NOVEMBER 11

Time to look forward to something. In our readimgMovember 18 God will begin taking

Ezekiel on field trips, and then things will getcéing because there will be more visions dealing
with the end times and the restoration of Israet.g6me of us, getting through this heavy
reading toward the end of November will be a traese for thanksgiving. Look for ways to
motivate yourself to keep up with your reading imeTOne Year BibleAll of this is very

important Scripture, but honestly, it is hard todedhrough. With such a large volume of
Scripture showing God's judgment for spurning Histence and His love, it reminds us that
this world we live in is doing the same thing. Nete were held today, God would be voted out
of His own creation. To switch analogies, the waslgoisoned by sin and it doesn't know it. Yet
we have the antidote, and that's why we follow §ttin the harvest.

Ezekiel 23

When Ezekiel gave this message I'm sure the paramt®r their children, this time to cover

their ears. The imagery is purely to rebuke Isfaetheir idolatry as you'll see in v. 49. Notice
again the mentions of blood and offering childife don't see sin as God does. This is how He
saw the actions of Israel. He is the spurned husharming to witness His wives' appalling, sick
and humiliating whoring. And they do it with all ldegiven them, in every place He's built for
them, right in front of Him. And the judgment ispgppriate and harsh. It is amazing that He was
as patient and gracious and guiding as long as&$e w

Vs. 1-4 Both sisters are Israel and their whoretbexgein in Egypt. This has been a long history.
One sister represents the northern kingdom of lisiree the city of Samaria. The other sister
represents the southern kingdom, Judah, and thefcierusalem. One other note: Jerusalem
looked with scorn upon Samaria. After all, Samdran't have the temple or the city of God and
they worshiped stupid stuff. Yet according to Géelusalem was worse. The na@®ieolah

means "tent," suggesting that Samaria made theirrsamnctuary of worship. B@holibah

means "my tent," suggesting that Jerusalem wagl#oe of God's sanctuary.

Some of this language, in the Hebrew, would be w#ignsive in our ears.

Vs. 5-10 Interestingly, little is written about Sara. They never had a godly king, and Elijah
and Elisha prophesied long and hard trying to stesrtide of ungodliness in that country.
Although Samaria had a fling with Syria, their mattraction was for Assyria. Samaria was
always totally idolatrous.

Vs. 11-21 By the sheer volume of text directed mgfaludah and Jerusalem, you can see this is
really God's point. The fact that God had a vemlcsd relationship with the Davidic kings, and
that Judah did have some very godly kings, made shreexponentially worse than what
happened in spiritually ignorant Samatria.

Vs. 22-27 So here is the punishment on Judah amdalem, and it is graphic and much worse
than Samaria. Notice v. 25. This was how you maipredtitutes to make them utterly
unattractive.

Vs. 28-35 Jerusalem's pride in being better andigaittan Samaria will be used to humble
Jerusalem.

Vs. 36-42 Lest we think that God was being too sswse see what was really the reason behind
God's actions. This was a culture which was peevarsl lost every day. The worship of Baal
was every day. The people gave birth to kids &salt. They sacrificed those kids to Molech.
Then they also went to the temple to worship, &y touldn't and wouldn't see anything wrong
with that.

Vs. 43-45 These righteous men were the prophetgadiy men God sent to warn the people.



Vs. 46-49 Oddly, there is a ray of hope here. Téwpte receiving this prophecy were in
Babylon listening to Ezekiel. They would be spattegldestruction of Jerusalem, and eventually
their children would be cleansed of idol worship @eme under the influence of a godly
community that would grow in Babylon. Verse 49 seémbe a promise that through all of the
punishment, the people will come to know God.

Working in the harvest, the lost we work amongatreest ignorant of God and at worst they
really don't care, but everyone lost is under Safaower. It is amazing to see what people get
tangled up with. We don't have to judge or be dpdalGod does that for us. We extend His
truth and forgiveness:or it is shameful even to speak of the things they do in secret. But
when anything is exposed by the light, it becorns#isle: (Eph. 5:12-13) We bring the light.
Especially reading what we're reading here, we kti@awv God forgives. Knowing our own lives
and what Jesus has done for us, we know He forgindss strong enough to reclaim and heal
us. This is what we bring to the harvest as wehre@art to the lost and make disciples, who make
disciples. Sin is devastating, but He is stronger.

Hebrews 10:18-39

This is the part of Hebrews that will transitioorn the proofs of Christ's superiority and the
warnings against turning their backs on Him, togtetical exhortations to endure and follow
Him.

V. 18 This should have been included in yesterdagding.

Vs. 19-25 Notice the structure here. There areuses ofincefollowed by three exhortations
marked bylet us.

V. 20 Jesus' body was the "veil" that separatefdoms the holy place of receiving forgiveness
and mercy. Remember that when Jesus died, thenviei temple was torn. Because Jesus' body
was "torn," we are able to enter into God's presenc

V. 21 Jesus is living to intercede for us.

V. 22 Drawing near to God with a clean consciesaenly possible because of Christ's payment
for our sin.

V. 23 Publicly enduring and holding fast is basaedlesus, who He is and what He has done.

Vs. 24-25Encouraging one anothend hanging tight together is another way to alesys'
commandment to love one another.

Vs. 26-31 This is a very strong warning that idlyea summary of everything that has been said
in Hebrews up to this point.

Vs. 26-27 This is written to a Christian who striyngnd resolutely turns his back on Christ
through actions or attitudes and continues indbigction. The question then is, "what more can
God do to awaken this person since Christ willdietfor him again?"

As for the judgment of believers, you only havéaimk at Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 and 1
Corinthians 11:30 to find that there is judgmenmttfe saved. Jesus Himself exhorted and
warned His disciples to endure. There is a sengessfnow on earth when we cave in and give
up. Look at Matthew 10:22 and James 1:12.

Vs. 28-29 You see the connection between thesevelsst as the law promised judgment when
violated, so also the new covenant requires purestifior those who disregard Christ. These
people are definitely Christians and are savedklagain at the wording of 1 Corinthians 11:28-
32, to see that this is possible for believers.dabl Corinthians 10 to see more of this. Those
believers in 1 Corinthians were dabbling with wapsing demons. These are just a few
examples of born again, eternally secure beliew®mfaming Christ through their lifestyle and
decisions.



Vs. 30-31 Would we think that somehow God would matish His own children if they

willfully walk away from Him? The point of God dagrthis is restoration of the person, and
salvation of the lost by not allowing His childremdefame Christ's name. Look at 1 Peter 4:17
or John 15:6.

Vs. 32-34 Now we can see the situation of thesievrsis in a slightly fuller perspective. When
they first came to Christ, in the reality of thealvation and the power of that first love, they
were alive, courageous and sacrificial. But nowerahese years of routine belief and becoming
comfortable, quietly allowing the flames to die ,ainey were not willing or able to face
persecution and the loss of their lifestyle andthiiegs that gave them comfort and meaning.
Now it seemed better for them to be quiet, to blenahd to compromise their faith in Christ by
returning to the law and Jewish custom. God wasking them to become political or social
activists. They could still live a quiet life, ggdhnd respectful in every way; but they needed to
keep their lamps burning and to be salt. They bddltow Christ with the cross on their
shoulders, ready to share what He had done for.them

Vs. 35-39 These people were saved and had hadagnefedence in Christ. If they didn't endure
the present threat and if they compromised théin fthey would lose what it meant to live in
Christ. If they shrunk back from Christ to helpriselves, Christ would shrink back from them
and not send them the strengthening help that Hédngladly send to them. The destruction that
would come would not be loss of salvation, but dgenan earth of their faith, their hearts and
their lives.

Psalm 109

As you read this you can imagine David in the medafi his years of running from Saul. He is
hunted without having done wrong and his name ist@mntly lied about to gain the sympathy of
the people for Saul. The hope was that these l@gdiset the people against David. In the
meantime, David heard of what Saul and his nobleslaing to the people, how they are
neglecting them, twisting justice, using everythiagtheir advantage while people suffered.

Now this is a very negative psalm. How could Gaogpire something so negative and vindictive?
Good question. Many times what David felt and eiqrered was meant to show what Jesus
would live through. Oddly enough, there are sevaltakions to Jesus' crucifixion and rejection
by that generation of Israel. God did promise asp@unishment for those people who
demanded Jesus' death. That judgment came in 70 @D I'm sure the judgments pronounced
here came upon those people.

Vs. 1-5 If you read about what Jesus had to pwiitipas He hung on the cross, you understand
this. Verse 3 sounds like John 15:25.

V. 4 This is something David learned and that Jesusmanded to His disciples.

Vs. 6-15 This section may apply to the people wdid & Pilate in Matthew 27:2Bnd all the
people answered, "His blood be on us and on oudm!"

V. 8 It may be that this section also is a judgn@phounced on Judas. Acts 1:200r it is
written in the Book of Psalms, “May his camp beeodesolate, and let there be no one to dwell
in it’; and “Let another take his office.’

Vs. 16-20 When | read this | thought of what Jesaid about the scribes and Pharisees in Luke
20:47,who devour widows' houses.

Vs. 21-29 This is the hallmark of David's life, kmag thesteadfast lovef the Lord. This is a
hard way to learn God's steadfast love, but thiwig we all must learn.

V. 25 Matthew 27:39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging tesids.



Vs. 30-31 And this is the response of David to Ga@liverance and knowing God's steadfast
love. He always gave praise to God to the entirgegation.

And when God takes us through trials as we follewlaord in the harvest, He teaches us all of
this so that we will gain amazing faith and confide in Him and praise His name.

Proverbs27:13

The wordadulteresds not necessarily here. "Foreigner" might worktdre The idea is one
we've seen before. God is telling us not to makealves responsible for those for whom we
should not be closely associated. In other wor@sake not to be yoked to unbelievers and we
should not make ourselves liable for the foolish.



