said about true worship being in spirit and in truth. In Jesus, God again was 
changing (really, pointing to) where real worship would take place. 
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Tomorrow there will be a lot of changes for the church in Jerusalem and we'll meet Saul of 
Tarsus. 

Psalm 128  

This song sung by the worshipers coming to Jerusalem focused them on true prosperity and 
fulfillment.  

Vs. 1-2 True prosperity begins with the fear of the Lord (mentioned twice). It changes us so that 
what we do in life bears fruit for God. 

Vs. 3-6 And this attitude of heart and focus is fulfilled in family, in this case, a fulfilled wife and 
children. 

Proverbs 16:31-33  

Gray hair is meant to equate age with wisdom. I wish that was always true. So, what does this 
person crowned with wisdom know? What have they mastered? They know to be slow to anger 
and to control their spirit. They know that in spite of the chaos and the arrogance of man, God is 
really in charge and working His plan of redemption to completion in Christ. Paraphrasing what 
Paul told Timothy, they know how to act in godliness, righteousness, faith, love, steadfastness 
and gentleness, in all situations, because God is in charge. 

JUNE 11  

1 Kings 8  

This is one of the great prayers in the Bible. It has faith, emotion and truth and even the idea that 
for a time, Solomon grasped some aspects of the redemptive purpose of God.  

This prayer and the dedication of the temple highlight a point in Israel's history that had never 
been reached before, and hasn't happened since. They were at peace. You can see Solomon's 
reign as a partial fulfillment of the promise to Abraham. 

Look for all sorts of recurring words and themes. There is a very clear structure in Solomon's 
prayer that is given from the Spirit of God. Take time to observe the progression. The 
progression of this prayer will be true of Israel's history. As you read these progressions or 
situations, think of what you know of Israel's history where something like this happened. God 
was preparing the nation. On the positive side of things, look for words like hear, forgive, pray, 
plea, turn, acknowledge. Look for references to the nations. On the cautionary side of things, 
notice Solomon's use of I. 

Vs. 1-11 The older southern side of Jerusalem was called the city of David. The ark and the 
tabernacle had been located there, but everything was moved to the north side of the city where 
the temple was. 

There is a map in the Bible Knowledge Commentary-OT on p. 506 that might help here. If you 
can find it online, it is called “Jerusalem in the Time of the Kings.” 

It is interesting that immediately after the ark was placed and the priests left, the glory of the 
Lord filled the house of the Lord. This is exactly where Isaiah will see the glory of the Lord in 
those famous verses of Isaiah 6. 

Vs. 12-26 The desire David had, years ago, which led to the covenant with David, was now 
fulfilled probably more than 30 years later. As we'll see in Chronicles, the temple was David's 
passion, and it had become Solomon's passion. Solomon asked for God's blessing by recounting 
both the promise to David and the promises to the fathers. I notice the use of "I" by Solomon. I 
might be reading something into that, because I know what is coming in Solomon's history. 
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Vs. 27-30 This sort of reminds me of Moses pleading with God to allow His presence to dwell in 
the midst of His people. What is interesting is that God was willing to bless and heed this 
request. Even when the temple was destroyed (ironically, something Solomon helped initiate) 
God blessed the prayers of men like Daniel who obeyed God and prayed toward the temple 
ruins. The great significance of what Solomon accomplished in building the temple and in this 
prayer was that God chose Zion as His city and His resting place. God’s acceptance of this 
worship and the promise He makes to this city and this mount will resonate throughout all time. 
When the new heavens and the new earth are established after the Millennium, we don’t know if 
there will be a new Milwaukee, but we know there will be an eternal new Jerusalem. 

Vs. 31-53 This is the catalog of events that Solomon prayed God would forgive when the people 
prayed toward the temple. This is a good exercise for you, and the paragraph breaks will help 
you see the different situations and themes. One thing to see here is that there is a definite 
prophetic element. Solomon is predicting the Babylonian exile and the restoration of the people 
to the land and to Jerusalem. 

Vs. 54-61 Verses 56-58 are like the program of God for Israel that will unfold over thousands of 
years and be completed in the Millennium. The Millennial Kingdom of Christ is where Israel 
will find its rest, where God will prove that He did not leave or forsake them and where the 
inclination of their hearts will be to worship the Messiah. 

V. 60 This seems to give the idea that Solomon did have a sense for God's purpose in Israel. It is 
interesting to me, that in all of what he says, Solomon speaks of the promises to Moses as having 
been fulfilled in David and in himself. He never mentions Abraham. If history has depth, 
Solomon doesn't go deep enough to really understand, that what is happening is really a partial 
fulfillment of God's plan of redemption as spoken to Abraham. God revealed His truth 
progressively, a little at a time, and Solomon might have been one of those kings who desired to 
look deeper and see the truths that you and I know and often take for granted. 

V. 61 At this time Solomon and all the people were as wholly devoted to the Lord as they would 
ever be. 

Vs. 62-66 With these large numbers of sacrifices you wonder about the timeframe. Just think 
logistically, how long it would have taken to march these animals in, kill, prepare and burn them. 
Most likely this happened over two weeks as the Septuagint reading (note at the bottom of the 
page) suggests.  

Also, if only the priests and Levites could eat of the sacrificial offerings, and all of Israel was at 
this 1-2 week feast, there were probably animals being prepared for meals all over the place, and 
the entire area must have been packed with people. Interestingly enough, this would have taken 
place around the Day of Atonement and the Feast of the Tabernacles. We are told in Nehemiah 
that they didn't celebrate the Feast of the Tabernacles, but the Day of Atonement was the key 
national event. 

My only comment here for us is that each of us has experienced a day or an emotional high like 
this. They're nice, but they don't last. All of that emotion and devotion is real on that day, but our 
race lasts a lifetime, or as long as God gives us to follow Christ in the harvest on earth. 
Worshipping God in Spirit means that daily worship is spirit on spirit, not based on the flesh or 
what the flesh needs, craves or recognizes as worship. Each day as we follow Christ in the 
harvest we are to worship in spirit and in truth. That makes for a very stable and unswerving 
walk. 

Acts 7:51-8:13  

Vs. 51-53 You know, when you preach, as your mouth speaks, you notice sometimes that your 
brain can be thinking completely different thoughts. It's almost like thinking ahead of your 
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mouth and weighing or deciding how to formulate something or even anticipating the result. I 
wonder if, as Stephen was saying v. 51, he was thinking, "Spirit, you know, if I say that, they'll 
probably kill me." I wonder if he heard the Spirit say back to him, "Yeah, I'm cool with that. 
How about you?" 

We are about to head into some examples of Christians whose lives were used as martyrs to 
make a statement. What would we think if God's purpose for our lives was to show that someone 
was willing to die for Him? Again, it all comes back to our spiritual understanding of God, life 
and the world. A disciple lives for Christ in the harvest to bring glory to God. If death is how we 
glorify Him, great. We know that we end up in heaven, getting R&R, sitting on a lounge chair 
with something cool to drink, looking at the ….(fill in the blank), enjoying the presence and 
glory of God. Now, God uses the lives of His martyrs for many, many purposes, but they don't 
see that. They only know that hot, pulsing moment when they bear witness for Christ. 

Vs. 54-60 You'd want to attribute this rabid reaction to Stephen to the work of Satan, but since 
Satan isn't mentioned, it must be that we humans can do this all by ourselves. 

It is interesting that Stephen saw Jesus standing, as if to welcome him, and he kept on speaking. 

Now, Saul is mentioned here. It is thought that Saul was a very young member of the Sanhedrin 
and was also a member of the synagogue where Stephen had been a member. They probably 
knew each other. Whatever the reason was for Saul's anger, he was about to go postal. The fact 
that they laid their garments at Saul's feet probably means that he took some organizational 
responsibility for what was happening. If in fact, he was a member of the Sanhedrin, then giving 
his approval meant he was representing the religious leadership of Israel. 

Acts 8:1-13 

Vs. 1-3 Saul (Paul) will mention this again, particularly that he took the women too. That he took 
women also, making families parentless, seems to show the violence and intensity of his hatred 
for Christians. 

Vs. 4-8 I've heard some preachers say that this persecution was because the Christians didn't 
obey Acts 1:8 and were becoming cemented into Jerusalem. I can't see that. There was nothing 
negative. God brought the church to a full and complete "ripeness," and then sent them out. It 
doesn't mention that they went crying. Actually they went with joy, preaching.  

V. 5 All directions from Jerusalem were "down." Actually Philip went north. Now, Philip was a 
Hellenistic Jewish Christian. A Hebraic Jewish Christian would never have preached to the 
Samaritans. Philip was another one of the seven and now he was being put into action by the 
Spirit. 

Vs. 9-13 Simon recognized that the power Philip had was legitimate and from God the Spirit. 
Simon had performed acts using assistance from demons. What we are seeing in Simon is the 
beginning of seeking power in Christianity, without seeking the Lord of Christianity. We saw the 
seeking of position in the church with Ananias and Sapphira. This is another kind of sickness 
that has crept in. Satan is no fool. If you can't beat 'em, join 'em. 

Now you won't hear this until tomorrow because this reading for today ends here, so I'll tell you 
now that this situation is not normal. Not normal how? The people had believed in Jesus and 
been baptized, but they had not received the Spirit. That is not normal. Today, the instant a 
person confesses Christ as Savior they are baptized, sealed and indwelt with the Spirit. In this 
situation in Acts, it would not be until Hebraic Jewish Christians came to see what had happened, 
so the Spirit could use their testimony to defuse their Jewish sense of nationalism and hate for 
the Samaritans, that the Spirit would be given. This "giving of the Holy Spirit" is not "normal" 
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for today. What is being underscored is that many of the events in Acts were for the time of the 
beginning of the church. 

Psalm 129  

This song of pilgrims approaching Jerusalem for worship was probably written after the exile. 
Zion is the city that had been destroyed by the nations, and though they and their fathers had 
been swept into other lands, God had shown His faithfulness by bringing them back to Zion. 

Vs. 1-4 Israel was a target from its inception. Satan sought to ruin it using the nations to corrupt 
the witness of God among the nations. They became the "everyman" for humanity to show how 
each of us would act in the presence of God. We would rebel and seek to kill God, just like they 
did to Jesus. 

Vs. 5-8 Yet Zion stands as the place where Jesus will reign. God has set a place and a city. All 
who rail against Zion rail against God, and the day will come when God will bless Zion and He 
will stand in that city. Then those who refuse to bless Zion and its King will fail to bless the only 
God. And they'll be in trouble. 

Proverbs 17:1  

Amen. The mind that is set on the Spirit is life and peace. As Jesus said in John 4, the will of the 
Father becomes our food and our delight. 

JUNE 12 

1 Kings 9-10  

1 Kings 9 

Vs. 1-9 So when did this happen? Back when we read 1 Kings 7:1, it seemed that Solomon could 
have built the temple and his house at the same time. Verse 10 says that after twenty years, 
Solomon had completed the king's house. That would mean that the seven years building the 
temple were followed by the thirteen years building the palace. The Lord spoke to Solomon 
before he built the temple and now, twenty years later. If the temple was finished and dedicated 
after seven years, it means that since yesterday's reading, and the dedication of the temple, 
thirteen years have now passed. I wonder why God waited until after Solomon stopped building 
to speak to him. Maybe Solomon was too busy. Isn't it interesting that if you don't look at the 
dates, you might think that God spoke to Solomon the day after he dedicated the temple, simply 
because it's the next thing you read. However, thirteen years had passed. 

Vs. 4-5 Though the promise that the king who would reign forever would come through Judah 
(and now through David) was unconditional, the promise for establishing the throne under 
Solomon was conditional. He had to obey. We know the end of the story: He didn't. After 
Solomon there would never again be an independent, unified Israel. God is full of grace and 
forgiveness, but He doesn't play games. The line of David would only rule over the land of 
Judah. After the exile (which Solomon helps to launch), Israel will never again be a sovereign 
nation with a king. Even though the first governor after the exile will be Zerubbabel, who is in 
the line of David, he is only a governor under Persian authority. After Zerubbabel, the line of 
David passes out of our sight until Jesus. 

Vs. 6-9 How ironic that God will bear testimony to His own righteousness and truth by 
destroying all that Solomon built, should Solomon disobey. God was giving Solomon a very kind 
and gentle warning. 

Apparently, completing the temple and his own house marked a specific point in Solomon's life. 
Now what would he do? When people lose their goal in life, they often drift. I'm amazed at the 
wisdom of the Lord in giving us a mission on earth. To lose our passion for our mission just 
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means we’re drifting on earth. What a waste of time. But to live in the harvest following Christ, 
making disciples, who make disciples, should keep our vision clear and our blood flowing right 
up to the end. Too bad Solomon didn't have anything left but being Solomon. 

Vs. 10-14 So, what is this story about? I think it is showing that there is something wrong with 
Solomon, evidenced in how he treated his friend. The word Cabul is definable from the context: 
worthless or good for nothing. Solomon put so much time into his own pursuits, but very little 
into these cities. He could have turned these places into a paradise, but his focus apparently was 
on himself. 

Vs. 15-28 What do you find in all of this detail? I don't know. I think it's interesting that there is 
one small mention of Solomon's worship and many references to his other activities. This is a 
good place to remember what God had said about what a king was to avoid and what he was to 
do. 

Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order 
to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, “You shall never return that way again.” 
And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire 
for himself excessive silver and gold. 

And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this 
law, approved by the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the 
days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law 
and these statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and 
that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that 
he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. (Deuteronomy 17:16-20) 

Notice in these verses, not only was a king warned what not to do, but also in v. 19 it says he 
should read the law every day of his life. If a king would have obeyed vs. 18-20, humbling 
himself before the Lord, submitting to the Levites, making a copy of the law and reading it every 
day, he would have been guided, protected and warned by the Lord every day. And, according to 
John 14:21-23, he would have known the Lord intimately. It is safe to say that none of the kings 
did this every day for his entire life. We’ve seen the wreckage in David’s life, and Solomon will 
now excel David in terms of damage done to the nation of God and the redemptive plan for 
mankind. 

This is written here for our instruction. If we think we can survive without being in the Word 
every day, we are ignoring the seriousness of the sin within us and we are ignoring what the Lord 
is saying to us through these men. 

V. 28 Apparently Solomon liked gold and ignored Deuteronomy 17:17. Remembering that a 
talent was 75 pounds makes it interesting to figure out the weight of all the mentions of gold that 
Solomon acquired yearly. It isn’t pounds. It is tons. 

1 Kings 10 

Vs. 1-13 What do you observe in this story? It seems to me that it shows the testimony that God 
was making to the nations through His blessing on Israel. This was actually a part of the 
redemptive plan that God sought to work through Israel to the surrounding nations. Moses 
expressed this in Deuteronomy 4:5-9.  

See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should 
do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. Keep them and do them, for 
that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they 
hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever 
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we call upon him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all 
this law that I set before you today? 

Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children 
and your children's children— 

You can see in what the queen of Sheba says in v. 9, that she understood this was of the Lord. I 
wonder if the other "stuff" and all the "bling" didn't get in the way of a full and complete 
testimony to the Lord. 

Vs. 14-29 Think about all of this detail in terms of Deuteronomy 17 above. Even more than 
Solomon ignoring what God said about going to Egypt for horses is that the first thing he did as a 
king was to make an alliance with Egypt and marry Pharaoh's daughter. The worst is yet to come 
and, ironically, Egypt really hurt Solomon. 

As disciples, we have some very grave lessons to learn from Solomon. Up until now we have 
seen some minor "cracks" in his life that seem completely overshadowed by God's blessing and 
Solomon's expressive worship. But the cracks remained and now appear to be getting bigger. 
Regardless of what we have accomplished for Christ, no matter how glowing our devotion has 
been in the past, allowing sin into our lives (as seen with David) brings disaster. Buckle up and 
put on your helmet. What we'll see tomorrow with Solomon will be unbelievable. What will be 
more unbelievable will be God's grace. 

Acts 8:14-40  

Vs. 14-25 Now, you might ask why Peter and John went to Samaria and not Thomas and 
Thaddeus. I think it is because this was a very important event, and the apostles wanted to send 
the two men that God had already singled out as the authoritative voice of the apostles.  

V. 16 The only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus doesn't mean anything was missing 
in the formula, but that everyone knew that the Holy Spirit was missing. 

It is interesting that Peter and John had to lay their hands on the Samaritans. To understand what 
this meant for the Christians in Jerusalem, like Peter and John, try to imagine what it would have 
been like years ago in a very racially bigoted area for a white preacher to have given an altar call 
and have a black man come forward and lay his hands upon him. It shouldn't be assumed that 
just because the apostles and other believers were saved and indwelt by the Spirit that their racial 
prejudices fell away. They didn't. That is part of the drama being played out here by God, 
withholding the Spirit until two leaders of the Jerusalem church (true-blue Jews) saw for 
themselves how the Spirit came upon the despised Samaritans as they laid their hands on them. I 
wonder if they both went for the anti-bacterial gel after they touched them. 

One more thought here: How did they know the people received the Spirit? It doesn't say, yet it 
was noticeable or visible, even by Simon the rat. It can be assumed that there was a display 
similar to what happened to the disciples and apostles on Pentecost. What happens to Cornelius 
(a Gentile) later, we know, will be completely identical to the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. 
The reception of the Spirit in a visible way was a point of connection that helped the Jewish 
Christians let go of their prejudice toward the Samaritans and the Gentiles. 

V. 18 This whole drama with Simon seems like "just a story," but I think it is similar to the story 
of Ananias and Sapphira. With A&S, the threat to the church that would grow would be seeking 
position and status in the church through giving. With Simon we see someone who recognized 
the status that would come with using God's power. You probably think this would be impossible 
to use God's power for personal gain, but Paul tells Timothy it was happening (1 Tim. 6:5); and 
Jesus said that many would come, calling Him Lord, who had prophesied, done mighty works, 
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and cast out demons. The problem was they didn't know Him and He didn't know them. Here, I 
think, we see the first entrepreneur who figured out how to market the blessing of God. 

V. 21 It should be noted that not everyone who recognizes Jesus' person and authority goes to 
heaven. The demons know Jesus, but don't love and follow Him. Simon believed in the reality of 
the power, but he didn't love Christ. He just wanted the power and the honor. In that case, as 
Peter made pretty clear to him, he really wasn't "saved" by what he believed, anymore than the 
demons are saved by what they know to be fact. 

V. 25 I think preaching through the towns of Samaria was a big step for these two guys. At one 
point John was ready to call down fire on the Samaritans. I'll bet Peter and John smiled at each 
other as they realized that Jesus had prepared them for this moment. Maybe they realized this 
was the fulfillment of part of what Jesus had told them in His final words to them in Acts 1:8, 
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth. 

Jerusalem: Check! Judea and Samaria: Check! Now for the ends of the earth… 

Vs. 26-40 The Ethiopian eunuch, not Cornelius, was the first Gentile we know who came to 
Christ. So God used Philip, one of the seven, not only to open Samaria, but also the ends of the 
earth. 

V. 26 If an angel of the Lord told Philip to do this, it means Philip must have seen the angel. 
Later, Philip will be given instructions by the Spirit. I assume this was an audible voice in his 
head. It must have been an angel that walked up to Philip and told him what to do and Philip 
recognized him, by the Spirit, as being such. 

V. 27 What is interesting is that the eunuch had come to Jerusalem to worship; but because he 
was a eunuch, he was not welcome in the assembly at worship. This would have put this guy a 
step below a proselyte. So, he must have been a very convinced believer in Judaism since he had 
everything else, nationality and physical state, going against him. (I mean, really though, would 
they check you at the door?) 

V. 31 Really. Another "What must I do to be saved?" situation. And the guy was reading Isaiah 
53 (which, by the way, you should memorize). In those days, apparently, you read out loud, so 
Philip knew where he was in the text. 

V. 36 Somehow this doesn't happen every day. 

V. 39 So, the eunuch, we assume, received the Holy Spirit. That would be normal: you believe, 
you receive and the Holy Spirit silently comes in. Philip being swept away was not normal then 
or very normative for today. 

V. 40 Philip is an unsung hero as a disciple. What a guy. We'll see Philip again twenty years later 
at Caesarea toward the end of Acts. Apparently he settled there. Caesarea would become a very 
important hub for the church and the next big Gentile adventure will happen there. 

So, is what we're seeing in Acts completely normative for today? We don't see believers saved 
without receiving the Spirit. This was for the period of Acts, to convince the apostles. I have 
never heard of anyone taken miles away instantly after baptizing someone. Can God do it today? 
Sure. Is it a common occurrence? No, not even in Acts. Yet, as disciples, the leading of the Spirit 
in Acts, though not as dramatic today, might be closer to the norm than we think. The question 
has more to do with our willingness to focus our lives on following Christ in the harvest, making 
disciples and being led by the Spirit. 
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Psalm 130  

I'm sure as the pilgrims came to Jerusalem three times a year, many people couldn't completely 
resonate with every psalm being sung, because their hearts were being pressed by their 
circumstances. In worship there is a sense of knowing that God is our only hope, and we wait on 
the deliverance and answer only He can give. This psalm would have echoed their deep need to 
find hope and comfort in God. 

Vs. 1-2 At this point we don't know why they are pleading for mercy, but they are pleading. 

Vs. 3-4 It is for their personal sin. Which of us cannot cry out to God for mercy for what we've 
done this past week, much less in the past three months or the past year? Do you remember the 
weight of your sin before you knew Jesus? Do you sense the weight of the sin within you now? 

Vs. 5-6 What wonderful words. Our souls wait for the Lord and we hope in His Word. But our 
waiting is over because we know the living Word and we live with Him every day. 

Vs. 7-8 Notice all of the key themes of life: hope, love, redemption and forgiveness from our sin, 
oh, and the Lord. 

There is a kind of living in affliction and waiting before God that is constant and godly, and you 
are only trained for it by living on this planet, being afflicted and having to wait. The result of 
momentary affliction is that we cry out to God and learn that He is our hope and our deliverance. 
This can produce a spiritual sense of affliction and waiting. You see the world as God sees it, and 
you make the choice to be "hungry now" and to "weep now" as we walk this planet following 
Christ in the harvest. You live, crying out, waiting on and clinging to God, our hope. We learn to 
keep crying out even in joy. The urgency of this life doesn't diminish if we’re doing well or in a 
good mood. We learn to see things in the spiritual, and the spiritual situation is pretty sobering 
and desperate. 

Jesus said that the person who is forgiven much…loves much. If we know how deeply needy we 
are and how deeply urgent the drama of this life is, the love of Christ and His calling are a great 
source of joy and worship.  

If you have some time and a computer search engine (or concordance), search for the word 
"wait." Then read those occurrences you find in The Psalms and in Isaiah. 

Proverbs 17:2-3  

I guess many things can test the heart. Working for an immature, out-of-control master, foreman 
or boss would not qualify as fun. Acting wisely is the key. Living for the honor of God is the 
heart of our wisdom as disciples. The testing is not God's "plan B." The Father prunes us to 
become more fruitful in the harvest. That is "plan A." 

JUNE 13  

1 Kings 11:1-12:19  

1 Kings 11 

The issue here is not that Solomon fell, it is how he fell and what he fell into. He disobeyed and 
we all disobey, but what happens here is in a class by itself. 

Vs. 1-8 Notice that it mentions the foreign women. This number of wives is beyond excess. Of 
course, it seems limiting to even try to think of a normal marriage in this kind of harem; but if 
Solomon were to have gone through the wives, spending a day and a night with each, it would 
have taken him three years to have made the rotation. In reality, Solomon had no wife as we 
understand a wife and as God planned Eve for Adam. What a lonely guy. You might have 
thought having so many wives would have tamed his sexual appetite, but actually, I think that 
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“appetite” might have been all Solomon really had. He certainly did not have a soul mate and he 
died an empty, lonely man.  

V. 4 So, how old was Solomon when this happened? We know that David was 30 years old when 
he became king of Judah in Hebron. That means he was 37 when he moved to Jerusalem as king 
of the entire nation. David reigned for 40 years: Seven in Hebron and then 33 years in Jerusalem. 
Solomon had to have been younger than 33 when he became king. David needed some time to 
lose perspective, have the first baby with Bathsheba that died, and then to marry Bathsheba and 
have Solomon. Let’s say all of this took 3-5 years. Solomon would then have been made king 
when he was 28-30. 

It took Solomon four years to begin building the temple, and we know that the Lord spoke to 
Solomon after he had spent 20 years building. Those were the first 24 years of his reign. 
Solomon reigned for 40 years and this happened somewhere in the final 16 years. So Solomon, 
like David, would have died when he was about 70. If Solomon began the slide toward idolatry 
in his last 16 years as king, he had to be in his mid to late 50s. These are the years when you 
would think a man would be mature and wise.  

I would suspect that after Solomon stopped building, he had no more goals in life. The 
redemptive mission of Israel wasn't a burning passion for him, so what do you do in midlife 
crisis? In the beginning of Ecclesiastes, which are the reflections of a backslidden and bitter 
Solomon, there is a progression of Solomon "trying out stuff." I'll bet that was his 50's. If so, his 
60's were his ruin. Like his father before him, Solomon's faith was "alive" when he was young, 
but he fell when he was older and stopped building. 

Vs. 5-8 When I was younger, I was often very puzzled about what could have made Solomon 
leave God in such a repulsive way. I don't think it had anything to do with his reason or logic. 
We are much more emotional/need-driven than mind-driven. When it says that Solomon clung to 
these (his wives) in love, my guy sense tells me, with this kind of harem, it was probably a very 
hormonal, fantasy-driven "love." I think that the more Solomon worked, the further away from 
God he drifted until he was emotionally empty. Ashtoreth was a fertility goddess, and the 
worship thereof was very X-rated. These wives had no inhibitions and gave Solomon more than 
he asked for. They lavished him with unrestrained sex, just what a spiritually drifting guy in 
midlife crisis didn't need. Solomon wouldn't be the only man in service for God who walked 
away from God because of his emptiness and his sexual needs. Milcom, Chemosh, and Molech 
were practically the same demon with different names. These monsters received the babies born 
from the fertility rites, as the parents sacrificed the unwanted children in fire, basically throwing 
them into a furnace. Today we've "cleaned it up" and call it abortion. 

I know this is weird, but with as many wives as Solomon had, don’t you think he might have had 
two or more sons? Yet we only hear of one. David had many sons and we have the record of 
their names. It may just be that no other sons are mentioned. Most of the other kings do not have 
any sons mentioned other than the one that succeeded them. I think Solomon must have had lots 
of kids. I doubt he would have sacrificed all of them, but we do know that he must have 
sacrificed some children. 

V. 5 makes it clear that Solomon was involved in the worship himself. It would have been 
horrible enough to have allowed his wives to do this, but he was part of the proceedings. 
Solomon became bent, and then was broken. 

V. 6 This is a place where we can define David's devotion to God and why he is called “a man 
after God’s own heart,” because of this contrast with Solomon. David always followed the Lord, 
except in the situation with Uriah and Bathsheba. David always worshiped the Lord only. 
David's heart was always undivided. David never flirted with any pursuit that became a god to 
him or forced him to dishonor God, except in the situation with Uriah and Bathsheba. Solomon, 
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on the other hand, went after horses, gold and foreign women and all those things they 
represented. From now on, David's devotion to the Lord will become the godly measure of all of 
the other kings. 

Vs. 9-13 Now, with all we have read, isn't it amazing that God didn't just strike down Solomon? 
For the sake of the promise God made to David, God showed him mercy and grace. 

Vs. 14-40 Notice that two of these foes who afflicted Solomon during his last years were hidden 
and helped by Egypt. So much for the usefulness of that "wise" marriage alliance with Egypt. It 
still makes me wonder that Solomon made that alliance without God’s direction, and yet God 
never judged him for it. I don’t think God’s silence is a comfort. 

Vs. 26-40 You would think that this would have caused Jeroboam to have considered himself 
honored by God and that he would have responded to God with devotion and obedience. God 
made him a pretty amazing promise, but sin is a pretty awesome and powerful thing. 

V. 31 The math seems off here, but the tribe of Benjamin was within the land allotment of Judah, 
and by this time, considered as almost one with Judah. It is interesting that both were "royal" 
tribes, both having had kings of Israel. 

V. 40 It seems that Solomon knew of the promise to Jeroboam and tried to kill him to somehow 
short circuit God's plan. That's just what Saul tried to do to David. 

Vs. 41-43 We are not leaving Solomon for good. We'll revisit him in Chronicles, the Song of 
Solomon and in Ecclesiastes. But before we move on, we need to reflect on this terrible end to 
his life. Was he a man of God? Yes. Did he stray from God and dishonor Him? Yes. Was 
Solomon saved? I think so and I think he'll be in heaven. Even today, the harvest field is filled 
with ruined and broken harvesters, disciples of Christ, who, at one time, served fearlessly and 
rescued many in the harvest. All of us have something in us that can and will ruin us. If we let 
down our guard long enough or if we live in isolation from the Word and others who love us, 
that "something" can become dysfunctional and draw us away from our Lord.  

There is the lesson, "there but for the grace of God go I," or let anyone who thinks that he stands, 
take heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10:12). But there is another lesson too. God still loved, reached out 
to, and restored David; and, if Ecclesiastes is the last thing Solomon wrote, maybe that bitter 
man was restored too. Later we'll meet a king who trumped both David and Solomon, who was 
totally evil, who reigned the longest of all the kings, who did utterly irreparable damage and 
whom God redeemed and restored. Where there is true repentance, there must be forgiveness and 
restoration. We cannot be the army that shoots its own wounded. We all have the same disease, 
and though there is a volitional element to our sin, there is a power in sin that is beyond us, even 
if we are indwelt by the Spirit. Our only hope is in our weakness, being led by the Spirit, 
cleansed daily by the Word and following Christ in the harvest. 

Our challenge as disciples, working in the harvest, is to shake the stuff off of us that seems to 
gather in the course of a day, week, month or year. We need to be cleansed in the Word and 
constantly focused on our love for Christ, keeping our hearts, souls, spirits and desires 
undividedly fixed on Him. 

1 Kings 12:1-19 

The first part of the book of Proverbs is written from Solomon to his son. As I mentioned earlier, 
I would think that Solomon had hundreds of sons, but Rehoboam is the only one mentioned. So 
knowing how Solomon ranked as a husband, how do you think he ranked as a father? It is 
interesting to think that we have a book written by a dad to make his son wise, but in the end, 
neither truly was. How tragically sad. The truth of Proverbs stands as inspired by the Spirit, but 
so do God's words, Whatever one sows, that will he also reap (Gal. 6:7). 
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Vs. 1-5 It is interesting that Jeroboam was the spokesman and was willing to let the will of God 
play out. 

Vs. 6-11 Verse 8 has to be one of the saddest verses in the Bible, especially after all we've read 
in Proverbs. 

Vs. 12-19 What did Rehoboam expect? Israel would never again be united until after the exile. 

Acts 9:1-25  

Vs. 1-9 One question is why God waited until now to stop Saul. By this time, Saul had been 
involved in the deaths and beatings of many Christians. In his later testimony in Acts, Paul will 
claim personal responsibility for these deaths and will say he punished Christians, trying to force 
them to blaspheme or renounce Jesus. 

V. 4 Can you imagine Jesus being this gentle with Saul? In Acts 26:14 we learn that Jesus spoke 
to him in Hebrew and observed that it was hard for Paul to kick against the goads. This means 
that Saul was under conviction, yet he kept on going. Deep in his heart he knew something was 
wrong. I tend to think it was because of the testimony of the people he was persecuting and 
beating. These people stood up to Saul with a devotion to Jesus, which more than matched his 
zeal for the law. That reality of faith and conviction, in the face of death, as they were beaten and 
humiliated, and as they died, must have begun to shake him. Now Saul was ready to listen. 

V. 9 Everything you do during intense emotion is remembered. Anger is like pressing the 
"record" button. If you are in an argument, you can replay the audio and video for years, maybe 
for the rest of your life: every shout, every scream, every slap, every expression. Imagine Paul, 
blind for three days. I'll bet he played back every beating, every crying woman, every man 
pleading for his wife, and every refusal to renounce the name that Saul had hated. Imagine 
realizing he had been killing and beating the wrong people. At the end of Paul's life, he still 
called himself the chief of sinners. Paul was forgiven, but I think he still had all the memories 
and lived as a man humbled by God's grace to him. I think this is why God waited until this 
point. 

Vs. 10-19 This was a tough assignment for Ananias. 

V. 16 The Lord not only selected Paul, but the Lord announced very clearly that Paul was 
actually called to suffer for Him. 

V. 18 I wonder if Paul put those in a scrapbook? 

Vs. 20-25 Paul's natural passion was immediately redirected. Now that he really knew the truth, 
he pursued it as deeply as he, thinking he had the truth, had fought against it. 

Paul's early Christian life is a bit of a riddle. He says some things in Galatians that are hard to fit 
into Luke's writing. Notice that in v. 25, Paul has disciples. That would take some time. It is 
usually thought that there is a time gap between vs. 22 and 23. Galatians 1:17 says, nor did I go 
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and 
returned again to Damascus. So apparently, Paul worked in Damascus and left for three years to 
pray and study alone. Then he returned to Damascus, and then they tried to kill him. From 
Damascus, Paul went to Jerusalem and met and stayed with Peter for 15 days, meeting only 
James, Jesus' brother, but not the other apostles. Too bad, I think he would have liked John. 

What's interesting to see in Paul is that Jesus will always lead him into trouble and suffering. 
That was the Lord's design. It looks like it happened because Paul was so deeply passionate. The 
fire in Paul attracted disciples and it inflamed enemies. It wasn't that Paul didn't have social 
skills; it was that he was so fully convinced of the message and the urgency of the mission, that 
people didn't respond with indifference to him or his message about Jesus. 
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Psalm 131  

This is a song written by David for those coming to Jerusalem to worship to prepare their hearts 
in humility and quietness to learn from God. I know that isn't always my attitude in walking into 
a worship service. But even if we mastered that on Sundays, for a disciple, worship is 24/7, in 
spirit and in truth. 

Vs. 1-2 Humility is very hard for us to manage, especially in public. 

V. 3 Hope actually means complete dependence. Complete dependence in faith is also hard for 
us to manage. 

Proverbs 17:4-5  

We all know deep inside, that there is a God and that He keeps track of stuff like this. God is not 
mocked. Respecting Him in humility and dependence helps us care for those who might be 
dependent on Him and us. 

JUNE 14 

1 Kings 12:20-13:34  

1 Kings 12:20-33 

Vs. 20-24 Although it says that only Judah followed the house of David, Benjamin is listed as 
contributing to the army of Judah. God kept this a relatively bloodless civil war.  

V. 24 Rehoboam listened to the man of God, and in humility, he did something wise. 

Vs. 26-33 God had made a promise to Jeroboam and it had been fulfilled to this point. There 
should have been no doubt on Jeroboam’s part that God would fulfill everything. And remember 
too, that Jeroboam was being given one half of one of the most glorious and prosperous 
kingdoms on earth. This is an utterly amazing gift and honor.  

Look at what is influencing Jeroboam. Faith is spiritual, fixed on, and resting in God. The flesh 
is not only of no avail; it can destroy us, others and nations. As disciples these are some of the 
same things that influence us. I don't know about you, but this all seems so unbelievable. He is 
blessed by God and then commits amazing sin to hold on to the gift and the blessing. 

Notice what Jeroboam imitated. He made golden calves in the north and south, and allowed 
worship anywhere. And, he made anyone a priest. Talk about being an equal opportunity 
employer. And in v. 32 he replaced the Day of Atonement with a feast of his own. What a smart 
guy. 

One question here: Why do you think the nation was so easy to push into idol worship? Doesn’t 
it seem like the entire country would have rebelled at leaving the worship of Yahweh like this? 
So, who got the nation ready for this? That's right, the wisest man in the world, by his own 
ungodly example, led Israel into idolatry. Isn't it stunning to think that the man who built the 
temple, as a king, introduced such grave idolatry into the nation for so many years before these 
events, that Israel would never recover. This would eventually lead the nation into exile and lead 
to the destruction of the temple. 

As disciples, we are never perfect. In following in humility, our imperfections are overwhelmed 
by God's grace and forgiveness. We need to beware of having a secret life, as David did for a 
time, and as Solomon must have had privately with his wives, before it became public. Living 
with such a contradiction between belief and practice caused irreparable damage. It appears that 
neither David nor Solomon read the Word daily as they were commanded to do in Deuteronomy.  
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1 Kings 13 

Vs. 1-10 So, what common element ties the events of chapters 12 & 13 together besides the fact 
that the names of both guys end in boam? It seems to me that both were faced with a man of 
God. This begins something very important in the history of Israel and in prophetic history: the 
role of the prophet. God begins sending His messengers before the kings and people, but the 
prophets are ignored or killed. 

V. 2 This will not happen for another 290 years. Josiah will be (in my opinion) the godliest king 
the nation ever had. He will be a brilliant light before the storm hits Israel. 

Vs. 4-10 So, in spite of all of these signs, Jeroboam didn't change. What does that say to you? I 
thought "seeing is believing." We will observe this “seeing is not believing phenomenon” more 
and more. Signs will most often result in showing the deep, controlling sin in people, thus giving 
God basis for judgment. The signs will not move the majority of the people to repentance and 
obedience. 

V. 5 This translation by the ESV is unfortunate. As the prophet was speaking, the altar was not 
"torn down," but it burst apart and spewed the ashes that were on it, defiling everyone in the area. 

Vs. 11-34 Your guess is as good as anyone's regarding the meaning of this story of the man of 
God and the prophet of Bethel. Go nuts making observations and applications. Everything about 
this event is strange for a purpose. 

As I read this this morning it hit me that it may be that the Lord was introducing the concept of 
“parable” into the teaching of Israel. The idea of parables and hidden truth is introduced in Psalm 
78 and it is linked to Israel’s disobedience. Parables, as Jesus used them, were truth in story form 
that would become understood by those who sought, but whose truth would remain veiled to 
those who really didn’t care. Parables reveal the faith or unbelief of the hearer. The use of 
parables is also related to the call of Isaiah in Isaiah 6:8-10. The way that God will now be 
revealing truth to Israel will make it so those who don’t want to see won’t. And those who hear, 
but don’t want to hear, will not understand. 

So, thinking of this entire story as a kind of parable, that is, truth with deeper meaning under the 
surface if you try to understand it. What does it say to you as a disciple living in this present 
darkness? The Spirit had a lot to say to me. 

Vs. 30-32 These verses actually give the message and meaning of the story. The thing God had 
prophesied would surely happen. Judgment was determined and all the circumstances of this 
event showed that every word would be fulfilled. Remember that this guy would be buried next 
to the man of God. We'll revisit both of their bones, and this event, when we read about Josiah 
290 years from now (if you know what I mean). 

Acts 9:26-43  

Vs. 26-30 One of the challenges in understanding how Paul's testimony in Galatians fits here is 
that he says it was three years after his conversion that he went to Jerusalem. So then, it is 
presumed that he left Damascus, went to the Arabia, returned to Damascus and then went to 
Jerusalem. The challenge is that in v. 26, they are still terribly afraid of Paul. If this is all 
accurate, then Paul must have been a very terrible guy who had left wreckage and scars and bad 
memories all over the place. I think that was his reputation. 

V. 27 Paul was trying to find the apostles, but it was like a wacky cartoon. He would come into a 
room and they would sneak away on tiptoes behind him. As everyone else was avoiding Paul, 
Barnabas actively sought out and laid hold of Paul and took him to the apostles. Now, in 
Galatians 1:17, Paul says he only saw the apostles Peter and James (the brother of Jesus); but it 
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should be noted, that the group of apostles was growing. Barnabas would be called an apostle as 
well as others. Apparently Paul meant that he didn't see the Twelve. 

V. 29 That old Paul magic was working again. How do you know Paul was involved in effective 
ministry? People were trying to kill him. 

V. 30 Caesarea was the main seaport. Philip lived there now and so did Cornelius. Peter would 
be there soon. Although Caesarea was northwest of Jerusalem, all directions from Jerusalem are 
"down." Paul was from Tarsus, in what would be modern-day Turkey. Today, Paul would have 
been a Turk by birth. According to Paul, in Galatians, it would be 14 years until he would return 
to Jerusalem. 

V. 31 Notice that when Paul left, they had peace. ☺ Can you imagine the change in Paul's 
identity? Jerusalem and those three feasts each year had been his world. Now Jerusalem was not 
only the scene of his crimes, but also the place where his newly found Savior had bought his 
forgiveness. This city had been his life, and now Paul would not see Jerusalem again for 14 
years. 

Even for us as disciples, radical change is to be expected as we follow Christ on this planet. 
Times, places and people come and go; but for us, Jesus, His love, and His mission become and 
remain our focus, leading us into new seasons of growth, friendships, service, and joy. 

Vs. 32-43 This account of Peter's travels is a very important setup to the next major important 
event in the early church and God’s plan of redemption. 

V. 32 Peter was visiting believers who had been forced to flee Jerusalem. Of course, some of 
those who came to Christ in Jerusalem may have lived in some of these towns and cities. The 
network of faith was spreading throughout Judea and Samaria. 

V. 36 Joppa would have been one of those cities where Philip preached as he walked from 
Azotus to Caesarea. 

V. 42 It is interesting that Peter was staying with a tanner. Jews regarded them as unclean 
because they were always dealing with dead animals. 

There is a reason why God used Peter like this. Obviously, He wanted people healed, but God’s 
plans also had to do with a purpose He had for Peter, an apostle and a true-blue Jew, to knock 
down one huge wall. God is giving Peter a great deal of esteem among the Jewish Christians. 
This respect will come in handy in chapter 11. 

As Christians, we are often overly personality oriented. We read the books and try to figure out 
the talent, faith and abilities that made a person great. It is still God who chooses the person and 
does that work. There are many more talented, faithful, capable people running around and 
serving Christ without renown, than those who serve with public recognition. God decides who 
to give a public name and ministry. Others may be more skilled, more fruitful and more faithful, 
but God just doesn't lift them up. It isn't for a lack of devotion or faith on their part. It just isn't 
the Lord's plan for them. Faithfulness in loving and following Christ in the harvest is the goal, 
not renown or respect. God gives visible ministry to people publicly if and when it is necessary 
for Him and His plan. Peter will pay a price for this and then he will disappear from the record of 
Acts. 

Psalm 132  

No one is sure when this psalm was written; but since we just witnessed Solomon dedicating the 
temple, it seems that this could have been the song that was sung on that occasion. 
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Vs. 1-5 This was the reason for the passion of both David and Solomon to build the temple. 
Therefore, especially because of David's passion and sufferings, God should remember to honor 
Zion. 

Vs. 6-10 As the people respect David's desire, God is asked to honor the temple with His 
presence. 

Vs. 11-12 This sounds like Solomon reminding the Lord what He said to him. 

Vs. 13-18 These verses take on a prophetic note, referring to the final king in David's line. See 
how many references you find that make sense to you. 

Notice that the idea of crown could be related to the promise that Solomon’s sons, grandchildren 
and descendants would sit on the throne after him (vs. 11-12) and then in v. 17 referring to Jesus. 
Now, look at how Proverbs 17:6 begins. 

Proverbs 17:6  

My "grand-crowns" are all living in Germany. As for the next part, the Lord says this, so it is 
true, but I wonder if this is what most people think or experience in our world today. 

JUNE 15 

1 Kings 14:1-15:24  

There is something that happens when you read the Bible year after year. I'm trying not to "ruin" 
this for you, but it is hard to resist not mentioning it. When you read this information in Kings, it 
might be completely new for you. Later, you'll notice that much of what you read here will be 
mentioned again in Chronicles, but in some cases there will be more detail or explanation. Then, 
when you look at these records and events in Kings next year, you'll read these stories and go, 
"Wait, there's more to what happened. He did this or that and it's not here." You will naturally 
begin to compare the records of Kings and Chronicles and it will add another dimension to the 
lives of these men. It will also show you a lot about God, in how He dealt with them and how He 
works with us. The way God designed the Bible sparks connections and provides interesting 
clues that inspire curiosity and learning, but you have to stay in the Bible year after year to have 
this take place. And the point of all of this is knowing, following and loving the Lord. 

1 Kings 14 

Vs. 1-20 Since this event is recorded for us by God, the death of Jeroboam's son must have 
become a sign for Israel. This event was common knowledge. When the son died, Jeroboam and 
everyone else should have turned to God, but no one turned to follow God. Signs don't 
necessarily make people believe. Notice that the fulfillment of this judgment came in two parts, 
years apart. You would think that if they had responded properly after the first part, God might 
have had mercy on them for the second part. God gave chances, but there was no repentance. 

V. 2 So what is all this about? There are a lot of things happening here. First, why didn't 
Jeroboam ask for guidance from the calves and priests and other stuff he had set up? Obviously 
they didn't work. Second, in this time of need, even Jeroboam knew that the religious system he 
had set up wasn't real, but was there to keep the people from leaving him as king. Third, even in 
his need, Jeroboam didn't want anyone to see him send his wife to where the tabernacle had been 
to inquire of a real prophet of the Lord. This was an example of the total human irrationality that 
is so commonly caused by sin. We just get used to it. It is also interesting that Jeroboam sent his 
wife to the prophet whom God had used to tell him he would be king. Jeroboam knew how to 
pursue the Lord. He just didn't want to. 

V. 8 David was a man after God's own heart because he never worshiped anyone or anything 
other than the Lord. David fell, but David always loved God and never bowed the knee to an 
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idol. Yet even here, there is a sense of the blessing God had given to Jeroboam. Even though 
God made an everlasting covenant with David, He still gave Jeroboam the kingship of northern 
Israel because of the idolatry of Solomon. 

V. 9 The only ones who came before Jeroboam were Saul, David and Solomon, yet Jeroboam 
was worse than even Solomon. Solomon did not force Israel to sin in worshiping other gods. 
This had been Solomon's personal sin, fueled by his passion for his foreign wives. You can see 
that Jeroboam made a very forceful and calculated political decision to lead Israel into idolatry to 
keep them from returning to Jerusalem. Solomon didn't force the nation into idolatry. He just 
modeled it. Jeroboam led Israel into ruin and punishment. 

V. 11 Keep the wording of this curse in mind. You'll hear it again. 

V. 13 Isn't this interesting? God not only used the death of this son for judgment on Jeroboam 
and as a sign for the nation, but there was an element of compassion in God taking the child out 
of this situation. 

V. 14 Notice that God would appoint this king, but this king will also receive the curse 
mentioned in v. 11. 

Vs. 15-16 Here, the exile is promised to the northern kingdom. 

Vs. 17-18 I wonder why she went home.  

V. 20 God allowed this ungodly king to reign 22 years. That ought to be astounding and tell us 
something about God. 

Vs. 21-31 Rehoboam was also evil before the Lord. Note that his mother was an Ammonite. 

V. 21 When you read about the awful and foolish decision that Rehoboam made at the beginning 
of his reign that split the kingdom, you think that maybe he was in his teens or early twenties and 
the guys he listened to were his drinking buddies. Look how old he was. 

Vs. 25-28 This happened as a result of the evil that Rehoboam allowed to grow in Judah. For all 
the disobedience and sacrifice involved in making treaties with Egypt, Egypt still took 
everything. Very ironic. Shishak was the guy who had kept Jeroboam safe from Solomon (1 
Kings 11:40). 

V. 28 Notice the showmanship when Rehoboam went to the temple after this humbling. He still 
felt he needed to save face. I'll bet his worship in the temple was just as sincere. There will be 
more said about Rehoboam in Chronicles. 

This is like another parallel between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. Both were spoken to by a man of 
God. They responded differently. Both were insincere in seeking the Lord and used theatrics. 

1 Kings 15:1-24 

Vs. 1-8 In 2 Chronicles 13, we'll hear more about Abijam, spelled Abijah in Chronicles. There 
are three things noted here about Abijam's short, three-year reign.  

First, his mother (Rehoboam's wife) was related to Absalom.  

Second, vs. 4-5 testify to God's grace, mercy and faithfulness in light of the ungodliness of these 
kings in David's lineage. 

Third, Asa, Abijam's son, became king. 

Vs. 9-24 Asa is the first of the godly kings of Judah after Solomon. When we get to 2 Chronicles 
14-16, you'll learn more about Asa. What is written here is just a very brief summary of his 
reign. 
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Vs. 9-15 summarize some of what he did well in leading the people. 

V. 13 Asa meant business, even removing his grandmother from any place of influence. It may 
be that his mother had died and he made his grandmother the queen mother.  

V. 14 Notice what it says about Asa. This is said in the context of remaining true to the worship 
of Yahweh. It is good to remember the context of how this statement is made, because we'll see 
that Asa will have his troubles; yet in all of them, he never worshiped anyone other than 
Yahweh. That is important. 

Vs. 16-22 So, what do you think Asa did wrong? You'll have to read about Asa in 2 Chronicles 
to figure out the real depth of what he did here. It was a very human thing to do, but we'll see 
that Asa should have known better. Each king had something that ate through his faith when he 
grew older or more secure. As disciples, we all have this kind of "faith-destroying" element in 
us. The ultimate question for us as we follow Christ in this life in the harvest is, "Who is our 
Lord and our help?" 

V. 23 The disease in his feet is an important thing, but you won't understand it yet. It is actually a 
little bit mind-blowing. 

Acts 10:1-23  

This event will open the door for the church to reach the Gentile world. 

Vs. 1-8 It is important to understand that Cornelius worshiped the God of the Jews. He was a 
"God Fearer," but he wasn't a circumcised convert. Notice what it says about him in v. 2. 
Cornelius wasn't just a nice guy worshiping anything. 

Rome enlisted soldiers from every land, but the Italian Cohort were true-blue Italians who were 
used in places where loyalty to Rome couldn't be risked. Caesarea was important to Rome. Years 
later, Paul would be imprisoned in a Roman palace/fortress in Caesarea. 

V. 4 I find it amazing that his prayers had become a memorial before God. God promises that if 
unbelievers seek Him, they will find Him. It is true that none of us would seek God, if God didn't 
add things to our lives that encourage us to seek Him. Still, after that encouragement on God's 
part, there seems to be an element of seeking that is up to us and God honors it. 

V. 7 Not only did Cornelius waste no time in obeying, he sent two servants and a soldier. These 
servants would have been stewards, and the soldier would have been their protection. All of them 
must have been loyal and devoted to Cornelius. They probably were influenced by his life and 
love for God. 

V. 8 This is funny. Literally, Cornelius exegeted (explained) everything to his men.  

Vs. 9-23 God was coordinating this entire event. 

Vs. 12-16 Now, Peter was a true-blue Jew. In spite of the fact that the law was no longer binding, 
he had still not had his first pork chop, and lobster tail was foreign to his lips. God waited until 
Peter was hungry. That this vision was repeated three times meant that God had to overwhelm 
Peter's ingrained way of thinking. But the real test was not about food, it was about another 
ethnicity. What is also interesting here and may have had an effect on Peter, as he thought over 
his refusal and emotional difficulty in obeying, was that Peter had denied the Lord and then 
promised to serve His sheep three times also. 

Vs. 17-23 Enter the Gentiles. 

Vs. 19-20 This event was so important, and Peter's anti-Gentile upbringing was so ingrained, that 
the Spirit had to command Peter to obey without hesitation. Notice how often the Spirit is 
speaking. Who says He is not a person? 
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V. 22 Notice that God selected a centurion who was in excellent standing with the Jews. In the 
Gospels and Acts, you never find a bad centurion. That's kind of interesting. The Jews begged 
Jesus to heal the centurion’s slave in Capernaum (Luke 7) because he was not only a "God 
fearer," but because he loved Israel and built them their synagogue. God was going to use this 
godly Roman Gentile to break down a huge wall for the Jewish church in Jerusalem. 

V. 23 We'll see later, that in spite of Cornelius' good reputation, this event didn't sit well with 
some Christians. 

Psalm 133  

The worship in Jerusalem three times a year was what kept Israel unified as a nation, focused on 
God's love for them. Unity is a true blessing and a sign of God's presence.  

V. 1 David knew of disunity and hatred. He ran from Saul for ten years and then fought a civil 
war for seven years. Later David ran from Absalom and faced another, almost, civil war. Here, 
David is saying that unity is found in Zion, serving and worshiping God. 

V. 2 Frankly, having olive oil poured on my head, running down my beard onto my clothes 
doesn't feel like blessing to me. I think the images must represent unity as covering and 
consecrating the people and the land. In that sense, the unity God gives is what makes us able to 
come before Him. 

V. 3 This unity is also what gives life to us just as that covering dew gave life to the land. 
Without God's provision of unity, there is only dryness and a lack of fruit. 

You would think in the church, with Christ and our salvation and our mission, that unity would 
be a given. It wasn't in Acts; it wasn't in the New Testament letters and it isn't now. Unity in 
Christ is something that must be worked at and sought for from God. Sometimes I think unity in 
the harvest is almost a miracle in itself. It is the gift that allows a group to come together in Him 
and to bear fruit together. For me, biblical unity happens in Christ in the harvest. That was the 
kind of unity Paul had with the Philippians, and I think he points to the mission also in his prayer 
for the Romans in Romans 15:5-6, May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to 
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Proverbs 17:7-8  

It is interesting that one of the pieces of the armor of the Spirit is truth. It protects us. I had a 
thought as I read this today. The power to hold to the truth and resist a bribe comes from our 
hope in God. Money can provide comfort or an answer to a need, but if our hope is fixed on God, 
our comfort isn't important and He is the answer to our needs. Yet how do you learn this hope 
unless you are led by God into troubled times and learn to hope in Christ alone. We don't need to 
tap the "human resources" department, especially if those resources come with an agenda. We 
learn to rely on our resources as if they were magic and open doors for us. Better to have 
unfulfilled needs and to be wholly focused on the Lord, than to look to our own magical ways to 
meet our needs, but to deny Christ by our actions. I would rather remain in need and have to 
cling to my hope in Him, than be satisfied in anything else. Even if it means looking like a fool, 
I'd rather be satisfied with waiting on Him than developing the skill to open doors and not need 
Him. 

JUNE 16  

1 Kings 15:25-17:24  

It is interesting to see that some of these kings reigned for decades. In the US, a president is in 
office for eight years and no more. In Israel back then it wasn't unusual for a king to reign for 20 
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- 40 years. If he was a good king, that was great. If he was a bad one, it meant that a culture of 
ungodliness was created. What we are witnessing here is that once evil was introduced into the 
lifestyle of the people, it never went away. The northern kingdom never had a good king. But 
even in Judah, if a good king appeared, there was cultural compliance and bad things went 
underground during the reign of a good king; but the ungodliness returned "bigger and better" as 
soon as an evil king came into power. Israel is now on the road that will lead to exile. God will 
do some pretty mighty things to prevent this, but in the final event, the miracles will only serve 
to justify the judgment of God on the people. When you see God doing amazing things, it always 
means that a critical crossroads in history has been reached. Today those crossroads are reached 
and one of the most famous OT prophets steps into the gap, Elijah. Elijah will be used to try to 
direct the hearts of the people back to God, just as John the Baptist would try to do the same 
through his preaching years later, to prepare the people for the coming of Jesus, their Messiah.  

The Bible Knowledge Commentary-OT, p. 513, has a helpful overview of the kings and the 
prophets, “Kings of Judah and Israel and the Preexilic Prophets.” (You’ll find this overview at 
the end of this document.) 

1 Kings 15:25-34 

Notice that God used an assassin to bring judgment on the house of Jeroboam. Just like the 
proverb for today, evil is repaid by evil. It is stunning to think that an evil man like Baasha ruled 
for 24 years. That would be like three presidents in the US, each filling two complete four-year 
terms. Sin was now completely entrenched in the people and culture of the northern kingdom. 

1 Kings 16 

V. 2 Notice who took responsibility for making Baasha the king. God does the same today, 
therefore we need to be careful about bashing those in authority. For disciples of Christ who are 
following Him in the US, the harvest (not the White House) is our focus and mission. 

V. 5 We'll read over and over about the mighty things these kings did. They did, in fact, fight 
battles and do good things. Here, however, the point of the history is the explanation of what 
drove the nation of God to ruin and how He fought to show them grace to repent. The plan of 
redemption was still moving forward, but the Lord was showing the depth of sin in people. All of 
this history shows us the power of sin and the grace and wisdom of God. 

V. 7 Note that God was still sending prophets.  

V. 15 This guy Zimri becomes a by-word. Later Jezebel will call another guy named Jehu, a 
"Zimri." Notice that he only reigned for seven days. 

V. 23 Omri only reigned 12 years, but he would introduce the most evil of any king into the 
already terminally ill nation. He did this through his son Ahab and the wife that he chose for him. 

Vs. 29-34 Notice all the mentions of Baal and Asherah. This was all very sexually driven. How 
could the people resist? 

V. 34 Notice that Jericho was rebuilt under the influence of Ahab. As Joshua prophesied in his 
curse on Jericho, the builder lost his oldest and youngest son. There was no fear of God or regard 
for His Word. I'm sure the people knew about the curse, but either thought it was all superstition 
or that their gods would defeat the curse. 

1 Kings 17 

Enter Elijah. Now, just to understand how important this time and these people are, look ahead 
and answer this question: How many chapters of 1 and 2 Kings are about Ahab and/or Elijah? 

V. 1 Drought and famine were "promised" curses for disobedience. Why this happened now was 
that God was giving Israel fair warning. Apparently this drought was also a judgment on Baal 
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who was supposed to have brought fertility and all the elements necessary for the growth of 
crops. Everyone would know that Elijah and Yahweh were responsible for this distress, and that 
no amount of worship to Baal would help bring rain. 

This confrontation took place face to face with Ahab, probably in the palace in Samaria. 

Vs. 2-7 Elijah's life was in danger, but God promised to care for him. It's interesting that when a 
miraculous event happened that only God could perform, people wanted to kill the messenger, as 
if that would make God go away. 

Elijah being fed by the birds was like Jesus’ words from the Sermon on the Mount about 
observing how the Father feeds the birds and not being anxious for our food, only sort of in 
reverse. We don’t know what Elijah was like before God called him, but God was clearly 
building his faith for the next steps and for the next years. 

Vs. 8-16 Jesus will almost be killed for referring to this story years later. Notice that the woman 
had great faith and obedience. She was at the end of her resources, yet she had heard about Elijah 
and obeyed when he tested her. This was ironic that Elijah would find this amazing degree of 
faith and obedience outside of Israel. It was also ironic that God was hiding Elijah in Jezebel’s 
homeland, a place where they would never look for him. 

Vs. 8-9 Notice that God didn’t tell Elijah what to do until the brook dried up. And too, Elijah was 
content to wait and then obey. This was a part of his growth in faith. 

Vs. 17-24 There would be many "random" miracles performed by both Elijah and Elisha, and 
you wonder why, especially knowing that the people will not repent and will be sent into exile. 
These acts of God were known, and these men, during their lifetimes, were well-known 
messengers. The people could have turned to these prophets of God. The miracles were evidence 
that God was present and would and could do anything if the people would seek Him. The 
miracles, especially with Elisha, seem very disconnected, but they accumulated into a huge cloud 
of witness. When the people didn't respond to God through the messengers He had sent, that 
"cloud of miracles" became a witness of judgment against the people. God is doing this same 
thing today and it will be a component of His judgment during the Tribulation. 

In a way, this happens with us too, as disciples. Once we have witnessed to our neighbors and 
have established friendly relationships with them, they know something about where they can 
find help and get answers. Obviously we keep praying for them and try to further the 
relationships and help them, but it really is up to them. The sad reality is that if God couldn't get 
people to come to Elijah and Elisha through all the things these guys did, our neighbors wouldn't 
be impressed even if we did a miracle on the front lawn. Sin is deep and only God the Father can 
open a person's heart to Christ. We keep loving; and when they are ready, they'll ask. 

Acts 10:23-48  

Talk about a situation that the Spirit designed for God's glory. 

V. 23 At this point we see that some "brothers" accompanied Peter. Later, we'll see who they 
were. 

V. 25 You couldn’t find anyone more sincere than Cornelius. Remember, this guy was not just a 
commander, but he was also a trained and deadly soldier of Rome. 

V. 28 This shows that there was tension in the church. Peter had not only known Christ for three 
years before the coming of the Holy Spirit, but this is more than three years after the coming of 
the Spirit. Even as a believer, Peter was still inwardly bound by Jewish custom and tradition. 
Nowhere in the Law of Moses did it forbid Jews to enter a Gentile's house. Peter might also have 
said this for the sake of the "brothers" who were with him. 
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V. 33 Cornelius brought in his entire household: wife, kids, servants and officers. This guy's 
heart was so open that it was another, "What must I do to be saved?" situation. 

Vs. 34-43 This is the world’s shortest sermon. Notice the elements in it. Peter said just enough to 
say it all and Cornelius heard enough to believe and be saved. 

V. 35 Since Cornelius was a worshiper of Yahweh, we can assume that when a person fears God, 
it is not their conception of God, but the God who reveals Himself in the Word. Even C.S. Lewis 
seems to have been lured by misunderstanding and “god thoughts” to believe in a type of 
universalism, that any sincere person could be saved by worshiping their own conception of God. 
There is one God and all men must believe in Him on His terms, not theirs. As Peter has already 
said, there is no other name under heaven by which men must be saved. Salvation is only in the 
name of Jesus. 

V. 37 It seems like Peter assumed Cornelius had heard of Jesus and what had happened in 
Jerusalem. 

Vs. 39-43 Now, notice the elements of this short declaration of the gospel.  

Vs. 44-48 Peter hadn't even finished speaking, and they had already believed and welcomed the 
truth of what he said. 

V. 45 This is important. The believers from the circumcised were amazed. It doesn't say "Jews," 
because they were of the Circumcision Party, Christians who believed that a person could not be 
a Christian unless they were circumcised and held the Law of Moses. There was already a party 
within the Jerusalem church of red-neck fundamentalists. These are the brothers who had gone 
with Peter. They would become a major stumbling block to the church in Jerusalem, a problem 
in many churches Paul planted, and they would be a hindrance in Paul's ministry. Because of this 
entrenched, bigoted fundamentalism, the main hub of the early church, as it reached out to the 
Gentile world, would become the city of Antioch, not Jerusalem. 

Notice that because of the suddenness and the way the Holy Spirit came, they were amazed. It is 
hard to be against something when you've just had your sandals blasted off. And, Cornelius and 
those in his house had received the Holy Spirit without having to be circumcised. They hadn’t 
even been baptized with water. It was hard to argue that you couldn't receive the Holy Spirit 
unless you were circumcised or baptized. It can be assumed that these Italians were praising God 
in Hebrew, a language they didn’t know. I wonder if they still used their hands expressively 
when they talked. ☺ 

This was a complete replay of what happened at Pentecost. The Jewish Christians were hearing 
the Lord praised in the high Hebrew of Jerusalem and in the “hick” Hebrew of Galilee. Notice 
the difference however. On Pentecost, the unsaved unbelievers were spoken to by the miracle of 
hearing God proclaimed and praised in their home (foreign) languages. Here, the "unbelievers" 
are bigoted Christians who resisted believing this could happen. Paul said that tongues was a sign 
for "unbelievers," but the nature of the unbelief was a very Jewish unbelief. Jews would always 
be the focus of this gift in the New Testament. 

V. 47 This is a challenge by Peter to the red-necks. Notice the words, just as we have. The 
implication is more "in the same way we received Him." Peter will make this clearer when he 
says this tomorrow too. It may also be suggested that some of these men were in the upper room 
when the Spirit came at Pentecost.  

V. 48 Since Peter did the commanding, that means the "circumcision" guys baptized the 
uncircumcised Gentile believers. Cool. 

Tomorrow we’ll get the rest of the story. 
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Just a word on being a "world" disciple: One of the most important passages for a missionary is 
in 1 Corinthians 9:19-27. We are to reach out to all people and all cultures, giving our own race 
and culture no preference. The Bible, not a country or ethnicity, judges what is right and wrong 
in a culture. For Paul, as a former true-blue Hebraic Jew, it was not easy to give up his culture; 
but for the love of Christ he did it, giving up himself to belong wholly to Jesus. 

The reality is, if some believers in North America were to actually see what Abraham, David, 
Daniel or Jesus looked like, they might be reluctant to have them in their churches. They would 
have been short and dark-skinned. Abraham and Daniel might have worn an earring…or two (the 
Babylonian-Persian influence). Their garlic breath and hygiene would have probably sent us out 
of the room. Our pictures of Jesus as a tall, good-looking Caucasian man (with long hair) are 
horribly inaccurate and feed our racial preferences. And in spite of what we think, none of those 
men read the King James Version. 

One more application to 1 Corinthians 9:19ff. If those verses apply to other cultures, they also 
apply to those we are trying to reach in our own culture. As disciples of Christ in the harvest, we 
need to be open to the harvest, becoming all things to all men. Unbelievers are not required to 
adapt to our culture in the church. Anything unnecessary in our church culture that keeps them 
from understanding Jesus and coming to Him is an unnecessary hindrance. Paul and the Spirit 
say so. 

Psalm 134  

This sounds as if the people coming to Jerusalem are asking God's blessing on those who serve at 
the temple. It's always a good idea to thank the Lord for the people who serve. There also seems 
to be the encouragement to the priests and Levites to worship God with open hearts as they serve 
before Him. 

Proverbs 17:9-11  

There is a lot of warning in these verses. So much of this is what you see in church fights, not to 
mention fights everywhere else. 

Going backwards,  

V. 11 It seems that in a controversy, a person shows the evil in their heart by being rebellious, in 
which case they encounter a punishment in keeping with their intent. The bad get bruised by 
someone worse. 

V. 10 In a controversy, a sensitive person suffers, but learns. The prideful just rant, thereby 
showing they don’t understand the situation. 

V. 9 In a controversy, a good person overlooks the ranting, trying to make things work because 
they understand the love of God and the mission they are to be pursuing for Him. Those who 
allow controversy to brew in their hearts, and spread bitterness and doubt, bring disunity between 
people and keep people from the truth. 

JUNE 17  

You can see by the number of chapters we'll read about Elijah, that this time was very crucial 
and deciding for Israel. Actually the people of both Judah and Israel are looking on, not to 
mention people in the surrounding countries. 

1 Kings 18  

Vs. 1-6 It is interesting that it never says that there was a famine in Judah. Jehoshaphat was a 
very godly king in the line of David, and somehow his kingdom, just south of Samaria, didn't 
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suffer the same damage. I wonder if this was a case of it raining on one side of the street and not 
on the other. That would have made the testimony of this event even clearer. 

V. 4 This is not the same Obadiah who wrote Obadiah years later after the fall of Jerusalem, but 
he is a very good guy. Imagine the tension he must have lived under as a secret believer who was 
keeping the remnant of God's prophets alive in the northern kingdom. 

Actually, Jezebel's influence was responsible for setting up Baal worship in Israel (1 
Kings16:31-32 and 18:19). In clearing the way for her brand of worship, she sought to 
exterminate everything that remained true to Yahweh. We'll find out later that there was a 
remnant of 7000 men who had not bowed the knee to Baal. That's not very many people among 
hundreds of thousands.  

Vs. 7-16 Elijah knew it was time to meet Ahab because God had made this clear. Apparently for 
the past three years, there had been many "Elijah sightings" and God had swept Elijah away. 
Apparently some people had died as a result. In a way, this is kind of funny. Obadiah definitely 
wanted assurance from the Lord that Elijah would stay put and meet Ahab. 

Vs. 17-19 You would have thought that everyone understood that the famine was God's doing, 
but here, the messenger was blamed. 

Vs. 20-25 This event would have taken days or weeks to set up and to have everyone gather at 
the Mediterranean Sea, miles away from the city of Samaria. Mt. Carmel was thought to be the 
dwelling place of Baal. There were the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah, Baal's 
girlfriend. So then, the 400 prophets of Asherah were the cheerleaders. Everything here would 
have been an advantage for Baal, if Baal had been real. 

Vs. 26-29 The prophets of Baal had the first go. Baal's power, supposedly, was at its peak at 
noon. They finally stopped at about 3 p.m., making this a very bloody and very long six-hour 
ordeal. 

Vs. 30-40 Notice the significance of Elijah rebuilding the altar of the Lord which had been 
destroyed. 

The water that was used was from the Mediterranean Sea. There is a sense of quietness about 
what Elijah did here. There is no yelling and crying out by Elijah. Elijah's prayer showed he 
knew what God's purpose for him was. The prayer also showed that Elijah knew the Lord.  

V. 39 It's hard to say what the total effect of this was on the people, but here they were awestruck 
and willing to see the prophets of Baal as fakes, and the people were willing to kill them under 
Elijah's direction. You wonder if the prophets of Asherah were also killed. 

Vs. 41-46 Apparently in the planning for this event, Ahab made allowance for a festive 
"afterglow" and feast. You might wonder why Ahab went up to enjoy the feast and why he didn't 
feel defeated. I think it is because Ahab was a spiritually eclectic, wishy-washy man. I'll bet he 
was totally amazed at what God had done. It's interesting to me that the Gospels refer to King 
Herod as a man like this. He imprisoned John the Baptist, yet he was afraid of John and protected 
him from Herodias. He was perplexed when he listened to John in prison, yet repeatedly Herod 
was glad to have John called in to speak to him. Ahab was a similar lost, pseudo-spiritual guy 
like Herod, fascinated by the spiritual and believing that Yahweh was real, just not convinced he 
needed to follow Him. I think there are lots of these kinds of people in the church. 

V. 43 Elijah knew the cloud would come, but he persisted in prayer until it appeared. And look at 
how he prayed with all his body and all his soul. Elijah's persistence is God's lesson for us all. 

V. 46 Elijah was given super human power to run these 25 miles, beating the chariot. 

With all of this wonder and all of these signs, guess what happens next? 
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For us as disciples our hearts need to be focused on serving our Lord in the harvest as we follow, 
but not to be surprised by results or the lack of them. Surely some people had been moved to 
repentance by all of this, but not many. As we'll see tomorrow, Elijah might have had higher 
hopes and expectations.  

Acts 11  

Notice the ears. 

Vs. 1-8 Now this council or trial was very important. God would use it to make some people face 
the fact that His Word and His offer of salvation in Christ was going out to all men. Remember 
earlier when it said that many of the priests became believers, well so did many Pharisees. 
Between those two groups, a party came into being in Jerusalem that became a threat to the 
mission of the church. 

Vs. 2-3 Notice that these men didn't have any hesitation criticizing Peter. As former Pharisees, 
their education and social standing would have been better than Peter's, but God had 
intentionally given Peter an honored status through the signs and through the conversions of 
thousands that they couldn't touch. It was God's purpose, not Peter's faith or ability. 

Vs. 4-10 Notice the detail Peter gives here. Anyone who knew Peter might have been interested 
by Peter's own objections and that God had to repeat this three times to convince Peter. I'm sure 
the stories of Peter's three denials and Jesus' three questions to Peter were very well known. 

Vs. 11-18 Probably the most interesting thing here for me is what Peter says in v. 16. Peter 
apparently had a lot of exposure to John the Baptist, and as he saw the Spirit descending on 
Cornelius he must have had an "aha" moment. 

V. 18 I was reading this morning that when Jesus answered the Pharisees and Herodians 
regarding paying taxes to Caesar, they marveled and were silent. Silence doesn't always mean 
that people are in agreement. When we get to chapter 21, we'll see that there are still problems in 
the Jerusalem church regarding following the law. 

In all of what Peter says here, you see how beautifully and graciously God set this up. Not only 
did this happen to Peter, but it also happened to six other brothers of the circumcision party. Not 
only did God open the door to preach the gospel to the Gentiles, but He also did it in such a way 
that it sliced through any objections, saving the church from a possible division. God used Peter 
and now Peter's actions in Acts are almost finished. 

Vs. 19-30 The center for outreach will now switch to Antioch. 

V. 19 Notice that as they went out, the Christians only spoke to Jews. Doesn't that amaze you? 
As we read this it seems that this might have just been weeks after the birth of the church, but 
actually more than 10 years had passed since Pentecost. But God was working and setting up 
pockets of Christians that no one knew about. 

V. 20 Again, it was the Jews from Cyprus and Cyrene (Barnabas was from Cyprus and 
remember Simon of Cyrene), who were open to speaking to non-Jews [Hellenists (or Greeks) is 
used to refer to all non-Jews], and many were saved. 

Antioch was 300 miles north of Jerusalem. Eventually Peter would visit there, probably fleeing 
Jerusalem. Peter’s future visit to Antioch is mentioned by Paul in Galatians 2:11. At this point 
the church fathers in Jerusalem didn't want to send Peter and John, but Barnabas. Barnabas was 
well respected and he was used to dealing with Gentiles. 

V. 22 The ears of Jerusalem may be a veiled criticism of the very conservative and narrow 
leadership that existed in the Jerusalem church. 
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V. 25 The words used indicate that Barnabas had to search and hunt down Paul. Barnabas 
apparently never fully lost contact with Paul over these 13 years but his exact location was 
unknown. His contact with Paul was good enough to know that Paul was gifted for this work. 
Not only that, Barnabas must have known from Paul's testimony, that Paul would be sent by the 
Lord into Gentile ministry. Or it could just be that the Spirit told him to get Paul, or all of the 
above. Paul was working in Asia Minor, preaching and traveling. 

V. 26 Agabus isn't exactly known for good news. We'll see him again in 20 years in Acts 21. 

V. 28 Finally we have a time reference. In Galatians 2:1 Paul says he returned to Jerusalem after 
14 years. Claudius reigned from 41-54 A.D. So, if Jesus was crucified in 30 A.D. and Paul first 
visited Jerusalem 3 years after his conversion and now 14 years later, it might be 17 years since 
Jesus died and was raised, so around 47 A.D. This means that Paul had dropped out of sight for 
13 years, working up in Asia Minor (Turkey), as he says, where no one knew him.  

In Galatians, it says that Paul and Barnabas took Titus, a Greek, with them just to test the water, 
and no one required Titus to be circumcised. 

Just like in the OT, we sometimes think things just happened without gaps of time. Even here, 
God prepared Paul in isolation. After Paul's conversion he disappeared for three years and 
returned to Damascus. Then after visiting Jerusalem, Paul disappeared for 13 years. Paul worked 
by himself, learning a skill, studying the Scripture, testing out all his arguments, preaching to 
people, getting over his past mistakes and overcoming his radical Jewish-ness, being prepared to 
become the apostle to the Gentiles. This didn't happen to him overnight.  

Many times in the Bible, people God used, disciples included, were trained in adversity and in 
isolation. The isolation was not just the removal from ministry or people. It was a time of 
wrestling with God and self, and learning to depend on Him alone. Vision and personal mission 
are things which are formed in quietness and conviction. Sometimes being around people and in 
the stew of tolerance keeps firm convictions from forming. When Barnabas found Paul and 
mentored him for that year, he saw in Paul someone God had already prepared to do some 
mighty things. All Barnabas needed to do was what he did best, encourage this leader to lead in 
the harvest. 

Psalm 135  

It is interesting that the psalm begins and ends with the servants of God who serve God by 
serving the people. 

Vs. 1-2 This is the song of the pilgrims coming to Jerusalem, encouraging the priests and Levites 
to rejoice and praise the Lord. 

Vs. 3-4 They are to praise God because God chose Israel for His possession. The priests and 
Levites were leading worship for this possession of God. 

Vs. 5-7 The priests and Levites are leading the worship for the God of creation. Isn't it interesting 
that this is the second time today that we've heard of a cloud rising at the end of the earth? 

Vs. 8-12 They are leading the worship for the God who freed His people and humbled nations to 
give Israel this heritage and place to worship. What a privilege.  

Vs. 13-14 The name of the Lord and His people are eternal and eternally honored. The priests 
and the Levites were leading worship in this eternal plan. 

Vs. 15-18 They were representing the true God who had saved them from error and shown them 
what was true.  
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Vs. 19-21 This song seems to reach a peak here of joy and blessing and praise to the Lord. The 
priests and Levites should be honored to lead the worship for God, for His people and 
possession. 

Proverbs 17:12-13  

To meet a fool in the middle of his foolishness is dangerous. Not only is foolishness a hazard for 
others, but for the fool himself. I take it that a fool would return evil for good and so bring a 
curse on himself. 

JUNE 18 

1 Kings 19  

This is a very cool portion of Scripture. Elijah had fought hard for the Lord and now in his eyes 
he had failed. God was extremely gentle with him. 

Apparently Ahab and Jezebel had a palace at Jezreel too. In Jezebel, we meet one of two women 
rulers in Israel/Judah. This mother and daughter team were both evil, and both carried their 
agenda through with a cold and bloody determination. 

Vs. 1-2 This wasn't an idol threat. ☺ Jezebel vowed before whatever she believed in, to kill 
Elijah. Now before we judge Elijah too harshly, we have to remember Elijah was not a super 
hero. We give him that status. James says that Elijah was just like us. We have seen enough men 
and women of God to know that they lived from one fear and one act of faith to another. Also, 
Elijah is never condemned for running. I have to think that God knew this would happen and that 
it was within His plan for Elijah and the events that would now unfold. 

V. 3 This seems like a huge contradiction. Elijah had performed such a great miracle, and now 
this woman threatens him and he takes off. Elijah must have expected that the people would 
return to God. There were no riots in the streets and no shouts for reform. Carmel had been a 
spectacular and cool event. Now Elijah understood that change wouldn't happen. He had failed. 
Not only that, he was completely pumped out emotionally. They say you are always at your most 
vulnerable spiritually and emotionally after you have had a spiritual success where you have 
poured yourself out for the Lord. Elijah was empty and disappointed. 

Obviously, Elijah personalized this too much, but so did Moses and Samuel when they were 
rejected. Moses wanted to die and Samuel got all depressed. All of them had invested everything 
in seeing the people come to God. It had been so important for them, that when the people 
rejected God, they took it to heart. We are no better. 

Vs. 4-8 What can you say? God was totally understanding and gave him what he needed. As 
we'll see, the Lord is good about waking and helping His needy followers. 

Vs. 9-18 Notice that God was not in the spectacular. He was in the quiet. One of the dangers of 
looking for the spectacular is to miss God's working in the quiet things the Spirit is doing all 
around us. I think that's why we are told to abide in Christ, living in the present in the harvest, 
looking for what our Lord is showing us that He is doing. And sometimes, the Lord's quiet 
working in the harvest is pretty spectacular. Abiding in Christ makes us aware of our Lord's 
working in the harvest around us. 

Notice also, that God totally agreed with Elijah as shown in the judgments He pronounced. What 
had happened at Mt. Carmel was absolutely critical to the future of the northern kingdom. The 
people had missed their window of opportunity. What was happening here was equally as 
important. God gave Elijah three tasks that would spell judgment for Israel.  

V. 16 Elisha would be "the closer." 
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V. 18 In Romans, Paul says that God kept these people separate by His grace. Not "bowing or 
kissing" didn't just mean they hadn't worshiped Baal, it meant that they had not participated in 
the sexual worship of Baal. Notice that the fact that these people succeeded in resisting this 
sensual idolatry was God's grace upon them.  

Vs. 19-21 Elisha would also be a great prophet, but his ministry would be in providing hope as 
the lights were being turned off. Notice that Elisha was a godly man living in an ungodly 
country. He also came from a rich background, though he was a very "hands on" rich kid.  

V. 20 This might seem confusing in the wording of this verse in English. Basically Elijah says to 
him, "I'm not stopping you. Just think about what I've just done to you." Elisha fully understood. 
Sacrificing the animals, burning the yokes and holding this feast, was Elisha's way of burning his 
bridges to his future inheritance in his family and accepting the call of God. 

It is interesting that from now on, Elisha will appear to be a poor prophet of God. He chose to be 
poor to follow God. Following God wouldn't look "successful." But Elisha followed and God 
used him. For us as disciples, we are faced with the same situation. We are called to follow, to be 
poor now, and to work in the harvest knowing that a storm of judgment is coming that cannot be 
held back. 

Acts 12:1-23  

Vs. 1-5 This is the first governmental persecution of the church. This Herod was the grandson of 
Herod the Great (who hunted Jesus and killed the babies) and the nephew of the Herod who 
killed John the Baptist and saw Jesus just before Jesus died. There were just way too many 
Herods. 

V. 3 This guy was liked by the Jews and went out of his way to please the Jews. It appears that 
he instigated the persecution of the church and might even have dared to see if he could kill a 
follower of Jesus. Once it worked and he saw the Jews liked it, Herod must have gotten all 
excited. The Feast of Unleavened Bread was the Passover and the week that followed. Although 
the Roman capital of Judah was on the coast in Caesarea, the governor always came to Jerusalem 
during the feasts to help control the mobs and to look like he was true blue. 

Vs. 6-11 Isn't it interesting the Lord waited until the very night before the execution to free 
Peter? This is the second event in today's reading, where an angel wakes up a servant of God 
who needed guidance and assistance. This was a very cool deliverance.  

Vs. 12-17 This comical story introduces many things. First, it mentions John Mark, the cousin of 
Barnabas. Mark, the failed servant, will become the first writer of a Gospel. He will also become 
the companion of Peter in Peter's future ministry. This story also shows that James, Jesus' 
brother, was already in the leadership of the church in Jerusalem. Paul mentions James in 
Galatians 1:17. Third, this was one of those things that got Peter out of Jerusalem. We'll see 
Peter again in Jerusalem in chapter 15. After that, Peter will leave the story of Acts and it appears 
that he will leave Jerusalem and become a traveling maker of disciples. 

Vs. 18-19 Caesarea was the Roman capital of Israel, and that is where the Roman governors 
ruled. You've already heard of that city several times regarding Phillip and Cornelius. It will also 
be an important city at the end of Acts. 

Vs. 20-23 The Lord had more than enough on Herod, and He could have struck him down at any 
time. I find it very interesting that after the Lord had allowed Herod to do this to the church, 
fulfilling His purposes, He took Herod out. Apparently the illness came immediately, but death 
came slowly. 
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As disciples, we need to realize that the Lord is still directing His and our work in the harvest. 
We need to be engaged and committed to abiding and following, ready to reach out to the lost 
and to make disciples, who make disciples. 

Psalm 136  

This was the first psalm I ever read that impressed me with the brilliance of seeing everything 
surrounded by God's steadfast love. 

Now that we have a good bit of the OT behind us, we know that some of the things mentioned 
were rough years and rough spots for the people. But just like in our lives, regardless of the event 
and the way we feel, what carries us through is to remember that His steadfast love endures 
forever. In fact, I'm convinced that the Lord allows us, even guides us, into situations to prove to 
us that His steadfast love endures forever. And then I know that the Lord allows us to wait, to 
see if we really believe that His steadfast love endures forever. 

Vs. 1-3 This seems to be acknowledging God being good and almighty, whose love endures 
forever. 

Vs. 4-9 It is a wonder that we know God as the creator of the universe. All He created was 
guided by His love. What is particularly amazing is that He loves us. 

Vs. 10-22 This isn't just Israel's history; it is the history of God's redemptive plan of love for 
mankind. I've got to admit that it's interesting how God mentions the victories over Sihon and Og 
so often. As we've seen twice today, God knows how to rescue His servants. It may not be His 
will to do so, but we should never doubt that He knows what's happening, nor His power to 
rescue. 

Vs. 23-26 And in all of His thoughts and saving acts toward us and to everyone who receives 
Christ, His steadfast love endures forever. 

Proverbs 17:14-15  

V. 14 There are lots of creative ways to understand the letting out water. The point Solomon (a 
guy) is getting at is that once you start, it is very, very hard to stop and most likely you will keep 
on letting out water (anger) until you are empty. So don't start. The time to stop is before you 
start and make a big mess. 

V. 15 I know we would never do this, but it sort of reminds me of some of the dumb stuff that is 
said in a quarrel, just because a person doesn't want to admit they are wrong. 

JUNE 19  

1 Kings 20-21  

You might have heard people say that there is no love and grace in the OT, just hardness and 
law. That shows that they have not really read the OT. Particularly today, you have to ask 
yourself, "Why did God include these stories?" It seems they are included to show His love and 
grace. And the kicker is, He is showing love and grace to people who didn't deserve it or respond 
to it. That is REALLY love and grace when you show it to evil people. Doesn't that sound like 
what Jesus says in Luke 6:35, But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to 
the ungrateful and the evil. 

1 Kings 20 

Vs. 1-6 Apparently Ahab had promised to obey these demands. He should have sent Jezebel 
along with the messenger. Apparently Ben-hadad was near at hand and when he heard that Ahab 
complied so easily, he wanted more.  
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Vs. 7-12 So when Ahab decided to fight, Ben-hadad was near the city getting drunk. 

Vs. 13-15 Notice that this is God encouraging and saving Ahab, the utterly bad guy. God went 
out of His way. Ahab didn't seek God. God just volunteered His help. Then, after God promised 
victory, He guided Ahab by answering his questions. Who says God isn't full of grace? 

Vs. 16-21 So, God gave Ahab the victory. Apparently this was a big battle and a big win. The 
question is whether Ahab would internalize this and respond in devotion to God. God's help may 
have been for many purposes, but when God's help and kindness is not responded to, it becomes 
a basis of judgment. 

Vs. 22-30 Then God not only warned Ahab about the coming battle, but this victory was because 
of God. This was an enormous victory and should have been the cause for a lot of praise and 
gratitude. In v. 30 God even brought the city walls down on 27,000 men. You would think that 
everyone would have turned to Him. 

Vs. 31-34 This is a flashback to King Saul saving the king of the Amalekites. Apparently, Ahab 
was told to kill this king, but Ahab chose to use his political savvy rather than obey God and 
eliminate the problem. 

Vs. 35-43 This prophet was known to Ahab and apparently it was necessary for him to be both 
wounded and disguised so that he could get near to the king. This "parable" seems reminiscent of 
Nathan telling David about the poor man and the sheep and getting David to condemn himself. 

Vs. 41-43 Notice that Ahab, given a victory by God, didn't obey God. Getting God's blessing 
was great, but not to obey afterward showed that Ahab deserved God's punishment. What God 
said through the prophet was true: Ahab was to have killed this king, but Ahab chose to save 
himself by making a treaty with Syria rather than by obeying God. 

Notice that Ahab was vexed and sullen. Apparently he was like that a lot. 

1 Kings 21 

Vs. 1-6 This land was part of Naboth's family, and under the law Naboth couldn't sell it. It had to 
remain in his family. 

Vs. 5-16 What a woman. Later we'll see that Naboth's entire family, wife and kids, were also 
killed with him. No heirs were left.  

Vs. 17-26 Ahab and Jezebel deserved this judgment on so many counts, but with the murder of 
Naboth, they had crossed the point of no return. Notice the degrees of this curse on Ahab and 
Jezebel. Both Jeroboam and Baasha received something similar to this, but this was very specific 
to their crimes. The dogs would lick Ahab's blood where they had licked Naboth's blood 
(actually God will add deep irony to this) and as Jezebel used "dogs" to kill Naboth, she will be 
consumed by dogs.  

Vs. 27-29 And still, the Lord will show mercy, even if the vilest respond in repentance. That 
sounds like love and grace to me. We'll see again, that this wasn't true repentance; it was just for 
a minute. Ahab's next move will be to openly ignore God and he will punish a prophet. And he'll 
get what he deserved. 

The purpose of these events showed all the people and nations that God could be sought by 
anyone. Regardless of what a person had done, if they repented, God would forgive and show 
grace and mercy. Again, anyone who says that God didn't show grace and love, and offer 
forgiveness, in the Old Testament, hasn't read it. 
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Acts 12:24-13:15  

Acts 12:24-25 

Significant here is not only the growth of the church, but John Mark, Barnabas' cousin, enters as 
a disciple and a missionary. The prayer meeting for Peter had been at the house of John Mark's 
parents, a well-to-do family. It is thought that the last supper and the meeting where the Spirit 
came at Pentecost were also at this house. John Mark is the writer of the Gospel of Mark, and he 
is the disciple wrapped only with a sheet, who, on the night Jesus was arrested, was grabbed, 
slipped out of the sheet and "streaked" home. 

Acts 13:1-15 

Vs. 1-3 Notice that the church in Antioch of Syria was very organized, very international and 
very independent of Jerusalem. Since they weren't under any distress, the leaders were praying 
and fasting for other reasons, probably because of the harvest. Notice again, how "talky" the 
Spirit is. He is not an impersonal force. 

Vs. 4-12 This is the beginning of the first missionary journey by Paul. There will be three 
recorded in Acts. 

V. 5 It is interesting that Paul, like Jesus, went first to the synagogues, found those who easily 
and naturally responded to the gospel, and then began reaching the Gentile population. 

Notice that up to v. 9, Barnabas is always named first. After v. 9 Paul will always be seen as the 
leader. Barnabas was willing to step back. This shows how the Spirit was on both Paul and 
Barnabas.  

Notice too, that as of v. 9 Saul will use his Greek name, Paul, for the rest of his career. Paul, the 
former Pharisee and true-blue Jew, was committed to reaching the Gentiles for Christ, becoming 
all things to all men for the sake of the gospel and the harvest. 

V. 12 Although the governor was impressed that the Holy Spirit had power over the magician, it 
says that he was astonished at what Paul taught. This indicates true faith that was based on the 
teaching, not on the miracle. 

Vs. 13-15 Note that John Mark deserted them here and went home to Jerusalem. It is fair to call 
what Mark did, desertion, since Paul will insinuate in chapter 15 that it showed weakness and a 
lack of commitment. When we get to heaven we'll have to ask Mark why he left. Here are some 
thoughts you can add to your own.  

Mark knew the Saul that had hurt people. As Paul began to take the lead, he might have sounded 
like the old guy every now and then. Also, Mark was a true-blue Jew too, and he was a city boy 
who lived well. This adventure might have started to look like camp Gitchy-Goomy, and he 
wasn't used to pork chops or those who ate them. He might have been having a cultural crisis that 
overwhelmed him and he ran home. It is to be noted that Barnabas will not only pursue Mark and 
pick him up, but he will go nose to nose with Paul to show his trust and belief in John Mark. As a 
result, this failed servant will be restored to service and will write the first of all the Gospels 
about the suffering servant who fulfilled His mission. Mark will eventually travel with Peter after 
traveling later with Barnabas. Paul, just before he dies, will speak highly of Mark and request his 
presence. 

V. 15 Isn't it interesting how the Spirit just set up this situation? It really is more about the Spirit, 
than about Paul and Barnabas. It would be hard to publish a book on missionary strategy or 
church planting strategy as our own ideas, when the main concept is watching what the Spirit is 
doing and following Him. This is another way of viewing what it means to abide in Christ, 
following Him in the harvest, making disciples, who make disciples. 
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Psalm 137  

This psalm is obviously written by one of the exiles from Jerusalem who was there when the city 
was finally destroyed. Jerusalem and the temple had been judged by God because of Judah's 
continued rebellion and disobedience. It was brutal when it happened, but God had promised this 
would happen. And, it was a just judgment. 

Vs. 1-6 Now in exile, how could they sing? And worse, how could they forget what happened to 
Jerusalem? Three things are mentioned that were painful to them. They were taunted as they 
sang songs to Zion. They deserved to be taunted, since they really hadn't been worshiping God.  

V. 7 Second, the Edomites had been very brutal to them. According to Obadiah, God would 
judge them.  

Vs. 8-9 Third, they remembered the cruelty of the Babylonians. 

It was on the basis of psalms like this one, that C.S. Lewis didn't think the entire Bible was 
inspired. How could God inspire or express something like v. 9? If you lose the graphic image, 
what you really have is, "blessed will be he who does to you what you have done to us." 

As we have just read about God's judgment on Jeroboam and on Baasha, God Himself judged 
their evil with the evil of others. Soon we will see God use a demon to lure Ahab to his own 
death and judgment. This is totally just in that Ahab preferred to listen to lies, rather than God, 
and he served demons, rather than God. Jerusalem, as we'll see in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, was 
totally sick, diseased and infested with evil and idolatry. They deserved it. 

When Babylon sacked Jerusalem the final time under Zedekiah, as the Babylonian soldiers went 
through the city, rather than stabbing children with their swords, they would grab a child by the 
arm and swing it against the corner of a building, or a rock wall, smashing its head and killing it. 
God and the psalmist are saying that the Babylonians will be judged with the same kind of 
cruelty that they dished out. 

Proverbs 17:16  

In English this comes across like a play on the words, money and sense (cents), like, "How can a 
fool buy wisdom with money when he has no sense?" 

JUNE 20  

1 Kings 22  

Vs. 1-40 We meet Jehoshaphat in this story, but the object is really the death of Ahab.  

Vs. 1-4 Notice that there was no need for this war. You really have to wonder what Jehoshaphat 
was doing there. Jehoshaphat was a godly king in Judah, and I think he was trying to unify both 
kingdoms by making peace, a marriage covenant and doing some "bonding" stuff with Ahab. 
Great idea. Maybe he did this because his father, Asa, was at war with the northern kingdom and 
it kind of ate his lunch and his faith. I think this peace also had a godly "spin" to it in trying to 
bring unity to Israel, but it is always better to check stuff out with God. Not every human effort 
toward peace is God's will. What we are seeing here is actually the tragic flaw of Jehoshaphat 
that will rain horrible cultural ungodliness down on Judah. If we were going to make a policy 
from his life, it would be to ask God first, and then make sure that the peace we make with others 
is totally on God's terms. Political unity with ungodliness doesn't work. We'll see in Chronicles 
that what Jehoshaphat did might have looked spiritual on the surface, but there was a lot of 
human and fleshly motive mixed in. 

Vs. 5-12 Jehoshaphat would never have tolerated prophets of Baal, but these false prophets didn't 
impress him either. I really think Jehoshaphat was trying to be a good influence on Ahab by 
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suggesting they consult a "real" prophet of the Lord. You realize that since Jehoshaphat had 
come to Ahab and had already agreed to help him, Jehoshaphat had already made his decision. 
This was just for show. The time to have consulted the Lord was in Jerusalem, consulting the 
high priest in the temple. This will turn out ugly. 

V. 8 We should like Micaiah immediately because Ahab didn't like him.  

Vs. 11-12 Apparently this guy was very convincing and even Jehoshaphat was under his spell. 
The horns, as we'll see in Daniel, symbolized kings. 

Vs. 13-23 This portion of Scripture is very important. Joined together with other teaching in the 
entire Bible, it gives you an unique look into how God still uses rebellious angels to accomplish 
His will. We've already seen this with King Saul, and even the apostle Paul will get a thorn in the 
flesh delivered from a messenger of Satan. 

V. 15 My take on this is that Micaiah answered with some sort of parroting of the other prophets, 
making it apparent he was ridiculing the entire circus atmosphere. Imagine what this looked like 
with 400 prophets. 

V. 16 What Ahab says here is so ironic that it is funny. I'm sure he never ever said this to 
Micaiah before. 

Vs. 17-23 Now, we are looking into God's court where the fallen angels still enter and where 
God uses them to chasten and judge men. We'll get another look at this in Job. All the angels 
God made, including Lucifer (Satan), still report to God. When God calls for judgment on Ahab, 
it is clearly a fallen angel that comes forward. What is interesting is that God Himself grants the 
mission and its success.  

Unfortunately for Jehoshaphat and Ahab, they had already decided to do what they were going to 
do regardless of what those prophets or God said. Their hearts were already set and hardened, so 
God gave them what they wanted as judgment against them. He allowed a demon to 
supernaturally empower the speech and persuasion of the lying prophets. That means that these 
prophets were really good and inspiring. Sometimes it isn't good when God gives you what you 
want if you really don't want what He wants. 

Vs. 24-28 Micaiah was completely humiliated. Jehoshaphat should have seen this, but he had 
already given his word, or as Proverbs below will say, made a pledge for his neighbor. In this, 
Jehoshaphat was a complete fool. 

Vs. 29-40 Ahab was really setting up Jehoshaphat to be killed, but God made sure the arrow 
went into the air and came down in the right place. Apparently, the well is where those who 
killed Naboth and his family washed themselves. It is an interesting and ironic note that the 
prostitutes washed themselves in the blood-tainted water, as if they were baptized unto Ahab. 
More than any king before him, Ahab led Israel into spiritual “whoredom” and away from 
Yahweh. 

Vs. 41-50 Jehoshaphat was a godly king and did a lot of great stuff, but his human attempt 
(without seeking God's will) to unite the kingdoms will completely destroy everything that he 
built. That ought to be a word to the wise. Even though he was rebuked by the Lord for his 
association with Ahab (in Chronicles), Jehoshaphat persisted in trying to be friends with the evil 
rulers north of him. Verse 49 is one of the few times Jehoshaphat said no.  

Today too, you see a lot of Christian leaders trying to make public relational bridges to very 
ungodly groups and very ungodly concepts. They do it because of the “love of God” or 
“tolerance” or whatever, but the result looks utterly foolish and they harm the people of God and 
the mission of Christ. Jesus preached repentance and sent the Twelve out preaching repentance. 
We don’t have to be condemning, but we do have to preach the Word of God and leave it to 
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Him, not to our savvy. Repentance is between the lost and God, but there must be a recognition 
of sin and the need to turn to Him (repentance). We are just the messengers, not the architects, of 
reconciliation. We don't need to schmooze God's Word to make it acceptable to sinners either by 
our teaching or by our tolerance of them. Jesus said, No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws him. We speak His Word in love and God draws them, if they are 
“drawable.” 

Vs. 51-53 Ahaziah was like his father; and Jezebel, his mother, was still running things. The 
judgment on Ahab's house would soon follow. 

Acts 13:16-41  

We are fully into Paul's 1st missionary journey. What is interesting as you read this, note how 
much Paul knows about John and Jesus and what they said. This sermon is being given in a 
synagogue. Note also how often Paul mentions names, like David. Also, notice how often he 
mentions the resurrection. This, too, is a very Jewish audience. 

Vs. 16-25 This seems to be how Paul showed that Jesus was the fulfillment of God's plan of 
redemption and God's purpose for Israel. 

Vs. 26-31 This is the recounting of Jesus' condemnation, death and resurrection. 

Vs. 32-39 This is where Paul explains that Jesus not only fulfilled the plan of God, but that it is 
Jesus who brings forgiveness and frees men from the curse of the law/judgment. 

Vs. 35-37 Here, Paul sounds a lot like Peter in Acts 2:27-30. I wonder if Paul was there. 

Vs. 40-41 Not many of us would do this, but it is only fair to warn people that they shouldn't 
ignore God's offer. 

I'm impressed over and over that the giving of the gospel was very simple, especially as Jesus 
taught his men. I think that in the harvest, simple is better. The Father is the one who draws men 
to the Savior. We are just the messengers who then become makers of disciples, who make 
disciples. 

Psalm 138  

In reading this psalm, note that David is praising God for delivering him from everything that 
was thrown at him during those ten years of running from Saul and those seven years of civil 
war. So then, he is giving testimony to all those forces, human and spiritual, of God's greatness 
and power and love. 

Vs. 1-3 The word gods could mean mighty ones, either being human or spiritual. Notice in v. 4, 
David refers to the kings of the earth, and in v. 7 he talks about enemies. 

David was strengthened by the faithfulness of God having given him a promise and then 
delivering him over and over again. All of the stress over all of those years made him know of 
the steadfast love of the Lord. 

Vs. 4-6 Apparently David did give testimony to kings and ambassadors of other nations. This is 
also mentioned in Isaiah 55. 

Vs. 7-8 This is a very perceptive summary that David gave to his life. Notice that David 
perceived that God had a purpose for him and that God would fulfill  it. Now, look back at the 
previous page in Acts 13:36. Kind of cool, huh? 

Proverbs 17:17-18  

These seem like contradictory verses. One says that a friend or a brother is always there for you. 
The other says you're a fool if you make yourself the guarantor for your neighbor.  
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V. 18 seems to say that there is a line you don't have to cross, and shouldn't cross for a friend or a 
brother. Loyalty and love are enough. Jesus presents the option of just providing for your 
neighbor's need without having to receive in return. In the case of Jesus, He didn't make a pledge 
on our honor; He just paid it all. 

JUNE 21  

The time to celebrate is near. Not only are you almost halfway through the year, but you've also 
probably read half of the Bible by now. Starting July 3, you'll have finished The Psalms and will 
begin reading them through again. 

Today you begin the 12th book of the Old Testament; you're almost halfway through Acts, and 
you get one of the greatest psalms written, Psalm 139. 

2 Kings 1-2  

Remember that these are not just disjointed events. The presence of Elijah and Elisha was a 
testimony of the reality of Yahweh's presence. The people could have turned to God at any 
moment. It seems that every time these guys sneezed, a miracle happened. They were walking 
witnesses of God's availability, but by the people not responding to them, they became walking 
testimonials of the nation's sin and the justness of God's coming punishment. The plan of 
redemption is going forward, but God is showing us through Israel that the sin of man is 
incurable. It became apparent to the apostles in Acts that salvation in Christ was the only way for 
God to forgive man and to break the power of sin. Reading all of this helps us as disciples to 
understand sin's power on people and to be amazed at the privilege of carrying the message of 
hope and redemption into the harvest. We are being used to make disciples who will go beyond 
us, sharing this message and making disciples, who make disciples for our Lord. 

2 Kings 1 

Vs. 1-8 Ahaziah was already going to die and had messed up by going to Baal-zebub (Jesus was 
accused of being possessed by this guy), the prince of demons. So this event was not for 
Ahaziah, but for the people to see that the real God was with Elijah. But of course, they already 
knew this. So why didn't they come to God? Just like in our world today, it is more fun to be lost 
and it requires less responsibility to worship the wrong God. The ultimate answer, however, is 
that the sin within us repulses us from God. Sin is not passive; it is passive-aggressive in its 
sickness and rebellion. 

V. 3 The angel of the Lord was probably God the Son before He became a man. As we've seen, 
God had shown a lot of grace and many wonders to these people. Yet in this need, the king went 
to Baal. 

V. 8 This is the same description given to John the Baptist. Apparently they both watched, "What 
Not to Wear" and wore it. The style of dress expressed distress and emergency in light of the 
coming judgment. This is something like what Jesus told His disciples when He said, Blessed are 
you who are hungry now. As disciples following Christ in the harvest, knowing that judgment is 
coming, it might be appropriate for us to put off some pleasures until the harvest is over and look 
the part of those laboring in the harvest. 

Vs. 9-12 Obviously, these guys were going to kill Elijah as soon as they had him. The question 
here is, "Where was the respect for God?" I like Elijah's response. Stuff like this will probably 
happen in the Tribulation when the two witnesses are walking around for the first three and a 
half years. Notice that this must have been somewhat public and there must have been witnesses. 
Since there were no survivors, someone else must have run back to tell the king. 
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Vs. 13-16 This guy had the right idea, and in v. 15, the angel of the Lord (the pre-incarnate 
Jesus) told Elijah it was safe to go with him. Safety must have been the issue also with the first 
two groups of soldiers. 

Vs. 17-18 Notice that there was no repentance. You can bet the people knew of this event.  

Both of these kings had the same name and they were cousins, via Ahab and Jezebel. That won't 
turn out good. 

2 Kings 2 

Vs. 1-8 This story has a new interest for me. There is a spiritual side of life that we cannot see 
and really don't attempt to understand spiritually. We are almost completely visual and almost 
completely compelled by logic and by what we can understand. The spiritual dimension exists 
around us always. It isn't just the fact that we can't see it. I understand that. But we don't even 
remember it is there and live accordingly. Reading the Bible every day helps. 

What was the real test to Elisha here? Was it an endurance test? A test against human opinion? A 
test against disappointment? A test against fear? Why did seeing Elijah being taken become the 
condition of receiving God's appointment and power? 

In John 6 Jesus was in conflict with the people He had just fed. They followed Him to 
Capernaum, and in the synagogue they cornered Jesus and He gave them the Bread of Life talk. 
As a result of this talk, not only did the people and leaders turn away from Him, but many of His 
disciples left Him. Apparently they were "fed up" with His sayings. Notice what Jesus said to 
them. 

John 6:60-69 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can 
listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 
them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For 
Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would 
betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is 
granted him by the Father.” 66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked 
with him. 67So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Jesus challenged them that they were seeing and thinking only in the flesh. It is the Spirit that 
gives life and what He had just told them was Spirit and life. Notice then that one of the tests 
Jesus mentions to them is in v. 62. If they couldn't receive the spiritual reality of His words, what 
would they do if they were to see Him ascending where He was before? The twelve (actually, 
eleven) didn't understand what Jesus had said either, but they understood with the Spirit that 
Jesus was the Holy One of God, and so they stayed. Big ol' struggling Peter was learning to see 
and understand with something other than his eyes and head. We know that Peter and the boys 
were standing on the Mt. of Olives and saw when Jesus went into heaven and they were never 
the same. 

Elisha saw Elijah ascend. This wasn't a test of his vision or his courage; it was a test of his 
spiritual understanding. This was something that God allowed him to see. Something happened 
there that we cannot comprehend by reading this. It might be similar to what Jesus said in 
challenging His murmuring disciples. The entire snipe-hunt with Elijah was a test of his spiritual 
understanding. And God's Spirit came upon Elisha with might and power to complete the 
judgment of God on the nation. 
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V. 1 Note that Elijah was to be taken in the whirlwind. 

Elisha's response in vs. 3 and 5 have to do with the sorrow he was experiencing, knowing that 
Elijah was leaving. He was challenged in his faith, knowing too that he would continue Elijah's 
mission without Elijah's power. 

It is interesting to note that these schools of prophets were out of hiding in the northern kingdom; 
and their task, apparently, was to teach the Word to the people. Since Elijah's confrontation with 
Ahab, it appears that they were no longer in danger.  

V. 7 Apparently these 50 were witnesses of what was about to happen. 

Vs. 9-12 Elisha's request was because he knew he was to continue God's work in bringing 
judgment on Israel. What a daunting responsibility. The issue of seeing Elijah taken was one of 
having faith to see and God allowing him to see. 

Isn't it interesting that they were separated by chariots and horses of fire (more than one of each), 
but that Elijah wasn't taken by the chariots? Maybe God wanted Elisha to know that God's army 
was unseen, but it was always spiritually present. He would need to know that in the coming 
chapters. Notice that Elisha's exclamation had to do with the revealing of God's army. Elijah was 
actually taken in the whirlwind. 

Vs. 13-14 This miracle not only confirmed that the power of Elijah was on him, but the miracle 
itself had some significance going back to Joshua and to Moses and God's plan and purpose for 
Israel. 

Vs. 15-18 These men had seen Elijah go up in the whirlwind. They recognized the power of 
Elijah on Elisha, but they didn't yet recognize Elisha's authority. 

Vs. 19-22 God was beginning to show His presence with Elisha through various miracles. The 
word would get out that God was still among the people of the northern kingdom through this 
unusual prophet. 

Vs. 23-25 This appears to be 42 teenagers. Bethel was an important place for the calf and Baal 
worship of Israel, and there wouldn't have been a lot of respect for God in that area. Also, it 
sounds like the people knew that Elijah had been taken up, and the jeering of these teens reflects 
their understanding that the prophet they feared, Elijah, had been taken up into heaven. They 
were taunting Elisha to "go up," too. Also, 42 teens would represent a potentially dangerous 
situation for Elisha. That there were 42 of them suggests that they were coming from some kind 
of activity, possibly a "youth rally" up at the temple of Baal with temple prostitutes. Who 
knows? I doubt there was a soccer tournament. So, just as God taught the military to respect 
Elijah, word would get out that this bald-headed prophet was an ambassador of Yahweh and was 
due proper respect too.  

Teens are usually kind of fast and scrappy. These bears were apparently faster and scrappier. I'll 
bet nobody stole his garbage can lids, or toilet-papered his house after this. 

What I would mention regarding discipleship is that the continuation of Elijah's ministry was a 
very serious and important thing for Elisha. He loved his people and his God. Knowing Elijah 
was leaving was a crisis for him, and Elisha followed very seriously in faith. Following our Lord 
in the harvest is not only a privilege, but it is very important for the Lord and for a lot of people 
who have no clue what is being offered to them, nor what is on the horizon. We have the eyes of 
faith that see what is happening. 
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Acts 13:42-14:7  

Acts 13:42-52 

This doesn't sound like a "day in the life of a church planter," but in Acts, it is a day in the life of 
Paul. So much of what happens here mirrors Jesus' instructions to the Twelve when He sent them 
out in Matthew 10:14-23. Jesus told His disciples that they would know it was time to leave 
when the persecution pushed them to the next town. This is apparently how Paul and Barnabas 
set their agenda too.  

Vs. 42-43 It appears that Paul began at the synagogues and found those who easily came to 
Christ. In this case they organized a city-wide outreach. The first part of this had gone well, and 
as they waited until the meeting on the following Sabbath, Paul and Barnabas did some intensive 
disciple making. 

Vs. 44-47 Waiting that extra week allowed the opposition to get organized. It is interesting that 
Paul still felt obligated to reach out to the Jews first and then use their rejection to justify 
reaching the Gentiles, so as to make the Jews jealous. 

V. 48 The Gentiles flocked to the Lord. Notice the part of the verse that points to election, or 
actually to what Jesus said in John 6, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the 
Father. Adding God’s foreknowledge to this, God the Father knew who would respond in 
genuine faith and drew them to this very time and place to give their lives to Christ. 

V. 51 Because of the synagogue system, Paul and Barnabas were able to organize the church 
fairly quickly. Shaking the dust off of their feet was exactly what Jesus had said. 

V. 52 Whatever Paul and Barnabas passed on to these disciples, they were full of the joy of their 
salvation and the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 14:1-7 

Vs. 1-2 Barnabas and Paul had a simple strategy of what towns to visit and how long to stay. 
Brilliant. 

V. 3 Notice that as long as there was fruit available, in spite of the opposition, Paul and Barnabas 
stayed.  

Vs. 5-6 When the death threats came that threatened them and the new church, they understood 
that this was the Lord's cue for them to move on to another part of the harvest. 

Psalm 139  

I heard a very tired Steve Farrar speak through this psalm several years ago and it was very good. 
He was tired and kept chastising Christianity Today and certain groups that toy with the 
"newness of God" baloney. That baloney says that God doesn't really know what will happen 
next, so He will change His mind depending on what we do. It's baloney. God's foreknowledge is 
absolute. Anyway, this psalm is a comfort in understanding that God knows us completely and 
loves us totally. And remember, His steadfast love endures forever. 

This apparently was written in David's early days. 

Vs. 1-6 David was amazed at God's intimate knowledge of him. 

Vs. 7-12 This understanding of God's deep knowledge led David to understand that there was no 
place he or we could ever be hidden from God. 

Vs. 13-16 David's thoughts returned to God's knowledge of him; and David understood that even 
in the womb, God had known him and even formed him. 

Vs. 17-18 David was awestruck by all of these thoughts. 
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Vs. 19-22 In contrast with God's merciful greatness, David couldn't understand how anyone 
could reject God and make Him their enemy. David lived with that reality during the years he 
had run from Saul. David's hate for them is seen in contrast to the truth and greatness of God. 
David never hated King Saul, but he understood that Saul had made himself God's enemy by 
rejecting God's truth. 

Vs. 23-24 This should be the prayer all disciples are praying as we follow the Lord in the 
harvest. 

Proverbs 17:19-21  

This is all pretty straightforward. The "high door" is referring to pride and showing off our stuff. 

JUNE 22  

2 Kings 3:1-4:17  

2 Kings 3 

Vs. 1-8 The most significant thing about this part of the story is that a good man like Jehoshaphat 
was making another very foolish mistake. If he had asked the Lord, the Lord would have told 
him to stay home. 

V. 2 Notice that Jehoram seems better than Ahab. If Jehoshaphat was hoping to be a good 
influence on Israel, this is as far as it went. Actually, the only thing that Jehoram did was remove 
that single image. As we'll see later, Jezebel was really still in charge and Baal worship was alive 
and well in Israel. Actually, it looks like Jehoram's reforms, if you can call them that, were for 
the eyes of Jehoshaphat. 

V. 4 Yesterday in 2 Kings 1:1 we read about the king of Moab breaking away from the control of 
Israel. Today we see the significance of that passing remark. 

V. 7 What was Jehoshaphat thinking to say something like this? Soon, it would be true spiritually 
too, darkly. 

Vs. 9-20 The Word of the Lord through Elisha would become public knowledge. You would 
think that with a man like Elisha at your disposal you could build a country. Unfortunately Elisha 
was ignored by the northern kingdom and also by the southern kingdom. Again, God's grace is 
shining through all of this to attract the disobedient and move them to repentance. 

It was unprecedented that these three kings should work together and that probably looked like a 
good thing, but it wasn't God's will. Notice too that Jehoram is a real glum kind of guy. He is 
assuming that because the way is hard that it is Yahweh's fault and that God is leading them to 
disaster. He wasn't a man of faith, to say the least. Actually, the way being hard will lead them to 
God and His deliverance. 

V. 11 Jehoshaphat's question is very ironic. If he himself had consulted a prophet, he wouldn't 
have been there. But here, it seems he was trying to have a fatherly influence on Jehoram. 
Ironically, as well known as Elisha was, neither king had a clue. It was an ordinary guy who 
pointed the way to the prophet. 

V. 15 It is interesting that Elisha needed some music to get into the mood. 

Vs. 21-27 The king of Moab thought that the combination of Judah, Israel and Edom would be a 
sure recipe for them to kill each other. God's flooding of the land and then having the sun rise on 
it gave the Moabites the impression that the kings had killed themselves. 

V. 26 The king of Moab took 700 skilled swordsmen and went after the weakest king but 
couldn't break through.  
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So how do you explain v. 27? Apparently the human sacrifice called down a valid demonic 
wrath upon the army of Israel. So then, why were they affected by this? Why didn't God's 
protection ward this off? It was because they themselves were not truly worshiping or following 
God. And Jehoshaphat was out of bounds here, associating with the godless. As disciples, 
although we might be walking with the Lord, if we choose to associate with the ungodly, "yoked 
together" with them, we incur the same judgment they do. This is now the second time 
Jehoshaphat has been subject to demonic influence by associating with the family of Ahab. 
Though this "unity" and the "common sense" reasons for doing this together must have seemed 
like good ideas, Jehoshaphat, a godly man, will totally and completely destroy all the good he 
had built. And, his choices will throw Judah into darkness. 

2 Kings 4:1-17 

Vs. 1-7 This story is similar to the story of Elijah and the widow who had the vase of flour and 
the oil. This was not only another story of God's power among the people, but it also shows that 
these things happened on an ongoing basis. Generally, there was no real interest in worshiping 
Yahweh or checking in with Elisha, but I'm sure there were some people who were seeking God 
as a result of these signs. 

Vs. 8-17 What is notable is the faith of the wealthy woman. She recognized that God was with 
Elisha. I wonder too if she knew the story of Elijah and the widow with whom he stayed in 
Zarephath. There, Elijah had stayed in an upper room. This rich woman built an upper room for 
Elisha. She was willing to serve the Lord by serving him. Here, we have one person in Israel 
who responded in faith. This portion also introduces us to Elisha's servant, Gehazi, who himself 
becomes a symbol of Israel's unbelief. 

Acts 14:8-28  

Just as in the reading about Elijah and Elisha, where you see Elisha almost duplicating the 
miracles of Elijah, we'll see this with Peter and Paul. In many places it seems that Paul does the 
same miracles Peter did, only more of them. They both must have been working for the same 
God and were both being led by the same Spirit. 

Vs. 8-18 There are two things of note here. First, the healing of the man who had been crippled 
from birth is similar to Peter and John healing the man at the beautiful gate of the temple who 
was also lame from birth. Being lame from birth would have made him a well-known beggar in 
the market. 

Second, notice that the people gave Barnabas first billing, as the older and more mature man, but 
Paul was clearly the preacher. 

V. 14 Notice that Barnabas is called an apostle.  

Finally, notice that this crowd was so overcome by what they are doing that they almost 
worshiped Barnabas and Paul. Isn't emotion a great thing and true indicator of commitment? Not. 

Vs. 19-23 So here is that same devoted crowd killing Paul. Some suggest that Paul was dead and 
this is where he ascended into the third heaven. We'll have to ask Paul when we get to heaven. 

In that crowd, observing, was a teenager or young man who Paul had led to Christ. Later Paul 
will tell him to remember this time as an encouragement to be willing to trust God and suffer for 
Christ:  

2 Timothy 3:10-17 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my 
faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11my persecutions and sufferings that happened to 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the 
Lord rescued me. 12Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
13while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
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14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 4:1-2 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 

V. 21 Can you believe that the next day they were preaching again, and leading many to Christ? 
Notice that conversion to Christ was the same as becoming a disciple. This is exactly what Jesus 
said in the Great Commission. Looking at the challenges Paul and Barnabas were facing, it is 
safe to say that when people came to Christ in the harvest they understood that following as 
cross-bearing disciples was a part of their salvation in Christ. Notice what these new disciples 
were taught in v. 22. 

Notice that Barnabas and Paul went back through all the churches, encouraging them and 
structuring the leadership. Praying and fasting was much more real to them, because they were 
on the cutting edge of working in the harvest as disciples, and God was giving them fruit.  

V. 22 They gave the disciples a realistic view of following Christ in the harvest. This is similar to 
2 Timothy 3:12 above. 

V. 23 Because Paul began in the synagogues and led many Jews to Christ, they naturally had 
men who knew how to organize a group and understood the concept of being an elder. 

Vs. 24-28 This was the first "missionary on furlough" slide show report. According to the Bible 
Knowledge Commentary-NT, p. 393, Barnabas and Paul had been away somewhere for one to 
two years. They had traveled over 700 miles by land and 500 miles by sea. Although this 
missionary journey opened the gospel to the ends of the world, it had also raised a lot of Jewish 
hostility, not just among the unsaved, but also from the true-blue Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. 

As disciples in the harvest, we should always expect opposition, especially from those who 
should be on our side.  

Psalm 140  

Can you believe you've read 140 psalms? 

Vs. 1-5 I would guess this was written as David was running from Saul. Not only was Saul 
driven by his hatred and fear of David; but it is implied that many of Saul's men, like Abner, 
were filling his ear with lies and inciting him to go after David. I think it was the lying against 
David that created the desperation behind the psalm. 

There is hardly anything on earth that shakes us like having an aggressive enemy, a stalker who 
is bent on lies and harm. You feel powerless and totally harassed. But in all things, there is only 
one real source of strength and hope: the Lord. In Psalm 27:3 David writes, Though an army 
encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
Those are some pretty confident words, but God trains us to depend on Him by bringing us to the 
place where we must depend on Him. 

V. 3 Notice that Paul quotes a part of this in Romans 3. 

Notice that David makes at least three pleas for himself: deliver me, preserve me, and guard me. 

Vs. 6-8 After describing his desperation, now David pleads for God's deliverance. 
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Vs. 9-11 The judgment that David asks for here is basically that what these men have wished for 
him should happen to them. 

V. 10 I don't know where the burning coals thing originated, but here you have it. 

Vs. 12-13 David hasn't yet been delivered, but this is where David has his hope set, in the 
character of God. 

As disciples, the Lord leads us through all of what David mentions above. He allows lies and 
complications to hinder our way and harass us. But He does this to train us to fill our minds with 
the truth of Him and this life. The point isn't to get something "out of our minds," but to keep our 
minds filled with what is true about Him. Our lives are in the hands of a loving, faithful Father, 
who, in all that is happening, works for (the) good (of His sovereign plan) with those who love 
Him. We're already secure with Christ and will live with Him forever and know the riches of His 
glory. This life on earth isn't about us anymore; we're safe. And still, He blesses us.  

Proverbs 17:22  

Amen. I was reading in Romans 14:17 this morning, for the kingdom of God is…righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. That peace only comes from God, being led and influenced, 
not by the flesh, but by the Holy Spirit. If we remember we are safe and have a place in His 
coming kingdom, then we have peace and joy. 

JUNE 23 

2 Kings 4:18-5:27  

2 Kings 4:18-44 

Vs. 18-37 There are lots of good things to observe in this story, but the one thing I'm impressed 
with every year is the faith and determination of the woman. She knew that the power and 
presence of God was with Elisha. She wouldn't trust anyone else. He was the prophet. Even after 
Elisha sent Gehazi, she said in v. 30 that she would not leave Elisha. She recognized his 
authority and God's presence with him. She wouldn't leave or give up until Elisha had come. I 
read this morning about the Greek woman with the possessed daughter. Jesus tested her faith; but 
she never gave up, and finally Jesus said to her (I think with a smile), "Oh woman, great is your 
faith." 

Vs. 38-41 This is where we get the saying, Death in the Pot. I wish doing this could improve my 
cooking. Again, you know what God was communicating by all of these small wonders, right? 

Vs. 42-44 Where have you seen this before? Did you know this was here? It's interesting that 
when Jesus fed the 5000 men, he did it with barley loaves too, but he had five of them. Jesus also 
fed about 15,000 people, not 100 men. Still, this should have been a story all the kids knew. 

You can see that these stories don't fit together, except to say that God was powerfully moving 
and people could have come to Him through Elisha at any time. And too, the 7000 were probably 
being encouraged in their faith. 

2 Kings 5 

This is a great event and full of stuff to observe. I just have a few things. 

V. 1 Notice who it was that had made Naaman a success. Observe who the real heroes of the 
story are. The Spirit was moving things for this guy to be healed in spite of himself. God was 
sovereign in putting people in places where they could help. He had given Naaman victory, and 
He had allowed Naaman to capture this young girl. 
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V. 7 Talk about being spiritually blind. Note that the king could have called Elisha and sought 
his help. It shows that there wasn't real interest in God or respect for what God had done through 
Elisha and Elijah. 

Vs. 10-12 Notice the test here. Elisha himself didn't even come to speak to Naaman.  

V. 11 Naaman was expecting a healing service, not something that would really test and show 
his faith. Even Naaman’s reaction to this seems to be designed by God for His glory. 

V. 13 This reminds me of Paul's words to Timothy in 1 Timothy 5, Encourage him as you would 
a father. 

Vs. 17-19 Notice Naaman's confession of faith and his request. God approved it. Naaman, 
though extending a service to his king, would never again worship anyone other than Yahweh. 
He now knew there was no other God. Obviously Naaman didn't need the dirt, but he was a very 
new believer and thought that he would worship better if he built an altar on that dirt. God didn't 
mind. 

It is very ironic, and God is presenting it as ironic, that the only leper ever to be cleansed in Israel 
was a Gentile from an enemy nation; and on seeing one miracle, he understood there was only 
one God. Israel by now had seen and heard of dozens of miracles, but didn't turn from idolatry. 

In light of the dangerous, serious situation of Israel, hanging on the brink of exile, and because 
Elisha personally hadn't done anything for Naaman, he refused to take anything from Naaman. 

Vs. 19-27 Notice the words to Gehazi in v. 26. This wasn't the time for such things. The 
dishonesty and greed were a product of living with an understanding of life and events driven by 
the flesh, not the Spirit. A spiritual view of life given by the Spirit would also keep us from many 
things that are OK, because this just isn't the time for them. For a disciple, we are following 
Christ in the harvest and there is an urgency. It is a time for disciples to choose to hunger now 
and weep now. Our reward is in heaven when the harvest is over. 

What seems missing from this account about Gehazi is him pleading to the Lord for mercy. You 
can't blame Elisha for Gehazi's failure anymore than you can blame Jesus for Judas' betrayal. As 
makers of disciples, our job is to be with people, helping and encouraging them to be in the 
Word and following Christ in the harvest. There will be people who will fall away and those who 
still have to learn the hard way. 

Acts 15:1-35  

This is a very important portion of Scripture. It is the first church council.  

Vs. 1-6 Notice that this was a huge deal. Here, the party of the circumcision is called the party of 
the Pharisees. They were converted Pharisees. Verse 6 shows that this was not an easy issue for 
them to see through.  

Note that this clarification, council and the resultant blessing came as the result of a conflict 
generated from some rogue disciples who were creating dissent. Notice too that as Paul and 
Barnabas made their way to Jerusalem, they were spreading joy among the brethren. That is an 
interesting contrast between the real disciples and the fake disciples.  

Vs. 7-11 God saved the day by the experiences He had given Peter. The special, visual way the 
Holy Spirit had come and the gift of tongues were the signs to the Jews that eventually broke 
down the walls that would have excluded the Gentiles. Peter came through here, but this really 
needs to be seen as something God did, anticipating this reaction from the Jewish believers who 
didn't believe the Gentiles could be saved without obeying the law. 

Peter doesn't seem like the big imposing disciple from the Gospels, but in v. 10 he seems to have 
put the rogue disciples in their place. 
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V. 12 The signs and wonders were evidence of God's presence and working. The result was the 
salvation of the Gentiles. God gave these particular signs for the Jews (Jewish Christians), not 
for the Gentiles. And the salvation of the Gentiles was solely on the basis of faith, not works. 

Vs. 13-21 This is James, the brother of Jesus. Notice that he mentioned that God had made the 
first move toward the Gentiles through Peter. Back in chapter 11 they had a mini-crisis 
conference over that event too. 

Rebuilding the tent of David was the raising up of the king from David's lineage, Jesus, who 
would reign forever. The promise of the Messiah was the same as the promise of the salvation of 
all mankind. (Amos 9:11-12) 

V. 20 Abstinence from raw blood. This was something God had said to Noah before the giving 
of the law and so was seen to be binding on all of mankind. I think the prohibition from eating 
what was strangled was the same as the raw blood. I don't believe this is saying that raw meat is 
forbidden, but this is talking about animals that have not been prepared and had the blood 
drained. An animal that has been killed and drained has been killed with a knife, not through 
strangulation. I think the issue here is ingesting raw blood by the cup or in freshly cut, 
unprepared meat.  

Vs. 22-29 Notice that in this letter, the apostles wrote Barnabas and Paul, but outside the letter, 
Luke reversed their names. 

V. 24 It was nice that they mentioned that the troublemakers were not sent out by them. 

Vs. 30-35 The result was rejoicing in Antioch.  

This council and conflict freed up the church to reach the Gentiles and it made the gospel simple. 
Still, the underlying conflict wasn't over. In Galatians, Paul tells of a run-in he had with Peter, 
possibly after this council as Peter was enjoying a pork chop. Also, when Paul came to Jerusalem 
for his last time, James gave Paul some advice to try to appease these very conservative, 
pharisaical believers. Now, however, the focus of Acts will be completely beyond Jerusalem, and 
this will be the last time in Acts that we hear from Peter. 

Finally, just to make the point again: This issue wasn't resolved because they were super spiritual 
men with good people skills. It was resolved because God saw it coming and prepared for this 
conflict beginning at the day of Pentecost with the gift of tongues and the visual coming of the 
Spirit. These things all had a purpose that was very specific for Acts and the beginning of the 
church. 

Psalm 141  

What is interesting for me is that David didn't want to become like his enemies, running his 
mouth in an ungodly way.  

Vs. 1-2 express the intensity of his need and his desire to have God help him.  

Vs. 3-4 Apparently David understood the temptation to become like those who were cursing him. 
Hate and stress can do that to us. David was also leading men who wanted to kill Saul because of 
all the hardship they had to go through. 

V. 5 David would have gladly endured physical discipline and verbal correction rather than 
become like his enemies. 

Vs. 6-7 These verses are hard to understand in the Hebrew. It seems that David was saying that 
even when these men were judged and God vindicated him, David would only speak gently of 
them and not curse them. You can see how David did this when he learned that King Saul had 
been killed. 
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Vs. 8-10 David concentrated on God, not his enemies. David knew that God would protect him, 
but punish his enemies with their own punishment. David focused on the Word, the character 
and the love of God. 

It's interesting that the Lord caught me on something like this while talking to my neighbor. 
Complaint and criticism is a common language, and there is no easier way to strike up a 
conversation than to find something or someone you and your neighbor can mutually trash. But 
our mouths are not supposed to be like theirs, because our Spirit is different and our Lord loves 
all men. Disciples in the harvest have to see a different world and have a different heart. We are 
to be recreated in our Lord. 

Proverbs 17:23  

This couldn't happen in the church, could it? 

JUNE 24  

2 Kings 6-7  

More amazing, miraculous stories of a people ignoring their God. 

2 Kings 6 

Vs. 1-7 God tended to small things. Apparently these groups of prophets were like disciples who 
were trained and sent out through Israel to teach the people. This training center, where Elisha 
was, needed additional space. Since this place and time was very primitive and impoverished, the 
loss of an axe head was a big deal; but it was no problem if you had Elisha there.  

The point here is that the king and all the people could have sought God and Elisha for all sorts 
of things, but they didn’t. Israel could have been a paradise and the godliest nation on earth. We 
saw a glimpse of that under Solomon and it could have happened here, just for the asking; but for 
that to happen, sin, that inner hatred for God, would have to be conquered. They didn’t want 
God. And remember, we still have that poison in our spirit, but thankfully its power has been 
broken by our Lord. We have a new spiritual life in us, and we have the indwelling Spirit, thanks 
to what Jesus did for us. This is also why we share this message in the harvest, to reach those 
whom God is seeking to save and free from this sin. 

Vs. 8-23 God tends to huge things. What is interesting to me is that the Syrians found out about 
it, and it made them do something. Israel was being given help and information from God, yet 
they were still worshiping Baal and the calves. 

Vs. 15-17 Do you remember what Elisha saw when Elijah was taken? He understood that this 
army was always present. His prayer to God was not to send the army, but for God to open the 
eyes of his new servant to spiritual reality. To me this is the part of the story that I'm convicted 
by. I need to see every situation spiritually, instead of letting my vision, head and mood get in 
the way.  

So, why wasn't Israel following God? It is the amazing power of sin.  

V. 23 Notice that this brought peace only for a while, and all it did was to stop the raids into the 
land. War was still coming, as nations with military might were rising and considering building 
empires. Israel could have turned to the Lord. 

Vs. 24-33 The location of the chapter break is unfortunate. This was Ben-hadad, the same king 
involved in the last story. As a result of not turning to God, Joram and Israel were given one of 
the curses pronounced in the law. 

Vs. 30-33 Notice that the king was humbling himself "incognito." Instead of openly showing 
repentance and humiliation to Yahweh before the people, he hid the sackcloth under his clothes. 
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He wasn't leading the people in prayer and repentance. All of the superficial spirituality seen in 
these chapters ought to be alarming to us, because we are capable of the same thing today. We 
can kind of worship God and kind of worship everything else too, just like they did. We can be 
blessed by God and not follow Him except the way we want to follow. 

Isn’t it interesting that the king blamed God and then wanted to kill Elisha? He didn’t see that 
this kind of siege and famine was promised in detail in Deuteronomy if the nation worshiped 
idols. It was a good thing that God gave Elisha spiritual sight and power to predict. They held the 
door long enough to await the arrival of the king. Notice that Elisha is sitting with the elders, 
possibly praying. That’s where the king should have been. 

V. 33 is filled with all sorts of spiritual irony and blindness. 

2 Kings 7 

This event will be similar to God saving Jerusalem under Hezekiah, but under Hezekiah’s 
leadership the entire city was praying. Here we see God, in mercy, trying to lead the people to 
repentance since the people were not really following God. 

Vs. 1-2 So why did God decide to solve this dire situation now? He could have done this at any 
time. It finally occurred to me today that this is probably the first time the king came to Elisha 
regarding the siege and the famine. It seems they would rather deal with the hardship themselves 
than go to the real God and His prophet. We still do that today and it is still just as tragic. 

V. 2 This verse has always been a warning to me never to doubt what God can do. 

Vs. 3-15 Leprosy was a symbolic physical disease that represented sin. It is ironic then that God 
used four lepers to spread the good news. 

V. 6 God can make things happen so easily. All He did here to route this army was to make the 
sounds of an army. With the added fear and paranoia of thinking the Egyptians were coming, 
they left so quickly in panic that they left everything behind. They didn’t even untie their 
animals. What they left behind was like a Walmart © Superstore. 

For us as disciples, we should be seeking to understand God and His working on a spiritual level. 
This life isn’t about us, it is about the redemption of mankind. Knowing that God can make 
things happen easily, ironically, should give us peace when He doesn't do things quickly, 
knowing He could, but has chosen not to. It is His inscrutable plan and His unknowable wisdom, 
not ours. It should be our joy to follow, watch and learn in the harvest. 

Vs. 16-20 I think it is safe to say that the point of this event is hinted at by the length of this 
explanation. And since the nation didn’t turn to God, figuratively speaking, the people were 
being trampled to death by their own sin and unbelief. 

Acts 15:36-16:15  

Acts 15:36-41 

People often ask who was right here. I think God was right in separating Paul and Barnabas. 
What is interesting is that He chose to separate them through a strong disagreement based on 
their convictions. The strength of this disagreement is shown in that they couldn't and wouldn't 
compromise. Paul would head into trouble and get beaten to a pulp, like usual, and he was right 
in not taking Mark. Barnabas was right in taking Mark to restore him and mentor him. I think 
they parted as friends. In fact, we know they remained friends through references by Paul and by 
Luke. Also, some of Paul’s final words have a request for Timothy to bring Mark to help him in 
prison. Unlike Luke, Mark had been an eyewitness of some of what Jesus had done; and by the 
time of Paul’s last days, Mark had written the first Gospel and was a proven missionary and 
leader. 
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Our ideas of unity and tolerance need to be as wide as God's will. God is responsible for this 
irreconcilable difference. It was His way of forming two teams for two different missions. We 
need to love and respect one another, but we definitely don't need to agree with one another if the 
Lord has given us a strong conviction. 

Notice this parting was by mutual agreement. I have often seen churches force staff out of the 
church and say it was a "Paul and Barnabas" thing. How silly and dishonest. Of course, it is also 
true, that if the Lord has given someone a different vision, if that person creates problems with it, 
he needs to leave or be urged to go. Again, it all comes down to recognizing what the Lord is 
doing, and sometimes He will lead people to part.  

V. 39 Notice that Barnabas took Mark back to the place where he had deserted Paul and 
Barnabas on the first journey. I wonder if Barnabas took him back there to help him through 
something. Actually, in Barnabas going to Cyprus and Paul going north through Syria, they were 
working together, covering more ground. 

Acts 16:1-15 

Vs. 1-5 From things Paul says in 1 and 2 Timothy, he apparently led Timothy to Christ on his 
first trip. On returning, Timothy had grown in faith and was a strong servant. It is likely that 
Timothy was in his 20s. So, if Paul was this guy who didn't think that circumcision was 
necessary for salvation, and if he was the apostle to the Gentiles, why did he circumcise 
Timothy? I think it had to do with his strategy as expressed in 1 Corinthians 9:19ff. A 
circumcised Timothy could go anywhere and would not put a stumbling block in front of anyone. 
An uncircumcised Timothy could not enter a synagogue, and the Jews would have never heard a 
word. 

It is interesting that even Christians tend to exalt individualism, rather than being a disciple in the 
harvest. A disciple focused on following Christ in the harvest is supposed to be able to blend in 
for the sake of seeing others saved and follow Christ, and not to put anything unnecessary in the 
way of the gospel. Blending into a culture often means putting our preferences aside and 
choosing not to do things we could do if we wanted. In the case above, Paul put Timothy in a 
place where he could minister to both groups, not just one. 

Vs. 6-10 Getting a map of Paul's missionary journeys will help here. You probably have one in 
the back of your “regular” Bible. Apparently, Paul asked for guidance on where to go and 
received it, in the form of a "no." So, why did God say “no?” I don’t know, but I do know that 
going to Troas was a “lucky” break for the ailing Paul. 

Vs. 11-15 Did you notice the change in narration in v. 10? Apparently Troas is where Paul and 
Luke met. Since Paul spent little time in Troas and we hear of no church being planted there, 
Luke must already have been a believer and follower. He was already a disciple willing to work 
with Paul. Since Luke was a doctor, he might have gone with Paul as his personal physician. As 
we’ve seen and will see, cuts, bruises, beatings, a thorn and maybe even blindness also followed 
Paul around. 

V. 13 Was there a synagogue in Philippi? Apparently not. The Bible Knowledge Commentary-
NT, p. 399, says they needed 10 Jewish males to begin a synagogue. Even if they had those 10 
males, they might not have had the permission to open a synagogue. Philippi was a very Roman 
city, populated by former Roman soldiers, and the Jews didn’t have a strong influence there. 
However, Paul found a place where Jews and God-fearing Gentiles gathered for prayer. God 
opened the doors of hearts here. Tomorrow He will open iron doors and more hearts. It is 
interesting to stop here and consider that this church will be closest to Paul’s heart and a partner 
with him in the harvest. Tomorrow we’ll continue to see how the church at Philippi began. 
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Psalm 142  

Waiting on the Lord is the norm and the rule, not the exception. He trains us to set our hearts on 
Him and to seek a deeper, spiritual help and resource in Him. 

Vs. 1-2 This is how David lived for those ten years when he ran from Saul. 

Vs. 3-4 Even though David was surrounded by followers and friends, 600 of them, at the core, he 
learned that he could only depend on the Lord. 

Vs. 5-7 Even in his distress, David knew that there was a purpose God was working and that 
others would be strengthened by the way David depended on the Lord and how God would 
deliver him. 

Proverbs 17:24-25  

Paul told Timothy to train himself in godliness, practicing in all circumstances how to honor 
God. That is a constant mindset and requires concentration in all circumstances. It is a focused 
pursuit and I think it would qualify as seeking to grow in wisdom. I think Timothy was a wise 
son. 

JUNE 25  

2 Kings 8:1-9:13  

Now, we have seen miracle after miracle so that Elisha was a walking legend. But the purpose 
for what God did was to bring Israel to worship Him alone. They chose instead to worship Baal 
and other gods. They still had the golden calves and thought they were worshiping Yahweh too. 
At this point then, God directed Elisha to the next step of judgment. When Elijah met the Lord 
on Mt. Sinai, God gave Elijah three assignments that would bring the final judgment to Israel. 
(1Kings 19:14-17) Selecting Elisha as his successor was just one of those. Today we see the next 
two acts of judgment. One question to ask as we’ve been reading these stories is the length of 
time that has passed since God spoke to Elijah. Just as a rough way to figure this out we can use 
the first story below.  

2 Kings 8 

Vs. 1-6 Another one of those little miracles, or is it? How long was the famine that came upon 
Israel when Elijah prayed? Now this doesn’t say that Elisha was responsible for this famine, but 
the length is interesting since Elisha had a “double portion” of the Spirit. I wonder if anyone 
noticed this? 

The time when the Shunammite woman began to receive Elisha as her guest, and before she built 
the prophet’s chamber, might have been a year before she had the baby. When the child died, I’m 
thinking the child was at least 4 or 5 years old. So then, before this famine, Elijah had been away 
for at least 5-6 years. Now we can add at least seven more years. This means that before God 
finally began to judge Israel as He had told Elijah, at least 12 years had passed in which Israel 
was called to God by the miracles and ministry of this very unique prophet. Who says God isn’t 
patient and full of mercy? 

Vs. 7-15 This “anointing” of Hazael was commanded to Elijah as one of the acts of judgment 
God would bring against Israel. (1Kings 19:14-17) God was slow to anger and willing to 
welcome any repentant people.  

V. 8 Notice that the Syrians had both knowledge of and respect for Elisha. They also 
acknowledged Yahweh as one of many gods. 

V. 10 Elisha doesn't lie here. The king would have recovered, but Elisha knew that Hazael would 
murder him.  
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Vs. 16-29 This portion is sort of the historical backdrop for the anointing of Jehu in the next 
chapter. This shows to some degree the importance of Jehu’s mission. Jehu was the third step of 
the judgment God spoke to Elijah. 

All of these names are confusing. Since the northern and southern kingdoms were on good terms 
and were now related through Jezebel’s daughter, they were naming their kids the same. This 
gives us two Ahaziahs and two Jehorams (Joram). 

Vs. 18-19 Notice that his wife was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. Jehoshaphat, the godly 
king, engineered this marriage. This marriage, and his friendship with Ahab, sent Judah into a 
long season of ungodliness and idolatry. It will not be until we read of Joram in 2 Chronicles 21 
that we’ll see how unfortunate Jehoshaphat’s marriage alliance with Ahab had been. Even 
though Joram reigned with his father for five years prior to taking the throne for those eight 
years, he was more influenced by Ahab and his wife. His first official act as sole king of Judah 
was to kill his six brothers.  

Vs. 20-24 Normally, Judah shouldn't have had a problem with Edom, but since they were not 
following the Lord, the Lord didn't give them victory. 

Vs. 25-27 So then the Joram of Judah died, but the Joram of Israel was still alive. Ahaziah of 
Judah began to reign. This is a descendant of Ahab and he was also in the line of David. 

Vs. 28-29 These cousins united to fight the Syrians again at Ramoth-gilead. I’m sure the Lord 
was in this defeat, just as He had planned the last defeat there that resulted in the death of Ahab. 
The stage is now set. 

2 Kings 9:1-13 

Vs. 1-3 "Tie up your garments" means that he should make himself ready to run. Jehu was 
apparently one of the commanders of the defeated army. This anointing would be done in such a 
way as to reflect the urgency and violence of what would follow. 

Vs. 4-10 This is the other part of the judgment that God told Elijah would be carried out against 
Israel and against the house of Ahab. 

Vs. 11-13 If Jehu was trying not to accept this anointing, God made sure his fellow commanders 
pressed the issue. These men recognized the prophet and they believed the word he had spoken 
to Jehu. How do you account for this "religiousness" of the people, yet they didn't worship God? 
They hated what Ahab and Jezebel had done to Israel and they knew of God’s judgment, yet they 
themselves didn’t follow God. I wonder if this is the same thing we see happening today. 
Protesting evil is not the same as following the Lord. The place true disciples follow the Lord is 
in the Word and in the harvest, making disciples, who make disciples. 

Acts 16:16-40  

Vs. 16-24 So, this is how God would reach Philippi. I don’t think we could write a book on 
church planting strategy using this event, because only God could arrange these things. This is 
the first of two times Paul would be persecuted for posing a threat to the area businesses. 

Vs. 16-18 Notice that this demonic girl followed them around for many days. Paul wasn’t 
somehow so spiritual that he immediately knew what was happening or what to do. Finally the 
Spirit roused him after “many” days. 

Vs. 19-24 In the scope of Acts this is important that they are being accused of violating Roman 
law. This mob and the punishment must have happened quickly and violently, since Paul didn't 
have time to react and tell them he was a citizen of Rome. 
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Vs. 25-34 While getting ourselves arrested would be possible, this is hard to reproduce in 
contemporary strategies of church planting or growth. It's another of those what must I do to be 
saved experiences you find in Acts. In fact, it’s the original one. 

Vs. 35-40 This is interesting because Paul didn't just let it pass. He made a point of making the 
Roman magistrates publicly pronounce them (and Christianity) innocent. It was quick, easy and 
made a point. 

This fits into what Jesus said to His disciples about being wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 

Psalm 143  

This is a great psalm. Being able to identify with so much of this, I really appreciate the middle 
section, vs. 5-8. This is the kind of intense training in faith that all of us need. As Jesus told His 
disciples regarding the trials they would face, the one who endures to the end will be saved. That 
means they will be saved from a ruined faith and damaged life. Hoping in the steadfast love of 
the Lord is what saves us from damage. 

Vs. 1-2 Even in asking God for help and deliverance, David knew that he didn’t deserve God’s 
help and that he himself was a sinner before God. 

Vs. 3-4 But David was being pursued unfairly and it seemed that King Saul, with his army and 
resources, held the winning hand. 

Vs. 5-7 Yet David’s true hope was in the Lord. You see here that the Lord was David’s passion 
and delight.  

Vs. 8-10 David was learning of the Lord’s steadfast love, and though he needed deliverance from 
this pressure and danger, he really desired to know the Lord and to be led by Him. 

Vs. 11-12 God had promised David when David was a boy that he would be king. God had 
preserved him to this point and saved him many times. David knew the steadfast love of the 
Lord. Now he needed to keep trusting the Lord and keep relying on that love. David regarded 
himself as God’s servant, but as God kept saving David, David knew that God regarded and held 
David to be His valued servant. 

As disciples in the harvest, our highest honor is to be regarded as a servant in the Lord’s work, 
reaching the lost and making disciples, who make disciples. 

Proverbs 17:26  

Amen. You might look at vs. 27 and 28. I think these are all tied together. 

JUNE 26  

2 Kings 9:14-10:31  

2 Kings 9:14-37 These are Jehu's first actions against the house of Ahab. 

Vs. 14-16 This sets the stage. Joram was wounded and recovering at Jezreel. Ahaziah the king of 
Judah, and fellow descendant of Ahab, was there with him. They were awaiting news of the 
battle at Ramoth-gilead. 

Vs. 17-20 Remember that Joram was hoping for news of a victory and peace. He thought that 
Jehu was still one of his best and most loyal leaders. Jehu was coming on so fast that the riders 
had to fall in line behind him. Jehu's reply to the messengers will be explained in a few verses. 

V. 20 This could be a cool bumper sticker: Driving like a Jehu! 

Vs. 21-26 Joram and Ahaziah went out thinking there was a message of peace. They got a big 
surprise. 
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V. 22 This is what Jehu meant by his cryptic words about peace. 

V. 26 This is where we understand that earlier (1 Kings 21:13) when Naboth was killed, his sons 
(probably wife and daughters too) were killed with him. It is interesting to note that Jehu and all 
of these men knew about this word from the Lord. 

V. 27-29 Ahaziah, though from Judah, was still related to Ahab through Ahab's daughter. Jezebel 
was his grandmother! Killing him was a fulfillment of the judgment on Ahab. Jehu didn't need to 
pursue him since he was interested in Ahab's descendants in Israel, not Judah. 

V. 29 With Joram dead, Jehu officially began his reign. 

Vs. 30-37 And here was Jehu's first order of business. It is apparent from her words that Jezebel 
knew this would be her last appearance so she wanted to go out looking good. I can imagine that 
Jezebel was not well liked and these eunuchs were finally living their dream.  

V. 36 Notice again how well they knew what the Lord had spoken. So, why didn't they obey 
earlier? Better yet, why won't they obey in the future? 

Just so we don't get too caught up in the aftermath of Jezebel's "burial," remember that she wasn't 
there. The minute her head hit the pavement, she shot into the presence of God, which would 
have been a great place to have been, had she not been the person she had been. Those moments 
in God’s presence and being sent into Hades were far worse than the dogs eating her corpse. The 
thing with the dogs was to show those still living that God is faithful to His words of judgment. 
Jezebel could have repented but didn't. And then too, we should give a care for those poor dogs. 

2 Kings 10:1-31 

Vs. 1-11 Notice in all of this that Jehu was very tactical and that he also appealed to the prophecy 
against the house of Ahab. 

Vs. 9-10 It is interesting that Jehu took the responsibility on himself for this event. That was a 
good thing. 

V. 11 It should be noted that God judged Jehu, among other things, for his excessive zeal and 
violence (Hosea 1:4). I think killing all of the great men and close friends might have been part 
of this. If Jehu worked for Ahab and Jezebel and hated them, there were probably many in the 
government who also hated them and would have been loyal to Jehu. Killing everyone was 
excessive and it might have shown some insecurity on Jehu's part, clearing the field of any 
would-be competitors. 

Vs. 12-14 Talk about being in the wrong place at the wrong time. This apparently was an 
intersection ordained by God. Some of this may have been warranted, since Jehu had the 
command to kill everything related to Ahab. But not all of these people were related. It may be 
that Jehu got carried away, killing the innocent with the guilty. 

Vs. 15-28 Jehu's final step was to eliminate Baal worship (and the other associated gods) from 
Israel. 

In v. 15 we meet Jehonadab the son of Rechab. We don't know it here, but this guy is a full, 
100% follower of Yahweh. He's one of those 7000 who hadn't bowed the knee to Baal. In 
Jeremiah 35 we'll hear about him (called Jonadab there) and meet his kids. God will make an 
eternal promise to his family, to the effect that one of Jehonadab's descendants is running around 
today, as we speak, and is a fully devoted follower of Christ. Maybe it's you! 

Apparently Jehonadab was known to be a follower of Yahweh, but Jehu had only recently 
appeared to be following the Lord. Jehu wanted to be seen as united to Jehonadab. 

V. 27 Nice touch. 
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Vs. 28-31 So, in spite of all of the prophecies and their fulfillments, Jehu still did not follow 
God. Rather than simply trusting and honoring God, there was fear of losing the kingdom if the 
people were to return to Jerusalem. He took care of Baal worship, but he left the calves up and 
didn't honor God. And then, even though people knew there was a presence of God because of 
Elisha, they still were not interested in asking God's will and following His leading. In order to 
do that, they needed to get rid of the calves and embrace worshiping God's way in Jerusalem. 
Ironically, at this moment, God wasn't being worshiped in Jerusalem either. 

I think these events show us that as disciples we need to be very serious and devoted in serving 
the Lord in the harvest as He says we are to serve. Jehu obeyed to a point, but then stopped. Had 
he been personally devoted to the Lord, he would have made his own copy of Deuteronomy and 
read from it daily, all under the instruction of the Levites. He would only have sacrificed at the 
altar in the temple. He would have fearlessly followed the Lord and been a model to his people. 

Acts 17  

Vs. 1-9 This is the beginning of the church in Thessalonica. In saying that Paul was in the 
synagogue for three Sabbath days, it means that was the length of time he worked in the 
synagogue. He was in Thessalonica longer than that. In Philippians Paul says he received 
financial gifts from the church in Philippi two times. Paul also worked there for some time as, 
literally, a tent maker. 

V. 5 It could be that Jason was a relative of Paul's who is mentioned in Romans 16:21. 

Vs. 10-15 It is funny that Luke wrote that the Bereans were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica. Didn't they think this book would circulate? Apparently they took time to hear 
Paul and search the Scriptures, and on verifying what Paul said, many more came to faith. 

V. 13 When they had worked long enough to establish the church, these God-ordained agitators 
were used by God to show Paul and the new church that Paul had to leave. It was time for them 
to get organized and begin working in the harvest, following Christ. 

V. 14 Compare this verse to v. 9.  

V. 15 Notice the similarities of Paul's work in Thessalonica and in Berea. Notice too, that when 
Paul fled to another city, he immediately began to work. Everything was seen as God's leading 
and will.  

Paul sent word for Silas and Timothy to return to him. Silas and Timothy had remained and gone 
back to Thessalonica to see if the church there was OK. 

Vs. 16-34 Some people go nuts, and say this was a total failure by Paul, and that Paul became 
vague and wishy-washy in his preaching. What do you think? The reality is - people were saved. 
I could live with that. Paul began in the synagogues like usual, but this was a totally secular and 
confused environment. God blessed with fruit. I think I'd have been happy. 

When you look at Paul's message, what do you think were the high points? In a way, it looks like 
what Jesus told His disciples to preach. There is one God whose kingdom is coming. He will 
judge mankind, so turn to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

As disciples, we should keep the message simple and biblical, and remember that only those who 
the Father draws to His Son will come forward. Our job is to work in the harvest and be clear 
and clearly in love with our Lord. 

Athens, the cultural center of Greece, had gone to seed and was full of confusion. It didn't have a 
fraction of the importance of Corinth, Paul's next stop. 
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Psalm 144  

This psalm of David looks like it could have been written after he finally became king of the 
entire nation. In those early days he faced many foreign enemies and God brought them into 
submission to Israel. What do you think the purpose of this prayer is? What is David asking for 
the nation? 

Take notice of the repetitions of words that give structure to different sections of the psalm, like 
may. 

Vs. 1-2 David had come to know God's steadfast love in his days of running and during the civil 
war with Saul's house and northern tribes. Now as king of the entire nation, David was beginning 
to see God's plan unfolding that would bring the nations into submission to Israel. 

Vs. 3-4 You have to wonder why David says this. It's almost like a moment of reflection. 

Vs. 5-8 David again was asking God for help and deliverance. In spite of what God had given, 
David didn't take God's help for granted or think that he himself was sufficient for any task 
without God. 

Vs. 9-11 I wonder if these verses were penned just before David was going into battle.  

Vs. 12-15 This seems like a prayer for the blessing God promised to Abraham. God promised 
that Israel would be a light and a blessing to all nations because He was with them. The nations 
would see this blessing and be drawn to seek the Lord. 

Proverbs 17:27-28  

So, what kind of knowledge gives you the ability to keep cool and control your words?  

JUNE 27 

2 Kings 10:32-12:21  

2 Kings 10:32-36 

What strikes me in this summary of Jehu is the length of time he was king. If he had been a 
godly king, it would have made all the difference in the world. But that's not to say Jehu was a 
"bad" king. He might have been a great administrator and good for the people. But, godliness is 
an entirely different element in a person, and its absence in Jehu and Israel affected God's 
working in and for Israel. Israel was shrinking. 

2 Kings 11 

Vs. 1-3 Now we flash back to what happened when Jehu killed Ahaziah the king of Judah. 
Athaliah was the wife of Joram of Judah and the mother of Ahaziah. She was also the daughter 
of Ahab and Jezebel. Jehoshaphat, the godly king of Judah, had apparently made a marriage 
covenant with Ahab. Although Jehoshaphat was dead and gone, the curse he brought upon 
Judah, by joining with Israel and its ungodly rulers, kept on rolling. In effect, all the good 
Jehoshaphat had done in Judah was now undone. 

Jehosheba was a daughter of Joram, but by another wife. He apparently had wives other than just 
Athaliah, just as Ahab had other wives than Jezebel. Here, Athaliah was killing all the children 
of all of those wives and possibly her own children. The point is that she wanted to rule without 
any rival to the throne. 

Jehosheba was married to the high priest Jehoiada. It seems that the temple was a good hiding 
place, since Athaliah worshipped elsewhere. On p. 559 of the Bible Knowledge Commentary-
OT, you find the “Genealogical Table of Queen Athaliah.” (You can find this chart at the end of 
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this document.) By looking here you can see the relationships, and especially the family ties 
between Zechariah and Joash. This will become meaningful later. 

Vs. 4-21 It took all six years of work to wrestle the power away from Athaliah. Jehoiada the 
priest is the hero here. The entire action of the rebellion seems easy as we read it, but I think that 
is just because God allowed the rebellion to go easy at this point. Jehoiada was ready for a fight, 
but Judah was ready for a change. 

V. 14 Notice the contrast between the people and Athaliah. I hope she did up her eyes like her 
mother had when she met Jehu. 

V. 17 Jehoiada was a very godly priest and made sure Jehoash's (Joash's) reign began with a 
commitment from him and the people to follow the Lord. 

2 Kings 12 

Now this story is pretty straightforward except for a couple of strange things. 

V. 1 Notice how long Joash ruled. How old was he when he became king? This should raise 
some questions. It means he died when he was 47. That's pretty young and pretty unusual. 

V. 2 If you read this verse in another version you'll notice the because is not there. It should read, 
Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years Jehoiada the priest instructed 
him. (2 Kings 12:2, NIV) 

Do you see the different sense of the verse? It suggests that as long as Jehoiada was alive, Joash 
followed the Lord. We'll revisit this later. 

V. 3 This is a constant refrain revealing a very deep weakness in the culture of the people and 
worship of God. As disciples this should tell us that if we do everything right, except one very 
vital and important thing, we can build ruin into what we are accomplishing for Christ in the 
harvest. 

Vs. 4-8 I wonder why they didn't do the repair on the temple all of those years. It could be that 
the times were hard and it took a lot of money to support the Levites and priests. 

Vs. 9-16 This was a good idea. It is the first time I know of where a collection box of any kind 
was associated with the temple. I wonder if this idea developed into what we find in Mark 12:42 
and the widow's mite.  

Between vs. 16 and 17, the writer of Kings leaves out some very important events. 

Vs. 17-18 It is interesting that Joash was willing to give this all away to keep the peace. In 2 
Chronicles 24, we'll find out that this came as a result of God's judgment on Joash. Judgment for 
what? Wait for 2 Chronicles, or sneak a peek. 

V. 20 Joash died by assassination. The examples of kings we have met who were assassinated 
should raise some questions here. We won't find out why he died like this until we read about 
him in 2 Chronicles 24. What is interesting is that this account in 2 Kings makes him seem like a 
good guy. 2 Chronicles 24 will help you understand why v. 2 is a very conditional verse. The 
death of Christ and the guilt of the generation that killed Jesus is seen in something Joash did.  

As it was, Joash was a rat. He was good as long as someone was there to make him good. In our 
work in the harvest we meet people like this too, disciples who follow as long as there are people 
there to "make" them follow. Their devotion is more social than spiritual. It is dependent on the 
acceptance and opinions of people and not upon walking with God alone, following Christ in 
love. 
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Acts 18:1-22  

The church at Corinth was an important church. Corinth was the leading city of Greece 
financially and politically. It was a very international center of commerce in that world. The 
canal was a major shortcut between the Aegean and Adriatic Seas. Corinth also had a big Jewish 
community and it is one of the few cities where God spoke to Paul and told him to stay and 
work. We also get two pretty good books of the Bible from this church. Finally, this church was 
almost entirely Jewish. In the book of Romans, Paul addresses the Jewish believers in some 
places and the Gentile believers in other places. In 1 Corinthians, Paul never makes a distinction 
and talks to the leaders as though they were fully Jewish and understood the law, 1 Corinthians 
10:1, for example. 

Vs. 2-4 Paul's meeting of this very important couple pinpoints the date of Paul's arrival in 
Corinth to around 49 or 50 A.D. We know this because of the Jews being thrown out of Rome. 
This is now about 20 years after the resurrection. Jesus was actually crucified in about 30 A.D. 

Aquila and Priscilla will be very important in the spread of the gospel and will become lifelong 
friends of Paul. 

Vs. 5-11 As usual, Paul worked with the Jews until they kicked him out. In this case, he left the 
synagogue with a group of people and he didn't go far. 

V. 7 This will be important. Notice where the church in Corinth began. It is next door to the 
synagogue. In many countries, the houses have open gardens and courtyards in the back, 
separated only by a wall. That means that if the church met outside in that courtyard, the voices 
would go over the wall. This, I believe, is why the gift of tongues was so pronounced in Corinth 
(did you catch the pun?). 

V. 8 The leader of the synagogue came to faith. Paul says in 1 Corinthians that he personally 
baptized him. In Romans we'll find out that the city treasurer was also a believer. 

Vs. 9-10 God lets Paul know this is an important place for him to work. I'm sure Paul needed the 
encouragement. It is interesting to note that in both of Paul's letters to the Corinthians, he had to 
defend himself and he became very emotional. I think this was a very hard assignment for him. 
He didn't get beaten, but you can become worn out many different ways in the harvest. 

Vs. 12-17 This is actually very important. A Roman proconsul officially and publicly declared 
that Christianity was no threat to Rome or to Roman life and worship. 

V. 17 The frustrated crowd had to beat someone. Sosthenes, the new ruler of the synagogue, was 
welcomed to office. Read 1 Corinthians 1:1 to see what became of poor old beaten Sosthenes. 
Apparently they beat the heck out of him. Actually, I'll bet the church reached out to him. 

Vs. 18-21 In all of these verses there are some interesting things. First, Paul apparently made a 
vow, like a Nazirite vow, during his time in Corinth. Cenchreae was one of Corinth's ports. In 
Romans 16:1 Paul introduces Phoebe to the Roman church as a deaconess of the church at 
Cenchreae. Apparently there was more than one church in Corinth. Also, Aquila and Priscilla 
followed Paul to Ephesus and remained there. Paul spoke at the synagogue and then left, and no 
mention is made of founding a church. When you read the letter to the Ephesians you realize that 
this church was planted without Paul. Aquila and Priscilla were the ones who were instrumental 
to founding the church in Ephesus.  

V. 22 When Paul returned to Israel he landed at Caesarea, where Philip and Cornelius lived, 
which apparently had a thriving church. Then he went "up." All roads to Jerusalem went up. 
Then he left Jerusalem and went "down." All roads from Jerusalem went down. Finally he 
arrived home in Antioch, concluding his second missionary journey. 
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Psalm 145  

They say that the good part of being beaten over the head with a baseball bat is the sense of relief 
when it's over. 

From our reading, we know David was pursued and that it was a long time, over a decade, before 
he had peace. This outpouring of David's heart must have been after the running had stopped and 
all of God's promises had been fulfilled. For us as disciples, the simple truth is that in order for 
us to sing this psalm as David wrote it, we have to go through our own trials and valleys too. 
Then our praise will sound like this.  

Again today, look for words or phrases that are repeated. Often you can see a change in the 
structure or theme in a psalm by finding this repetition. 

Vs. 1-3 Notice that David promises to praise the Lord forever. Verse 3 gives you the sense that 
David had experienced some small glimpse into God's unsearchable plan as it unfolded in his life 
through all the distresses and blessings. 

Vs. 4-7 That David saw God's works over generations of men gives the sense that he understood 
that God was working his plan of redemption and that he himself was some part of it. God's 
awesome deeds have a purpose for the redemption of man, not just in showing mankind how big 
He is. 

Vs. 8-9 This sounds like how God revealed Himself to Moses in Exodus 20. Maybe David had 
made his copy of the law by this time and understood that what God was doing in the history of 
redeeming man was also taking place in his own life. In David's personal experience with God, 
he had discovered something of God's character and love. 

Vs. 10-13 The scope of what David says here sounds like a message to all mankind. This 
message was supposed to go out through God's people, Israel, to draw all mankind to the Lord. 
Someday it will. 

Vs. 14-21 Yet on the personal side of life, even while directing the redemption of mankind, the 
Lord personally cares for those who seek Him and cry out to Him. He proves Himself strong not 
only in creation, but in leading and protecting those who have come to Him for refuge. David 
testified that he would praise the Lord and that all mankind would eventually bless His name 
forever. Notice the way the Lord structures this section. 

Proverbs 18:1  

I wonder if the Lord had the age of computers in mind when He wrote this. This is as true today 
as it was then. We enjoy sinning privately, and even when we know we're doing wrong, we still 
do it against all sanity and reason. 

JUNE 28 

2 Kings 13-14  

We are seeing the last days of the northern kingdom of Israel. On June 30 they will be taken into 
exile, and only Judah will be left. I say "last days," but years are still passing by. Again, never let 
anyone say that God doesn't show grace and patience in the Old Testament. God's redemptive 
purpose is submerged in the muddle of all of these kings and all of their sin, worshiping the 
wrong things, holding on to some degree of "religion" regarding Yahweh, yet ignoring His 
outstretched hand. God said through Isaiah, I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious 
people. Not just all day long, but all day long for decades of decades. 
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2 Kings 13 

V. 1 Notice that Jehu's son Jehoahaz reigned for 17 years. That is still a long time. In the US 
you'd get 3-5 presidents out of that length of time.  

V. 3 Hazael of Syria named his son for the king he himself murdered. How touching. This now is 
the third Ben-hadad to rule Syria. 

Vs. 4-9 Jehoahaz became so desperate that he began to seek the Lord. He didn't give up 
worshiping the other stuff, but God honored this step. There is a lot of grace in all of this. The 
purpose of God's patience and kindness is seen in what Paul says in Romans 2:4-5, Or do you 
presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you 
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 

Vs. 10-13 This son of Jehoahaz is also called Joash in v. 14. We have lots of name confusion 
going on here. Some names had different spellings and forms, like "Robert" and "Bob." The ESV 
translators are using both, and unfortunately they are not using them consistently to keep the 
names and individuals straight for us, as they do in the NIV. It's confusing. Notice that this 
Jehoash (Joash) also reigned for a long time. Through all these decades God was giving Israel 
chances to turn to Him. Now with this summary of his reign in place, we'll read what Jehoash 
did. 

Vs. 14-19 There are lots of observations and questions in all of these stories, but for me the 
biggest question is always how they could recognize God's power in Elisha, but not obey and 
worship God as He desired. Like Jesus said, Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I 
tell you? (Luke 6:46) This really should make us think about our work in the harvest and what it 
means to be a believer/disciple.  

If I'm ever given this assignment and bearing fruit in the harvest and making disciples is the goal, 
I'll bang the arrows on the ground until they shatter and my hand's bleeding. 

Vs. 20-21 Can you imagine this? A miracle is performed through Elisha's dead body. What a 
funny visual. The guys see the Moabites, and just throw this guy into the tomb and run. The 
Moabites ride by. Then the dead guy sticks his head out of the tomb, looks both ways, and runs 
after his friends. What point do you think God was making here? Apparently this story became 
known.  

Vs. 22-23 This is the second time today that God's kindness is mentioned in helping Israel. His 
redemptive purpose for mankind was lost to the eyes of the Israelites, but it was always in focus 
for God. God was probably doing then what He is doing today. There are those whom God wants 
to save, and so the world keeps spinning. Mankind's disregard for God adds up to justifying His 
judgment against them. When the last of those whom God wants to reach come to Him, God 
brings the judgment. In this history here, I'm sure God was working multiple purposes in 
thousands of lives in many nations. 

Vs. 24-25 This was the fulfillment of what God had promised Jehoash through Elisha. When it 
was mentioned in v. 5 that God gave them a deliverer or savior, this was probably the king of 
Assyria who began to attack Syria. The conflict with Assyria would also explain why Jehoash 
was able to take back cities that had previously been lost to Israel. It was all God's grace. God 
delivered as promised, but there was no acknowledgement or true repentance. They may even 
have held a sacrifice for Yahweh, but they went on worshipping all the other stuff too. 
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2 Kings 14 

Vs. 1-6 We'll read more about Amaziah of Judah later. The purpose of this history is really to 
talk about his pride and subsequent conflict with Jehoash of Israel. When you read about 
Amaziah in 2 Chronicles 25, you'll wonder why it mentions him as a good king. But there is a 
pattern that emerges. Many of the kings were faithful or did something good when they were 
young, and then went spiritually "nuts" later, either when they had a victory, or when they got 
older, or both. I think the Lord intends that this "pattern" should be a word to the wise. 

This is apparently something good he did in following the Lord. 

V. 7 This is a victory that God gave Amaziah, but you'll never, ever guess what Amaziah did 
right after that victory and before this next verse. 

Vs. 8-10 This was probably facilitated by God to judge Amaziah for being such a dummy. 

Vs. 11-14 God humbled Amaziah. This is the first mention of a king of Israel looting Jerusalem. 

Vs. 15-16 So this is the last of Jehoash. His son, Jeroboam, would reign the longest of all the 
kings of Israel. 

Vs. 17-22 Whenever you read of a conspiracy, you know the king was up to no good. This was 
the end of Amaziah. Apparently after Jehoash took him prisoner, he released him. Amaziah's son 
Azariah was also known as Uzziah. 

Vs. 23-29 Notice that this king of Israel reigned for 41 years, longer than any other king of the 
northern kingdom, doing evil in the sight of the Lord, yet God patiently kept showing mercy. 
From the beginning of Jehu's reign to the end of the reign of his great grandson, Jeroboam, it has 
been over 100 years (28+17+16+41=102). That's a lot of patience, mercy and grace. 

The borders restored to the northern kingdom make the country look the same as it did under 
Solomon. The weakness and warring of Syria and Assyria made this possible, but of course, the 
Lord was in that too. 

Vs. 25-27 This is the prophet Jonah from the book of that name. Apparently God also revealed to 
Jonah that Assyria would be the land that would destroy this northern kingdom. That is why 
Jonah ran, rather than offer a message of forgiveness to Assyria. Assyria would now begin to rise 
to power, but first God reached out to both Israel and Assyria.  

Israel was to have been God's redemptive witness to the world. They still will be that. As Paul 
said in Romans 11:29, For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. Thankfully, even our 
work in the harvest is not dependent on us. It is His calling, His work, His purpose and His 
harvest.  

Vs. 28-29 This is funny to read of what “Jeroboam did.” It was God who helped Israel in His 
love and mercy. 

Acts 18:23-19:12  

Acts 18:23-28 

V. 23 This begins Paul's third and final missionary journey recorded in Acts. Just for your 
information, the books of 1 and 2 Timothy hint at other travels of Paul after the events in Acts. 
Oddly enough, 1 Timothy seems to be Paul's instructions for Timothy to rebuild the church at 
Ephesus, as Paul was heading to churches in Macedonia. Apparently something happened that 
had damaged some churches. It could have been what Paul will mention in Acts 20 when he 
meets the Ephesian elders, or it could be that the Romans were beginning to persecute the 
church, or both. 
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Vs. 24-27 Apollos is mentioned here and in 1 Corinthians 1-4. Apparently he taught in the area 
around Ephesus, but his message only mentioned that Jesus was the Messiah, not that Jesus was 
the payment for sin and was raised from the dead. Aquila and Priscilla invited him to supper and 
set him straight. 

That is an interesting point. Our message is not "believe in God," or even "Jesus is God," but that 
Jesus, the Son of God, is the Savior of men who paid for our sins and was raised from the dead 
and that there is salvation in no other. That was the error of the kings of Israel. They had Yahweh 
as one of many gods. As much as it sounds politically incorrect, the truth is that there is only one 
God for all men and there is only one Savior, Jesus Christ. When Jesus reigns during the 
Millennial Kingdom, there will be no "religious tolerance," but there will be truth, salvation and 
healing. 

Acts 19:1-12 

V. 1 So Apollos went to Corinth, and now Paul was in Ephesus. 

Vs. 2-7 Back in the Gospels, there was a conflict between the disciples of John and the disciples 
of Jesus. The Pharisees tried to exploit this difference. When Jesus was confronted by John's 
disciples, He was very gentle with them. The first recorded parable Jesus told was to John's 
disciples to help them understand the difference between Him and John. When Paul met these 
twelve, traveling disciples of John (Jews) they are in a place where Apollos had been teaching 
the baptism of John. There might have been a potential for conflict or division. This, I think, is 
why the Holy Spirit came upon them visually and with tongues and prophecy. Their faith and 
experience was now linked to that of the apostles and to the Gentile church through this sign by 
the Holy Spirit. 

V. 10 Notice the time marker. In Acts 20:31 Paul will say he was in Ephesus for three years. This 
is all probably approximate times. It is safe to say that Paul was in Ephesus, off and on, for about 
three years. It could be that the two years refers to the time Paul was allowed to teach in the hall 
of Tyrannus. 

Vs. 11-12 This was parallel to what Peter did in Acts 5:15-16. This outpouring of healing and 
miracles showed God's interest in establishing the church in Ephesus, not Paul's gifting. Again, I 
think this is proof that what happened in Acts was unique. You don't hear of this happening 
today, either by virtue of gifting, or by our strategizing. God does what He does when it fulfills 
His purpose. I'm convinced that we'll see more of God's working in the harvest, than in any other 
place. God's power is specific to His purpose of making disciples, who make disciples. 

Psalm 146  

So, how do you respond to a psalm like this that sounds so triumphant and confident, when you 
yourself are struggling? Because of our weakness of spirit and the effects of sin, we can hold the 
mindset of this psalm for an hour or a day or a week, but if the waves roll over us too long, we 
struggle to hold these realities. But I guess that is the point. It is in trials that we deny our fears 
and resist the temptations to react or give up. In the conflict of our feelings, we hold fast to what 
we know is true because we know it is true. And we wait on the Lord because the very thing this 
psalm says is true. 

Vs. 1-2 This was David's praise after the Lord had delivered him through those long years of 
distress. 

Vs. 3-4 This is what David learned as he ran and had to depend on God. I'll bet during those 
early years he and his men expected some leader in Saul's government to come to their aid and 
bring peace. That never happened. 

Vs. 5-7 This is Who to hope in, and why. Notice the use of whose and who. 



  87 
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible 

Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com 

Vs. 8-10 Now notice The Lord, and notice what He does. His heart is with the lowly who cry out 
to Him. And just like having a Father in heaven, it isn't just that we have a Father, but that He is 
eternal, almighty God. His help and power are everlasting. 

What can you say? Praise the Lord! 

Proverbs 18:2-3  

What I get from these verses, as a disciple, is to be slow in expressing my opinion and slow to 
show contempt or ridicule. God describes what is really behind these things. 

JUNE 29 

2 Kings 15-16  

2 Kings 15 

Vs. 1-7 Azariah is also King Uzziah, well known in Isaiah 6. Notice that he reigned 52 years. 
You can imagine the sadness of the event when this king died. It's interesting here that it 
mentions that God made him a leper, but never says why. We'll get to that in 2 Chronicles 26, 
but Uzziah was another godly king who was great in his youth; however, later in life, when he 
became (fill in the blank), he fell. 

V. 3 Notice that his devotion to the Lord was measured in comparison to his father, not in 
comparison to David. Only three kings were devoted to the Lord at David's level. Jehoshaphat 
was one of them and we'll meet the second today. 

V. 5 Most of these kings allowed their sons to reign with them, co-regents, until their deaths. 
Azariah (Uzziah) was forced to let Jotham reign with him, since Uzziah was no longer allowed 
to live in the palace because of his leprosy.  

Vs. 8-12 This fulfills the promise to Jehu. Zechariah was the fourth generation, but only reigned 
six months. 

Vs. 13-15 Believe it or not, Shallum wasn't the shortest reigning king. Zimri was king for seven 
days, in 1 Kings 16. 

Vs. 14-22 Menahem murdered the other murderer to become king. In v. 16 Menahem began his 
reign by sending a very clear message to all of Israel. Imagine having this guy as your king for 
ten years. In addition, Menahem was very much into taxation. His name should have been 
"Mayhem." 

Vs. 23-26 It's interesting that there was so much killing and so many bloody takeovers in the 
northern kingdom. We go from Pekahiah to Pekah. 

Vs. 27-28 Notice that we are still rolling though lots of years. God's patience is pretty amazing. 

Vs. 29-31 Pekah lost most of Israel to Assyria, and that was probably the reason Hoshea wanted 
to remove him and prove he could do a better job as king. "Here, let me try!" 

Vs. 32-38 We have very little information about Jotham. He was a godly king, measured against 
his father. All of 2 Chronicles 27 is devoted to him, but the chapter is only nine verses long.  

The king of Syria and Israel fought with Jotham to persuade him to fight with them against 
Assyria. But God protected Jotham because he ordered his way before the Lord. He must have 
been a good guy. 

Another interesting thing in this chapter of musical kings is the name of Tiglath-pileser (Tiggy) 
of Assyria. Assyria would be the country that would take the northern kingdom into exile. They 
were a brutal, fear-inspiring people. They often led people into captivity by marching them along 



  88 
2015 Reading Notes for the ESV One Year Bible 

Dan Kachikis, dgkachikis@gmail.com 

with a hook through the muscle of the captive's chest or some other body part, attached by rope 
to a wagon or a horse. You wouldn't want to fall. Assyria was poised to become the first world 
empire, but in the middle of their conquests, they lost 185,000 men in a single night. That 
weakened them enough to eventually tip the scales to the side of Babylon. 

2 Kings 16 

The importance of this story is that it is Ahaz, an evil king of Judah, who gets the ball rolling 
against Israel. These were a very destructive 16 years for both kingdoms. In Jerusalem, Ahaz 
modified the worship in the temple to be more reflective of Assyria. Verse 18 gives the idea that 
the modifications were actually seen by Tiggy when he visited Jerusalem.  

Vs. 1-4 It is hard to imagine that two good kings could be followed by a king like this. It is also 
hard to imagine that God allowed him to reign for sixteen years. He sacrificed his son, but so did 
Solomon. Still, Solomon, in some funny way, was partly devoted to the Lord. Ahaz was not 
devoted to the Lord. Although he kept the "culture" of Yahweh worship, he introduced other 
worship into the veins of the nation. 

Vs. 5-9 While Jotham was protected from Syria and Israel, because he lived his life before the 
Lord, Ahaz had a better idea. He courted the Assyrians. This "courting" will be described later in 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. God didn't approve. 

Vs. 10-19 Apparently Ahaz didn't abandon the worship of Yahweh, but he did copy the altar in 
Damascus. There was a thought back then that if an army won, their God was bigger. Ahaz 
became a puppet of Assyria culling their favor and aping their worship. He did anything he could 
to show he belonged to them. 

V. 17 I think this describes how poor he had become by paying off Assyria. The stands and the 
oxen were made of bronze and he probably needed it. He replaced the bronze with stone. 

V. 20 Hezekiah would be a welcome change for Judah and, thankfully, nothing like his father. 
He was one of the great kings of Judah and compared to David. 

As disciples witnessing all of this lostness, we need to trust the Lord so that regardless of our 
situation or circumstances, we honor Him. As The Psalms are saying, God helps those who cry 
out to Him and seek His help. There is a lot of help to be sought and lots of help to be found in 
our world, but it doesn't always lead us in the right direction. Paul said in Romans 5:3-5, we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. As we've seen 
with David, he became overwhelmed with the steadfast love of the Lord by seeking God while 
enduring his trials. He was not only helped, but he also fell incurably in love with the Lord and 
knew he could trust Him in everything. There is a price to seeking God's help, but there is also an 
incredible reward. Who would want it any other way? 

Acts 19:13-41  

Vs. 13-20 These two events are a part of the atmosphere of wonder that God had created in 
Ephesus to get the church there up and running. 

It is interesting that the demon said he knew Jesus. He'd only heard about Paul, but he knew 
Jesus. 

Notice that the people burned their books of their own accord. There were no Baptists back then. 
This was done by the newly saved. Verse 19 is sort of tipping us off to what is about to happen. 
The word for the money is unknown, so it is hard to say what the actual value was, but it looks 
like it topped $50,000. 
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V. 17 It is interesting that this story became known to all and led to the next event. 

Vs. 21-22 seem to have the first part of 1 Corinthians 16 in view. Paul was ready to leave 
Ephesus to go to Corinth and pick up the contribution for the believers in Jerusalem. Unknown to 
him, God was ready for him to leave also. 

Vs. 23-34 Here we meet Demetrius, a silversmith, who led this riot of other makers of statues 
and other craftsmen. Later there will be another of these guys, Alexander the coppersmith, in 2 
Timothy 4, who will be responsible for Paul's final arrest and imprisonment. Paul tells Timothy 
to beware of him because of his violence toward Christianity. 

The real issue here was their idol-making business. There were other cities that worshipped 
Artemis, so her worship was safe. The temple of Artemis in Ephesus was one of the seven 
wonders of the world. If the city had become believing and idols were rejected, they would lose a 
ton of money. 

Apparently this was a loud, hysterical assembly, but no one was hurt. In v. 34 the Jew, 
Alexander, tried to calm the crowd, but Jews were also against idols. The people went nuts.  

As disciples, there is some wisdom in staying out of harm's way. Not because we're afraid or 
embarrassed, but because our focus is on the harvest, not the barking dog. When Jesus says not 
to throw what is holy to the dogs or throw pearls before swine, it has nothing to do with fear, but 
rather not wasting our time on the hard of heart. 

V. 34 Can you imagine people in a stadium yelling this for two hours? I'll bet the neighbors were 
mad. They probably called the cops. 

Vs. 35-41 This guy was like the mayor of the city, not just a clerk. Notice that Luke is showing 
here that Christianity was being pronounced "not guilty" again. This would have gone into the 
official records of Ephesus. 

Knowing that we are put here as disciples to abide in our Lord in the harvest, following His lead, 
we need to remember that there are no random events. This was not a random event. God is 
working, and our job at times is to be observant and see what the Lord is doing. Even in a chaotic 
situation like this, God was working a purpose for His harvest. Imagine all of the conversations 
that must have taken place in Ephesus the next morning. 

Psalm 147  

If I had to choose a verse from this psalm that speaks to me, it would be v. 11. Which verses 
stand out to you? 

Vs. 1-6 In praising God, the writer is focused on how God cares for the outcasts and 
brokenhearted. Verse 4 sounds like Jesus saying, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. I 
find it encouraging to remember this. 

Notice too, the emphasis on building up Jerusalem. This would either be David establishing the 
city, or it could be written after the exile, after Nehemiah rebuilt the city. I would vote for David. 

Vs. 7-11 Notice the pattern in this section. The first verse says to praise the Lord, and the rest of 
the verses tell why He should be praised. Make a list. This is true of vs. 1-6 also. 

With God's great creative power, our true hope should be in Him. We are saved by Him being 
our heart's desire. 

Vs. 12-20 God is to be praised because true peace and prosperity come from Him. Not only does 
He bring the blessing of children, but He brings the blessing of nature. All of this, for Israel, was 
because of God's promise to Abraham, as seen in making a nation out of Jacob and giving Israel 
His Word. 
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Proverbs 18:4-5  

Amen. 

JUNE 30  

2 Kings 17:1-18:12  

2 Kings 17 

This is a very sad chapter of the Bible and is entirely about Israel being taken out of its land. 
We've read about God's redemptive plan since almost the first day of the year. We've read about 
the long years with Abraham, how God made a covenant with him, and how the nation of Israel 
was formed, and began to see the fulfillment of that promise. Yet it seems that the nation never 
really responded to God, not in the wilderness, nor as a nation with its own land. 

We have seen the power of sin. This spiritual sickness is the strongest force on earth, except for 
the amazing grace of God. His patience and kindness in these last chapters, working with Israel, 
has truly been a testimony to His love. The summary of this chapter shows that unless the heart 
of man is changed by the new life of the Spirit, there is no hope for mankind. 

Notice in this chapter that it mentions worship and the fear of the Lord, yet vs. 34-35 make it 
clear that to worship any other god, in addition to God, is not to fear Him at all. That would be 
true today, too. 

This chapter introduces the origin of the "race" of the Samaritans of the New Testament, whom 
the Jews hated. They were a mixed people, both of race and of religion - doubly despised and 
hated in the NT. 

It should be mentioned here that to take a people into exile was to "exterminate" a race of people 
by forcing them into another culture to intermarry and lose their cultural identity. Living in 
another land meant they would be forced to serve and worship other gods, learn new customs 
and speak another language. This effectively happened to the northern kingdom. But then, they 
had already lost their identity through their worship of foreign gods, long before they were taken 
into captivity. Israel survived through the southern kingdom. People from all 12 tribes were 
represented in Judah and we'll see that there will be something very different about Judah's exile 
in Babylon. 

What things do you find interesting in this chapter? What does this say to you as a disciple in the 
harvest? 

Vs. 1-6 At this point everyone was either paying tribute to Assyria or paying the price of not 
paying. Hoshea has the distinction of being the last king of Israel, the northern kingdom. 

Vs. 7-18 This explanation is for the northern kingdom. You can see this by v. 19, which refers to 
the kingdom of Judah and their sin. But the people were idolatrous from the death of Joshua to 
the judgeship of Samuel. Then with Solomon, idolatry was reintroduced into the nation. We have 
witnessed God's mercy, patience and His outstretched hand over hundreds of years. Remember 
that what we are seeing is not how bad Israel was, but how deep and irresistible sin is in each of 
us. Israel is being used as a visual aid for us to learn from. In the future God will restore and 
bless them for this "ministry" and because of His promise to Abraham. For now, as Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 10:11-12, Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who 
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

Vs. 19-20 When we get into Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we'll see that Judah really gets blasted 
because they saw all that God did to Israel and still didn't follow the Lord. 
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Notice that since this is mentioning Judah going into exile, this had to have been written after 
they went into exile. 

Vs. 21-23 This short summary covers a couple of hundred years of God reaching out to Israel. 

Vs. 24-28 The king of Assyria brought in his own people once he had removed most of the 
people of Israel. These people from Babylon, Cuthah, etc., were part of what Assyria controlled. 
As these people mixed with the Jews who were left in Samaria, these mixed people became the 
hated Samaritans we hear of in the New Testament. It is interesting that God made sure that these 
people still respected Him. What God will do later in Babylon will be very direct and will 
actually save Judah/Israel. 

Vs. 29-33 This is all to say that those who occupied Samaria were not worshipers of the Lord. 
They were pagans who worshiped everything. Yahweh was just one of many. 

Vs. 34-41 If Kings was written after the return from Babylon, it is explaining why the Jews 
would not allow the Samaritans to help them with the temple, and why they would not join the 
Samaritans as "brothers" or in worship. These people called themselves Israelites and they 
claimed to worship Yahweh, but they were totally lost and embraced all gods. The exiles who 
returned from Babylon never worshiped idols, and most of them were very strong in the culture 
of Judaism. When we get into the book of Daniel, we can do some speculating as to why this 
was.  

2 Kings 18:1-12 

Vs. 1-8 We will hear more about Hezekiah in this section, in 2 Chronicles and in Isaiah, than any 
other king besides David and Solomon. You wonder why Hezekiah was a better man than his 
father. It might have been that he was influenced by Isaiah and Micah the prophets and that he 
learned from God's judgment against the northern kingdom. 

V. 3 Hezekiah walked in the way of David. How? Not in being perfect, but in worshiping no 
other God but Yahweh. That then is the deciding mark of having the heart of David. 

V. 4 Did you even know that thing was still around? Imagine the guts it must have taken for 
Hezekiah to have destroyed this old relic. I can imagine all the cultural initiatives to have this put 
into the Smithsonian, and all the rallies with people carrying signs that said, "Save Nehushtan." 
Apparently no other king, not even David, had objected to people "honoring" that bronze snake. 

Notice the beginning of vs. 5, 6 & 7. 

V. 5 When it says there was no king like Hezekiah, before or after him, that is a very high honor 
and it needs to be seen in the full context of what he did. We'll see that full context tomorrow. 

Vs. 9-12 Whereas the king of Assyria took Samaria, he would break his back on Jerusalem. The 
difference was the godliness of the king and the presence of the Lord. 

Acts 20  

This is the conclusion of the third missionary journey. After the night of fun in Ephesus, Paul 
was on his way back to Jerusalem. 

Vs. 1-2 Paul apparently stopped in Corinth to pick up the aid that was collected for the church in 
Jerusalem, as per 1 Corinthians 16. This would have been after Paul had written 1 and 2 
Corinthians. Paul spent three months there to settle the church and to write Romans. 

Vs. 3-6 Apparently Paul had planned to sail directly back to Antioch, but when he learned of the 
plan to kill him, he went back through Macedonia by foot to Philippi. Paul sent these fellow 
workers ahead to Troas, maybe to throw his persecutors off of his scent, and then sailed from 
Philippi to Troas. Notice that Luke is again with Paul. 
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Vs. 7-12 Paul preached long sermons too!  

Vs. 13-16 So, why did Paul avoid Ephesus? It might have been because of Alexander the 
coppersmith. It may also have been to get to Jerusalem before Pentecost. 

Vs. 18-38 Notice the amount of space given to this meeting with the elders from Ephesus. For 
some reason, this talk Paul has with them is very important. 

Vs. 23-24 Notice that Paul did have some foreboding regarding Jerusalem. You can also see this 
in Romans 15:30-31 (written in Corinth, vs. 1-2), I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my 
behalf, 31that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for 
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints… 

Vs. 29-31 Notice Paul's warning. The church in Ephesus survived and is mentioned in 
Revelation, written probably 25 years after Paul's death. But in 1 Timothy, written after Acts and 
after Paul's first imprisonment in Rome, Paul was rushing off to Macedonia, while Timothy was 
trying to rebuild the church in Ephesus. Something happened that almost destroyed that church. 
Paul is saying here where the main threat will arise. Also, if you look at the problems Paul warns 
Timothy that he will face, in 1 Timothy, you can also see how that "threat from within" worked 
to sidetrack and ruin that church. They became very defensive and doctrinal and lost their first 
love and their effectiveness in the harvest. 

Vs. 33-35 This sounds like Moses and Samuel saying that they never took anyone's donkey, 
meaning that they never took advantage of the people they served. During those 14 years of 
silence in Paul's life, when he learned the trade of tent manufacturing, God impressed on him 
working to make the gospel free of charge. This may have been from the fact that as a Pharisee 
he was rich. But in all of Paul's work, he worked with his hands and expressed this conviction in 
1 Corinthians 9. 

V. 35 Sounds like what Paul says in Ephesians 4:28, Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let 
him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with 
anyone in need.  

As disciples, keeping the church on track to make disciples and follow Christ in the harvest is not 
an easy task. The harvest is challenging enough, but when different influences and "missions" 
come into the church, we need a lot of wisdom and all of God's help. If you read 1 Timothy, 
notice how often Paul warns about "discussions," and how often he tries to refocus on the 
mission. The love of Christ and His mission is the key to discipleship and our walk with Christ. 
Once we lose the mission, we overcompensate by becoming "theological geniuses;" and then we 
lose everything, and making disciples cannot take place. You follow Christ in the harvest, not in 
debates about theological issues and purity. Disciples are for the harvest and are made in the 
harvest, not in discussions. As Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, For the love of Christ controls 
us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised. 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
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Psalm 148  

Obviously some of this is poetic and some is hyperbolic and some is metaphoric, but we all get 
the point. We should praise the Lord. 

Vs. 1-2 I take this to mean that all created beings should worship and praise God. 

Vs. 3-4 This would be the vast creation of the universe and earth. 

Vs. 5-6 All of these beings and things mentioned represent the majesty of God's power and He 
deserves praise for all of this. 

Vs. 7-10 All of the things and creatures God created should give praise to God.  

Vs. 11-12 Everything created in His image on earth should praise Him. 

Vs. 13-14 God deserves praise for all of His greatness and majesty, but v. 14 goes further. In 
God raising up a horn, it is talking about a ruler. Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist said it 
like this in Luke 1:68-69, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 
people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David. 

Proverbs 18:6-7  

Notice the art in this. You have lips in the first and last clause and two mouths in the middle. It's 
amazing how that hole in our face can get us into so much trouble. But Jesus said, all these evil 
things come from within, and they defile a person, and out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks. So the problem is really a heart problem, and the Lord knows how to take care of 
–that, but do we? 
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