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Vs. 5-9 This fighting lasted weeks, if not montBsiring this time Saul promoted David. The kid
was a natural and apparently people followed hirhelMthe fighting was over they came back
to Gibeah, the birthplace of Saul and now his rogaidence. You also know of Gibeah from the
last chapters of Judges. Very ironic that this ftehes king, from the tribe of Benjamin, made
this the capital, or royal city, of Israel.

On the way back from the battle, they would haveegoear Jerusalem, David with Goliath's
head in hand, and then up to Gibeah. In this peigeswith crowds lining the road along the
way, the women broke out in song. The fact that Was their song indicates that there were
weeks between Goliath and this victory march. Nbead circulated; the new hero's name was
known and now it had become part of an irritatiiiiel song.

V. 9 From this day on Saul began to hate Davidthecevil spirit began to return. It is possible
that 4-5 years pass by from the killing of GoliagtDavid fleeing for his life from Saul.

This is the grungy history of Israel. It is alse trungy history of redemption. You would think
that since the world and its people are going th e Christians could all be friends, be of the
same spirit and get the job done. Not so. Growsg mature disciple means witnessing this
kind of "in fighting," but still keeping your passi for Christ and His/our mission burning
brightly. There can be a lot of jealousy and egthechurch and in the harvest. Paul, himself,
mentioned the jealousy aimed at him in Philippians

Vs. 10-11 Apparently, during the time of the figigj Saul and David became reacquainted.
When they returned, Saul was having more difficulith that evil spirit; and David took up his
old job of playing the harp as he had done yeatgeed'm not sure if it means that David
evaded him twice on this occasion, or if it medra tn all of David's dealings with Saul there
were two times he tried to kill David. There wikk lone more narrow escape just around the
corner.

Vs. 12-16 It is interesting that Saul got to thagel of not being able to stand David's presence.
As an ordinary commander, David would fall into alosty; but unlike Saul, the Spirit was with
David and David was bold, taking the initiative.tde the mention in v. 16 dfrael and Judah.
This will become more important later.

Vs. 17-19 One of Saul's daughters had been prornuste man who killed Goliath. Saul was
making David wait, hoping the Philistines would kdavid. When that didn't work, Saul broke
his own vow and didn't give Merab to David.

This vow put Saul in a hard situation. Saul kneat tBod's hand was on David, so he wanted
David dead. Plus, if David married one of Saul'sgiders, David would be in the family and
would have some right to the throne. That wouldhbeible.

Vs. 20-29 Michal was not a consolation prize. Shetl David and was probably closer to
David's age. With Merab, it would have been likekmg your 30-year-old daughter marry a 19-
year-old. David would have been her "Boy Toy."he tase with Michal, it would have looked
better. But the same problem existed here; Dauititbalie and he couldn't become part of the
family.

V. 27 It's good that this story doesn't make ibichildren's Sunday school lessons. It is
interesting to wonder if they took the time to heaircumcise the dead soldiers. Some think that
David just castrated them, but it says he broughtareskins. Circumcision would have been
less macabre, and it would have added a psychalloigiar factor to fighting Israel. Of course,



death was bad enough, especially the real redlitheath - stepping before a judge you're not
ready to meet.

Because of Saul's insane jealousy and bitternessure this ruined every day of his life. It
finally drove him to very violent and insane acts.

V. 30 This is giving us the passage of time. Iis therse David goes from a 15-year-old to an 18-
or 19-year-old.

1 Samuel 19

Vs. 1-7 Apparently Saul resolved to kill David agabdhearted Jonathan tried to help David.
There may not have been any big battles, so that3aachievements were a minor but constant
irritant. Jonathan wasn't yet aware how deeplyditser's ego and insecurity had been roused. It
often happens with us. We try to speak peace t@esnmand it seems to work, only to discover
that the issue is much deeper than we realized.

Vs. 8-10 Another battle with the Philistines, aresthictory for David, and incurable brooding
and jealousy for Saul. Oh yeah, David, "Watch outlat spear.”

Vs. 11-24 From this point on, David will be runnifigm Saul. It will be about 17 years before
David becomes king of the entire nation. Duringsthaext ten years, for eight and a half of them
he'll be on the run, living in caves, living in thpen country, hiding from Saul. Things will
settle down, and then David will simply be hidimgrh Saul. Finally Saul will make another run
at David and David will keep from killing Saul. Dawvill realize that Saul will never change
and never give up. Then he'll go to the territdryhe Philistines and live in Ziklag for a year and
a half. After these ten years Saul will die in lzatind David will be made king of Judah in
Hebron while a seven-year civil war rages withftiiwers of Saul. Finally, when David is 37
he will become king of the entire nation. Davidhsv about 20 years old. This will be a very
intense time in David's life, and God will develois heart in this trial. We've seen God do this
with Joseph and Moses. David will become greatveeitl get some good psalms.

V. 13 Some translations say, "idol," but this wast some decorative statue, like a replica of that
statue by Michelangelo, "David." Apparently theylligard art" back in those days too.

V. 17 This lie was unnecessary and who knows havag used to spread a false report about
David. Eventually, Saul would give Michal to anatinean. Why didn't she just say she loved
David and that her father was wrong?

Vs. 18-24 This was a strange way to stop Sauldally, it was an attempt to give Saul another
chance to repent. It was a sign to show that Gaaddwoever allow Saul to kill David. The
insanity here is that even though Saul knew hepoagerless, he persisted even when he knew
that God was opposing him.

As disciples, we should realize that we are read®dgmptive history. It is sad and tragic, but it
is God's working to save and redeem lost peoplew8Bshouldn't feel too badly if our journey
looks something like this. Paul said to Timothyifimothy 3:12-13Indeed, all who desireto

live a godly lifein Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on

from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

Even in Paul's day there was a certain amountsidtesce from Jerusalem and there were
pharisaical Christians who followed him, disruptesl work, persecuted him, confused those
new to faith and who tore churches apart. Paultbatkal with a lot of "friendly fire." Following
the Lord in the harvest and making disciples fankB worth it all.

John 8:31-59

Vs. 31-33 So what does it mean that these Jewsdfdésaders) believed in Jesus? Satan
believes in Jesus, too. Judas Iscariot must hdievbd in Jesus to have stayed with Him. John



2:23-25 saydNow when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them,
because he knew all people and needed no oneto bear witness about man, for he himself knew
what was in man.

This is a good question to ask, because it is alsvibat belief doesn't mean you are saved. After
Jesus reigns 1000 years on earth, people willrejéct Him. It's insane, but true. King Saul

knew and believed a lot. He believed in God and#rexv David would be the next king, but he
fought against it and became a madman. Belief doe&an saving faith. Submission,

following, obeying, and doing are in the true d#fom of what it means to be saved. "He who
hears my word and does it," is the real formulaudesaid many would come to Him on seeing
Him in heaven and claim they belonged to Him, betvill say that HE NEVER knew them. In
Matthew 9, Jesus healed two blind men, sayirgyou believe | am able to do this? They said,

Yes Lord. Then He sternly charged theBee that no one knows about it. But they went away and
spread His fame through all that district. They believed, but didn't obey.

In v. 31 Jesus said itf you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the
truth and the truth will set you free.

V. 33 And they not only argued with Jesus, but tiveye wrong. In reality, Israel belonged to
Rome. But what they didn't grasp was their bondagen. The leaders knew of Isaiah 53. If
they hadn't had an irrational hatred for Jesugy, thight have been able to think this through.

Vs. 34-38 This is a very important passage of Sarép Like Paul in Romans 7, Jesus is
describing sin as a force within us. Only the San make a person free. There are no
exceptions.

The allusion to the slave and the son in v. 35atbel looking at the difference between Ishmael
and Isaac, or between the law and grace. One wasothof the promise and the other was the
son of the slave woman. Apparently this symbol nhaste been a part of Jewish teaching,
because Paul will pick up on it in Galatians.

V. 38 But Jesus picks up on the idedather and presses the point home.

Vs. 39-40 If Abraham were their father, they woh#e received the truth as Abraham had.
This is very interesting. Jesus was the angelettrd who visited Abraham and told him that
he and Sarah would have a child. Abraham receivaidituth. So here is Jesus, who had talked
with Abraham, being treated like a liar for tellittge truth. This is a very ironic moment. When
Jesus presented Abraham with the truth, Abe listene

They still hadn't figured out who their father was.

Vs. 41-43 The irony only went deeper. In claimingd@vas their Father they were sadly wrong.
I'll bet Jesus smiled sadly when He said thishdfythad loved God, they would have been in
love with Jesus.

V. 43 This verse is not only an explanation ofilgellion of man and result of sin, but it makes
you wonder if Satan can bear to hear God's Word.

V. 44 This is an amazing description of the leaddrs hated Jesus. They never thought that
their desire to kill Jesus and lie about Him camsenfthe devil. They proved they were his
followers and children by so completely imitatingdeobeying his desires.

Vs. 45-47 Anyone who does not hear and follow Jesuast of God, regardless of how moral he
acts or how much "god speak” he utters. Jesugisrth and only.

Vs. 48-51 Nowthe Jews, usually meaning the Pharisees and leaders, takedd in the
confrontation. Notice the contrast in what is dagde. They accuse Jesus of being demon-



possessed and He still offers them eternal lifes&&1 is discipleship, true belief and saving
faith all rolled into one sentence.

Vs. 52-59 Now we are back to Abraham. It reallgnsazing, that when these leaders wanted to
be perceptive, they could do it. They understoedadlgic of what Jesus just said. They thought
they had trapped Him, but they were about to gat thearts challenged.

V. 58 Jesus called Himself “Yahweh,” when He s&iiM. We miss this because of the
language construction, but they got the point. Thikbe revisited in chapter 10 where they say
they wanted to kill Jesus; because, He, being g made Himself (declared that He was) God.

Psalm 112
A wonderful psalm.

Vs. 1-4 In keeping with both the OT and NT readjngste that this blessed perdears the
Lord andgreatly delights in His commandments. Loving/fearing the Lord and following His
Word are connected. This man is known or blessédwiat follows in vs. 2-4.

Vs. 5-9 Verse 5 describes the outward life of fesson who loves the Lord as mentioned in v.
1. Itis his relationship with God that allows himbe generous with others. He has stability and
a firm foundation in the affairs of life becausehdd trust in the Lord.

V. 10 Doesn't this remind you of Saul or even tharBBees? If you are for yourself, then seeing
God blessing others and removing His blessing fyfommakes you mad. It can even ruin your
teeth.

Proverbs 15:12-14

So apparently a wise person accepts reproof, @kasge in all things because of God's love
which makes him glad, and then he seeks even manederstand God and to follow Him
better.

There are many things that the Lord uses to reppoveimble us, but if our hearts belong to
Jesus and we are following Him in the harvest, weala call that "pruning.” That sorrow doesn't
last long since we are living for the Father's gloo bear much fruit. We know why we're here
and what this life is about. The sorrow of life do& affect us the same way if we are abiding in
our Lord.



