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Ezekidl 35-36
Ezekiel 35

In restoring Israel and bringing them to a placéletsing, God will take away their reproach
and their enemies. Of all Jerusalem's neighborsnesshowed the level of hatred that Edom
did. To see that this peace was hoped for and ctech&vith the Messiah, look at Luke 1:72-74.

Vs. 1-9 Until we get to v. 5 we don’t understand teason for this judgment, but even so, we
won’'t understand it fully until we get to the pralObadiah. The Edomites allowed their hatred
and hostility to get the better of them. And thieeyt mocked God. The judgment in Malachi 1:4
shows that God was mad.

Vs. 5-6 Notice the worbdecausen both of these verses. This is one of the rem&wd is not
happy. There is one more reason in a few versas,jatroduced byecause.

V. 9 Notice how often God saygou will know that | am the Lord.

Vs. 10-15 Not only did they use their mouths agatins Lord, in Obadiah we’ll see they were on
the temple ruins drinking themselves silly.

Ezekiel 36

Vs. 1-7 You may remember that God had Ezekiel spe#tke mountains in chapter 6. For the
renewed people of Israel, the mountains will béaagof blessing instead of judgment. God will
humble the nations that reviled and reproacheelsra

V. 5 Notice how God refers back to the past chaptexplaining why His judgment is so hot.

Vs. 8-15 Notice v. 11. This section is hinting atteange of heart that God will give Israel. The
nations will no longer be able to ridicule Israai €evouring its own people. God will bless them
and change them.

Vs. 16-32 In this second part of the message, @othrks why He will bless them. If you
underline the worchame,you'll figure this out. Romans 2:24 mentions tiikso, in Daniel 9,
Daniel utters one of the best prayers in the Biblbesolutely stellar (and probably what he was
praying in chapter 6 of Daniel). God's concern lveas also Daniel's concern there.

Vs. 16-21 The name of God was blasphemed amonggtiens because of Israel. See Romans
2:24.

Vs. 22-32 This is clearly millennial blessing. N&ithe steps in this. First, the Lord will gather
them from all nations. Some think this will hapkiring the first three years of the Tribulation,
when the nation of Israel will be at peace. It w#finitely happen at the end of the Tribulation
when the Lord returns. Verse 26 is the second 3tegre was a partial fulfillment of this on the
day of Pentecost. Peter mentioned that the propinetyel was fulfilled in the coming of the
Spirit, but there, like here, it is only a partialfilment of what will happen to the entire natio
Apparently there will be some blast of recognitairthe beginning of the Tribulation so that the
nation (the majority of the people) will understahdt Jesus is the Messiah. They will need that
to begin to fulfill their destiny during the Tritation. Verse 28 will be fulfilled after the
Tribulation, with Jesus ruling the world from Jealesn.

Vs. 33-38 This promise of blessing ties the twdaf the chapter together. What an amazing
blessing, and it will be the hope of every beligviiew during the Tribulation. | think that as
disciples, this promise for them gives us hope@ardpective too. After all, we have been
blessed with the firstfruits of that blessing: saion and the Holy Spirit.

James 1:1-18



"Everybody loves Romans. Nobody loves James." @dtléhat was sort of the motto during the
Reformation. This letter was written by James,itegher of Jesus, who became the leader of
the church in Jerusalem. It is very likely that &ans the very first letter written. It went out to
the Christian Jews who were scattered through@Rthman Empire, but some think,

particularly to the east of Israel. Why to Jewidiri€tians? During the birth of the church at
Pentecost, the city was full of Jewish pilgrimsnfrall nations. During those days and weeks, the
city swelled from the few thousand who lived thecepver 25,000 people. During that time

there was a great harvest in the city. The numinerstioned in Acts 2 and Acts 4 suggest that
8,000 men came to faith, besides women, and mag@&ere being added to the church every
day. When these people left Jerusalem, there wagd for teaching and follow up. We know of
what happened north and west of Israel thanks te,Acit many of these people returned to their
homes in the east, toward Persia and Babylonthiosght that some of the apostles went east to
work with these people, some as far as India. Timéstry to Jewish converts everywhere, and to
those in the eastern lands of the Roman Empiretheafocus of James' letter.

Vs. 1-4 It is interesting to me that the benefitsrials are mentioned right at the beginning. Paul
waits until chapter 5 in Romans. A new view oflig inherent to a new view of life on this
planet once we've been born in Christ. These néievees would face persecution when they
returned home to their Jewish communities. Nothee trials are to make believers steadfast and
able to endure.

Vs. 5-8 This is best seen in the context of thredriThedouble-minded mais what we've just
seen in Hebrews. Either God has spoken in Jesds basn't. If a man straddles a fence he gets
hurt. It's that simple. Certainly some of theseveots under persecution would be brought to the
point of doubt. Jesus spoke often about the rewhethdurance.

Vs. 9-11 Position in life might be one of thosentis that makes trials hard to bear. The poor
need to rejoice that the message of the gospeimeast for them. The rich are not better off
spiritually because they have resources. Theytase a lot to lose. You could imagine that
there would be financial repercussions for those i zealous Jewish employers who didn’t
think Jesus was cool.

V. 12 This is a summary declaration of the ber@fegnduring trials. Notice again the word
steadfastThis is what David learned from God as a resutuahing from Saul for ten years.

Vs. 13-15 When a person falls in times of trial amdible, it is not God who lured them into a
fall. The mechanism is already within us. God aldwals to test us and reveal what is within,
but He doesn't lure us in to sinning. Hard timegwmy things to all of us. In Luke 8:13, the
seed that sprang up quickly fell away in time afseeution when temptation overcame it. The
next seed was overcome by the cares and richegleaslres of life. Persecution can also affect
our jobs, our possessions and our comfort.

Vs. 16-18 In trials, as new creatures in Christhasfirstfruits of His salvation, we look for
blessings, not on earth, where moth and rust crbup from the Father, who never varies in
His love and approval of us as He sees us in CHuigtls have a way of making us think we are
under punishment from God. It is in those timetriaf that we are able to appreciate the very
subtle and quiet gifts He gives us that become mmaaningful than stuff.

Following Christ in the harvest, we learn, likereany other disciples who have come before us,
that God's love is steadfast and faithful.

Psalm 116

This is a beautiful psalm/song of being deliveledczekiel 36:16-32, theameof the Lord was
very important. Underlineamehere also. It is the key to understanding thisnpsand living as
a disciple in hard times.



Vs. 1-4 This kind of sounds like the effect of oimgyJames 1:2-4. How else do you experience
this? Notice when David learned to seek help.

Vs. 5-7 How does your soul learn true rest and geddie psalmist made God his hope. He cried
out; he endured and he was never the same.

Vs. 8-9 Apparently the writer was in deep despHiis definitely sounds like David in Psalm 27.

Vs. 10-11 This is the bitterness of feeling helplasd having powerful enemies like David did.
Notice that God didn’t take David out of this. Hellhim through it.

Vs. 12-14 If this is David, it is his constant @gfr that as a result of God’s mercy, he would
praise God before all the people and all the nati@allingon the name of the Lotkere is the
result of callingon the name of the Loid v. 4. There, it was out of desperation. Hetres out
of praise for deliverance.

Vs. 15-19 The psalmist wasn’t killed and was ablpraise God in the tabernacle or temple in
Jerusalem. Even when God allows His saints to lkedkithey are still precious. When we get to
Revelation, we'll see that the slain saints weng yeecious to God. They not only defeated
Satan, but they revealed the righteousness of Godnent against the peoples of the earth.
Their secret was that they called the name of the Lord.

Proverbs 27:23-27

Vs. 23-27 Especially here in the west, we are uscusly ruled by our resources and our
wealth. Even as believers we still weigh our s&uffl our needs above the need to give
everything to the Lord and work in the harvest. Hiifferent are Jesus' words to the disciples,
pray....give us this day our daily breathe Lord has put what we need before us and if we
maintain and "honor" Him in it, we will never lagkhat we need, spiritually, physically or
emotionally. According to Jesus, what makes udléss and needy is desiring too much for
ourselves. See Luke 8:14. If we take care of thregghthat are important to Him, we will be
taken care of by the things He has produced insaodnd us as we have labored for Him.

V. 23 This is the key and leading thought of theverb. Tend the flock and all will be well. As
disciples, we need to tend the flock first, makiigriples who are stable, growing in the Word
and obeying our Lord by following Him in the hartidde will take care of us if we follow Him
first and obey. Being anxious to meet our needs ligads to fruitlessness and fear of loss.
Notice Jesus' words to Peter in John 21:15-19. Tisiser of men" was to begin by feeding
lambs and tending and feeding sheep. The entinelshsito be a disciple-making community
and the disciples who comprise it need to be temdedfed.

V. 24 The NIV has a better translation hemwn is not secure for all generatiorle German
translation implies that the crown doesn't protectver.

Vs. 25-27Even if it is not stuff that the Lord provides thigh our service, realizing that our time
on earth has mattered for Christ will keep us @dtand nourished. Knowing that there are
people who have been brought closer to Christasples and are going beyond us, making
disciples, who make disciples, will give us somegfthat few people on earth possess. And, it
will be a heritage and a help to those closessto u

Luke 12:31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things bkalldded to you. 32 "Fear not, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure togiou the kingdom.



