MAY 14
1 Samuel 15-16

Just a note here on the passage of time. We doretdnlot of detail as to how old Saul was
when certain things happened to him. We're not kaveold he was when he began to reign nor
do we know when the following events happened.ehiea suggestion working backwards the
beginning of David's rule as king of Judah in HebroDavid was 30 years old when he became
king of Judah, also meaning that Saul had just ditat 40 years of service. If Saul began to rule
when he was 30 or 40, he died when he was 80. Batgboint David was 30 and Saul was 80.

When David killed Goliath he was not in the armyam@&g he was younger than 20. He had two
brothers in the army and five brothers who wereimt¢ihe army (younger than 20) who were still
older than David. If that oldest brother not in #reny was 19 and if David's mother had had one
child a year, David would have been about 14 (Ehd had some sons sooner) when he killed
Goliath. David was probably anointed when he wasrl®P3 years old. At this point then, if Saul
was 50 years older than David, Saul would have labent 62 years old and this would have
been the 22nd year of his reign.

1 Samuel 15

V. 1 These words should have been ringing in Saal's/isten to the words of the Lord.
Vs. 3-9 Admittedly, this would have been hard fertoo, not to get caught up with an easy
victory, feeling good and listening to the wishéshe people.

V. 6 The Kenites have links to the family of Mose®l Judah, and are good people. Just don't
hide in their tents or you're likely to get a tstake in the head like in the book of Judges.

Vs. 10-11 This was not a good night. It is interesto me that Samuel cried out to the Lord.
Remember Moses crying out like this in the wildesdt was never good for the people when
God was moved to anger. Samuel, like Moses befargknew that this would cause Israel to
suffer.

It should be noted that God's regret is not likeregret. God saw this coming, therefore the test.
At this point when Saul did what God knew he wodidd God was saddened because of Saul's
disobedience. This makes me think about the var&omans 9:22\Vhat if God, desiring to

show his wrath and to make known his power, hasreddwvith much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destructiorKnowing that people will only scorn Him in theivés on earth is not
easy for God.

In Saul making this monument to/for himself, itathows why he kept Agag alive and saved
the best stuff. It was for his self esteem and paoiy. This stuff would have been a kind of
victory parade. It should be noted that Saul wadably imitating Samuel from 1 Samuel 7:12
when Samuel made a monument and called it Ebernemeclear from what follows that Saul
was more concerned with his glory than with Gottsyg This Carmel is not the one up by the
Mediterranean Sea where Elijah had it out withghests of Baal. This Carmel is in Judah.

Vs. 12-23 There is a lot in this section. Noticevifeaul tries to schmooze Samuel in v. Jidyr
God.

Notice how Saul keeps putting blame on the peopdetiying to spin all this as obedience. In v.
20, Saul tried to twist reality into some kind dfealience.

Vs. 22-23 These are amazing verses and the foriteef really slammed Saul. The issue is
always our relationship first and then it is seea heartfelt obedience to His Word.

Vs. 24-35 Saul was finally honest, and yet in vh25vas only thinking about himself and how
to save face with the people. He needed them t&aewriel return with him. What a powerful



image of confused spirituality. | have seen thid &ms something you can't fight. Its irrationglit
defies logic and argument. When a person's eglaceg before honesty with the Lord,
everything becomes stained and confused.

Samuel relented and went with Saul, but this a¢sms like the beginning of Saul becoming
dangerous and seriously defensive of his kingship.

1 Samuel 16

V. 1 1 don't think that the Lord waited a long tilnefore He spoke to Samuel. We know that
God doesn't change His mind, but works accordingisoforeknowledge, election and purpose.
Therefore, choosing a king, and particularly Daasdking, was not a new plan. If there had been
no Saul, and if the people had patiently waited sought God, David would have been king
anyway.

It is another lesson in waiting. The people didrdit, and God gave them what they wanted.
Saul didn't wait at Gilgal, and the people staymd;had he waited, God would have blessed
him. As disciples, we don't want God to work in @mdund us in spite of ourselves. We want to
follow Him, and that often means seeking Him comaity over time and waiting for His clear
leading.

V. 2 Notice that God took Samuel's concern senoastl gave Samuel a plan. Saul had become
a dangerously insecure man.

V. 4 Who were they afraid of? Samuel or Saul? Wats Samuel, his judgeship must have been a
very "Obey God and no fooling around” kind of minggto the people. After all, he had just
recently slashed Agag to pieces in 1 Samuel 1®283he other hand, you wonder if the people
understood how deeply dangerous and insecure Saubmd that Saul was keeping his eye on
Samuel.

Vs. 6-7 Even Samuel looked at the outward appearahen thinking about a king. Verse 7 is
the great global equalizer. It may be that righvntihe greatest disciple of Christ, following Him
in the harvest, reaching the lost and making dissjpvorks in the shadows of oppression and
will die in obscurity, poverty and injustice. Therdd looks upon the heart and Jesus told His
Twelve in Matthew 10:2650 have no fear of them, for nothing is coveredwhihnot be
revealed, or hidden that will not be known.

2 Chronicles 16:%or the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughbetwhole earth to give
strong support to those whose heart is blamelesarib him.

V. 13 Notice again that the Spiritshed upon Davidt was probably after this that David had
his run-in with the lion and bear. In a way, itnsird to think that if the Spirit in us wanted to
show His stuff, we could do almost anything. | #hime see more of the Spirit when we are
abiding in Christ and following Him in the harveand to think, our work in the harvest hardly
ever involves hand-to-hand combat with wild animals

V. 14 This was in facan evil spiritsent to afflict Saul. To be fair, Saul still hagtourse to go to
God and ask for healing. The problem was that Badldeparted from God. We can't see yet
how deeply dark Saul's heart was, but when wets#enill be shocking.

Apparently God does this to all of His servants edrBaul. The outcome depends on the heart
of that particular Saul. The following Saul wadowme with the Lord and had the burning heart of
a disciple.

2 Corinthians 12:7-180 to keep me from becoming conceited becaubke sfitpassing
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was givenmtiee flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass
me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three tipleaded with the Lord about this, that it
should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace ficent for you, for my power is made perfect



in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the motady of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Chriginth am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For whamlweak, then | am strong.

Vs. 18-23 | have to admit that this is confusingless Saul had some sort of dementia. When
David comes to fight Goliath, Saul seems to havgdtten who David is. It could be that some
of this is a summary editorial note, referring tavidl's entire service to Saul. Still, it makes
sense to me that Saul was so brooding about kiaifl insecurity that he didn't take much
notice of the young teen playing the music, upoomthe Spirit and the kingship rested.
Interestingly, the Spirit working in David was sbiotg Saul.

A possible timeline here is that David is aboutiBhere. Saul will reign for about another 17
years. David served Saul off and on, returningischbme. Saul will get better and not need
David as much. There will be some years of calne Jituation with Goliath will happen when
David is 15-18. By the time David is 20 he will liegunning from Saul. David will become

king over Judah in Hebron when he is 30, andanisther 7.5 years before he becomes king of
the entire nation. This means that David will ha@eyears of running from Saul and living in
Ziglag (16 months) to cry out to God, learn of Gombnstant faithfulness and steadfast love, and
see God deliver him many, many times. And he'ltevsbome great psalms.

For us as disciples we learn from Saul to obey¥oed and love the Lord. Once the mission or
a church or an outreach becomes about us, we tebecome like Saul. Loving the Lord keeps
us safe and balanced.

As we see the story move on to David, we learnyeabave before, that God often trains His
chosen servants through hardship and waiting gsfttiew.



John 7:53-8:20

Now you probably see the note in your Bible tha thell beloved story of Jesus is not included
in the oldest and best manuscripts.

There is a time in seminary when you realize thatd is another level of maturity that has to be
reached in order not to lose your mind, becauseuymierstand, begrudgingly, that knowing the
Greek and Hebrew doesn't really answer all thetoures In fact, studying the Bible, sometimes,
creates more questions and contradicts some afkarps long held beliefs. This is an example
thereof.

According to the Bible Knowledge Commentary-Nop. 346-347, and everyone else, these
verses (7:53-8:11, the story of the woman caughtlintery) are an interruption in the text from
John 7:52 to John 8:12. They differ in the quaditghe Greek, meaning John didn't write these
verses, and the oldest and most reliable manusat't have this story. Apparently it was a
story that John told, but never included in histiwg. It means that as this story circulated
among churches, some copyist, years later, detodedert this story here. What does this mean
for us?

First, it means that we have very reliable docusmenhy? Because we have so many
manuscripts and so many parts of the New Testa(menty more than any other book from
those times) that we can compare and know whatrigaal Bible looked like. It isn't that we
have 87% and have to guess what that missing 13Ratker, we have 120%, and with that, we
can compare manuscripts and figure out not onlynwhat also where, an error might have
come into the lineage of a text family.

Second, forgeries, even by the "well-meaning," weeer tolerated because the men of old
knew what was at risk in the copying and transroissif the Bible. The guy who wrote 3rd
Corinthians was high up the food chain, but whemhs discovered, he lost his job and pension.
He was run out of town, and rumor has it that hekew at Walmart© as a greeter for the rest of
his life.

Third, without getting too wishy-washy, it might et God did allow the story to be included
for a reason. The story is true to Jesus' charaadoesn't contradict anything. | wouldn't base
the gospel on this story, and knowing there is dablout the story, | wouldn't base a lot of
argument upon it. | would recognize in a maturdit@s that godly men, and some of the
brightest and best Greek scholars, say that itrdioishere. Yet, no one denies that it fits to
Jesus and the conflict He was having in Jerusdlerauld still use it, but carefully.

Vs. 1-11 Notice that they brought the woman, butthe man. This suggests it was a trap for the
woman so that this situation would become a tragésus. According to the law, in the case of
adultery, there were always two deaths. The Jews feebidden by Rome to put anyone to
death.

No one knows what Jesus wrote, but whatever happesre, the older and more mature
responded first.

Vs. 12-20 After the morning session of teachingudecame into the Treasury or the Court of
Women. Jesus' first outburst had come as a pracebsbught water for cleansing into the
temple. Then, He had screamed out that He wasvihg vater. The outburst that takes place
here was during the lighting of the giant lampg thang in this court. Appropriately, Jesus
presents Himself to Israel # light of the worldJesus was very direct. I'll bet His disciples
were very embarrassed.

Vs. 13-18 This argument with the Pharisees soukdsvhat happened back in John 5. The
leaders were still stuck on the same petty argusn@&it Jesus' testimony was based on both His



words and on the signs the Father had given Hidotdoth His word and His signs were
clearly from God.

V. 19 You get the feeling here that the leadersevgeasping at any irrational straw that
appeared. Jesus' Father could only be God, butwkeyin denial.

V. 20 Notice, that even though Jesus was in closeters where even a ninja would have had a
hard time escaping, no one laid a hand on Hiecause His hour had not yet come.

As disciples, we can take courage at Jesus' courBgesked this to present the truth to save
any who would come to Him.

Psalm 110

This is a prophetic psalm pointing to Jesus amglguoted in Hebrews. Can you see the verses
that are quoted by Paul (or whoever wrote Hebrewg)d was very likely the king of the
entire nation, having received the promise of fiispping leading Israel. David may have
understood that God's promise meant that the Messial therefore, the fulfillment of the
promise to Abraham and the promise to Adam and &wald come through him. And then, the
Holy Spirit rushed upon David and he wrote.

Vs. 1-3 This king will be the King of kings. Youeséhat v. 1 is quoted of Jesus and that all of
these verses refer to Him.

Notice here that Jesus was commanded to sit aigiiehand of the Father. This had to happen
to fulfill prophecy. Jesus, the human king, the 86Man, was to take this position of victory
and authority. I think it was then, and only th#gt He could "give gifts to men," that is, send
the Holy Spirit.

V. 4 This is the Spirit speaking through David. Rbkrad shown enthusiasm and power in
leading the people in coming to worship God. Whewib brought the ark to Jerusalem, it
wasn't just smart politics, but David passionateiyed God. David knew the nation had to be
focused and unified in their worship of God. Dakatl to, and did, lead them to worship, but
David couldn't sacrifice. David did foresee thasttson,"” would lead Israel in being both a king
and a priest. This verse is mentioned in Hebrews.

Vs. 5-7 As both king and priest, the Messiah wikteute judgment on the earth.
Proverbs 15:8-10

This sounds like it was written to King Saul, bugventually also applied to Solomon. As
disciples, we cut to the very core of the matteemwitve remember that we have been saved and
now are alive only in Christ. Now as His servamis,serve Him as we pray and pursue Him,
following in this harvest.

Galatians 2:20 have been crucified with Christ. It is no londevho live, but Christ who lives
in me. And the life | now live in the flesh I lingfaith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.



