OCTOBER 7

In reading the entire Bible, you could get the itiest there is a lot of negativity going on.
Obviously there is the constant testimony of Gaml/e and His ongoing work to rescue and
redeem mankind, but there is still a lot of judgmé&¥e see it in the prophets, in The Psalms and
in the warnings of Proverbs. Then too, we see afloaution and commands in the NT to stay
awake and not live like when we were lost.

The overwhelming sense we have from the Lord istthia planet is under judgment. Judgment
will come. As disciples we know the mercy of Chasd follow Him knowing that the time is
drawing to an end. Clouds are building on the lworitor every person, and eventually for the
world itself. A time for judgment has been set,dach individual and also for all who are on the
earth when the Tribulation begins. When Jesus@dritlis disciples, their simple gospel was
that the kingdom was coming, that men should tar@aod (repent) and come to Christ. The
kingdom implies both judgment and joy. It dependkonowing God.

The constant sense of judgment in Scripture issgpkhe mature focused and alert. It is reality.
A disciple hungers now and weeps now for the wdtl a choice, because what is happening
now is urgent and it is coming to an end. Yetoiksh't weigh us down as we work in the harvest
because of the love the Holy Spirit has poured auohearts. Knowing our Lord brings joy.
Seeing new life in Christ brings joy. Seeing thoser disciples going out and making disciples,
who make disciples brings joy. And then comes tugyp

Jeremiah 8:8-9:26
Jeremiah 8:8-22
Vs. 8-12 God takes aim again at the leaders ofhluda

V. 11 This is the second time God has said thisiatie leaders. You will notice that the image
of a wound or incurable sickness will come up agaid again.

V. 13 I wonder if Jesus had this in mind when Hesed the fig tree?

Vs. 14-15 The people are running for shelter. Taalty they will call out for help, but it will be
too late. God is telling them to turn to Him now.

Vs. 16-17 The coming judgment. Dan was the nortinest tribe, and trouble almost always
came from the north.

Vs. 18-22 This seems like the lament of God andkeoémiah. There is no joy on God's part in
punishing the rebellious. We have seen how paGent is. His patience is to give us time to
respond to Him.

V. 22 The ironic and tragic truth is that there \@asure but the people didn't choose it.
Jeremiah 9

Vs. 1-2a are Jeremiah's thoughts. This is anottenple of why he is called the Weeping
Prophet. It really must have been tragic seeing#uple refusing to follow God and then seeing
them punished.

Vs. 2b-6 This is God's charge against the peopbtichl that twice it says they refused to know
God. Knowing God is not new to the New Testaméneadlly goes right back to Adam and Eve,
and it has always been the basis of saving faitthé process of not knowing God, they had
become corrupt toward each other.

Vs. 7-11 Look at will. This is God mapping out His plan of action.



Vs. 12-16 This is like God pleading His case whyhds to do this. Notice the call for the wise
man.

Vs. 17-22 The Lord's punishment of the peoplepftears that the women are called on to lead
the mourning.

Vs. 23-26 Again, who is theise man? That would be v. 24. This sounds a little liked# first

two chapters of 1 Corinthians. Notice hetsadfast |ove, justice, and righteousness are fused
together. Notice too that the true measure of agreis understanding and knowing the Lord. It
reminds me again that what we are really askinglesto do is to know the Lord. It is a personal
relationship, not a religious tradition and lifdstyKnowing Christ is what sets us free.

Colossians 3:1-17

Where Ephesians has six chapters, three that nya@oid's grace and three telling us how to live
that grace, Colossians has four chapters withahedreakdown. Chapters 1-2 talk about the
greatness of salvation in Christ, and now we ateregng the application of how to live that truth.

Vs. 1-4 There is an old critical motto that sayse@eople are so heavenly minded that they are
no earthly good. That isn't what Paul or God idreghere; in fact, the real point here is that if
you are too earthly minded you are no earthly g@ased on all of what God has done in Christ
alone, our minds, hearts and lives should be cafgtilvand empowered by that truth.

It is interesting that Paul talks about setting imimds on things above. Paul had actually,
literally, been there. You can imagine that whendgh became hard for him, he could close his
eyes and remember what he had seen and remembéhdiomas so much more powerful than
anything he was facing. That is what is meant fotan. We have the Word and the Spirit, and
by faith we can see and live beyond this earths Thwhy it is important for us to be in the
Word every day, to keep our vision of God fresh andunderstanding of His love, grace and
justice in balance.

We're here reading these verses, but you haveseeadich more. Think of what you've read in
the OT, and in the Gospels, Acts, and Romans ere. Based on all of that, how should you
live? What kind of joy should you have in life? Halwould you invest as a disciple in the
harvest? If it could "grasp" us, it would changeTise reality is that as disciples we need to be
constantly reading and allowing God's Word to reena&.

Vs. 5-11 God's judgment is coming. God's truth daye@and changes us. God opens our eyes.
Jesus sets us free. Some of this sounds very sitmiEgphesians. | would mention again that
loving one another as disciples isn't just a condrtarbe nice to mankind generally. We are
called to love all people as God loves them. Batlibnd in Christ is for that group who are sent
into the world by their Savior to bear witness tis iWork on the cross for mankind. As those
saved, who are working together in the harvestingednemy lines, we are to cherish our
relationships and have a special love for one amoffake away the harvest, and we are just
being nice to each other for some general reason.

Vs. 12-17 Here it is. We are God's chosen onesirgeBis message to a dying world. Our
group is supposed to reflect the oneness that&ach has with Christ Himself. The entire
church is supposed to be unified in our Lord ansl gtace and His mission. Notice the
commands teut on, andlet. All of this centers on Jesus and allowing His Wardlwell in us
richly.

There is a lot to grasp and absorb in these velt§etake a lifetime. Beyond what we learn or

are taught, there has to be a very innocent sédngermer and gratefulness in what Jesus means
to us. That's why a believer with a Bible, yet withan education, in a poor third world country
can have a closer relationship to Jesus than aung,afith all our blogs, books and programs. It
is a matter of heart and devotion and wonder.



Psalm 78:32-55

V. 32 This is the bridge from the last section {gegay) into today. Tomorrow will be the same
as we get into the next section of Psalm 78. Taddyend on a high note, but v. 56 will bring in
the sad reality of how they acted.

Vs. 33-36 So God punished them, then they repeantddemembered God. This is the cycle
seen in the book of Judges. The tragedy was tegtrdmembered God less and less every time
they got into trouble.

Vs. 36-37 They only came back to God enough to tredmselves and get some relief. Just like
us.

Vs. 38-41 It is interesting that they forgot Godt m God's mercy He remembered the depth of
their helplessness in sin. In spite of their sindGtill had compassion on them. And He shows
us this same grace and forgiveness.

Vs. 42-55 Specifically, Israel did not remember hBad rescued them from Egypt. Notice that
vs. 42-43 set up the context of the deliverancefiEgypt. Then in vs. 44-51, underlife to

see all that God did for them. In v. 52 you hawedeliverance, and in 53-55 the fulfillment of
His promises to them and their fathers.

Remembering God's goodness and blessing to usoisstant theme in The Psalms, and just a
good thing to do when times are tough. So afteofathis deliverance and blessing, what did the
people do? Tune in tomorrow for the rest of theysto

Proverbs 24:27
Good advice.



