NOVEMBER 1
Ezekigl 1-3:15

| remember hearing Howard Hendricks talk aboutehidy days reading the Bible. Hendricks
taughtBible Study Methodst DTS and, | think, was without a rival in teadhthat course.
Anyway, | expected him to say that he took to thigéBlike a duck to water. He did, too, a dead
duck. He started in Ezekiel and his Bible becarpagger weight for a long time thereafter. After
charging through Isaiah and Jeremiah, | hate tgoel that you'll probably need to gird up the
loins of your mind to get through Ezekiel. Daniellwe fun to look forward to, and thankfully
there is lighter fare in Hebrews and the othertigssThis is the benefit of reading a one-year
Bible. If you are in a group with others who arsoateading along, that makes it that much
easier.

If you're getting tired, you are understanding wimgny people don't read through the Bible. Yet,
you've got to get to this place of difficulty andtdgo the end so that you can inspire others to
finish. Hendricks used to tell us that readingBiigle was like mining. Anyone can find the
occasional nugget lying on the surface, but to fim&richest ore, and the true heart of God (and
that's the point, isn't it) you have to go deemdng is work, but that's when the treasures are
found. The more you read, the easier it gets amdawards drive you on. We are in pursuit of a
deeper understanding and love for God. In ordésltow the Word made flesh, you have to
know His Word.

So, before we begin, I'll give you a little backgnol on Ezekiel and offer a few suggestions to
make the journey more active for you.

If you're asking me, Daniel and Ezekiel have sinplarposes. In Daniel you see God preparing
the nations for the return of Israel to its land &or the coming kingdom. In Ezekiel you see
God preparing the people for their return to tiheaid and preparing Israel for the coming
kingdom. Ezekiel will also fill in some of the dédtan the people we have just read about in
Jeremiah. The first part of Ezekiel will show whgdshad to judge the people who remained in
Jerusalem. The people living with Ezekiel in Baloylve the remnant. Those who were left in
Jerusalem with Jeremiah were to be judged. Everv@serooting for the folks back in the city,
but the Lord would show the exiles that a corrupture must be judged. They, too, needed to
change their hearts if they expected to go batkdédand.

One of the important phrases to look for and urmdleih Ezekiel isThen they will (you shall)
know that | am the Lotdlhat is a very powerful statement. There arergtheases and
statements. If toward the end of Ezekiel you nagimmething and think, "I wonder if I've missed
this earlier in the book," just make a note to gelfrat the beginning of Ezekiel and look for it
next year. It keeps you alert. In fact, when yaod they will knownot only underline it; but
number it and see how many you find.

The counting of years in Ezekiel began when Ezegkiehg with about 12,000 others and King
Jehoiachin, was taken into exile. Ezekiel begamtirgstry when he was 30, in what was
probably the 15th year of exile, which began whamiBl was taken. That would make Daniel
and Ezekiel, probably, the same age. Thirty wasiteea priest began his ministry. The last we
hear from Ezekiel, he is 52 years old. The lif@ag@frophet, as we've seen with Jeremiah, was not
really glorious. Ezekiel saw amazing things, buph&l an awesome price for it. As protection
from the people and as a sign to them, Ezekieluable to speak for several years. Shortly
before Jerusalem was destroyed, God told him tisatifie would die and he was forbidden to
mourn her death. Finally, when a messenger came Jualah and told them that the city had
been destroyed, God allowed him to speak freelpelween, Ezekiel was commanded to act out
many zany things in public, which I'm sure made face tremendous ridicule. And of course,

as he saw what God thought of the people, it alsadht sorrow and weight to Ezekiel's heart as



he ministered to Israel. On the other hand, thellused Ezekiel to begin the process of healing
the hearts of these very corrupt people. And engfthen Ezekiel and give him joy and hope,
God showed him things that were rivaled only byuisgons the Apostle John saw in Revelation.

Today we'll see Ezekiel's commissioning as a prbphe
Ezekiel 1

Vs. 1-3 We've already mentioned some of this. Estekas 30, the normal age to begin serving
as a priest. Jesus also began His ministry at Beb& was located just above the city of
Babylon where the Euphrates and Tigris are clogether. Nebuchadnezzar used the Jews to
widen a river to create the "Grand Canal." | dentw if they had gondola rides like in Venice,
but if they did I'll bet they were just as expemsiv

Vs. 4-28 We have had vague descriptions of theyglbthe Lord earlier in the Bible. We saw
the glory of the Lord appear to protect Israelhee/tleft Egypt as a pillar of fire and a pillar of
cloud. We saw the glory of the Lord fill the tabacte and fill Solomon's temple. Isaiah saw the
glory of the Lord in the temple as he was commissibfor service as a prophet. There, it was
fire and smoke. Here, Ezekiel (and all of us) fa first time ever see the detail of God's royal
presence: His throne and the angels that go with Hi

Vs. 4-14 Theséving creaturesare referred to as cherubim in Ezekiel 10. Sihey tre

“different” from anything we have ever seen in gtuie, it shouldn’t be surprising that other
angels called cherubim in other places in the Bild a little different. We’ll have to ask God

to clarify the differences once we get to heaveseéms to me that the look of these creatures is
symbolic in some sense, since all of it relatesréatures of earth. I'm content to let othersdry t
figure out why one side of their head looks likecamand another like a lion or an eagle.

Vs. 15-21 These are théheelsand the direction of the Spirit. Again, this isregthing God
wants Ezekiel to see and be awed by. God doestt thés elaborate moving throne to move.

Vs. 22-25 Thiexpanseavould be like the ceiling of a throne room, bustbne is the
supernatural version.

Vs. 26-28 And now we see Him who sits on the thr@iece God the Father is unable to be
seen, this is probably the Son of God taking huappearance as He has before in the OT.

Notice that vs. 22 and 26 lead up to seeing GoHisrthrone. Still, all of this is vague. Ezekiel
sees dikenesslt is still true that no one has seen God.

V. 28 And to think, all of this display was simply get Ezekiel's attention. When Ezekiel
bowed, he heard the voice. Just like when God ptedeHimself to Elijah, the real point of all
the other stuff was to get Elijah tuned to heathegvoice of the Lord. (1 Kings 19:12)

Ezekiel 2

Vs. 1-7 This is God commissioning Ezekiel to gahte rebels of the house of Israel. That is
basically everyone who is in exile with him. Onetloé things to note here is the woetellious
In my German Bible it says they are the "houseootm@diction.” That adds an interesting twist
to the thought of their rebellion, as if it is softpassive-aggressive. Sin makes all of us living
contradictions. We think it's cute. God calls be#ion. Thank the Lord for grace.

Vs. 8-10 This is where Ezekiel accepts God's comiomsto him. He takes the Word and he fully
consumes it. That's what you're in the proces®wfginow, reading The One Year Bibleis no
accident that God has used people, regardlesgiofra education, who have consumed the
Word.

Ezekiel 3:1-15




Vs. 1-3 This looks to have been a very realistsion, so | wonder what it was like eating that
scroll. Was it like a wrap? It is interesting tinatre, the scroll was sweet with no after effects. |
Revelation 10:10, it had a bitter after effect.

Vs. 4-11 As with every commission, there is the o@and to go. How many times do you find
goin this section? God mentions here that He would gzekiel a supernatural hardness and
determination. God would also protect Ezekiel imeotways and make him a very notable, living
sign among his people.

Vs. 12-15 I don't know what Ezekiel was like befthis event and commissioning; but now,
seeing the people's sin and need as God doesbhtersand upset and overwhelmed.

Now the fun begins.

We all hate to be embarrassed when we go out olntbeor God in the harvest; but as we'll
see in Ezekiel, when God puts us in one of thds@atsons, it is not to shame us. It is to make
something memorable for someone else. Their regpondhat memorable moment can help
them or be a source of judgment. It reveals thethé#e think we always have to be clear and
smooth in the harvest, and we should aim for tllosgs as we present the gospel and work
with others. Yet, sometimes God prefers foggytestilembarrassing and unforgettable.

Hebrews 3

One tension in Hebrews is understanding the wasnhat will really be lost if the people slip
back into adherence to the law? Will they loserthalvation, or will they lose the effect of the
grace of God in them in a dying world? This questias kept people very busy. My take on
things is that you cannot lose your salvation, esim¢s a spiritual birth and a new creation. These
can't be undone. But Jesus Himself warned Hisplegiseveral times that we are meant to be
salt; but if the salt loses its saltiness, it isyajood to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
And you remember too, in 2 Timothy 2:20, therearssels for ignoble use. Those vessels are
still in the house, but all the master can use th@ns degrading kinds of things. | think the
warnings in Hebrews are about losing saltinesspiinéty unusable and trading away the power
of grace for the false peace that comes from com®and hiding.

V. 1 Notice that the writer is not assuming thaidepeaking to a mixed crowd. Here they are
holy brothersand in v. 12, they are still brothers. Noticeytlage to look at Jesus, who has been
said to be God, the Son, the Savior, and a higispwho knew suffering and can intercede for
us.

Vs. 2-6 As much as they revered Moses, Jesusrausb greater.

V. 6 Notice that holdindgast our confidence and our boasting in our hapeghe measure of
beingGod's houself that confidence and boasting is lost, it sautikle the losing of saltiness. It
isn't saying a loss of salvation, but there isrsssef no longer being that city on a hill giving
light to the lost.

Vs. 7-11 To prove this, the writer quotes Psalm 95.

V. 11 Although that generation never entered Canidwsis not saying that everyone remained
unsaved and never came to God. Some people mayd¢peeted, yet because of their rebellion,
they just never made it into the land. Even Mosebs/Asaron didn't make it into the land and they
were definitely saved.

In 1 Corinthians 9:19ff, Paul talks about his d&iso that he could share in the blessings of
the gospel. He was already saved. It gives medidee that one can be saved and have an eternal
home in heaven, but as a result of choices madauh, never experience the power of grace
and the blessings of the gospel in this life. Thetinued following of Christ in the harvest is



vital for growth and experiencing God's blessinge. lose a lot when we are neither salt nor
light for Christ.

Vs. 12-14 The mention ¢today" reminds me of John 9, where Jesus heals the nrarbbod
and tells His disciples/e must work the works of Him who sent Me whikday So what if a
Christian rebels and decides it's not worth thelile? He never sees the grace he would have
seen.

V. 14 Shareis the same as in 3:1 and there is actually a 'tleé&3re Christ. | think this is the
same thought that began chapter 3, shanragheavenly callingYou can still be saved and deny
the calling or commission of the church, becausédyather do something else or you don't like
discomfort. To walk with Christ is to be with Him the harvest. To hide is to deny Jesus.

Vs. 15-19 But if a person does deny and does ntitjpate in this calling; that is, this
companionship with Christ as a witness to humaitiig, really thedeceitfulness of sifv. 13)
andrebellion To hide is to deny Jesus.

In Philippians, Paul mentions that we are calleghare the sufferings of Christ. Sharing or
being a companion to Christ in suffering was Paawsa goal. Following Christ in the harvest
means sharing what He endured for us, for His aakiefor othersk-or it has been granted to
you that for the sake of Christ you should not di@lfeve in him but also suffer for his sake.
(Phil. 1:29)

We serve in His house as servants in the harvetsgridy if we want to. We can have a great life

on earth and miss all that, but also miss His rd&/and fellowship and rest/peace. He leaves us
the choice of picking up the cross daily. Followiagip to us. But some of us would rather work
in the harvest following Him, and as a result, knidim even deeper.

Psalm 104:1-23

Vs. 1-4 This is an interesting way to begin thigestic psalm. Look at v. 2 and then look over at
Ezekiel 1:22-28. Also, doesn't v. 4 sound like Hekes 1:7? God is majestic beyond all of our
imagination.

Vs. 5-9 All creation and its forces in nature olleg Lord.
Vs. 10-13 And through nature, God Himself take® adrthe world of animals.

Vs. 14-15 And God meets all of the needs of mast,ljke Jesus said He could in the Sermon on
the Mount.

Vs. 16-18 The trees of Lebanon and the mountaidgghendeur beyond what man could grasp,
and in them God made animals to dwell.

Vs. 19-23 And just like it says in Genesis 1:14,rhide the planets and heavenly bodies for us
to set times and seasons. It is interesting th@&enesis 1, God had already covered the earth
with vegetation before He made the sun, moon ad.sthe heavenly bodies were needed
before the creation of the animals, because theprented to the sun, moon and stars, just like
we are for our orientation to times and seasons.

God points to His own majesty and love in creatiors ironic. The very thing that should make
people question and conclude that there is a Galll aound them, yet in an ironic sense,
invisible to them.



Proverbs 26:24-26

These proverbs play off the proverb from yesterdfay can glaze something over, disguise and
hide a sinful heart and evil motives, but God wikhke sure it is eventually exposed.



